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Electaral years are olwoys particulorly difficelt. Apart from expectations for pravincial ond loter
notonal elections, we hod fo undergo on econamic downturn of the notional leval ond a more serious
ane in the province. This brought obout o stanelstill which is absalutely understondable; still, | balieve
this waos unjustified as policy, in ganeral, should not interfers with the rest of activities.

Mevartheless, the Mussum's balancs is positive os fhree new boaoks were published and a noutical
chart {N® 63 by the Servicie de Hidregrafia MNaval] showing an appraximote record of fhe wreckoges
that taak place in the Baagle Channel, Mitre Penin sula, 1sla de les Estades, and the surroundings of Cape
Hom was olso issuad.

Mew "smoll rooms” hove been opened such as the cnes of the Fragata Sarmiento, Frogafa Libartad,
Corbeta Uruguay, Belgica’s upecmm under Adrianne de Gerlache (o donation of Belgion citizens},
the Aushral, the Mante Cervantes organized by Enrique Indla with the contribution of Corlos Maida, the
Peirolero by the company “Total Austral” "Isfu de los Estodos y Don Luis Piedra Buena;” the axhibits
Hidrogratio Maval and Servicio Penitenciaric hove been reossigned.

T!I'qrwﬁhuul the last months, the Art Gollery, inougurated on 3 March 1999 and heoded by Micolds
Martin, has hod on outstanding performance featuring @ saries of exhibits and cultural octivities,
Workshops: the visuol artist Miguel Pereyra coordinated a-workshop on his spedialty on Wednesdoys
from & to 8 p.m. Comics waorkshap under Roberte Roiger ca Soturdmys from 3 o & p.m. Exhibits: from
March 3 to 23, Artistas Patogdnicos: Monico Alvarodo, Maria Laura Brotez, Ménico Giavotto, Gerardo
Piaro, Edunrdo Micolai, Miguel Calparsoro, Miguel Pereyra, Alejandro Abt, Gustave Forrell, and Elsa
Tessier. From April 30 to Moy 16, “Arte de Patogonia,” with twenty ortists faking part. From Mery 21
to June 6, Edvarde Nicolai, Myrtha Inés Kimmel and Margorita Cango Osorio from June 11 1o 23,
Miguel Pereyro with oil paintings and instollations from June 20 to July 11, Graphic Art exhibit of the
Cenira Cultural Recoleta with speeches by Carlos Mine and Elenic Pico from August 13 to 29. Fina
Echagie, Paintings, from September 3 ta 17, Thraugh the Universidod Nocienal de lo Potagenio, o
painting ond photo exhibit of the Ceniro Cultural Ricordo Rejos curcted by Alfredo Londaibiere, from
Se ar 25 ta October 10, ond worksheps under Albert Galdstein and Alfreda Londaibers; videos
by Jasé Miralles, Exbibit of projects for the Provincio de Tierra del Fuego flag from October 1510 21
and tha winner “Albatros,” architect Teraso Martinez. Moriposorio Interactiva, from October 11 to
21, showing insects in showcoses nd Frae in the resms. Mario Pagliaro, from October 22 to Mowember
4. Ménica Alvarado, Pointings, from Movember Sto 14, sGanzélez," o play by Enrigque Guevora. Photo
axhibit and presentation of the book Peisajes del Fin del Mundo on Movember 5. Alsjandro Abtwith
his pointings “Latinoomérica,” from Mewvamber 19 to Decamber 3. During the summer season achibits
by bacal artists presenting Antarctic and Patogonic topics will be on. All of these hos been possible thanks
to the enthusiasm of Nicokas and volunteers such os Nica, Silvia. 5ol, Gobrieka, and oll the ones thot
contribute for the soke of ort; we are very grateful o oll of them.

We are indebted to the Major of Ushuoia, Engineer Jorge Garramuiio, for his supparting the
Museum, especiolly the Librory ond the Art Gallary, os well as 1o the Tourist Autharity, Julic Lovees, for
his contribution,

Under the supervision of Morma Cigna, the Library went an working in the classification of moterial
and in new ocquisitions and denafions such as the ene by Vidoria Podin. Mew computers, 0 scanner,
and o printer, apart from Internet access, bangfit he communication of the library and the art gallery.

The Federacitn Argentina de Asocincionas de Museos [FADAM) has chosen the Maritime Museum
of Ushuaia os representative of the activities carried out in the country ond o video of the Museum was
shown, and highly regorded, ot the Warldwide Convention in Sydney.

Thanks to on invitation by the Fragato Liberfad, we hael the chance fo visif the archipelngos o the
Gunitecas and the Guayanecos and the Fuegian chonnals. These visits have been exceedingly wseful



os we hod the opporhunity lo collect material, which will be reflacted in future publications and research
works. All this area was inhabited bafore the arrivel of the E s and cﬂ‘lﬁﬁr peoples, with thair
awn choracteristics; sailed the channels. The frigate set sail from ;nl raiso (Chile) an October 21 and
arrived in Ushuaia on Oclober 30. We ore grotehl o ﬂmCmfrmmdl;: Captain Enrigue Martinez, and
to all officers that were patient fo us.

The first expedition this ssoson set off from Iska de los Estados on Mevember 25 and, together with
that in August, with o snow-capped island that made us feel as if in Antaretica, completed o ponoroma
of the island, In collaboration with the Institube Darwiniane, o herbarium is baing ized on the
island by experts assigned by the instilulion. It is olso our infenfion to gather oll the materiol of
sxpadifions corried out in the &0s and for this purpase we are negotiafing with the COMICET

We say farewsll o the millenium giving thanks to the outhorities afn%‘m- previncial gevernment,
municipa 'rlg‘and the Argentina Mavy and, especially, to the Mavol Bose of Ushuaio and 1o its staff for
thair coniribution, Wae will see in the year 2000.

By the Maritime Museum Civil Assoclation
Carlos Padro Vaire
Co-Diracior of tha Mariime Museum ot the Prisan of Ushuaio
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Dedication

To the pléasant memory of the people and
places that made me love the sea and the
human activity linked to it, I will nover forget
Uncle Edusrde "Dicky™ Vaire,

On Bundays, the family gathered ground o
long table (cold meat, ravioli, peceto with sal-
ad, even-with 35°C), he used to tell oz about his
sdventures during World War [ on board of
fubmarines or as awrecker in the Black Ssaar
his campaign in Bussia ae one of the few suivi-
vorg, All this mixed with descriptions of the
places along the shores of Liguria, where my
family comes from. Or children's adventuresin
building their own barks to go to sea; both my
father and grandfather built them but, luckily
enough, they never put to sea

To the pleasant memory of fishermen's fam.
ilieg from Chisvari, Portofino, Santa Margher-
ita, Camogli and Rapalls, where | learnt to
walk, swim and first got 1 touch with ghips. It
is due te them that my call for the sea is so
engrossing and through them 1 alse knew that
I was not going to be An army man.

Maritime tragedies wore experiensed with
greatintensity at home, The arrival afa ehipor
the fate of a fishing boat was always more
relevant than the stock market or the dollar.

Sea, storm and challange tales ware of vital
importance.

We usually visited the Commanders of pas-
senger ships, 50 we attended the sad farewell
party, & crowded port with the hostls and
bustle of porters, relatives, passengers, and
even a band. The throwing of paper streamears
was 8 magical rite that kept together thosewho
waore leaving up to the last minute, Then came
the mystery and, sometimaes, & wire was re-
ceived,

Many ports and sea days went by, After
having been to countries such as Morway, Den-
mark, and Holland, with a long-standing mar-
itime tradition, I arrived in Ushuaia looking
for the most maritime place in our country. I
found out that, although it is situated on &
island and its main means of communication is
the sea —at least until shert age— there was
little avmlable as regards stories, tales, and
traditions,

T found o port with legends but almest with-
out higtory, without identity,

Everybody repeated what others had teld
mingling it with saméthing they had read or
made up. Meat people only longed for the tima
to lesva; just like wreckers and prigonars that
only dreamt of returning home. T think it was
them when this initistive, now reflected on the
stories transeribed, was born.
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frequent vorages that, thanks e the support of
the present Jefe del Area Naval Austral(1999),
Rear Admiral Don Héctor J, Alvares, and his
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and Luis Vernet's "establishment™ Puerte Roca
and the shelters found, which are now under
research. All this thanks to Dhspatch boats
ARA. Somellera, Sobral, Gurrnchaga,
Castillo, lcebreoker Alte. Irizar; Ushoaia
MNaval Air Base with Sea King helicoptars as
well as the Supar Pums of the Icebreakar, And
wo arg not forgetting the sailing boat Callas,
ownod by Jorge Lais Trabuchi, and the many
trips arpund the rogion,

Crthers who also contributed collecting data
were: Daniel Kuntechik {Georgias Islands)
Den Mateo Martinic Berda, from the Instituts
de la Patagonia {Strait of Magellan); Captain
Don Juan Jozé F. Devalls (Malvinas Islands);
Clecar Pahlo Zanols, from the Museum of the
End of the World (Duchess of Albany); Cris-
tina Morands and Rolande Hios, from the Ser-
wicio e Hidroprafia Naval (shipwrecks south
of Cape Horm). Later, wa startad to croas-check
with the Natisnal Maritime Museum of Lon-
don, the Naval Mussum of Paris, the Naval
Museum of Spain, the Muses Naval de la
Nacidn, and the Maritime Muzeom of New
Yaork,

The following experts also contributed in
correcting or offeringinformation; GuidoSeideal;
Captain Horasio Molina Pico, from the Museo
Naval; Jogé Bamie, from the Institute Brown-
iano; Lisutenant Commander Jdesé Urrutia;
Lisutenant Commander Guillermo Tarapow
and hiz brother Marcelo; the expert in plant
anatomy, Dr. Maria Apueda Castro; the re-
searcher Natalie Goodall; Licentiate Ernesto
Fiana (CADICY Eduardo Wicolai (photos and
water-color paintings); Carlos Maida (Monte
Cervanlesl; Héctor Monszlves (Monfe Cere
panies); Sergio Zagier; ressarcher Eduardo
Segovia, from Comandaente Luis Piedra Bue-
na; historians Arnalde Canclind, Enrigue Inda,
Fear-admiral Pable Arpuindeguy, Félix Luna
and many others that I probably fmiled to
remember, te whom [ spologize.

For the final presentation of the work, we
would like to thank to the Maritime Museom of
Cape Town (Sooth Africs) and the Maritime
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Muszsom of Sydney (Australia); both are great-
by experienced as regarda these topics and we
have tried to learn as much as possible from
thair way of dealing-with and explaining them.

We are eepecially grateful te the Govern-
ment of the Provincs that, through Don Ricar-
do Martin (Becretaric de Desarrolls y Fla-
neamiento), Engineer Francisco Alvarez
(Ministro de Educacidn); and Dr. Omar Man-
dolini {Coordinador Genersl dsl Ministario de
Educacion ¥ Culiura), encouraged oor works
and made things eastar.

Last, buinot least, we give our thanks toall
those who took part in field works, e all
officers and crews of the ships involved and to
Luis Mac, Carlos Dipilato, Sharyl Macnie,
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Bilvia Gigh, Esteban "Gate” Curachet, and
Jorge Trabuchi, snd the successive crews of
the Callas,

Tha Servitio de Hidrograha Naval, throogh
Captain Poy, Captain Radl E. Benmuoyal, and
hia eurrent chief, Captain Juan Carlos lanuzzo,
made it poagible the edition of chart 63 with the
approximate location of the shipwrecks in the
area{Beagie Channel, Izla de los Estados, Penin-
sula Mitra, and Cape Harn),

The following wers close contributors to the
prasent work: Irai Hayén Freire (proofreading
and translstion); Marie Luis Bivere fillustra-
tans), Cectli Ila (photos); Juan Badl (rom Rio
Gallegos) and Alfreds Saez, bath from the black
and white laboratory.



Preface

The present worly, a printed draft of some
resamrch, is the sutcame of over thirtzen years
iof search which brought many questions and
fow answers. We are aware of the fact that thas
may ke meomplate and that thers may be
mistakes, but what determined the publica-
tion was the fact that we have come to &
atandstill and we can neitherenlarge orcorrect
the information received.

Lately, alotof information has been contrib-
uted by peaple visiting the Maritims Mossam,
and wea have heen able to verify that there are

many sunk ships such as the Lotos, whose
details have been given by the captain’s grand-
daughter, who owns all the documents as a
family keapeake whila here we had no news
about this ship

Cases as this one sncouraged the edition of
this work hoping that it will be useful for other
researchers and, if there are incorrect details,
oroissions or new fmdings, we would like you bo
let us know. You will find the necessary infor-
matien in the lnst papes, Of course, wa are very
grataful,







Tierra del Fuego, a History of Navigators.
The Discovery of The Strait

The Portuguese: Ferndo de Magalhiies
and Rui Falero

Alter almost three decudes from the discov-
ery of the new lands West of the Ocean Sea, tha
West Indies had becomes an impassable barrier.

Ginger, cinnamon, nulmeg, ¢lave... in short,
gll the goods obkained in the East Indies went
on traveling by the route ¢pened by Vaseo da
Gama rounding Africa.

Zo two Portuguese sailors, Fernao de Ma:
galhaes and Rui Falero, werse determined to
persuade the King sbout their belief that, as
the African coast tumed to the east thus
malking it pessible to arrive in the East, the
same would happen in the American coast
where a passage from the Atlantic to the
South Sea would appear.

At that time, Portugal was a nautical power
in the world. Lishan was the meeting point for
twonaval traditions: the North Seaone and the
Maditerranean, Captains, pilots, differont ship-
building techniques and a lot of experience in
the various seas met there, Skilled cartogra-
phers draw charts; scribes wrote the captains'
voyage acconnts draftsmen deciphered the new
plants, animals and customs; the sailors talked

aboutand the rest ofthe world knew them from
Lisbon.

After persvading the King of Castilla and
his advisors and after defeating palatial in-
trigues —becanse of which Rui Falero could
not set sail—the order for the Navy to get ready
Was given.

It st off from Seville via Guadalquivir river
on 10* August 1619 with five veasels; San
Anfonio, Trinidad, Concepeidn, Victoria,
and Sanfiago (the smallest) with 2656 people
ir-all.

They sighbed land 10 Rio de Janeiro in De-
cember and went on sailing south visiting the
River Plate—discovered by Juan Diaz de Solis—
and st aail from the river Uruguay on board of
the smallest ship. In March, they found ghelter
in the harbor of San Julidn where they spent a
hard winter that sterted together with an in-
gurrection bloodily controlled and with hard
pumishments; captains were beheaded, a chap-
lain and & Mavy Inspector were exiled in Pat-
pgonian territory {they were given wine and &
sack with shap biscuits os a merciful act).

In June, natives appeared on the beach and
violently impressed the expeditionanes, They

D . . e



were scarcely covered with furs down to the
knses and appesred to be guits tall and the
footprints found on the snow were huge. Thisis
why they were called Fatagones (meaning thut
they had huge feat), But the huge footprints
loft derived from the fact that the natives
povered their fest with leather filled with striw,
After catching a pair of these natives to exhibit
them in Burope and some frustrated chases in
which mearines died, the first mesting bebween
the natives and the Buropean cams to an end,
The Venetian Pigafetta was the chronicler on
board &nd te him we owe sll what is known
about this voyage.

The expedition went onin August The dver
Santa Cruz was explored and the whole fleet
wasin danger ol shipwreck because of a haavy
GLoTm

After pelling new provisions and repairing
the ships they put to sea on 11% October, On
21" the game month they saw a cape "with s
Dragon-Tail-like promontory” they called
e Mil Virgenes, according to the Eomean
ealendar,

On rounding it, they noticed that it was &
bay in fact; but they did oot realize that they
wera sailing tho passage they wers lockang for
They started to explore the "bay" and after
some storms and other sethacks, the San An.
tonio and the Concepeidn sueceeded in pasa-
ing the first and second patha eoming hack
bringing news —they had zailed through the
passage between the toe Ocsana.

While "Magallanes® was waiting for theas
b veasels to rebarn from their exploration, he
saw many fires shine on the lands aituated in
the seuth and this dvew hiz attention in such s

Mar ded Tur is the Pacific [See upside down, ¢ 1570,
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way that he called the place Tierra del Fuego
iLand of Fire).

After en uprismg, the San Anfonio went
back to Seville via the samea route and carried
the news abiul the cold weathr, the uprising
at San Julidn and the punishments suffered.

Meanwhile, u sloop completed the crossing
of the Straitand christened the Capewhere the
ptrait ends Deseado, On November 27%, the
thres Magallanes' ships left the Strait ol Todos
los Santss and sailed in the Svuth Sea Thay
cams to the conclosion that the land on tha
right belonged to the continent and the land on
the left belonged bo islands because of the
spund of waves against reefs they heard, With-
in bwenty days, the Victoria, the Trinidod
and the Concepeidn had sailed thriough the
gtrait and penstrated into & calm sea that
Mapallanes called Pacific. Sa, with sighteen
deaths, a deserter ship and the Santisge sunk,
thenew passage was discovered. Seme called it
"Wictoria vessel Strmt", "Patagones Strait® or
"of All Saints." In the and, it was deservedly
called after its discoverer —"Strait of Magel-
lan".

Saihog m the "Pache" meant throwmg
corpaes into the sea, Storms, acurvy, and the
lack of food made the Coneepeidn dispens-
ahle —thers were no people— =0 it was 3ot on
fire in open sea. The remark by Antonio Pi-
gafetta—whosailed writing a narration of the
vovage— 15 quite interesting: "...The biscuits
we ate wera bread any longer, but 5 powdar
mixed with worms that had devoured all of its
substanee, and besides they had an unbaar-
sble reek as they wers impregnated with rats
uring. The water we had to drink was similar-
ly putrid and stinky. In order to
avoid starvation, we had to eat pige-
ez of eow leather with which the
large yard had baen coveared... Usn-
ally we had to feed ourselvas with
gawdust, and even rats... sach of
them were paad half a ducat.”

On armvimg at Mactian island, on
27% April 1521, Fornando de Ma-
gallanes dind in abattle agamist the
natives, Practically at that same
moment, the deserter ship reached
port in Seville. Few days later, the
captains of the rest of the veasels as
well as the chaplains and officers
followed. On Cebd island, thirty-
five men died in all

On board of the Vieforic and
veering Cabo Boena Esperanza
iCape of Good Hope?, they arrived in
Savills on 9% September 1522 with
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gightasn men in charge of Juan Sebastidn Elca-
no. Although there were a fow men, theahipwas
full of clove, dnnamon, nutmeg, and other spic-
es that shewed the power of Spain in the Moluc-
eas islands. The shield was supported by two
monarchs with their crowne and a bunch of
clove and another of nutmeg in their hands,

The Old Maps Showed the Passage

Fernands de Magallanes is knowmn in Uni-
versal History as the first navigator to see
Tierra dol Fuego and sail the strait after his
name. But the mapa he veed for the voyage on
whigh he based his expedition remain a mys-
tary.

Magellan used Ptolemy's charts, in which
the weat coast of Tierra dal Fuego was suggest-
ad (100 - 200 A D) the same ag in Enrious
Martalhis' map of the world where a portion of
land in the arsa of Tiarra del Fuego is found,
But this 1z already the 15™ centiry.

e

The map of Martin Benhaim, cartographer
of Nuremberg, displayed a strait that jeined
the two oceans and was seen by Magallanes
before leaving. The King of Portugal kept it
with his treasure. An interesting work to com-
ment om 15 the earth globe of Johann Schoner,
with a stratt at 45° South and land further
south.

It is alze known that the Frinidad also
carried two planispheres, supposed to be by
Padro Beinal, which alse marked the passage.
Were they visionary cartographers that drew
the narrations of other navigators? Was it
mere imagination? Whoe were these unknown
navigators? Ifthey existed, why iz that they did
oot become known? None will ever know, But
anyway it was the courage and knowledge of a
great saslor that proved thatthe earth ia reund
and taught how to join the East via the west.

And, in our cage, wo ware officially discovared
and begides christened Tierra del Fuego
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shei die fos Estodos {Shaken Lond] wis thought io be the baginning of the Southern Confinent {c. 1580].




Other Expeditions

i E

Feared monshers.

Spanish and Lusitanian

Immediately after Fernando de Magallanag’,
the expedition erdared by Carlos V set sail
Fray Garcia de Loisa was named Commander.
in-Chief and Jusn Sebastidn Eleano was the
socond authority and ¢aptain of one of the
ghips. Six veasels and a galleon got repdy and
set to sea from Corunna in July 1625, After
many viciesitudss snd having mistaken the
Rio Gallegos sstuary for the enkrince to the
Strait, anly four ehips succesded in eropsing it

In ane of the storme, the vessel San Leswiés
was taken to southern lands. Appareatly, Isla
de Iz Estados and San Diego Cape —ie. the
mouth of Le Maire steail—were geen. If this is
true, the Flemish Lae Maire and Schouten dis-
covery was anticipated 89 years,

The fleet atarted to seatter as some veesels
dissppeared and others sunk. On this voyage
Juan Sehaatisin Elcano died. The enly ship that
raturned to Galicia was San Gabriel, which
deserted and sailed back before the croaeing of
the strait.

In 16384, snother two vessels set sail from
Guadalguivir and got to the Strait of Magellan.
They were the San Pedro and Madre de Diog
garavels, The Portuguess Aleazaba hended the
axpedition. They tried to colonize Patagonia,
but many setbacks came up and only the San

Greant sequichs that cought ships sinking them were among the

Pedro returned to Santo Demingo, leaving
behind hundreds of dead people and the sedi-
tivus ones exiled in Patagonian land.

The last navy in setting out from Spain with
the pim of sefting up & permanent domain in
the strait was the one supported by the hishop
of Plasencin (Extromadural, Don Gutierre de
Vargas Carbajal. Fray Francisco de la Ribara
was the admiral of the fleet which set sail from
Sevilla in August 1539 with four ships, On the
other hand, they were seeling to control navi-
gation in the (bicceanic) austral strait —to
connact the Pacific to the Atlantic— and thus
gvoid the expensive cargo transfer from one
ghip to another crossing the Panama Isthmus
on mule back. Only one out of the four ships
anchered 1n Arequipa. Two were lost in ths
Strait and the fourth was driven by o storm out
of the Strait in the direction of Spain.

Aftor these attempta to cross from the Atlan-
tic to the Pacific, there wers three important
Spanish expeditions —foaterad by Valdivia—
that explared the Chilean coast and the last two
penetratid the Strait from west to east. They
wera! Juan Bautista Pastene's Expedition | 1544)
to Puerte Montt on tha Santiaguille (caraval
rebuilt to ite normal gize and which is in Val-
paraizs, Chile), Francieeo de Ulloa's{1563-1554),
which eontributed with very valuable data about
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the difficult austral Chilean coast and penstrat-
pd the Streit aboat 40 leagues; besides, their
gbearvations on the promitive mhabitants
(Adakaluf and Chonos) of the ares are excellent
The last one was Ladrillers's expedition (1557-
15491, Apart from getting almost to the eastern
moath of the Strait —where it wrecksd—, he
had to build & smaller vessel to be able to come
back and thus seve himself and two more men
gut of the 150 on the expedition, He brought
impartant informagion for navigation and for
the study of the lifs and customs of the native
gailora of thoso coasts and channals,

Resulis of these expeditions were so0 yarsad
thatit was smd that the sirast had been closed
a5 they could not find the entrance. They said
that “perhaps seme island driven by a siagquake
or sprong up afber an eruption must have
plageed he mouth” This kind of legends are
not 5o absurd if wa teke inte consideration the
fact that navigators used to tell stories about
maring cows, octopuses catching large whales,
apart from mermaids and big anakes

The Spanish Crown decided to officially aban-
don reconnaissances vovages to the strait and
forbade the publishing of anv infoermation that
could affect the regiosn,

England

Enghshmen were the oneg by cantinue with
pxploration voyapges. Basically because they
did not want te loss the domain of the sess,
even when they atarted after the Spaniards
and Portuguese. The Earopean political situa-
tion favored them.

The first one —at least officrally— was the
pirats or simply carrier Drake who was invest-
gd Corsair. Drake was the prominent haad of
an association of navigaters which were associ-
atad tp the Britigh Crown. Elizabeth I gave
ahip, some thousands of pounds and exchaded
them from paving taxes,

This expedition was of great importance
becanse Drake was the second navigstor in
sailing round the world. His fleet was made up
of five shipas — the Pelican {Golden Hind
afterward) commanded by Francie Drake, the
barges Elizabeth and Morygold, the hooker
Siwran and the pinnece Benedicd then ex-
changed for a Spanish fshing ship christened
Cristopher.

The expedition had several aims: the “cold"
wiir with Spain, the search for new markets
and partners, the defeat of Catholicism, possl:
bie discoverings and new possessions, fame, an
untouchable Anstral Sea and, of course, the
gilver and gold that was shapped from Peru and
Chils to the Panama Isthmus,

21

They st off from Flymouth on 13th Decam-
ber 1577, The voyage was full of vicissitudes,
Spanish and Luositanian ships captures amd
storms, OF course they were amazed by places
lilee Cape Verde and the Brazilian coast as for
many of them it was the first time they navigat-
ed the oceans. The Pelican, the Elizabeth
and the Marygold reached the Strait (on 20th
Aupuet 1678) after being supplied with frash
gealions meat, penguins pnd potable water,
ond after setking aside the slower ships and
beheading the most rebellions It fook them
sevonteen days to cross the Straik. Beveral
heavy storms, the fact that the Morygold
dizappeared and the forced parting of the other
tero vassels—bocaust of another storm— made
the captain of the Elizabeth decide: to sail
through the Atlantic getting to Devenshire on
Za/1579,

General Francis Drake —atter demponstrat-
ing his naval knowledpe by eluding new
storme— started his plundaring in Valparaisa,
where be gok 37,HH) ducats of fine gold from
the vessel Los Reyes and the wllage taking
with hom the hely attributos ol the chapel. And,
when looking for water, towards the north, he
plundered some silver (transported on llama
haele) from gome Spanish people and then in
Acrica they found three shipawith 11,000 silver
pounds thatwere ehipped on the Golden Hind.
S0 they continued north and, after plundering
gighteen ships in Calleo, they set sail after a
Spanigh vessel which had an mmportant gald
cargn. On their way, they captored several
chips with different cargoss and near Panama
they captursd the Cacafuegos with iz 26 tons
of gibver, gold, fabric and fourteen arks with
coing and fineg Chilean wines.

Drake eautiousiy sailed to the west and he
found & ship which trangported ching and gilk
from Ching, The plundering includad the pilat,
o that he could serve them as'a guide.

Then he engaged in plondering ships com-
ing from the Philippines and Ooeanis in order
to get cartography and pilots who knew the
prea. ‘While they ware sailmg in the sector,
they became aware of the importance that tha
racords they got woald have —whon arriving to
England— for merchants and authorties as
they were wealthy markets controfled onby by
the Chinese, the Portuguese, and some Dutch
and Turkish. Therefore, by fattering kings
and sultans, he signed the first trade treaty
between England and a country of the Indian
Ocean, Then, 6 tons of clove were shipped on
the Golden Hind.

After their stayin Java and Batavia —whers
thev exchanged fabric for gold and silver—they

e
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went on to Africa, The Golden Hind sroved at
Plymouth three years after having loft with a
erew of B8 men with Franeis Drake heading it (3/
11/1580%. Thare was an important repercussion:
the British, military men, merchants, and an-
thuorities ware anl:husmshc Eﬂ:rl:lntthanaw posgi-
bilitiez and the geegraphis, certopraphie, and
hydrographic aspects tepether with the descrip-
Hon of new populations and thelr customs, So
eorsair Francis Drake became knight Sir Fran-
i Drake. Soen altorward, his collection of charts
and his leghook were issued and the last onewas
ured for the following expeditions of the Crown

This alas encouraged Holland and, lator on,
Franece to dispute the domain of maritime
trade. On the other hand, it was the beginning
of the Spanish decay which made them think
about fortifying the Strait gs they had seen
how & single ship with & few men and 12
cannon could plunder villages, captore ships,
and do. whatever they wanted to. Another
important point was the possibility of a pas-
sope botwoen the two ooceans southward. Any-
way, the rest ol the world did not pay too much
attention to this.

The Spanish Reaction

The Vicerey of Peru appointed Fedro
Sarmisnte de Gamboa General of the Navy and
gave him bwo ships —the Nuesira Seftora de
la Eyperanza and the San Franciseo (1110
1579)}— aiming to the study of the area to set up
fortifications on the Btrait in order to aveid
situations like the one caused by Dreke,

Gambos entared the Sirait and got in touch
with the indigensus people of Tierra del Fuego
whom he called *Gente Grande” (“Big Peaple").
This name is still vsed as a toponymy in &
region to the north of Porvernir town. After
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almost two menthe exploving the Strait, he laft
for Spain to ehow the Hing how the areashould
be fortified.

After arriving in Spain in Aagnst 1530, and
ened the ides of forbifving and setthing down &
papulation in the region had been accepted,
Gamboa choge the future settlors. People of
varied scenpationg were chasen —ranging from
Franciacang and hairdresgerg to trumpeters.
They were 350 peopla in all with women and
children. Six hundred aoldiers wers recrmted
and assigned to Chile,

Twenty-three ghips zet sail for the Strait
(26/W1681), but a hesvy tempest made the
navy come back with 800 mizsing sailers and
poven ot ghips. After recovering, the sixtean
vieigals left set off and afterundergoing storms,
desertions, the selling of the supplies and pro-
vigtons for the future settlers and several muor-
dera, snly five ships arrived st the month of the
Strait on st February 1584, Un disembarking
in Cabo Virgenes, Gamboa set up a precarious
camp —near some drinking water sources—
which was the base of a village that he called
Cindad del Nombre de Jesiis,

There disembarked the coleniats with all the
materials for tha bulding of the two fortifica-
tions and the remaining provisions, On this
oeension the Trinidad was lost and Sarmiento
de Gambop decided that the cthers returned to
Apain baget more supplies, 50 the Sonda Maria
de Castre was the only means of transport left.
This ship was sent with materials bo set up the
second settlement which Gamboa called Los
Rircones, As soon ns the ship set sail, he set off
on foot with ninety-eight men. Dmngaﬂﬂ:lafa
journey —they suffered from hunger, tredness,
cold, and the lack of appropriated shoss— they
fnughtagainﬂt the native Tehuelches and there

According o populor belief, thare
ware san mensars that hid in
ambush for novigaloes
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were dend and injured men. Anywiy, ninety-
gne men together with the ones on the ship
gummed up 143 and they set up the buildings of
the willage Hey Dion Felipe, opposita Bawson
Ieland (20431584 ).

After the foundations
af thevillags wars built,
he st gail for the first
seitlement to see how it
was and to look for more
supplies. While they
ware ghipping, & tem-
pest from the south sur-
prised tham snd mads
them lose the only an-
chor they had, so0 Gam-
boa decidad that the best
thing to do was to sl
for Brazil ta look for pro-
visione. After a lot of
misfortungs —aone of
them the losing of the
Sonta Maorta de Cas-
{ro against the coast—,
he tried to go back to the
Streit on snother ship
hegat, but a heavystorm
gent him back to Rio de
Janeirs, Az it was more than a year since he
had left the Strait, his sailors had abandoned
him —apart from the fact that he engoyed no
roputation-—, he went back to Spain, Again, he
had ne good luck because after being impris-
oned in England, he was kidnapped in Franes
and he got the King to pay for his ransem
deducing it from the meney the Crown owned
him.

Eventually, he arrived in Spain to agk for
supplies and provisions for the two villages he
had founded on December 1636,

But his requeste wers not sabisfied. In the
first place, because the Armada for the war
agrinst England was being planned and, after
the wiar, becinss of the defeat of the Innnebls
Armada, Doe after the ather, his TRUSSEs ware
ignorad and the seftlers depended on their
good luck.

Fortunes was not on their side because —to
round it off— Tomeé Hemdandez was rescusd by
the English corsair Cavendish succeeding in
escaping from them in the Guintero. The rest
gtarved or died in the hands of the natives,
exgept for another man who staved to live in
Rey Falips village —where the English pirats
Andrew Merick arrived in 1590— until he
plaasantly joinad the pirates’ erew.

Tohave an idea of what they used to eat, we
can eonsultthis aeeount; “They ate the cats, the
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wooden clogs leathers, and tannad cow leath-
ers end the leather of the boots thet turned out
tobe more harmful than hunger itzelf. " The
English changed the name of the village “Ray
Falipe" for another ona more telling; *Famine
Port” iQuite close to
Fusrte Bulnas, lateron
moved to Sandy Paint,
presant Punts Arenas )

The Spanish —after
the great naval defeat
in the hands of En-
gland— forused their
effarts in watching the
galleons that sailed
from America to Europe
shipping gold, silver
end another goods be-
causd ofthe corsairs and
pirates of differentflags
that abounded. 3o the
Strait was left aside,
iLe., it depended on ita
own fortuns.

English Navigators

The pionear Francis
Drake was followed by
the famous corsair Thomas Cavendish who,
apart from rescumg the only surviver of Port
Famine, was the third sailor bo circumnavigate
the world,

He sot off from Plymouth on 21 July 1586
with the Degire, the Conlent and the Hugh
fdalont and a crew made op of 123 men, Ik
gighted land in Port Deaire [Puerte Deseado)
snd after shipping penguin and sealion meat,
drinking water they set sail for the Strait and
entered it on 8% Janvary 1587. At Primera
Angostora, they rescued Tomea Herndndez {a
survivor from the colonization that Sarmiento
de Gamboa had left) and they sighted land at
Port Famine {Puerto Hambra),

Sailing along Chale and Paru copsts, the
Engligh corgar plundered every impartant set-
tHement e Toond and tonk several ships. On
arriving in Acapoles, not only he plondered
ghipa and villages but he also set on fire several
ehips under constroction. But the most impor-
tant prey was the gallesn Sanfa Ana of YO0
tons that was sailing from Manila to Acapales,
Itwas estimated thathe pot over 123, (M0 gold
pesos gpart. from silk, fabrie, and spices,
Wealthy, he started hisvayiage west aroving at
the departore port two yedrs fater (B971588),
Cavandish wag conferred knighthood and his
fame was known all aroand theworld. Only the
Diegire went back.

e
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In a letter, he wrote: *..T have sailed by the
Chilean ¢oast, the Peruvian, and the Nusva
Espana’s whers | have collected o weslthy
plunder, setting on firs and wradked nineteen
ships ncluding small and big anes, All setile
ments I disembarked in ware plundered and
set on fire . (gic),

Having spent all his wealth in ¢ourt, Sir
Thomes Cavendish organizas another expedi-
tionin 1621 He gets five vessals ready and sats
off bound for the North Pacific. The idea was to
block the ships that sailed from the Philippines
by America,

In an attampt to cross the Strait, he loses
many men @and ships because of the heavy
westerly storms. The winter takes Cavendish
by surprise with little food and his peopls tired
and ill. He sails back to Brazil towinter, butthe
floot seatters and after many sethacks Caven-
dish dies in high seas,

John Davis, one of Cavendish's captains, in
charge of the Desire failed to find Cavendish's
ships and found shelter at Puorto Deseadn, Ha
et off to saal the Strait of Magellan. He did it,
but the northern tempests were 50 many that
he decided to go back to Poerio Descado, After
Eetting provisions, he went back to England
loaing almast all his men {Nov, 1593,

Andrew Merrick

Ha sat aail (5/6/1589) together with Sir John
Chidley's with three vessels in all. Only Mer-
rick, on the Delight of Bristol, arrived in the
Strait of Magellan and tried to sail in order to
attack Araucao.

When anchoring at Port Famine, he found a
Spanich man belonging to Gamboa's expedi-
tion whajmned the crew, After many failuresin
trying to get out of the Strait and mony dead
men, he decided to go back to the departure
port: Chut of ninety-one man —eounting the
Spaniard— only six survived. Faur of them got
to England on & sloop. The Spaniard’s fortune
was lost somewhere m the Atlantic Ocenn

Richard Hawkins

He was an English knight fram a wealthy
family. Trading with slaves and wine from
the Canary Islands, he built three ships to
il to the hunting area in the Pecific, Tha
idea was to reach as far as Japan, but he
proved a bad sailor because he loat half his
meén and & ship before arriving at the Strait.
After ssiling through il, and when he was
about to start hunting, they were canght and
sent to Lima, He was transferred from that
celony ta Seville and, once rescued, he went
hack to England.
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Duteh Expeditions

Toward the 17th century, the Netherlands
were the greatest Maritme power inthe World
Therawers no batter shipyards than the Duteh
anes, and no better navigators or map cartog-
raphers {Marcator, ste.), The rest of the mari-
time nations had to learn naval techniques and
the art of navigation from the Netherlands
With very hittle land, the Dutch had no ather
way ¢ut than potiing to sea and they started by
being fishermen in the rough North Sea. That
was thair best school and got them ready for
trade with romote lands.

Without intending i, tha Duteh becams col-
enizers and condquerors. Their war techniques
devaloped shamelessly at the same pace s
their diplomatic skillz. Having an adventur-
ous, retigious, sacrificed temper end being Tov-
ersof froedom, the Dutch daimed that the soas
belonged to nobedy and that navigation sheuld
be free for everybady. Thug, they ahjected the
Fapal Bull of 1494 that had split the world
giving to the Spaniard and the Portuguese the
monopoly of maritime communieations.

Just the opposite to the Spanish Crown
maritime and commercial adventures, the
“Putch” ones were in charge of private compa-
nies (15%4). These compamss started to com-
pets among them bul, in order to prevent
Frinee Mauritivg' (the stadholdsr) valuabls
efforts from being wasted, he got them to merge
ina sole larpe company which was the famous
“East India Company.” Tts activity extendad
from Cape of Good Hope to Australia_including
Japan,

The Weat India Company enioved the eame
prerogative than that of the East India. Their
activities not anly extended to America butslso
to the African coasts.

Its mntention was to compete with its coun-
terpart in the West and this is the reason why
Sehouten’s and Le Maire's sapeditions losked
for a pass other than the Strait of Magellan,
The ond of both companies was similar and,
after having settled dewn wolnnies, having car-
ried on a successful privaicering war sgainst
Bpain they snded up giving their poasessions
aver to the Dutch State.

Tha first Dutch expedition, known as Jacoba
Mahu's Expedition, was organized by the East
India Company and sot sail from Rotterdam
with five ships (1598). Once they were in the
Strait, they conduscted an excellenit cartographic
and hydrographic research in the area, After
anduringweather inclemencies and strong tem-
peats, the expedition went back to the Netlier-
lande on a ship with sixteen men. The expedi-
tion had lasted for over 24 months, The
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discovering of tha "de Sabald” I= (Tater onknown
ss “Sehaldinag de Indies™ or “Sebaldes™ by
Eabald de Weert, captain ofthe ship {24/ 1 1500,
was an important event, They are the present
lelas Malvinas. On the ether hand, they sighted
panoetst Tndians. It is highly probable that they
wire Yamanas:

Clivier Van Neort's expedition, organized in
Rotterdam, set ¢ff with four ghips and 248 men
[ 1698), After countless and even unusual vicis-
siturdes, he became the first Dutch cirpumnay-
igator and the feurth in the world when he
arrived in the port of Amsterdam three years
after his departure. In 1802, Van Nogrt's and
Tacoha Mahu's logbooks were printed and gave
to the naval world & huge amount of new
knowledge as thay had thirty drawings. The
goadreens of the Strait, which were probably
roservad as an “straktegic weapon”, were nok
meluded.

The fifth voyage arcund the world was done
by enather Dutch. Joris van Spifberg set off
from Zeeland on 8 Aupust 1614 with six ves-
sals: and, after crossing the Pacific via the
Strait of Magellan, ha devoted himsel{ta priva-
teering along Chilean and Peruvian coasts, In
two yenrs and almost eleven months” time, he
went back to Flanders {1/7/1617] having lost
four ships

A New Passage (1616)

The most outstanding of the Flemish voyag-
&8 was Schouten’s and Le Meire's expedition
that was aitmed st lesking for another passage
ta the East Indies, They founded the Augtral
Seas Dutch Company snd set ail from Texel
on 14th June 1616 with two vessels, On 24%
Janunry 1618 they found themsaelvies navigat-
ing in the waters of Tiarra del Fuego discover-
ing new lands.

They christened the sastern lands aftar Stat-
en Land (Dutch States Land) and the wastern
after Mauritios Land (Mauriting’ Land er Coan-
try, nowadaye Peninsila Mitre) and the waters
betwoen them Le Maire Strait. They were sure
that throogh it they could enter the South
Beas, thus finding another via of communica-
tion other than the Sorait.

Among other names, they christened Cape
Hoorn (several times modified il the present
Cape Horn) —in memory of their natal tawn—
a8 they thought it was a Cape, but in factitwas
an island.

They went an gailing in the Pagifie toward
Java, Thay were caught there because the
stary they told about the fact that they had not
&ailod through the Strait of Magelian was not
kelieved The navigation thers waa destined
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for the East India Company. Jacebo Le Maire
died. S&chouten arrived imprisened two years
after the departure (24/1/1617), thus complat-
ing the sixth veyage around the world

The news spread all aroind Burope guickly
Immediately, the Crown of the Iherian Penin-
suln (Spain and Portugel) decides to sond an
expedition to check the exstenco of the "New
Strait” and, if possibla, to take possession of the
lands.

So the Nodal brothers (Bartolomé Garcia de
and Gonzalo do, Galician from Pontevedra)
were givan two caravels, sighty men, several
Filots (two of them {rom the Netherlands), and
Le Maire's and Schooten's Logbaooks,

They set sail an the caravels Nuesira Sefo-
ra del Buen Suceso sand Nueséra Sefiora de
Antocha, chozen boeause this kind of veasels
are more maneoverablo than others. At that
time, navigetors such as Christopher Calum-
bus claimed that “thay were fitter for discover-
ing voyagas” —in fact, they wers light and
gagily maneuverable and chaap as they ware
small. They set sail from Lisbon on 27 Sep-
tember 1618 and at the end of Januwary 1619
they were navigating Le Maire Strait to cam.
plete the firet circomnavigation arcund Tierra
del Fuego in March, when they sadled sut again
for the Atlantic. They armved in the Therian
Peninsuls cn 99 July 1619,

Ampong the melevant fadts to be highlighted
ig the discovery snd christening of Bahin da
Buen Suceso, on L& Maire strait, where they
sighted land to wait for better weathar condi-
tions. Waiting for this, they got in touch with
Fuegian natives; apparently, they belonged to
tha “Haush” group.

Exploration voyages go on one after the
other, Some jost spproach Tierra del Fuego,
ethers sail arsund lecking for new lands. Bot
the faet is that in 1624 a great Flamish fleat
with eleven ghips and 1, 637 men arrives in the
archipelago. It is Naszau's Navy, organized by
the Ciensral States of the Netherlands, the
East India Company, and the President of the
Netherlands, Stadholder Maoritis, Prinees of
Crange and Barl of Wassaw

Jacques L'Hermite commanded the fleet
whose shjective was to conguer Feru to go on
wealming Spain's power.

{On arriving at Cape Horn and assaulted by
storms, the fleet finds shelter entering a large
bay they call Nassau, Ontce there, the vice-
admiral of the flest, Schapenham, explores the
roast in the tender Windhond end gets in
touch with the Yamanas This first contact
made them famoeus as anthropophag becauss
thus they were described in the expedition’s
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sccount. Although this stetement could never
be checked, what 16 tros iz that in the first
maeting seventden sailors died. Alse thanks to
this first encounter, wa have the first descrip-
tions of thedr vessels and the way in which they
wire bualt, Because of their shaps, they were
deseribod as gondolas and 8o draftamen waing
their imaginative power showad the world im-
agea of anthropephagi human beinge aailing
naked in Venstian gendolas in an icy region,

The rezult of those five daye that the fleet
stayed in Naszau Bay was the first description
of the Yamana people, their canoe, and thair
way of life published later ¢n in 1629 together
with the loghook,

Theywent on with their course to the Pacific
and, after devastating Par (Arica, El Callag,
Pigzo, ote,) gettng a very good booty, they went
on to Nueva Espafa to croes to Java and go
back to Holland after almost threa years of
navigation (Texel, &7 1626). This was the gav-
enth voyage around the Earth,

Upheaval in the Therian Peninsula (1643)

Aftar a period ofsome years, when the Flem-
ish entertained themsalves sn the Brazilian
comste —and astopped attacking the Pacific
corsts—, they estimated it conveniant &o Lake
part in the Pacific (1642) taking advantage of
the Spaniard vulnerability. For this purpose,
they erganized together with the Governer of
Brazil, Prince John Maoritias of Wassau, and
the East India Compeny. Although the aim of
the expedition was to conguer —with the idea
of zatting up lactories in the Chilean coast—, it
failed to do so. Anyway, this obliged the Span-
iard to scatter more and more.

Hendrick Brouwer wasin charge of the navy
which set off from Pernambuco (Tanuary, 16430,
where he completed the fleet summing up 350
marines, two vessels, three frigates, and a
vacht. There were 1,100 men in all, The {leet
met again at Yalentin bay (nowadays Buen
Sucesa) on Le Maire strait. At that moment,
the yacht Delphyr could see the whole north
coast of Tierra de los Estados noticing that it
was an island no larger than 10 miles, Some
dayvs later, be circomnavigates the island for
the first time. Once the whole flest was assem-
bled, they set sail for Chiloé [, sailing east of
Tiérra de log Estados —a new passage had
been discovered. It was no longer necessary to
gail through theStrait ofhagellan or Le Maire's.
There was an alternative,

They went on sailing up to Valdivia but,
after a series of drawbacks and difficulties for
getting provisions and many lesses (becanse of
death or degertions), they sailed back to Per-
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nambuco via Cape Horn.

Both the Spaniard Monarch and the S5
prims Pontifl were overwhelmed by the Bry-
ml-based Dutch performance. They could prac-
tically take over the colonies in the South Spae
(Rio de la Plata, Chile and Peru), apart from
the anti Catholic campaign they carried on
handing out pamphlets in Spanish urging the
indigenous people and the Creeles to set tham-
selves free

Corsairs, Pirates, Fillbusters
and Buccaneesrs

Spain had ebtuined —by signing specia]
treaties with France and England— the prohj.
bition of navigating in its Austral seas as from
the Tordesillas line, The Netherlands eluded
this situation. Anyway, by the middls of tha
eantury they had to put an end to their exped;-
tiong beeause of the war againat England and
Franoe.

In 1600, the "East Indion Company™ wag
founded in London for thespices trade that was
centrelled by Spain and Portugal. Butths Dygcl,
appeared immediately after the creation of the
Eaet India Company {1602} and got maritime
commerce under their pewear. With just one
million inhshitants, they dominated the sag
settling down colonies and factories in eyory
continent —thel7th century was their golday
age. Many other nations imitated the Dutgh
and st op Several companies:

In 1635, the “Compagnie des Isles IV A
rique” was set up in France with the aid of
buccaneers and filibusters that secopied part of
the Cuayanas and islands such as Martinique,
Tortuga, Maria Cialante, Guadalupa, Tobagp,
Grenada, ete,

Later en, the "COompagnie des Indies Orjsn.
tales" (1664) —operating in the Facifie—yp-
peared, and the "Compagnie des Le Mer dy

Lun Wby e '

San fion.
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Sur” (1695 was prantad the exploitation of the
Autral seas and their islands. This companies
were engaged in smuggling —among other
things— in Spanish waters and they wers
kased at the famous Samt Mald port (France!.

But even Denmark and Seotland ovganized
their own Company, but they worked in the
(laribean waters without a meaningful sue-
cess, All of these companies used —to a higher
ar lesser extent— the services of sailors that
sometimes could be pirates ar corsairs. Buying
latters of Marque or thanks to 2 Royal Letters
patent, they became corsairs turning cut to ba
legal if they sttacked the shipe of enemy na-
tions. The same happened with the filibusters
and boccanesrs that ususlly became coreaire.

They operated espacially in Contral Amipri.
ca besause of the important traffic of Spanish
ghips and many promising settlements. Pro-
vided that expeditions in the Pagific were car-
ried out —by the Panama isthmus— some of
them took the risk to sail the Austral seas and
daukled Capa Hom. During their adventurous
voyage, many of them made discoveries and
conducted explorations and described in their
loghooks the sea birds fauna, estaces, amphab-
in, and areas of our coasta and even the Antare-
tis comtinont,

The English Return (1659)

After having disappearsd from the stage for
gome years, thay sail back in the Austral seas
after the Breda Treaty, which ended the war
among England, Holland, and France. England
zands John Narbrough in 1698 with the mis-
zion of exploring and, if pogsible, settling down
in some port south off Buenos Aires and of
patting in touch with the natives apart from
attsmpting trade with the south of Chile,

Lew Bayhrns s U {Z0kas

ar

Warbroogh sets aail on two veesels with a
Spanizh man {Carlos Ennque Clerk, who was
& kind of British spy who knew South Ameri
tan coasts) as part of the erew, In Februaey
1670, they take symbolie possession of Port
Dasira (Puorty Degeadol, in the name of His
Majesty Carlos 11. Meanwhile, they wrait for a
secend ship with logistic support that never
arrives becauge its captain has decided to go
back to England. They winter in the ares and
culbvate onigns, carrots, and turnips and also
putprovigions of penguin and sealion meat and
over 100,000 penpguin aggs.

Thay gail throogh the Strast of Magellan and
arrive in VWaldivia sailing along the coast As
the giteation with the Spanizh pets worse, they
ceme back snd sight land at Puerto Dezeads
and following the routs to England, Although
the Spanish ambassadar protested for this veoy-
age —becaues they did not have the King's
permussion and were sailing in forbidden wa-
ters—, thie pxpariense reaulted in an broadon-
mg of the scientific kmowledge of the area,
charts {maps) of the Patagonia and of the Streait
of Magellan.

An axample of an aoeidental geographic dis-
covery is the eage of the English sailor Anthony
La Raehe who, in April 1675, saw land that is
suppeasd to have been the Seuth Georgias or
tha Malvinas while he was being dragged by a
heavy storm after doubling Cape Horn,

On many sceasions, these excellant aailors
and preat adventurers became sxplorers, nat-
uralists, and scientists thus anticipating the
scientific explorers of the 18® century. This 15
the case of the English pirate Bartolomé Shamp
who, after sailing with Peter Harris, John
Coxan, and Richard Sawskins (famous filibos-
ters of the time}, parted from them and sailing
by the Chilean coasts got to the 60° of South
latitude finding icabergs (1681}, Nobody had
ever navigated at those high latitudes.

William Dampier betame famous for his
srientific skills, apart from the fact thathe had
afilibuster background from the different cam-
paigns with Coxon and Sharp. Then he jomed
John Cook and set sail in Aogust 1683 with
Edward Davis and Ambrose Cowley with the
intention of blacking frade in the South Seas.
They rounded Cape Horn and joined the pirate
John Eaton, The last one went on to Oceania
taking Dampier and arriving to London in
1666, Meanwhile, Edward Davis joined cap-
tmin Swan and they established their opera-
tions between Juan Ferndndes archipalagoand
CGaldpagos Islands where they built the shelter
of the "Hermanos de la Costa” that pirates and
corsairs used. Misfertune went an for several

_
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vaars and this siteatien led W, Dampiar to
miks many ohservations in South Amarica,
Australia, Philipines, and all coasts he pasced
by in general (Moluceas, China, Sumatra, Ma-
laces, ete.). These works wers publiched and,
when he dropped ont his life as 5 pirate, he was
sent as an officer to explore Australia (1699),

Itis the English John Strong who —navigat-
ing t¢ the south in 1690— finds Islas Malvinas.
He sails through San Carlos channel, which he
christens after Falldland strait. Therefore, the
English extend the nams to the rest of the
islands,

His voyage went on via the Strait of Magel-
lan after being rejected in Valdivia —aven
when he showed his corsair patent againat
Franee— and sailed to Ecuador where he took
two ships. Having few men, he decided to 03
back thriugh the Strait to England, whers ha
arrved in 1691,

A Century of Great Changes Beginsg
(170)-1746);

Multiple french voyages, some English and
only ons Dutch take place, French voyages
started long before it was officially disclosed
—excallont sailors set sail from Saint Mals
and were devoted to the smuggling trade or to
piracy. There wes a great expedition that set
off from La Rochelle commanded by Juan
Bautista De Gennnes with seven ships of the
king in July 1695, [ta warlike and corsair aim
demanstrates once more that the Austral seas
are not {or everybody, In fact, the expedition
reaulted in a failure —the flest scatterad— in
April 1697 back in La Rochelle port, This
shows how difficult the navigation in the Strait
of Magellan was for this kind of vessels,

Smuggling in both directions was tolerated
if it was carried on by Spain allies and, al-
though it was forbidden in 1712, it went an
until 1726, Tn fact, it went an because French
ships were registared in Cadiz and devoted to
trade in the south seas dll past the middle of
the century. They took manufactured producks
such as textile ink, sugar, gold, gilver, and evan
tea, eilk, and spices to America on ships coming
back from the east.

Many sailors and ships set off fram French
parts, for exampleJacques Gouin de Beaychesns's
fleat, which set sail from La Rochellein 1698 and
arrived in Guayasquil esiling through the Straitof
Magellan. He went back to La Rochells in 1701
wia Cape Hom having discovered the island that
nawadaysis named after him and having sightad
land in Isfaz Makinas.

In order to have a general notion of this
voyages, et ug eonsider thege data from the
Nerwegian historian Dahlgreen —between
1700 and 1728, 162 ships set off from French
ports; tweanty-sight of them néver came back,
betwaan 1713 and 1714, thirty-five ships aet
sail Every voyage was diffarent, Many cir-
cumnavigated thewoerld and others contented
themselves with trading their eargo in the
first port they could touch. But there was a
comstant —the route via Cape Horn was baing
inereasingly nged,

“Trade" with registered ships starts in 1727,
French shipa that sighted land in Cadiz and were
sald to some Spanish assembler (partner) wers
called like that They went en sailing with &
Spanish flag, Apparontly, therewora fow of them,
Same authors ligt six in the peried botwean 1726
and 1748. But others extend this paried up s
1786 and include very many extrn shipa.
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In this same ponod, there were just five
English navigatirs” expaditions (1700-1746).
They were scientifie; Halley's (1688-17005;
williarn Damprar's (1704-1705), who ereum-
navigated the world again eatching preys and
trading; corsair Woosdes Rogers' (1708-1711),
whose pilot was the veteran William Dampaer,
who was completing his third voyage around
theworld as aearsair; and Woodes Regers, who
gnds up as governor of the Bahamas, John
Chpperton and Gearge Shelvorke's (1T18-1712)
wha devastated the Pacific consts back to En-
pland vin China guarrelling hetween them.
The filth one was Lord Anson's, betwesn 1740
and 1743

This expedition set sail with seven ships and
pwro thousand men but, fram the very begin-
mng, it was followsd by & Bpanish fleet in
charge of Admiral Joaé Pizarra. This last one
was delayed at Cape Horn, situation that sn-
aklad Anson tomove freely, He devotad to ¢atch
prays and ta fix his fleet. He then continued his
voyage crosging the Pacific and, on arriving in
England, he gave and excallent report Lo the
Admiralty, which was useful for its future
strategy in the Austral epas. Angon suggested
the setting up of a post for supplies befors
rounding Cape Horn and the exploration of the
Putagonian eoast and Tierra dal Fuege,

Faor the Metherlands, reality in this new cen-
tury was quite different. From 1664 on —whon
the English take New Amasterdam (nowadays
Manhatten—, they start to loee cofontes, Thas
was followed by the wars they were invelved in
until the end of the century. In 1703, Willism
111, the stadholder, disappearad and policy
chenged completely trying to keep away from
the European conflicts. On the other hand, all
the nations with the capacity to do it tried to
have a fleet of their own for trade,

In that context, the East India Company
organized Jacobe Hoggewein's expedition (1721-
1722}, The fundamental requisite for trade in
the Austeal seas (Spanish possessiens) and in
Indénesia was te sail through the South Sea
deubling Cape Horn and not through the Strait
of Magellan, which was reserved to the East
India Company.

He set sail with three vessels and, after
sailing through Le Maire Strait and rounding
Cape Hern and meeting in Juan Fernéndez I,
he went on to the West discovering Rapa-Nui L.
{Easterl., “Poaschen Eiland" or “Oster Eiland”)
on &® April 1722, Jesus Christ’s resurrection
day. This island had been discovered by Ed-
ward Davis in 1686, but he had had no contact
with the natives, In the logbooks thersis a lang
deseription of them and of the strange “mas.”

i

The first contact with the Europeans resultad
in the death of some natives, They vigited the
Pallisen archipelngo exploringislands and then
wanl on to Indonesin. When sighting land in
Batavia, the governor imprisened Roggowesin,
amctioned off the ghipping, plated an embargo
on the remaining ships, and hands were dis-
ftributed emong the vessels at port,

The rezeon for all this was that they had not
respected navigation routes, The same had
happened a century ago to Le Maire and
Schouten. Although the West India Company
won the Irial againgt the other, this was the
last enterprise organized by it

What about Spain?

The Bpanish expeditions during this period
—apart from the ones organized from ths The-
tign Peninsula— sat sail from Peru and Bue-
nog Aires, From Peru and via sea, the following
sxpeditions sst off: Pastene’s (1544), Ullea's
{1553-1664), Ladrillarc’s (15567-1658), and An-
tonie de Vea's and Pacual de Iriarte's. By 1584,
Buenos Aires is founded for the sscond time.

The Spanish decline and its War of Succes-
sion prevented the oparations in the Captamey
of Chile and in Buenos Aires, so they had to
wait for more promising times. In 1742, Bue-
nos Adres governmentrecaives tho royal letters
pitent to convert the indians that might be
inhabiting the “Strait.”

The Crown insists several timee and, in
1746, sands three eategorizal orders.

The fripate San Antonio gete ready and
gets eail from Montevideo to the "Strait” in
1746 to discover some ignored English, Flom-
igh, or French settlement and to try tosat up a
Jeguitic sottlement in Patagonds. 1) Joaquin
de Olivares v Centeno, Spanish lieutenant,
was in charge of the vessals that transported
three Jusuitz. They sailsd along the coast and
they almest reached Cabo Virgenes doing re-
goarch along the consts and at the harbors in
Deseado, Gallages, Santn Cruz, San Julidn,
wte. Both the search for nativas ae well as the
gearch for places fit for missions were futile.
What iz more, they tame back from Patagonia
digappointed and they cama to the eonclusion
that the best place was Port Desire,

Other maritime expeditions followed. this
sne which, leaving from Buenos Aires sailed
down to San Julidn and Port Dasire, bot they
nevar reached Tierra del Fuego,

There were many merchant ships thatround-
ing Cape Horn sailed from Callao to Spein. A
few of them sighted land in the River Flate but
niong of them was engaged in exploring axtapt
for some izlends and rocks they descried by

—
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chance. For exampls, the merchant ship Auro-
ra caughtaight of the islands named after it in
1762 These ialands were also descried by the
San Miguel (1769), then agam by the Aurora
(1774) and the Dolores and the Princesa in
the same year (1790},

Only one out of all these Spanish merchant
ahips stayed in Tiarra del Fuego for long, but
with no exploratory objectivea. This ship was
the Purisima Concepeidn which, sailing from
Montevideo to Callao, luffed on 10* January
1785, The place 1= near Calets Falsa {called
Consolpeion port) in Peninsula Mitre, The
wreckors built there a small sehooner 16-m-
over-all langth sut of the ship and went back to
Buenoe Airés in 23 days' time, Although the
schooner was small, it was named after a pomp-
ous name, the Nuestra Real Copifona San
Joseph ¥ las Animas, and known as Buen
Sueeso. In her hold, 193 wrockars traveled so
tightly cloge that four of them died out of
suffocation,

During the time they stayed at Conselacion
port, they got in touch with the aatives (it is
highly probable that they were Haugh}, who
approached frendly. A proof of this iz that,
when the wreckors embarked to return to
Boenos Aires, ..t was on the natives ghoaul.
ders becauge they voluntesred te do o as a
gign of frisndship and affection, so thers iz no
doubt that it would be quite sasy to tame
them_.." aceording te a sailor's sceount. He
thought that it was an excellent place tazet up
a colony.

In all those voyages and throughout a long
time, we can Sos that there was a constant —the
aren was a danger difficult to survive and every-
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bady tried to get through as quickly as possibla
undergoing tempests to arrive in lands with
mexhaustible riches (aither the sastern spices
or the gold and silver from Paru) and & milder
climate.

Expeditions from the River Plate: Royal
Concern for the Territories South off
the River Plate

But hecause of this wreek, Carlos IT1 thought
it necassary to settle down a village in Tierra
del Fusgo. 3o he ordared the Governer of Bue-
nas Aires to inspect the Strait of Magellan and
the Land down to Cape Horn and to eatechize
the docile natives found by the wrackers of the
Purigima Concepeidn,

Then, & little brig of 12 m of over-all langth,
the San Franciscoe de Paoula, and two vesss]s
for burden were built, In this way, they could
take care of the "conservation and develop-
ment of Islas Malvinas, the mouth of the Strait
of Magellen, and Tierra del Fuegn,* according
to the governor of Buenos Aires.

Don Manuel Pando put to sea for the south
an 19" January 1768 in charge of the brig. The
aim was o feund acolony-portin the area of the
shipwredk of the Purisima Concepeidn, Far
this purpese, thers was a groop made up of &
sergeant, #ix infantey seldiers, four Dominican
friars, and the crew of the sailing-ship.

They sighted land at San Sebastisn hay,
where tliey got in touch with the natives (Onas-
Shelloman) and visited their dwellings and
gave them jingle bells and other baubles as
presents. They sat off from this area with the
1den of sighting land at Consolacidn port, but
bad weather prevented this and, after calling
at Malvinas, they sailed on bound for Busnos
Alres.

At the same time (January 1768), Captain
Perler in charge of the Andaluz sailed along
the Patagonian coast, the mouth of the Strait,
and reached Cabo Virgenes sailing back to
Montevidea,

Pando iz erdered to leave port again, so the
same year he doss with the brig and the schoo-
ner San Rafael. They arcived in the mouth of
the Strait after having aighted land at Port
Dusire and, grven bad weather conditions, they
raturned te the River Plata.

An aexpedition commanded by Lisutenant
Don Franciseo Gil ¥ Lemoes (December 1768)
with the frigats Santa Rosa and twi suppart
ships that was assipned to recopnize Makbdnas
find then the Strait was not that suscesaful.
Storms were so many and so violent that the
pim could not be falfilled although it sighted
land on Mabinas and at Port Degire.
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Other voyages from Buenos Aires followed
Pilot Goicochea's (17T0-1771), Pilot Alejo Ber-
linguera’s, who apparently navigated along
the eastern coast of Tierra del Fuego (17713,
But nons of thess expeditions gok in touch with
regional inhabitants, They justundecwent bem-
peets and quickly returned to the Fiver Flate,

From these sxpeditions on, he decided ta
orgamza others i order to colonize Patago-
nis, especially after seving Lhe English palicy
in Egmont port and in the Malvinas. As from
1778, maritime expeditions were followed by
the foundation of several settlements and for-
tifications which, as years went by, became
the present ports of Dessado, Viedma, Rio
Negro, el

Owing to the increasing presence of foreign
ships to fish and catch amphibia andfor cetacea
{espocially by the “South Sea Company”), the
Spanish: government set up the Roval Man-
time Fishing Company. The idea was to take
advantage of the abundant number of cetaces,
amphibis, and cedfish 50 that the colonization
were effective and offered support to the settle.
meant of new colonists in those isolated places
with the profits, On the other hand, this wounld
mark an effective presence in the Avatral seas
thus carmg for the severeignty that eorre-
aponded to the Spanish both in the gea and
land, The Government of Malvinas —apart
from Carmen de Patagones— was the south-
ernmost logkout post.

Although the feetand the fmancial condition
of Spain wers declining, Carlos 111 ordered an
exploration of the Strait of Magellan and Cape
Homnwith the pim ofidentifying the safest routs
o the Pacifie, On the other hand, they had to
makezea-lanes and carry oo hydrographictasls.
So the frigate Senia Maria de la Cabeza loft
Cadiz port on 82 October 1785 commanded by
captain D, Antenio de Cdrdova v Lasso. This
expedition provided real data —without fanta-
gigs— ahaut the natives of the Btrast and the

surrounding ares. The expedition came back
withouthaving completed the work, winch went
on in 1736 by ancther expedition commanded by
Cardova with the packet boats Santa Casilda
and Sanfa Eulalia. These two were the first
seientific Spanish expeditions and they were
fitted with important equipment {navigation
equipment got in England), specializad staff,
and they were completely devoted to that pur-
poae. The ohjettive of the campaipn was to study
the region.

Bougainville {1763, 1764 and 1766)

French maritime scientific expeditiona start
officially under Louis Anteine Beugainville, The
first one sets sail from Saint Mals pert en 15
Saptember 1763 with the frigate L'digle, and
the corvette Le Sphins. It touches land at
Malvinas and, on the sastern side, founds Saint
Louis port {at Anunciacidn bay) talking posses-
gion of the islands in the name of Luais XV, This
voyage is followed by smother on 6 Cictoher
17684 and Bougainville returns to Mabanas on
the L' Aigle with settlers and different utensils
for the colooy in Saint Lows,

Then he puts to sea for the Steait of Magel-
lan where he looks for the necesaary woad for
the colony m Malbrnas. It is on this secazion
when he sees John Byron's flest that, an 23%
January 1765, founds port and fort Egmont in
west Malvina taking possession in the name of
King Goeorge IT1. Byron aails tha Strait of Ma-
gullan with the veazels Polphin and Tomor
and, on entering the Pacifie, he discovers many
1lands, After doubling Cape of Good Hope, he
heads for England thus completing another
voyage around the world.

In 1776, Bougainville comes back to Iakvi-
nas on the frigate Boudewse with the gim of
racavaring them for tha Spanish Crown, Scian-
kigts gpecialized in botany, astronomy, and
naturalists are on board. The Spanish frigates
Liebre and Esmeralda join the L” Etolie and
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aavigate in cinyvoy until they reach Louis port
oir 1* April 1767, when the ceremony of the
restitution of the archipelapo takes place, The
name of the port changes for Seledad and the
firzt Spanish governcr, Ruiz Puente, settles
down until 1773

Toward the end of the year, Bougainvills
arrives af the Strait of Magellan and beging to
penetrale it among stormns and unfaverable
winds, Meanwhile, scientists make all kinds of
ohservations. They get in touch with the na-
tives —both Feegian and continental—, de-
gcribe their canoes, costumes, way of life, atc.
In fifty-two daya' ime, he crossea the strait and
in an exploration voyvage he goas on up to
Tahiti. There, they make moumerable astro-
pomic observations, study the Polynesian ves-
sels, the costoms of these socictics, gather an
important herbanum, zoslogical samples; es-
praally diservering and exploring o great deal
of islands and atolls. After two years and foar
months, they reach Baint Maldport . [twasan
important acientific voyage that gave France
data for its maritime, political, and sconomis
expansien. Beaides, it contriboted touniversal
EOIETICE,

Carteret's, Wallis" and James Cook's
English Voyvages

Although Carterst and Wallis Toft port to-
gethar from England a few days after Byron's
arrival, they practically saled on their own.
Wallis wae given Byron's ship —the Dolphin,
O the contrary, Carteret was grven and old
and hoavy porvette, The fleat was made up of
three ghips that get aail from Plymeuth on 22+
September 1776 and fixed Port Famine a3 a
mesting point in the Strait of Magellan,

They met there and, after repais and replen-
ishing, they set smil without fioing a new meat-
ing point., After a thousand vicisstudes and

Moutan albokrass [Le Mond de lo Mar}
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with hiz ship abschutely destroved, Carberst
finished his vovags around the world without
meeking Wallis again,

As ragards Wallis, he sighted land in Tehiti
where he got to know “quesn Oberea” and got
provisions. The natives were hostile bothering
him all time, So he demonstrated his power by
wstng has cannon fring against canoes and the
beach. He alpo sent several saboleurs to de-
stroy all canoes,

From thal moment on, the Tahitians be-
haved snore sabmissively and supplied the
ship with provisions in exclisnge for baukles,
After doubling Cape of Good Hope, the expadi-
tion arrived in England after avoyage of aboot
G630 days

James Coolt (1768-1773)

He was an excellent gaslor whe not only
made geegraphic discoveries but alse made
aceurate sheervations sbout how to face the
worst of marine dizeages —scarvy.

He gt gail from Plymouth on 28% Detober
1768 on & acientific mizgion to the Austreal seas
on board ofthe 370-ton Endeavour. Botaniats,
naturalizts, draftemen, a surgeon, and a doctor
also traveled i the crew. In January 1769,
thay reached port for the first trme 1n Fuegian
land at Bahin Buen Sucese whon navigating
through Lo Mare, Betanists enjoved them.
sehvog gathering samples of celery, watororess;
deseribed the Austral birch (Nofofogus), and
wars astonished at the variety of flowers and
plonts difforant from the Europesn's and st the
abundance of huge algae that were named
Fucns Giganfens. They also got in touch with
the natives and mades many ocheervations about
their customs, clothes, dist, ste.

They sailed along Tierra del Fusgs for thirty
days drawimg the following conclusion: the
most safs route & via Cape Hom. In vovages
from the Atlantic to the Pacific (East - Weat),
and aceording to the sea and wind, the sailor
had to chose between Le Maire strait and
sailing by the east of Isla de los Estados. The
vayapge went for Polynesia where his stay be-
came of great importance.

The second voyage started om 13" July
1773, when setting off from Phymouth on the
Regolution accompanied by the Adveniure
ender the orders of Captain Tobias Furneaus,
He headed =ast and crossed the Antarctic
polar circle several times finding icebergs over
100 high meters, He explored the South Pacif-
ic and foresaw the existence of the Antarctic
Continent. He arrived in Tierra del Fusgo by
the west and decided to explore it. He visited
the islands and different geographical acei-
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dents that surround the western entrance to
the Strait of Magellan and took down notes of
evierything, even islets and rocks.

He found the natives (the ones Boogeinvills
called pecherais) of whom he commented:
# . they were rich snly in seal skin which they
hunted with arrews, harpeons or sticks (...)
from their miserable shelters they transported
fire te their canoes,..," etc.

Furnszux also explored Nassau Bay and,
after inspecting the false Cape Horn, headed
for the real one of which he said: “.. It 15 the
southermmost extreme of & group of 1slands, of
yeveral sizks, which lay in front of Nassou Bay,
amd. " (zich

Hewent on towards Buen Suceso bay where
he was supposed to join the Advendire and in
waters infested with whales he visiled and
studiad Isla de los Estades, apart frem sar-
roundingislands such as Observatorio which ia
described as full of *..seals, sea wolves, fur
seals, und sealions,” fich

On 16th January, they sizited the South
Georgias christaning islands and islets that
had no name after the officers of the shap
(Fickersgill, Clerke, ete.). He discoverad the
Sandwich del Sur Istands {South Thule) and
went back to England two years and ahalf after
his departure, Out of the 118 membeara of the
crew, only one fell ill. Cook's antiscorbutic diet
wis absolutely suceesaful. It was mainly based
on getting meat, vegetables, and fresh water
provisions apmany times as possible as well az
on the ingeation of dtric fruits.

L W g e
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In this voyage, Cook rejects definitively the
possibility of the existance of an Austral conti-
nent although he foresees the possible exist-
encea of an Antarctic continant covered with ice
gven in sumrmar time.

Bpanish Expedition of the Italian
Malaspina (1789}

This expodition was planned &0 carry m
sciontific and astronomic research that could
be applied to the development of trade and
navigation making sea-lanes more aceurate
The age of discoveries had already finished
and the posaibility of finding new territories
and unknown riches was remote, except for
some igland or human group of Little mmpor-
Lange.

O 30" July 1789, the corvettes Adrevida
and Dezcubierta, commanded by Don Alejan-
dro Malasping, left from Cadiz. Although this
expedition was very famous and is regarded as
pne of the best organized by Spain —wnith
scientists and all kinds of equipment—, they
did wery Little in Twerra del Fusge. In Puerto
Deseado, they did stay and conducted an excel-
lent research and, in Malvinas, they sighted
land near pork Egmont, Later on, they went to
Tierradel Fusgo where they sailed through the
mouth of Le Maire strat and wisited the north
side of Isla de los Estados. They reached the 607
of south latitude and rounded Cape Horn haad-
ing far Chilog.

In 1793, on their way back from Asia, they
visitod Tierra del Fuego again, Butthey did not
contribute to the knowledge of the archipalaga,
sxeapt for the fact that they were in Valentin

and Buen Suceso bays —in the eastern ax-

Cormarant |Les Mysteres de ["Oesan)|,
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treme of Tierra del Fuege— apart from having
goin gmoke m the distance Thie deoes not
laagen the marst of the important work earried
out in deawing over sevanty navigation charig,
making new eourses, and gathering important
botanical, pistorial, mineralogical, and zoclog-
icel collections, They also studied the customa
of the populations they vizited, their languag-
&8, and made many other oheervations of dif-
farank knnds (better trade routes, protestion of
conways, ate ).

Unfortunately, aftar over a five-vear's sx.
padition —and though Malaspina proved a
graat sailor— he was not that great in pali-
tice, He ended up imprisoned and all the
amaring material shinined was destined to
sealed drawers, many of which were lost and
othars opened towarda the end of the late 194
canbary.

Simultaneonsly with Malaspinas voyage
and, because of his sdvice, the viceroy Loreto
sonds to Tierra del Fusgothe corvette San Pio
in charge of Lieutenant Elizalde and the brig-
antine Nuestro Sefiora del Cormen [ 15-12.
1790, in charge of pilot De la Pefia, Once they
arrived st Buen Suceso, lieatenant Elizalde
commanded a coastal study of the sastern
extrame of the island. With all speed they
traveled along Buen Suceso cape, Yalantin and
Apuoirre bays —in the last one they found
natives— arriving at San Pio cape in front of
Isla Nueva. Bad weather made it difficult for
the vessels to retorn, They had to go back to the
Rio de la Plats after a brief stay in Puerto
Soledad.

These ware the lazt Spanish men in Puegian
wabers. At the same time, whalers from the
USA, England, and the Scandinavian Penin-
sula hunted around the Fuegian archipelagn.
Many of these ships doubled Cape Horn to go
en whale hunting in Pacific waters.
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The Operations of The Royal Maritime
Fishing Company

Spain was a pioneerin the art of fishing and
hunting of amphilia and whales, but it started
to lege territory oven importing whalebene,
gperm, and dry codfish. With an extended mar-
itime littoral, both in the Iberian Peninsula
and in its oversens territories, Spain hed to
encourage the industry that had developed the
art of navigation and the nautisal knowledge
both by officers and by the seamanship, But the
measures teken incressed only a Hittla the
activity in the main ports of Spain, and the
regull in America was also poor.

The intersst in developing the activity in
the new world was not merely to reactivats
the industry or te supply food, but to develop
a political and strategie plan. The riches of the
Anetral Seas —precizely the pinnipadia of its
coasts and islands— attracted many nations
which were enemiee of Spain: This was the
arigin of the foar of settlements in Patagonia
—agithad happened in Malvinas— that Spain
gaw as a near possitbibity. On the other hand,
ships that approached not only were engagod
in hunting and fishing bot they also tried to
gell European products. To round it off, they
tried to smupgle in both viss.

Therafore, & Royal Ordinance insttuted
The Royal Maritime Fighing Company (1789)
with thie precise intention: "In the fishing
fiald I wish the hunting of whales, dry and
lean fish to be promoted in distant seaz and
coasts such as Africe’s, Campeche's and in
Buenos Aires and in the surroundings of the
Straits of Maire and Magellan. Thers is abun-
dance of whales all along the Patagonian coast
and those of the provinces of the Rin de 1a
Flata that English, French, and other nations
[...)] Fishing in remote regions not only in-
creases navigation but also incresses the
knowledge and experience
about their risks, the dis-
covery of courses and
coasts, and the agility and
skill of the maneuvers of
large ships, which neither
happens nor is achieved
with the whole fishing in
our conbignous coasts," {ar-
ticleld8 of the "Ressrved
Instruction for the State
Council"worked out by the
Easl of Flonidablance and
endorsed by the King in
1787). As wa can see, the
inkantions were variows

and, bo Gshing in ikself, col-
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There he took the first hydrographie measures
and made meteorological observations.

Phillip Parker King, Pringles Stokes,
Robert Fitz Roy, and Murray

Oni 22 May 1826, an important expedition
sat agil from Plymouth and established Fam-
ine Port (in the Strait of Magellan) as its
operations base. Their mizgion was to study all
the Austral part of the American continent,
from the Kio de la Plata to Chileé Island in the
Parific,

Commander Phillip Parker Hing was in
tharge of the corvetis Adveninre. Mesnwhile,
the irigate Feagle was commanded by Pring-
les Stoke who had the herdest part of the
campaipn end ended up committing swicide,

The first stage of the expedition was des-
HAned to the study of the Strait, after whach it
¢ back to Montevideo in 1627, The second
stage consisted of an inspection of the Chilean
coast from the strait wp to Chilee that was
carried on m March 1828, For this mission the
schooner Adefaida joined in. The inspection
was in charge of Pringles Stokes with the
Beagle, which came back to Fort Famine in
July having underwent a number of storms
and sethacks. In the meantime, Captain Park-
er King stayed at the base carrying on shorl
expeditions. Stokes’ nerves must have been
destroved when he went back as he shot him-
gelf desd.

When the fleat arrives in Montevideo, officer
Robert Fitz Hoy is named Captain of the Bea-
Ele and Skyring overtakes the commeand of the
Adelaida. In Apnl 1820, they started with the
third campasgn, Parker Bing headed for Islade
los Estados on the Advendure and from thers
to Cape Horn, where he left provisions for
Faoster and observed the Wollaston iglands and
then gailed for Chilod to meet Fitz Boy again.

During thal spme peried, the Beagle ex-
plored the western region of the Strait of Ma-
gellan and then went to Chiledé where some
reparations were done, The ship left port for
the sonth with the aim of carrying on atudies
from Pilar cape to Cape Horn and especially in
the area of Nazsaw bay and Hoste izland, In
that voyags, master Murray diecovered the
south-east branch of Beagle canal (", _a canal
that runa to the weat..."). From Orange bhay,
Murray récognized the strait named after lim
{Murray Channel) and penatrated Beagle ca-
nal sailing to Gable island, The sxploration
went on for the islands L'Hermite, Diego
Eamirez, Barnevelt, and anchored on Lennosx,
From that place, maater Murray penetrated
the Beagle channel viziting the baya Valentin,
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Aguirre, and Slogget; Buen Soceso Cape, and
then he vigited Navaring island coast to the
sonth coming back to Murray channal and,
afterward, to the Beagle,

For the frst time, & scientific and Gdvstudy
had been carried on. On the other hand, the
mestng with the native ¥Yamanas wes daily
and this made 1t possible to study their cos-
toms and behavier thoroughly, When mastar
Murray explored the channel named after him
nob only described the area peegraphically but
also ebserved the following: ™. great numbeara
of natives near the narrow passage and up-
ward of & hundred canoes were seen in one day,
gach containing from two to six people...” On
this voyages, there were different alternatives
such as Jemmy Button’s, s young native given
that nickname, who was exchanged by but-
tons. A girl was christanad Fuegia Baskst be-
rause the canoe on which she was seiling was
basket-like, and in the memory of & boat stolen
by the Yemanas & third native was christened
Boat Mamory, York Minster was thus named
in reference to the two peaks crag in Waterman
island named by James Cook.

Reconnaissance navigations went on along
the eastern coast of Tierra del Fuego up to Ban
Sebastian bay because they were looking for
the presumed channel that several sailors had
assurcd mosted. After reaching Montevides,
they arrived in Plymoutl on 14 October 16830
earrying o lot of cartographic meterial and four
natives from Tierra del Fuego, Fitz Roy's idea
was to take them to England to educate them
and sand them back to their nativeland se that
they tranamitted what they had leamt to their
CORNErYIen,

The second expedition started at the end of
1321 (Dacember, 27 after long negotiations
before the Admiralty, in the first place to make
it a reality and, léter on, to pet the required
materials for the ships given. So the Beagle
was repaired and with most of the former crow
they set sail with the mission of doing research
on the Patagonian coast and on the Tiarra del
Fuego channals,

Fite Roy intonded to come badk to his land
with thy noativis, except for Boatk Memory who
had died of smallpox, Among the luggage trav-
eled the catechist Richard Matthews, who in-
teridad to stay to preach among the Fuegian,
and the naturalist Charles Darwin,

They celebrated the Christmag of 1832 in
Cape Horn, after doing research along the Pat-
agonian coasts and ports and enduring hard
storms —in which they almoat loet the ship—,
arrived in Woolya (Ulaia or Wulaia), the native
land of Jemmy Button. The three natives and
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the catachist Rechard Matthows disembarked
there. Fite Roy and his man set up a series of
constroctions leaving materials for plowing and
all kinds of supplies.

They went on exploring in the south-aast
branch of the Beagle Channel, On coming back
and approaching Woolya, they bumped into
manynatives wearing Eurapean Clothes, Thoy
immediately loocked for priest Mattheus and
embarked with all their possesgions, During
the few days the priest was alone, hundreds of
Yamanas surrpunded him and took mest of the
presentathat had been given to Fuegia, Jemmy
Button, and York Minster on leaving Engtand.
Theyrreturnad to Montevideo and went an with
the works they had started on the Argentine
coast.

In December 1833, they set off again for the
south with another ship —the schooner Asd-
vendtre (ex Unicorn, formearly owned by Lord
Cochrane}—, apart from the veasel Beagle.
After doing research in the Strait of Magellan,
they reach Port Famine and sight land at San
Sebastiin bay to try to find the non-existent
union between the twooceans, In March 1334,
they arrived at Woolya to find that the Fue-
gians browght rom England had adopted their
previous way of life, They went on exploring
and studying till June 1834, when they raacled
England coming from Port Famina,

During the two campaigna, they had carrnd
on the most important exploration work up ta
that moment. They pot thousands of data that
made it possible to lecate islands, channals,
and ports. Theywera in touch with the Fuegian
and Charles Darwin's ohservations on flora
pnd fauns in the sowth of South America wers
important. Unfortunately, he sentenced the
Yamanas by referring to them as © _the most
imizerable and despicable creatiuras T hirve ever
gaon nowhera alga,..” The impression he got
from them was ominoes as he wrote “. . men in
their original savagery,” and many vears |atar
the naturalist wrote aboul the Fuegian saving
= the Towest state of perfecting in the whale
world.” Although at the end of his life he re-
tracted himself, the Foegians® fate had already
been set.

Europeans Stay in the Austral Area
Almogt at the same time when the Beagle
Ohannel was discovered (by Fitz Roy 1831-36),
ar just a few years later, several impartant
events for the Austral area took place. On the
one hand, the English vsorped 13las Malvinas
{ 1853), On the otherhand, the American Palm-
er (16829} with his Antarctic discoveries pro-
moted the explorations in the unknown conti-
nent; Chile settled down in the Strait of
Magellan (Fuerte Bulnes, 18437, gold was dis-
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covered i California {1848); Anstralia and its
colonmization (1861) incressed considerably as
wall as navigation south off Cape Homn; steam-
ers started to use tha strak and the competi-
tion between steamers and sails broke cut

The svuth of Tierra del Fuego was visited by
sealion hunters and expeditions and drew the
pttontion of Anglican misgionaries (South
Amorican Missionary Society), who mads a
frst attempt to settle down in 1836 to try to
"civilize" the Yamanas,

The Chilean wers interested in the north
of Tsla Grande de Tierra del Foege and car-
ried on their first expedition i 1879 {Genta
Grande - Porvenir); and some years later
gold-diggers (Julio Popper in San Sebastian)
and the Salesian missionaries {1886} with
their attempt to *ovilize” the natives Onas!
Shelkman apd Alacaluf followed, In 1584,
the Argentine Navy arrived in Ushuaia bay
and Isla de los Estados and took possession of
the area. Until then, only one Argentine had
visiled those places gailing in Cape Horn and
the Strait of Magellan Strait —he waa Don
Liuis Piedra Buena.

Luis Piedra Buena and the Austral
Extreme

This brave sailer, soalion hunter, whaler
and then army man/seldier learnt to navigate
m the Austral seas from captain Smiley. In
1853, he feund the corpses of the companions of
the missionary Allen Gardiner in Puerto Es-
pofol, By 1859, Piedra Buena owned his own
ship, the Naney (later on chrictensd Eepora,
1865}, A ship for sealion hunting, which went
on sailing under the Argentine flag,

He fitted the ship with two small cennons to
protect it from other seslion hunters wha
claimed the hunbing ares of the Argenting
south as theira and alss to defand himsell from
thewrecker beachcombers, The ssuth was aban.
doned and depended on iks oam fortuns. Thers
were abundant parates and all kinds of fortune
hunters.

So, without intending it, Piedra Buena starts
te recover Ehe Argentine soversignty in tha
South Atlantic. Enowing the ares hecanse of
hig activity as sealion hunter, whaler and pen-

in hunter, he knew how to sail in the area
and he bilt shelters for possible wrackers. Ons
of these shalters was on Isla de los Estades, the
other on tha Strait of Magellan —bath of them
to mark the Argentine position in the place,

He worked in the establishmant oo Pavin
igland, on Iala de los Estades, in Mabranas and
in Punta Arenas —town where ha bought a

general store.
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In grattode for his work, the government
entitlas hom with “Ad Hoenores Honorary Cap-
tain of the Navy™ (1864) and Isla de les Bstados
in property (1868), whers he set up penguins
and sealions establishments. In 1869, he triad
to seitle down a colony at San Gregorio bay, on
the Strait of Magellan, but the government in
Busnos Aires failed to send what they had
promised and Pisdra Buena's plans failed and
thiz part of the strait corresponding to the
Argentine was defimitively lost, At that tme,
Argenting was at war with Paraguay and the
government was not that interested in the
"desert southern lands," For president Domin-
go F. Sarmiento, the Strait of Magellan and tha
Austral extreme did no exist. In fact, he pre-
ferred them to belong to Chile.

Piedra Buena's presence on the archipelags
ig famous for the phrase he left written in Cape
Horn “Here s the end of the Argentine Republic
dominions. On Isla de los Estodos, Port Cook,
wreckers are helped. Nancy, 1863 Cap, Luis
Pigdra Buena. * On & copper sheet, he painted
the Arpentine flag and fxed t-on & rock,

Ha introdused goats on Isla de los Estados
(1873) —which can be seen nowadays in the
weatern part of the island— ao that wreckers
could find food. It iz highly probable that this
was derived from his own experience. This was
the year when he Iost his Esporg in De las
Nutrias port and built the Ludeito cutter oubof
the remains (March 1873), With this hittle 11-
meters-long vassel he engaged in seabion hunit-
ing in the area, Anyway, he went on rescuing
wreckers such as v, Hangen's, Pastolus’,
Eagle's. Twa vears later, he 20ld the Luisito
and bought the schooner Santa Crus.

In 1876, he joined the Navy and worked as
an axpert in subjects regarding the sonth and
tonk part in several expeditions —Bove's, for
pxpumple, He died of eivrhosis at the age of 50

Hig descendants kept the island for somea
years, butthen asked the government to buy it.
The Enghish were abways interested in this
place. In 188 L, they offered Piedra Buens 10,000
pounds sterling for the igland. As he declined,
they offered him the same sum for hall the
land. Without his intervention, it is highly
probable that the south Argentine frontier wers
nowadays guite different

The Arrival of the “South Atlantic
Expeditionary Division™

In 1883, President Julio A. Roes decided to
send A divigion to the south to settle dewn
maritime prefectures to shew the national sov-
ergignty and to help in navigstion and the
rescuing of wrechers.
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The Aeet —semewhat heterogeneous— was
made up of seven ships. The corvette Parand
waschosen a8 fagehip. The transport Villard-
na, the dispateh boat Comodore Py, the small
boat Cape Horn, and the cutters Bohic Blan-
ca, Patogones, and Santa Cruz éscorted it.
Cpmmodore Aupusts Lasserre was in chargs
and the fest reached port in San Juan de
Salvaments in Apnl 1884, In fact, the first
vessale to-arrive wern the cervette Poarand,
the Villarine and
the Comodors Py
heocause they were
gtaamers. The reat
laggwd behind.

Az aoon as they
arroved, they start-
zd with the building
of e Tegh thiouse and
thie plant for the
maritime subprefac. |
pure whichwomld be
incharge of the light-
housa, and the res-
oo st

In September, they put to zea for Ushuaia
hay arriving on the 28", Lucas Bodges saw
them arrive and described the event as follows:
* we could not believe our eves when we gaw
four ships which were obvicusly destined to
our part, arriving in the Beagle channel. Three
of them were steamers and one carried a sail-
ing cutter in tow [the Parand, the Villarine,
the Comodere Py, and the Pafagones). A
preat tumult aroused in our quiet little village,
as such a gight had never been experienced; the
excited indigenous people gathared around my
father and Lawrence asking them what kond of
threat would that bring...”

Ushuaia

Why was Ushuaia chosen? It must have
been Lasserre’s own decision or some oral ge-
eret instruction. The place is away from the
typical sen-lane to Cape Horn. The reasen
might have been the presence of English mis-
sionaries that, on the sne hand  sncouraged the
human setilement because they had "ovitized"”
the Fuegian and, on the other hand, might
have influsnced the authorities to fear a for-
pign pettlement in & national territory. Proest
T. Bridges was intited to hanl down the three-
eolared English Mag with the white eroes of tha
mission and to hoizt the Argentine pavilion
and he did nol object this order.

In orderto avaid bothering the activity of tha
mission, the subprefecturs post settlad down in
front of it in a little bay known ae “Alakushwrs-

L

18" (steamer duck bay), The name Ushusia ales
denvesfrom the Yamanalanguspe and aceord-
ingto Lueas Bridges' book Uitermost Part of
the Earth it means: “interior portfacing west.”

Aoroom for the office and another for the chief]
i house with rooms for the adjutant, sergeant
major, and shipyard workers; a warehouss and a
large shed for the ssamen were bailt. This was
the primitive nueleus that gave hirth to the town
of Ushusis. Howses were made of wood with a
channeled maetal
shaot roof and with
paperinsulation in-
siide. Thia architec-
tonicstyleremained
for many years and
even today some of
thiz houses may be
foumnd.

On 12% October
1884, the official
ceremony of the
subprefeture inag-
guration teek place,
Thomas Bridges
was invited aswell a3 the rest of the members of
the misgion and their families. From then on,
every October 12% the Day of Ushusia 1= cele-
brated, In 1385, a netional decree names this
town capitel of the new Territory, At the begin-
ning, Ushuais station depended on San Junn de
Salvamente’s, situated oo Isla de log Estados,

Some days later, the squadron set suil for an
axploratory expedition to pet familiar with the
Foegian channels. The missionaries Bridges
and Lawrence were the pileta,

Boon afterwards, all the ships came back to
Buenos Aires leaving the Comodore Py as the
stotion ship whith joined Ushuaia with San
Juan de Balvamenta,

The first Argentine to stay in the place, in
charge of the station, was Luis Fique, Some
time later, ke set up a store in Ushuais callod
“El Primer Argentinc” (1283}, He alss import-
ad anim:ls to get up acattle establishment and
asawmill. Always enterprising, he inaugurat-
od the first small musasls packing plant but he
wae not lucky (1880), For this purpose, he pot
the frst allowanees in Argenting to set up a
shellfish establishment The area authorized
for this exploitation was the Beagle channel
betwean Lapataia and Harberton. The decres
was signad by President Jolio A Hoea.

AL that time, there was a debate about the
choies of Ushuoaia as the Capital of Tierra del
Fuaga. The possibility of moving it to the narth
gideof the izland was considerad. The reasan for
thiz place to be chosan depanded on the advice of

Sawing knees
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frgats beutenant Félix Maria Paz, the first
puthority of the island {1835 - 1890} who, after
a short vigit around the rest of the archipelago
{5 daya), came back to Busnos Aires and decided
the site for the government. He was probably
imfluenced by the Anghican mussionares who
practically did not know the north of the archi-
pelago. Dther places thought (o be in a eonve-
nient location were, Buen Suceso bay (on Le
Maire straith and the mowth of the river Hin
Grande

In 1886, Thamas Bridges decided to retire
fram his misgionary activity and settled down
in the gurroundinga of Gabls izland whare he
got up the first cattle sgtablishment in Tierra
dal Fuego, As time went by, he opened a genear-
al store hesoming one of the main pupplisrs in
Uahuaia for pold-diggers, other establishments,
and shipa looking for fresh mest

Progress went on. Among thes first impor-
tant events, we can mention the mavguratinn
of the Escuela Nacional N* 1 [("Demingo Faus-
tine Sarmiento" and of the post office (188K
The government spened & road from Tehuaia
to Lapateia, where a sawmill that Iater be-
longed Lo tho prisen was 3et up. The settling
down of the prison encouraged the develop-
mant of the village, At that time, Ushuaia had
about 3(Hl settlers (including natives). Most of
tham ware single and sixty cut of them be-
longed to the Government and the Police, Then
came the pier for the port, the Navy bases and
various private enterprises. Butletussee what
the southarnmoest town in the world lecked like
according to Wordenskgild in May 1898:°_. The
Capital of the southern extremes an irregular
number of barracks. The most beautiful ones
are the government honse, alarge red building

Ushuinie's loundation,
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flanked by two large wings, and the governor’s
room, a little white one-story house, with a poor
appearance, bat fumished with an extrasrdi-
nary hoxury and slegance at thege latitudez.™

*“The rest of the houses are made of wood,
covered with zine shests, many of them with
Little neak gardens at the front. A rather low
hmiage 12 Hie dehoal, Ak ha moment, k15 nmpl:;,.'
The preceptor was degtined here some yaars
agn, but a3 he sonaidered that the number of
students ia net high enoogh for him to stay, he
remained in Bosnes Ajres "

"Mowadays the sstablishment has been
turned into & hatal (...) The inhabitants of
Ushuoaia arse civil servants end tradera. Head-
ing them is the governcr (.) At this moment,
maost of them are engaged in the sslling of
liquors and thereis a café with a billiards room
whare the inhabitants meet. These mestings
are the only local antertainment.”

“The most important event in the fife of
paopleof Ushuaia is the arrival of 2 ghip, Every
mionth, one arrives bringing news and provi-
gions. Without these provisions, inhabitants
eould starve to death. (.,) the national party
i,..} wag celebrated with the characteristic an-
thusziazam of the people who have no chance of
having fun, The whole village was decorated.. ”

"At sunget, thers were fireworks and once
the last petard explodad, the whole sosiety of
Llshuaia assembled for a full dress dinner at
the governor's. In theevening, a group of indig-
enous people performed a warhke dance..”
This was the descripticn by the remarkable
explorer and, thanks o 1t, we can tmagine how
the village and its way of hife were,

By that tme, Tierra del Fusgo had 477
inhabitants m all. Thers were 203 Europeans

.l Jl.ﬁ:lﬂ [
25 Moy 1884,
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{ninetesn of them were women} and 100 na-
tives in Ushonia The reast was geattared all
aver the bays and establishmenta.

Communieations were only via sea and de-
panded on a Naval Transport ehip that once a
menth —sometimes it was rather delayed—
joined Buencs Aires to the several ports in
Patsgonia snd the Fuegian archipelagn. As
ima waent by; some sattlers bought vesaols that
mads it poasible to finish with the ahssluts
imolation they lived in.

There ware cases, such as that of the axpedi-
tisnaries of the Belgica, in which they took
garrier-pigeons bought in Punta Arenas. With
them on hoard, they ventured to Antarctica ar
syplored channels and islands. This meana of
communication Mailed. More than ene pigesn
was lad away by the wind.

The 1adation of Ushuain —imposed by the
pordillera that surrounds it— eventaally fin-
ishes with the opening of the Garbaldi pass
{1936} Through it, run the mail, the telegraph-
line and, later on, the telephone, Waters are no
mare the linkwith Bie Grande, First travelers
by plene (it teok two days from Buknos Aires)
landed on Rie Grande to get to the head of
Fagnano lake by truck and cross the moun-
tains on herse back. It was not until 19566 that
the first private car ran in this ared,

Together with the opening of the route
through the cordillera, several roadawers built.
In different Jirecticns, these tried to run the
whole provines, Complementary routes ap-
peared and, at this moment, s route that is
mibended bo run along the Beagle channel to the
Atlantic is being built: There are many difficul-
ties because thers are areas of rock, apart from

Dol
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desp peat mosses and marabes where filling 18
practicelly impossibla.

The demopraphic growth of Ushusia was
slow and variable. The important initial im-
pulse was onginated in the “preon” and its
commarcial activity and than the maritime
government and the sstting up of naval bases
(1543, Ushuaiaexperimented pericds of 5 sud-
den demographic growth as well as of exodus of
itz inhahitants, In 1914, the cenzus indicated
1,558 imhabitants in Tshoaia: 1,324 of them
were mean and 633 out them were Argenting
ani 478 Spanish. In 1821, Ushaaia had 800
inhabitants living in 202 wooden houses. Many
of these changes sre related wath different
business ventures that attracted many peopla
but feiled. fnot, when the business wiss ovir it
was followed by an emdgration and the remain-
der of permanent roesidents slewly increased,

An example of this phenemena is the contin-
eunl of Spanish people whe arrived in 1813 to
settle down a sardings packing factory or the
first important contingent of Italians (619)
who were brought in 1948 to brild housss.

Trying to encourage the economis growth of
the izland and counteracting the effects of
Punta Arvenas, this territory was declared duty
freq {1966 - Free from taxes). Then, in 1970, a
new custems region wes opaned and, m 1972,
Act 19640 was sanctioned o promote the m-
dustrial development by texes exemptions and
customs regulations, apart from special credits
very copveniant for the potitioner, All Hhese
measures caused an ecomondc prosperity and a
sudden demographic growth. Workers coming
from different parts of Argenting and border-

ing countries wore looking for a job in the
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companies that quekly settled down in the
famous “large shede™ (galpones) and which
wers regdy to leave as soon a5 the exemphions
that bepefited them came t0 an end. So the
impertation of goods was promoted and the
development of industrial astivities of assem-
bling and fitting. But activities that are nato-
rally ralated tothe area sueh as tounsm, which
developed out ofita awn importance and thanles
bo the efforts of a fow vigionaries, wers not
promoted.

For decades, life in Ushuais was supported
by the Govermment in Busnoes Aires and taxes
exemptions of which some dirty businese took
advantige that nowadiys are on tris] (Large
Sheds and The Customs 1990, and sthers). We
can see in census such as the one of 1960 that
marked 3,453 inhabitants in Ushuaia; 1966's
4470 In 1976, the numbsar reached 17,277
inhahitants in the whole of the Argentine
Tierra del Fusgo, 7,171 of which corresponded
to Ushuais and 8,786 1o Hio Grande The

The Frigate Balgica.'
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number of men washistorically higher; in this
last easd there werg 10073 men and 4,470
waman, The mdustrial promotion went on
encouragzing immigration, The following cen-
gus in the Argenting Tierra del Fuego regis-
tered 27,214 inhahitanta ( 1980), 69,408 (1989)
and it is eatimatad that there wore 69,323 by
1951, This drop reflects tha little activity of
the eubsidized companies and the consaquent
risk of s social uproar if an economic gyaters
pn fradl foundations poes on.

Even the Albatros hotels (Ushuaia), Patrel
inn (lake Ezcondido), Eaiken inn (lake Fag-
nanol, Alakush (in Lapatain, later on sst on
fira}, and Cabo San Pable inn were built by the
Govarnment of Tierra del Foegn,

Having in mind a clear geopolitical ohiee-
tive, an attempt wes made to encourags the
local economic development withoot sasing tha
penuine potentiality of the placse —tourism and
the rational exploitation of the natural re-

SOUITEs,
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Features Peculiar to the Climate
and the Sea in the Region

Climate

The regien is divided ints twe climatic and
atmospherie zones corresponding to its ralief.

In the area of the cordillera, bad weather ic
almgat canstant, There iz sbundant rainfel]
and the aky i3 always cloudy. The Pampean
region (MME)} has s doer and colder atmao-
ephere and a clearer sky. Wind 1z stronger and
temperatures are unstabla

Itis mainly a maritime climate, Thore are
fow extremes in the temperature of the wa-
tar, which 1% quite steady throughont the
vear, Meither vary eold in winter, nor too
warin in summer. In gimilar latitudes in the
Northern Hemisphere, the situation iz quite
different. In the caze of New York or Ham-
burg, for exampls, summere are warm and
winters savare.

It com be claimed that chmate hers 15, in
pgeneral, guite varied. Thers 15 a Fuegian soy-
ingrthat reflects this ssbuation very well —"In a
gingla day the four saasons can be prosent.”™ It
is true that a rainy aod cloudy moming may
become s sunny day and, after a Little while, a
snowy equall esn make us Temomber where wa
iz, All this just throughout o marning.

Temperaturas

Let us see average temperatures and their
extremss. In the north-east region, the average
temperature 1s about 107 C and its extremes of
27 C and -16° C, In tha cordilléran region —at
sea lovel— the annual average is about 5° C
and s extremes af 20° Cand -21°

The ealdest months are July and Awpgust.
Mizgianer Bridpes 2aid that temperaturs
dropped a lot between June and September,
but in the west damp regions it rarely freszes,

Inthe Pampean zone things are quite differ-
ent. Thers, it 13 normal to see larpe areas of
frozen land. Rainfall is limited as woll as snow
aceumulation

Precipitations

In the nerthern extreme of the region, annual
rainfall ig of about 280 mm and, toward ths
gouth, it increases and in the central part om the
Baagls Channel —which can be considered to ba
relatively dry— it i of 550 mm, To the west, 1t
rises up to abont 2000 and the same happens
towrard the eastern extreme where rainfall isof
612 mmy (Isla de los Estados and Peninsula
Iitre, eastern extremea of Tierra del Fuegn).
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Precipitations include snow, rain and hail
Fallon snow veries from place to place, It is
estimeted that, above 1000 m, 10 meters of
gnow fall annpally (Darwin Cordillera), and
below 600 metars snow only remaing in wintar,
In Tierra Mayor Valley, for example, there is
snow nsually between Maey and October and
there can be a two-meter acrumulation.

Daylight

Summer days arevery lang and the visitor is
gurprised at having dmner m the sunlight.
Crharing to the inclination of the Earth, a dey
may last for 17 boeurs and 30 minutes; but
davhght i present untl after midnight and
there are only 3 or 4 hoars of darkness, Dorimg
winter, daylight lasts only 7 hours.

Winds

Westarly winds prevail (T5%]) in this region.
Thay blvw constantly with almoest no interrup-
tion, The strongest blow in the western part. In
channels, winds blow in the direction of their
axig and increase in intensity, especially the
ones E-W orientated.

The most windy period goes from September
toMarch, InSeptamber, tempests are frequent
and violent. Till the end of summer, fresh gales
and burricane-like winds blow st intervals of
no more than 4 days. Passing low pressure
cenbers bring them.

In April, as the sun leaves for the north,
atmospheric moevomenks are less intense and
not 50 froquent.

Calm weather, mild, and even warm winds
come from the north during May and June.
Snowfall a5 well as csbm and fop are characker-
istie of July, During the age of tall ships, this
situation was a death trap for many of them,
which wers caught by atrong currents and end-
g their lives againstrocks, islands, or the coast,

Cloudiness

Unfortunately, clear nights without clouds
are followed by cloudy days. Sometimes, it is
clear when the sun rises and, soon afterwards,
it 18 nbsolutely clowdy and then at night stars
are visible apain.

In the Foegian sleppe repion, things are
quike different —as it 15 drier, the sky 15 clearer.

Williwaws
Specifically, only squalls in the moontains
ghould be called like this, bat this name 15 also
applied to cloudbursts or stormy squalls.
When saabing, 1t 18 very difficult to identify
tham as all of them eall for a ot of work and
concantration to kegp the ship under control
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In harbors, small bays, channels, straits, ar
islands with high mountaine, they ocour fre-
quently, They come dovwn the mountsin or run
through the valleys making a great noise —a
mixture of a mass of branches; the whistle of
the wind against the rocks, and the ship itself
togather with a hesvy down pour or hasl which
produces deep gtorm clouds, Sometmes you da
not know if it i3 rain water because water
spouts bring foam and pulverized water from
the sarface of the saa

These sqoalls ara short. Anyway, they may
ba extremely vislent, Minor veasels liles boats
or emall dragnets may be driven by the wind to
finally disappear.

Storms

Storme are to be found (2075 in the north
and 35E sectors. Useally, in the Beagle chan-
nel, they come from the edst,

The percentage of sborms 18 higher on the
olean compared Lo that on the channels with
winde over 45 knots (30 Em'hl Accordmg to
gtatistics, this region is practically the most
stormy place in the world —this iz in the
surroundings of Cape Hoern (between 55° and
607 Seuth, and T0° and 75" West), Hundreds of
ships vanished without leaving traces, as if
gwallowed by marine monsters,

A somber sky is wsmally ssen when wind is
gaing toblew. Cloods show torn edpes. Another
gignal of bad weather i1s a uniform grey sky
with a coptinuens but not ebondant rain. If it
beging in tha NW, then it usually moves to the
BW with more intensity.

It can last just 12 hovrsor 3 or 4 days, whan it
etarts to lessen uniil 1t calms down completaly.
Although storms do notbrng lishtnings or thun-
ders, they do bring —m genoral— a lot of hail.

Strait of Magellan

Although part of this region 15 out of our
wark, we still think it iz of interest to learn
about some of ita characteristics The strait
ahiould be considered in two parts—the western
and the gastern regions. The latter has to-do
dirgctly with the Fuegian archipelage and its
featores are thoss typical of the Fusgian ar
Patagonian steppe.

The waetern sector 18 charactarized for be-
ingin a cedilleran ares and for belonging to one
of the regionswith the highest levels of rainfall
in the world. At the entrance of the strait, on
the Pacific, rainfall reaches 8,000 mm annual-
Iv {6 meters); in the eastern region it drops to
260 mm {0.26 meters) on the Atlantic mouth;
and i Punta Arenas, it i of 430 mom (0.43
mekers), similar to Santiags,
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In the western region, depressions (low pras-
aure centers) stay frequently all through the
vaar and they generate a violent and constant
had weather.

Averape summer temperature is of 12°C an
in winter of 2° C,

A phencmenen that every tourist will be
ahle to find in the sastern part of the strait is
¢the mirage. During ¢alm days, with a pleasant
tamperature and & transparent stmosphere,
jow lands and things on the water surface
nsually appear to be head down, alovated, and
deformed

The Sea: Temperatores, Curréents,
and Tides

Tierra del Faego is swrrounded by waters
that, due to different reasons, were abways
feared by satlors and gimple passsngere or
tourista. This is besause in this sea pevaeral
facters join simultancousiy.

Ope ofthem —whicheverybody asks aboot—
i% temperature. Nebody can imagine himaslf
gwimming in this water, but the gquestion
springs all the same, Perhaps thinking about
having to take a forced bath when falling mto
the sen or for fear of shipwrecking. Lat alena in
2 storm. Thig is simple: temperature on the
surface iz about 5-7 O according to the area. It
drops toward Antarctica. Extreme tempera-
tures may deop to 3° Cand rise to 16°C. Ttis cold
enough to cange a shock to anybody falling into
the waters and not being ready to face these
gonditionz. Death is produced by o heart and
reépiratory failure. In case the person is phys-
ically fit to bear such 8 shock, he/she can stay
in the sea for a period ranging from 15 to 45
niinwtes. It depends on costume and training,
apart from the loss of heat. In this last case,
death is produced because of the loas of bady
heat. A person that has remsined in thesa
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winters needs to have a bath wath wvary hot
water, drink hot Liguids, and rest g6 as to
recover his body heat. More time is neadad to
recover heat than tologe ik In general, evary-
bedy thinks that a person can remain alive for
three minutes. Although there are people who
can boar less time, thare are sthers that can
endure longer. This, without tonaidering thosa
whao are used to this temperature.

Freszing in theso waters anly oceurs in tha
Antarctic continent and, in Tierra dal Fuego, in
enclosed bays with abundant affluence of fresh
water from plentiful rivers

As this 18 o eald sea, the level of salinity s
low ne dissaluticn ia poor. Forthe sama reason,
the floatable caparity is poorer.

In peneral, the bottom is deep. In other
words, the bottom is deep enough Lo be Impos-
gible to see it Thizs gives watere their dark
golor, Adding the poor sunhpght, we get 5 gea of
an almest black dark-blua,

In the Atlanfic area, the watars near the
coast are less deep, but visibility is quite poor
beerausge of the regular movement of gediments
praduced by currents.

The most ample Hdes are in the eaztern
eoast and decrease from north to south. In San
Sabastidan bay, there is a difference bebtwesn
tides of 6.6 meters; in Thetis Bay the amplitude
ig of 2.5 mebers.

Currents may he divided into ses corrents
and those produced by the great Austrael Pacific
purrent, The latter Tang from wast to east and
spliteinta twao when crashing against the south
extrame of the continent (its axe being the 5{F
South parallal), The branch that runs to the
north is the famous Humbeldt current that
cavers the coasts of Chile sand Paru and then
divarts towards the Polynesia. This current is
respunaible for the peculiar climats in this part
of the eontinent; the abundant rainfall in the
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south opposes to the drymess in the north pro-
ducing large desert extensions on the coast,
There are areas where there are no rainfalls for
many years (e.g. Trujille, Hugnehaco, or Nazes
in Para).

The pecond branch mans aroond Izla Grands
of Tierra del Foege and is called Cape Horn
eurrent. Passing between this cape and Disgo
Ramirez izlands changes to the north east
towrard Le Maire Sirait and Islade los Estados,
This current then hecomes the Malvines', Cape
Hormn ewrrent characterizea far splitting the
Antarctic current of the South Pacific that goes
on to the Sooth Atlantic. The speed of this
currentisdirectly relatad to the intengity of the
wind that ranges from 0.6 to 1.5 knots,

The tide swell that comes from the Pacific
to the esst rung around Cape Horn and then
passes between the Malvinas and the conti-
nent. It panetrates all Tierrs dol Fuego chan-
nels that are connected to the ses. In the
Baagle Channel, somathing particular hap-
pens, Do the one hand, it penetrates from
west to east but, In the eagtern mowth, it
penétrates from east to west thus crashing
into the other in the Mackinlay passage {Ga-
ble island, practically in front of Port Will-
iamel.

In Le Maire strait the rising tide rune from
north to south and can range between 2 and 6
knots depending on the place, either the center
or the proximity of some of the capes, The abb
tide runs in the contrary direction and begins
an hour after high tide.

On Isla de los Estados tides run along the
northern and seuthern coasts with preatinten-
sity. Rising tide comes from east to westhitting
againat Cape Horn current thus producing an
important reflux effect {ebb Hdel.

Along the Atlantic coast of Tierra del Fuego,
the current runs North-West to the Strait of
Magellan at a spead of 1 to 3 knots, Ebb tide is
conbrary, buf it is less inbenses,

Civen the intensity of tidea and sea cur
rents, when strong winds blow (the ardinary
oneg in the area) in the opposits direction,
waves that crash one inte the other in all
directions are produced. This causes the sea ta
ba chastic and dangerous for small and medi-
um vessels. Apart from these conditions, large
swells from the Pacific enter through Cape
Hem and generally tend to form shoals be-
eausze of the important depreesions in the
depths.

Sotempestsare vgually really heavy, Which,
addad to the poor visibility and the many is-
lands and iclets, make a real challenge for
navigators —egpecially for sailing boats.
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Being quite particular, tides and currents in
the Strait of Mageallan are spelled out in the
corresponding chapter.

Icebergs

Izeharge are quite rare in the gurroundings
of Cape Horn and the reat of the archipelago.
Apparently, apart from the temperate cimate
of the region, the reason liesin the fact that the
oeeanie eurrant runs to the east,

They are abundant in the seutharn Atlantic
and thay have slse been found near Isla de los
Estados, Makvinas izlands, Idelfonse islands
and up to Cabo Carrientes in their voyapge to
the north,

[eebargs origmated from detachments of gla-
ewrs orice barriers. Inthe second case, an icobsarg
may be made up of conbmental ice (of glacial
origin) or of maring ieg, The Iatteris formed when
temperatures are below -1,9° C a5 the salimity of
eeawaters i8 of 36 %, For this e to be formad,
ealm waters, ie lack of strong sea currents and
surf, are necessary. This formation is favered by
the presence of icebergs that malke the water
oven colder, There is an ample classification for
icobargs a5 thay may be found in & wide variety of
ghapes. The most common ones are ice barriers
and icefloed both in isefields or wandering.

The gizge of icebergs may be coloazal, of over
100 metera high and 85 meters long and 75 m
wide. Beaides, during mild winters in Antarch-
ca, large quantitiss of small icobergs cover areps
of 100-300 miles turning navigation dangerous.

Fuegian Channels

In Foeplan channels, there are small fce-
bergs in bays were glaciers fall into tho sea
creating an unusual landscape. These icebergs
have different characteristics and there are
three well difforentistad types: ices with a lot of
air that have one third or one quarter of their
total volume above the surface of the water: we
elso find the most commen ones that, having a
specific weight of 0.88, jut out of ths water
between cne eighth snd ane seventh of their
total mass; in the laat place, we find the most
dangerous ones for navigation, the grufiones
(growchies), which practically do not emerge
and are dark green, almoest black, and trans-
parent. They are of very hard ice compressed
for centunes and bear no water, they usually
crackle as they are exposed to the sun. These
icagberge are also found in the Antarctic sea.

We wish fo thonk the cooperation of the
Direccidn Necional del Antdrtico (Natisial
Direction of Anbarction) provided by Licenti-
ales Bugenio (Fenesi and “Tito” Acero,




The Route of Sunk Ships

g Toges’ near

There are several key routes and passapes
gll over the world where ships necegaarily
meet UTp to the 19* contury, they were the
natural passapes that enabled sailing around
the Earth. We are speaking about Cape of Good
Hope, Cape of Storms and, the most feared
known as “The Cape” with capitals, the stormy
Cape Horn Ag time wenl by, man tried to
shorten routes and make them less dsky to
zail, 80 the Suez and the Panama Canals ap-
peared. The first objective was achieved by far,
but the second is still latent, not becaunse of
waather factors but because of political prob-
lems with constant war threata.

The routes that doubled South America b
viariants; all of them worth examining. The
firgt sailing ships that tried ko reach the Pacific
sailed through the Strait of Magellan but, after
Jaceb Behovten’s and Le Maire's discovery,
varified by the Nodal brothers (1619), zaptains
found it safer to double Cape Hormn. With no
eoasta under thi lee, pevdding a storm opprsite
Cape Horn was faster and casier than m the
Strait of Magellan,

This situation remained unchanged unkil
the appearanca ofthe steamer. The ficst stoam-
er grogsed the Atlantic in 1819 Many vears of
taghmieal innovations would pags by as from
this first eroasing up to the moment the ateam-
er wae really in uge. The first steamerg in
passing the Strait of Magellan wers ths Peru
and the Chile (1840) that belonged to & compa-
ny fram London,

The Strait regained importance and Chile
understood this fact while Buenos Alres was

'
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immiarsed in continoal civil wars. The Chalaan
government took possession of the Strait of
Magellan founding Fuerta Bulnes in 1843, In
that same year the Phaeton, a French steamer
frigate, and the whaler Fleury, also French,
vigited the place In 1848, an English warship,
the Solamandre, arrived and his commander
puointed out that it was convenient to estahlish
trade relationships with the colony on Malvi-
nas. The islands could provide cattle and the
strait, wood.

In 1849, the settlement iz moved toa milder
plave and Sandy Point (Punta Arenas), situat-
ed to the east, i5 chosen. In Dacember that
same year, José de los Santos Mardones founds
the village,

The Argentine government’s protests claim-
ing that they were in Argentine territory —sinoe
the natursl boundary was the cordillern— were
practically useleas.

Clippers and the New
Mavigation Boutes

By this time, composite ships —i e., mads of
wood with an iron framing— were already
saibing and were immedistely followed by hulis
eompletely made of steel and rivets.

The age of navigabion was starting. On the
one hand, the swift sailing chippers and, on the
ather, thesteamers trying to raplace the former.
The digcovery of gold in California: (ILS.A)
promobed o great migration of eclonists as,
oven though men went ahead on their own,
their families fallowed some tme later, There
wore geveral routes. Crosging the States could
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Oompanies published posters in which they
advertised about the Hme it took them to cover
this ronte. Ik was an peboal race among quite
similer ships —the famous clippers.

The crossing of Cape Horn wasin Factthe way
which goes from 50° of South latitude in the
Atlantis Ocsan to 50F Soath in the Paeific. That
14 to say, from Santa Cruz river in Argentinn (or
Malvinag islanda parallall up to 50° 5 in the
Pacific, which coincides with the ssuthern sx-
treme of Wellington Ia. (Torresdel Paine, Chilel,

The record of six days for this part of the
voyige balongs to the clipper Young America;
the Fiving Figh did it in seven days, the same
az the chippefs Flyving Clond and the Rabin
Hood, The Flying Dutchman (twicel, the
Herald ofthe Morning, the Stag Honnd and
the Sword Fish took eight, The following are
ragistared with nine dayvs —the Mary L. See-
fon, the Sovervign of the Secd, and the Greef
Repubh—.ﬂ. ThoAtlantes, the Golden Eil':p’. the
Hornet, the Typhoon, the Whistler, the
Siwcepuiakes, and the Snap Dragon (bark)
follaw with ten days, This list is long and, from
thiz information, we can come to the following
eonclogions: they were putatanding ehips and
thase marks were only possible with faveorahls
condibans —guite rare in the area,

In less than 110 days, ene hundrad and
thirty voyages took place. Three ships share
the same recerd of B3 days —the Fiyving Cloud,
from New York to San Francisco m 1851; agaim
the Fiyving Clopd, foom New York to San
Francisco in 1854; and the Andrew Jokson,
alga from Weow York to the Golden Gate in 18611
Letus imagine the advertising stic the Fiying
Cloud and her shipowners arese.

There ware alse extremely slow vovapas
such as the Arthnr’s that took 200 days from
Miw York to the Golden Gate{ LB 17, the Corr.
renils’ of 204 days; and the Henry Allen’s with
225 days; all of them during the ssms year.

an

The largeat ahip (in terms of burden capas-
ity) was the Great Republic which tock nine
days tosail from 50° Scuth in the Atlantic and
S0P Bouth in the Pacific.

There wero othar records such as the Edu-
ard Setpall’s thot sailed past 60 South in the
Atlanke on T March 1914 to cross 50° South in
the Pacific on 12 May (sixty seven days later},
Thisis o clear instance of what bad weather, or
rather, adverse weather can dao.

In 1349, the first year of the gold rush in
Californis, eight handred ships deubled Cape
Horn and erosged the Pacihicsalingnorth up to
the sastarn coast of the TInited Btates of Amer-
ica, Thay entered the Ban Francisce bay be-
twaen two high baveen headlinds. This forma-
ticnwasknown all overthe world as the Golden
Gate and, today, the famons enepengion bridgs
of San Francisco —swhich ia being reinforced
for parthquakes— 13 named after it

Then camie the discovery of gold in Austra-
lia. Immigrants who arrived in New York after
2 ghort trip of tharty days from northerm Eu-
rope found large posters encournging them to
look for gald in California or Austraha or for n
jobon the western coast of the States. Ships set
gail every day, most of them via tho routa of
Cape Horn, until eombined shipa (steam nnd
egaila) started to advertise their safaty and
gpead,

Trade with Japan and China is ever-fre-
quent and, in a shori time, it beeames infen-
sive. In order to provide steamers with coal,
hundreds of clippers ara sant to establish de-
s
A true communication war breaks out.
With the inavguraticn of the railway (1870
that, crosges the United States of America,
voyvages via Cape Horn plummet. But almost
at the same time, nickel trade from New
Caledonia starts and it has to gail throupgh
Cape Horn, On the other hand, trying o

The "Menhe Carvontes’ ol Les Eelobreurs Lﬁi‘rql.l:u, Bahia de Lishuaic Donaary 19300,
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make distances shorter, the Suez Canal is
opened, but trade with nitrate from Peru also
beging, The world is beiling with trade and
trapsport {and communication) go through
the Great Cape Hornier.

Strange though it seems, atomic bomb n-
cluded, these ships woent on sailmg up ke after
World War IL There was ¢ven a famous Ger-
man corsar that acted during World War 1
with a sailing ship, He was Count Felix Von
Luckner —he not only caught sailing vesszela
buthe also gota good number ol steamer prevs
It was during the twe wars, and especially
WWII, that most of the last carge sailing ships
sunk,

A apecial cage was the Pamir, owned by the
company “Lasisz”, whose main feature was
that all of ite ships had namas beginning with
P. This tall shap went on sailing as » carrier
until the “Carrie” hurficane made her disap.
pear near the Azores on 22 Septamber 1957,
Theore are cutstanding fibms of this ship dou-
bling Capa Horn shot in the 1930s. She asually
vigited the port of Buenos Aires; of course, ahe
was towed.

But let us go back to Tierra del Fuego and
the Strait of Magellan. NMow steamers and
combined ships ne longar had ko stand off-and-
on and the Straitof Magellan was far safer and
there was shelter from huge wavas; but ships
requited large amounts of coal, They neaded so
much that, ifthey loaded the complete amoeunt
required to sail round America, they had no
space for carge. This is how Sandy Paint be
eame more gnd more important for southern
navigation. In fast, it became the centar of this
activity, while Ushuaia (founded in 1884} re-
ceived two or three ships per month toward tha
end of the 19% C, Punta Arenss received twoa
day with a peak of thme a day in 1910,

With the opening of the Panama Canal in
1814 (Chile bet this would never happen), the
restless activity of Punta Arenas droppad and,
in 1920, only three ships entered per month,
During the steam age, the austral route was
still the preferred one by tall ships; both pro-
pulsion systemas cosxisted for over sixty vears,
In fact, the canal killed botl: rowtes and, at the
same time, TEECUE COIMPATIES.

Rescue Companies

In order e understand the notion of "Finis
Terra" better, it 15 important to complets the
mmage of the south. If we constder the publica-
tons of the yjourmalist Boberto J. Payre (1698,
wi can g0 that the following steamer compa-
nies were based at Punta Arenas —"Pacific
Steam Navigation Company,” “Lloyd Norte
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Aleman " *Messageries Maritimes " “Hosmos”
{from Hamburg), and "Charles Reunis " apart
from an Italien one and snother American,
which he does not name. As regards rescue
companias, he mentions four —the one ownad
by Braun and Blanchard, with feur ships;
Kurtz's and Wahlen's, with two, Menendez's,
with two steamers; and the Corporation, which
builds one.

Why s0 many rescue companies? Simple —
thiy were engaged in rescuing vessals in trouble
in the area on the bagis of respondetia (no aid ne
pay) Le,, they worked for a percentage bebween
the seventy and the sighty per cent of the nat
produstsrapeued. Apert from the said work, they
warg also engaged in cosstal navigation and,
chartered by the government, they provided sup-
port to farming sattloments,

Back to Roberte Payrd's desgeription, the
joturnalist says about Ponts Arensas, *.. cut-
terg, schooners, two and thres-masted pilot's
boats from twenty-five to two hundred tons
and more abound in the port, and they carry
the Chilean flag with almost no axcaption;
thege ships do all sorts of works, from plain
fraight, to expeditions for sesl hunting or for
gold digping on Tierra del FPuepo; and whatew-
er they do, they contribute to promote and
foster the colony...”

How Did They Work?

T begin with, they had to reseus thea surv-
wors that, on many sceasions, apart from the
misfortune of wrecking at those latitodes, run
the rigk of being killed by pirates that ware in
the bosiness of planderingwrecked veasels., All
the membears of the rascue entarprise cama out
well-off as, apart from the percentage agreed
with the captain or the shipowner, tha men alsa
agraed another percentage among them, This
actmvaty wag so parkticular that a new term stall
in uee was born —wrecking,

But, why did they sink and whera? Dud afl of
them sink at Cape Hom? In fact, when we refer
to Cape Horn we mean the wholearea, not only
the fameus island but also the whole archipel-
ago that surrounds it and even Isla Grande de
Tierra del Fusgo, included bynavigators, Then,
when semehody says, it was loat in the area”
he maybe referring to—the Strait of Magellan,
the Besgle Channal, the Cape itsalf, Peninsula
Blitre, or the “mysterions™ Isla de los Estados.

Some sunk while sailing becausa, n gener-
nl, a heavy storm filled them with water and
mude them founder so¢ quickly that it was
exceptional that somebody could survive. This
kmnd of shipwreck left no visible signals as
thiese vessels sunk in deep walers.
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Thare was i fammesE case in the 19% cantury:
twalve traders thatset sail topether from Chile
to the Atlantic sunk during the same storm the
game day and thers wears no sunivors. None of
them could defeat the "Cape™

In ganeral, ships were ost in the Stemt of
Mpgeltan as a regult of tacking back and forth
in & Fisky maneuver or of luffing against the
eongt or B rock, But there wors nol so many
EARBS.

Boagle Channel

The Beagle Channel became famons forits
trascheroms rocks in the middle surrsunded by
() meters depth which cansed many ships to
gink, But there were not 50 many accidents in
this channsl, It i5s ressonabls, as Fitz Roy
fiscoverad it m 1843 and it was not until 18382
that ships began to sail through it

The mest famous vessels sunk here are: the
Monie Cervantes, the Soermiento, and the
Logos (18853) —the most recent case, The
Monte Cervantes was part of a rehearsal of
high class tourizm oo a large scale, It was
chartered by the Hamburg Company of South
America and left tha port of Buenes Aires on
15 January 1930 with 1,200 passengers and
300 hands. It arrived in Ughuaia oo January
21 having touched Puerto Madryn and Punta
Arenas, After visiting the litle town, she was
ready to set off at noon. It crashed into one of
the rocks at Les Eclasreurs islet just 7 miles
away from the port, The precise causa was
never lenown, Tt starbed to sink quickly and,
because of the conditicn of the waters at that
moment, all ifehoats were driven to the near-
ok estaneis {sort of cattle ranch): "RBemoling ™
Later on, they were taken to Ushuaia by all
the ships in port. The wreckers were lodged in
quiirters, houses, and anywhere alse bacauss
the population donbled with them, Thera were
no vickime, extept for tne. Following the old
nautical bradition, the captain disappeared in
the thilly waters of the Beagle, Many years
past till it was decided to move the 160 metors
long damaged ship to try to put it afloat again.
All the veagels in Ushuaia took part dnd the
tugheat 81 Christopher (nowadays beached
in the bay, visible for evervhodyl, which ar.
rived from Buenoe Aires in 1953 chartered by
the Salvamar company. In the tugging epera-
tion, the hull turned round again and sunlk B0
matere down,

Agrin, there wers new protesis and charges,
Today, Les Eclaiveurs Lighthouse marks the
place where the aceident took place.

Ramolino, one of the firet eatancias of Tierra
del Fusgo, was founded in the lata 19 cantury
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by the misgienary Lawrsnes. In hiz land, the
last ¥Yemanae of the region used to gather
looking forunderstanding and protection. Near
the pier, a ghip coverad with sxide appears: Tt
is the Sormiento that, on 1 April 1912, sailing
to Buenos Aires, with lead and passengers,
touched Lawrence's stones (named after the
misgionary)in front of the estancip and quiclkly
propped up. Her cabing and halda being flaod-
ad. The pilot could echange the comrss and luffad
on the cogst

After spanding the night at the estancia, the
82 wreckers set off on lifeboats to Ushuoain,
which iz & miles away, Bosides, as the channel
waves are dangerons for boats, they were towad
by a motor boat until the Frigafe AR.A
Sarmiento, which was sailing in on instrue-
tion voyage in the area, took them to port
Mowadays, there is a large buoy on the
Lawrence's stones thatwarns navigators aboot
the risk. Besides, it reminds us of the accident.
The school-ship Eogos could verify this,

Tie the ot recent of the shipwrecks, It took
place near Snipe island on 4 Janoary 1988, fow
minutes after the Chilean pilot dizembarked
giving the ship the course to be followed which,
apparently, had not been fully accepted by the
captain, These stones —together with a lictle
bank represent a great danger for navigation in
the eastern mouth of the canal— are now some-
what buoyed by the Logos,

Bove was the protagonist of the oldest ship-
wreck registered, which happened at Elogpat
Bay and was commented on by Thomas Bridg-
es when he rescued his son from the accident.
Tt took place in 1883, when the Golden West
iSan Jogdé) —that belonged to the flast of the
Angtral Argentine Expedition— run ashore in
& sudden storm.

At Valentin Bay, almost in the Eastern éx-
trame of Tierra del Fuego, chins bowls, amole-
ing pipes, and several remaing such as the
fragment of 8 mast, éopper covering of a ship,
stamps for fabric, etc., have been found in
consecutive expeditions, some by the Musewm
of tha End of the World and others by private
undertakmps. The reasons for thess eleaments
to be found hers may be several: the main one,
miybe, 15 that this bay 15 the most exposed to
the hurnicone-like southerly winds that, from
Cope Horn or Antarctica, arrive here with
groak vielenca,

Neither the names nor the causes of this
shipwreek are known, but indigenous archoe-
slogical depozits have been foand in the sams
places where survivors stayed. Fantasy makos
ug Ty Did they Hve together? When? What
happensad to them? Questione that, mayhe, wa
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will never be able to angwer, And what about
the ships mentiened: Didn't the eaptein of tha
Monte Cerpanies know thoge stones —visibls
in daylight—, did be? Why is that he did not
ordar to change the course? Didn't the captain
of the Sarmiento know the atones that gil
gailors in the area avoid and which vusoally
amerge casing & quite particalar groandswall?
There is no answer for these quastions as in
thase cases we cannat talk about lack of slall
What happened?

Izla de los Estados and Le Maire Sirall
Tt can ke said that one of the worst places in
the region ia the treacherous Le Maire strait,
the surroundings of Isla de los Estados and the
gputheastern sactor of Isln Grands e Tierra
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del Fuego, known as PeninsulaMitce, especial-
Iy the area that faoes the Atlamtic

With many shipwrecks, canses are guits
different from those in the Beagle Channel,
Cape Horn, and the Strait of Magellan.

The enly characteriatic shared by both plac-
ps 1% that, being treacherous, they become &
trap —sometimes fatal— for those astonished
gailors that had to face a sborm or sudden calms
aseociated with fast currents that drew the
ghips against the islands.

Iela de los Estados s characterized for being
eloudy practically all the time. Clouds are
trapped among hills making the island disag-
pear an the horizon. In the sumroundings, and
gspecially on the northern side, the cosst
projects long ledges and is surrounded by rocks,
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islets, and some important islands; gll of which
are very low and difficult bo see in a dark might
or in the fog during typical calms,

To make matters worse, there 15 8 strong
purrentin areassuch s Cabo San Hego (Penin-
gula Mitre) that runs ap to 4 koots. In calm,
peual in the area, ships were washed ashore
against rocks or long ledges.

Tidal ranges are important and go up to six
moters, When charts were defiviont, this mads
many ships toech without meamng it

Peninsula Milre

The south-eastern ares of Ida Grande da
Tierra del Fuegois known as Pendonsula Mitre,
and many accidents took place pn its Atlantic
roast. (Galleons, caravéls, and even fripates
gailing in the tea or manure routes were in-
volved, Except for some exceptions, the canses
pre ignored. The most famous are the Purisi-

n‘pau:lnuruﬁumn bnf

E

ma Concepeidn {1765} and the Duckhess of
Albary (1893), both wrecked near Folicarpe
COVE.

The first case 15 one of the eripmas of austral
navigation, Everybody talks about it and, what's
more, its survivers builba 16-meter-leng schoo-
ner s¢ thakthey pould arrive in Buenos Aires on
board of 1t The wrecksrs settled down at a
harbor they ¢alled Consolacian (it is supposed
ke be the presont Caleta Falsal. They built the
sthoonerwith the remains of the galleon. They
stayed three months with the natives and they
lived almest i the same way. Unbelicvably,
they transported in their holds 193 wreckers
and left the load of "wealth” that they carried
from the *Callag” in this place and thereis no
news aboul it, Given sea conditions, the Cap-
tain decided to cover all the places whese the
water could enter and, according to the chron-
iclez of the time, four men died of suffocation
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Tug ‘5. Chirstopher,” Ushusia bey (1955)

because of Ehe stacking, In the surroundings of
this cove, two cannons of that perod and &
figurehead (without face) that might have be-
longed to the galleon ware found, But the exact
place of the accident remains unknown,

The Puchess of Albany's is one of the few
shapwrecks about which there is plenty of
information. It i3 an iron hall boiltin 1884 by
the ghipyvard T. Royden & Sons from Liverpool
for the W. & E. Wright Company in the same
city. Bhe was 253 M) feet long; 40,3 feet wide
and had & 23 feet draft. Har load displacemant
was 1,793 tons and she had tee decks, three
masts, and bowesprit. Shewas opne of the many
traders built in that period, o mixture of 2
clipper with a frigate which is an mstance of &
perfect constraction with perfect water lines.
The clinching and planking work in the sheets
is excellent as well a5 its strength which, day
after day, andurss the dashing of the sea,

Herwreckage took place on a winternightin
18938 (July, 131 according to what Captam
Greve of the frgate Avoncagna nformed in
1897, He saw & gailing boat that had ran
aground and was ahandoned in the srea an he
pommmanted thet ™t waz black, its masts snd
yards were almost entire; its masts were light
cheatnot and the dack extremities whaits ” Lat-
er o he says: “On the beach, in front of the
veszal some spoils of army tants made of can-
vas conld be seen”

But, which ware the causes of the acadent?
it iz almost impossible to know the answer
securately, snd several hypothesis are valid
e oftham —somewhat evilly-dizpoeed— siys
that she ran apround on purposs (o get the
money of the imsuranee pobey. The large num-
ber of frigates and clippers luffed against the
coast in the last decade of the 19 century
attracta attention. Exsctly when the engine
made sails ohaolata

What we do knowr is that the ship arrived st
the eopst with poor wisihility. Some authors
claims that it was at davbresk (4 a.m.} and that
the wind was blowing betwean 20 and 25 knts

During winter, dayhight at those latitudes
searcely lasts for over geven houwrs (the gun
rises at 9.30 and sets at 16.30),

Everything suggests that it arrived at high
tide and, perhaps it approached the copst too
much to loak for protection to east anchor, or it
may be that the poor visibility, the lack of wind,
and the surrent could hawve driven them to a
trap that would turn owt to be thear last land-
fall, The largest anchor was thrown and the
chaim Jeosoped, What happeoed pfter this?
Mobody knows, But the resk of the anchors are
still on board with all their chains, What did
Captain John Williams decide? Why didn't he
caat the other anchor if the anchor bad startad
to drag? Which were the exact weather condi-
tions? Fow paople got to kaow the truth. Only
the hull and conjectures remain Gl today.

The whale crew survived. There was just one
mizsing member who, according to certain ac-
counts, decided to stay to live with the Ones.
The restwere rescoed by the steamer Amadeo,
charterad for that purpose from Punta Arenas,
snd anothar group sailad on a pair of boats to
the subprefecture at Thetis Bay

According to our own mnquiries, the English
frigats Glenmore srashed ints San Viesnte
and her remaing can b sean at low tide, com-
plataly destroyed by the daghing of the waves,
This happened in 1888 and her crew want to
Thetis Bay, gituatad a few miles away from the
place

The Cordopa sunk at Le Maire strait and
itz erew alsn sailed to the subprefecture at
Thetis Bay on 25 July 1388, The Colorado
wrecked against Cape San Vicente on & July
1857, The whols erew was saved and arrived at
Thetis Bay.

The number of shipwracks in the sams area
and itz high frequency of ocourrence draw st-
tantion. Was this just fortuitous or was this a
gond place to get rid of ships?

The Iast ship koet in the area was the Desdé.
monda. [tig stranded exactly at San Pablo Cape
with itz double bottom perfurated. The ace
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dent took plage in September 1585, on a trip
from Ushuaia to Rio Grende. She was made
run aground by its captain, German G. Prill-
wity, with the ntantion of putting it affcat
again later on. He did it because with only one
angine he could not enter in port Riv Grands
and, as A tempest coming from the sputh west
had been announced, he was leoking for a-cove
to cast anchor during the tempest. Unfortu-
nately, it touched the sheal of Cape San Pabla
and started to sink. That simple, if we do not
tske into account the macabre intentions that
its owners apparently had, apart from the
canepiracy that the Captain suffered and the
fact that it had been practically lost in Ria
Grande on a previous voyags

An ancient malediction belonging te naval
traditions says: In the Last Judgement, those
wha dared bo defy the "Cape” will oot ba able te
be freed from their icy graves. Anyway, during
the second half of the 19" contury over 200
sailing ships didit yearly, and enly five per cent
uf them wrecked.

I some years, the challengers resulted hro-
tally damaged such as during the summer of
1906/1907 when, in the surroundings of Cape
Han Vicents, twalve ships sunk and, betwean
1887 and 1888, three mpertant English frig-
ates wers ruined in the same plaze.

A Wrecker in that Region

What did & wreeker had to facs st Peninsu-
Is Mitre? In the first place, it was the land of
the native Onas and Haush. Any of the two
pooples could feact in the same way: either

a7

they helped or attacked the wrschers. Bul
apart from the miafortune of being a wrecker,
the anly posaibility to survive meant to wan-
der through isclated places with a hard coli-
male and aland almost impossible to braval by
with borden, The wind, constant from the
NW_ blows from 80 £o 26 knots with squalls at
intervals. Advancing against the wind isguite
difficult and it is advisable to walk along the
beach at low tide. The coast s high and it is
neceesary to cimb up and down cliffs in order
to avold the dangerous parts on the coast
{capes with huge redks). On the other hand, it
is necessary to be careful with the riging tide
ag it is possible ta get trapped by it at the baae
of the ¢liff

O the beach, the coastal ne has abandant
peat and, approaching Thetis Bay, it 15 even
more fréquent to find Low woods make il
nearly imposaible to walk with some burden,
but they provids plenty of firewsod. There are
alzo plentiful rvers such ag: Leticia, Policarpa,
Buano, and Irigoyen; it is convenient to ford
tham st low tida.

There is food: algas, scum, and different
crustacean can be saten at low tdde There ie
also wild colery, and guanacos wers abundant
a century age. Nowadeys there i3 eattls and
some guannées. Cald is constant, but thermal
registers are nat that low, Next to s fire, one
ean get warm guickly. There is plenty of fresh
water, but it iz important to-see 1f the spring
pames from a dam boilt by 8 beaver. Al that
tne, there were no baavers. [f water 18 brawn-
ksh, it in becauss of peat
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O course, these are the conditions in sum-
mer. In winter the soil iz hall frozen and snow
falle usually even in summer,

It ie intaresting to read the sccounts of o
logbook of that time, although they are wrilten
mn & telegraphic way. Shipwreck in the sur-
roundings of Policarpo Cove of the sealing ship
owned by Mr. Brishane and Mr. Bray in 1830,
contained in the beck Narrative of the Sur-
veying Voyages of His Majesty's Ships
Adventore and Beagle, Between the Years

1826 and 1836, Describing their Examina-

tion of the Bouthern Shores cf South Amer-
ico and the Beagle's Circumnavigation of
the Globe, Volume [1, Patagonda, by Bobert
Fitz Roy,

Feb, 234 [1830]. Employed seving things from
the wireek: six Indions carne fo gg. 24% Twandy-
Jive Indicns corae, with helr women and chidl-
drern. 25% Anather vizil from natives maon,
women, and childrin, 26% Indiong bagan o be
very trouhlesome, 27, Forty Indians come fo b,
all armed with bows, arrows, and slings, wigh-
ol woman or children. Seme of our people
emploved in beilding a shallop out of the wrech,
28% More Indigne, with koeloe strong women
ond erghteen children: bt unarmed on thisdey.
Maroh 1% More Indian visitors, 20 Fifty-one
trtives, ormed. To the O the erew confinued o
budld their shallop, and wers almost daily visii-
e by natives, whom tivo-thirds of the party were
obliged #o twatch with arms in thelir hands. On
the Z21% zixty-pne natives pislied them (these
Trclians aliopys wend mioey before dusks ()
20% Much troubled pvery day Iy nafives, who
tried toowteal eyr fools! and hord pressed by
hunger. No supper. (thiz was their priveipol
meal; @z during the day, while the Indians wera
about, they hod no fime fo cook or eat) the lost
throe days. () April 8% A {orge parey e Tndi-
ans, who were plaguing us, quarreled among
Ehemzselves, and kad a severefight, 9% Our lost
remoinderofprovisionafinished. I5% Enployed
cowlking the shallep's deck, and gerting (impaty
from the rocks. N.B. Almost starving. I, Not
Geing troubled to-day by nofives, and the zea
Belng simool, werdd ok in o fetle doatwiioh e
T saved, and cought eleven shote. Affer this
ey seperal fish woere Cought at Lres, which,
trith ahell fish, afforded o scanty subsistenoe;
but before this time they had been redced fo
certirg Ridle, ang Ralf putrid blubber, wiich ey
g by betrter from the Indions.

f..4 224 Launched the shalfop, or raiker,
fiauled fer down af low water, and Dot her Togt
24 Indians more (rogblésome Ehan ever;
obliged to fire af them repeatedly. 27 Almost
sforped, eating bullock's hide. 50 Notling to
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eot but bullock's hide and bervies. Could not get
the shallop over the resfbecawse ofa heauy surf.

May I ot out fo se0; found the shallop
ek very much: nothing foeat bt hide (., 1 5%
Maode Cape Meredith (in the Falblonds], Sut
cotld not get near for want of wend, &% Two
men gate oid (couwld work no longer) for want
of food: they had gone six doys with but one
pound of hide. ™. A heavy gale; the shallop
under bare poles, ond almost sinking sea
making o clear breach over her; men gquite
worn ot by consfont pumping and boling,
and by want of food: we hed o very hard fob fo
keep her from sinking: of dusk sow land
through the rain gnd spray, half o mile to
leewward; showed the head of the jib, and bore
away right before the wind for the neareat purt;
sate o cove, ran into i, and anchored, Killed
numbers af geese; thanked God for eur safefy.
I, Maony of owr men il from the sudden
change, 1M, Went gshore tn Pleazand Har-
bowr; sow o great numbor of cobtle; the dog
cotght twoof tham, and held them for uséo Rill
(R, F's nofe: Sedzed them by the ip, Hewasz e
large, strong animal, beliveona bull-dogand &
mastiffl. 30 of May, Anchored in Porf Louis,
lunded, and howled the shallop ashoere in kig.
iwater.” {See shipwrecks in Peningulp Mitre
for further details.})

A severe climate, the sea, atorms, hanger,
cold, wat all the time, natives, getting amaller
to avoid sinking, n disscuraging panorams,
They were not the only ones to survive building
ancthar vessel and putting again to zea. A life
of actual seamen.

We are grateful to the following for their
invaluable help: The Notional Maritime Muse-
um of Greenwich; the Argentine Wavy, wha
made it prasible the field wark; the Museum af
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tha End of the World; and the NMaval Muoseum
of Paris,

Health Aboard in the Early 800s

During the early times of nawgation, most
deaths aboard were due to accidents and dis-
aases. On the ships of the Spanish Navy, the
purgeon was no more than a plain bone-fixer
who knew where to amputste a leg or anarm
and how to stop hemorrhages. He was more
lile# & butcher that cuts up than a surgeon.

As regards diseases, if on land they were
already amystery, on board, itwas even worss,
It took centaries by know the cause of seurvy
and how to Gght against it. James Cook, who
never had a man with scarvy, kept lime juice a
Etate seereb a3 he osed it to defeated thas
illngss. This was a key factor for discovery
yovages and poe of his major findings. Basdes,
Cook aailed arpund the Antaretic comtinenk
and verified that there was no link with anath.
er continent.

In order to onderstand this era better, we
are going to resort to the anal yeis earried cutby
Rodalfo B Poletti Formoeso about the Beagle's
expedition to the sonth extrems of Ameries
between 1826 and 1530,

In this voyage, each ship had a “Surgeon”
and an *Assistantsurgeon” amongthe hands of
the crew.

Latus think that a fracture, eithersimples or
compound, eould end up in amputation, The
“Royil College of Surgeons" had been opened in
1745 and it had succeedad in separating sur-
peong from barber surgaons.

Abaard the Beagle traveled assigtont By-
noe, who filled the pomtion for five vesars of

CRTPHALET .

Bourvy

Let usz follow with the analysis by Captain
Rodolfo B Poletti of Fitz Roy's book Narrative
of the Surveying Voyages of His Majesty's
Ships Adventure and Beagle Describing
their Examination of the Southern Shores
of South America and the Beagle's Cir-
comnavigation of the Globe. This diseasa,
known in the past as the "ses pest” stems from
a deficiency of vitamin C (ascorbic acid) in the
aystem as o consequence of a diet paor in it
Beurvy devastated the Adventure's craw (Cap-
toin King's) and, to a lesser extant (thanks to
an afficient preventive care), the Beagle's,
commanded by Stokes.

In 1720, a physician called Kramer wrote,
“... if fresh vegetables can be obtained, if orang:
e#, lemons, or their pulp or joice are available
and doses of 3 to 4 ounces of juice (85 to 110 g)

i¥

are given, there ia ne need of nothing alse to
cure this dreadful disease."

In 1304, the Admiralty made it compulsory
the daily provision of a ration of lime juice
(Citrps awrantifofiz) for each hand of the ships
of the Royal Navy; little by little, this calamity
was definitely defeated.

In several taxts of the B00s, we can see how,
with greatignorance, the canses cfscurvy ware
listed and, sometimes, the real motives were
outlinad but they did pob know how ko account
for them. They alwe explained the aymptoms
and the proper reatmant,

"Tes causs isa deficient assimilation, which-
avir the environment and the condibions in
which it develops, or stacking associated with
a persiatence of disassimilation undar the m-
Muenee of continuous work. " Thay also assured
that "It has no specific cause and 1t i5 not
eontagious. Cold dampness 16 its mam predis-
poging cause; [.] becauss of this, it appears
auddenly after groat tompests in the open sea
[..] Voluntary or foread laziness; working in
excens, moral depression, homesickness are
complementary canses [...]. Mosat peapla think:
that the lack of fresh vegetables is practically
the only pauss of this disesse, both on land end
gt 3aa,”

Symptoms, *..toward the first month of
navigation the whole erew guffers from an
unusual laginese: the charactenstie vellow
pomplexion |.|. Soon aftar this, the anes with
thiese fooks [} stay in bad, with an extraordi-
nary laxity, invincible prosteation, [...] testh
fall; then joint paine come, insufferable [_]
hemorrhages of one or the other mueosas that
may cause daath [..] uleers that spread quick-
ly; hair racedes, [..] there is often moral de-
praseion, despair, homesickness, suicidal ten-
dencies, deep sorrow, aversion to foed.”
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Trestment, *... it will be hygienic in moat
cases: B good dist, fresh air, exercise, passing
from & cold and wet temperatore to s warm and
dry [..], external local application should also
bs used, the bitter ones and the antiscarbutic
particularly (pentian and quininel. I is advis-
able to consuma all fresh vegetables, especially
potatoes, nesd fruits, lemon, e lime juice, whose
use is preseribed by regulations i England
and France,"

It ia waorth transeribing the following “here-
ic” treatment, a3 Don Polettd calls it It was
used during the long and troubled cruise of
Hipdlito Bowchard on the frigate La Argendi-
na {1817 after & vovape from Madagascar to
Mew Island, inJava, "Scurvy mvaded all crews
and devastated those Lives devoted to such a
noble canse. There ware dayve when we counted
gighty-four patients, over half of them ware
buried in thoee waters: After sight doys stay-
g on the island, the disease did not weaken;
1t wias then when the surgeon of the expedition
was ordered to use the extrsordinary proceed-
ing of borying the i1l alive in pits four feet deep
covoring thom with soil up to the necl” The
only thing Bouchard mentions about the out-
corne of guch a treatment is that *the ones wha
ware in f serions condition died after pn hoar of
being in that position, and the rest recoversd,
the operation being repeated ower and over
ggain.” (From Campafias Mavales de la

Repiblice Argentina” Vol IL)
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Captain Kmg mentions that, *... ssspeciss of
wild celery (.0 would be very useful ss mnti-
searbutic® (WVol. T). “The severity of weathar
brought a most disagresable accompaniment.
Scurvy appeared, and increased (...) The mo-
notony of their eecupations, the chilling and
gloomy appearance of the country, and the
eeverity of the climate, all tended to increase
thenumber of the sick, aswell as the unfaveur-
able symptoms of therr disease.” (Vol. 1)

"ur sick-list, particularly of cases of scur-
vy, mereased so much during this damp, trving
weather, that [ defermined upon sending the
Adeladde to the northward, to procore asupply
of freah meat from the Pataponians,” (Yol 1)

Amang theeares he took: “... fresh provisions,
bread baked on board, pickles, cranbermios, lorge
quantities of wild celery, presgerved meats and
aoups; the decks were kept well-aired, dry, and
warm, but all to no purpese,”™ Vol T)

In fact, some daye later he gtates: *,., thres
new cases of scurvy appearsd, one being the
assistant-surgeon, which increaged oar sick-
list to fourtesn.”

Eingwas confidant that, with fresh puanace
meat, “.. our sick, at least thoee affected by
grurvy, would recover {...) ... but all to no pur-
posa, the list increases...” (Vol. I). However, he
later assures that “the ttmely supply of puana-
co meat had certainly checked the seurvy, for
we hadno new cases added to the number ofthe
gick, now amounting to teeenty, " (Wol, 1, p. 186)
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(On arriving in Montevideo, he ishelped by a
Juanico “..who sepplied us plentifully with
hitter (Sevillel oranges, we might have been
much distressed, The free use, however, of this
frait alone caused & rapid chanse in the health
of thiose affacted by scurvy, and in less then &
waak every man was ab his duty." (Vol, I

MMonday T April [1828], Several ol our men
ware employed in gathering cranberries, and
preaerving them for future use; they are anti-
prorbutic, a8 well as wild celery, much ofwhich
has been used with sur guanaco soop,” (Val. I
P 2143

Captain Stokes comments *.. fortunately
imusgels and clams}, we found an abundoncs
and they proved useful in removing symptoms
of survy.” (Wol. I p. 181)

MNervous Disorders

As we will see, officers and also hands usied
to suffer from depression and nervous disor-
ders. This happened to two members of the
crewunder s Pledra Busnawhen hewreckad
snd with Magellon's stay in San Julifin, when
gevaral snilors threw themsslvas overbosrd.

In this particular case, Don Peletti analyses
what happened to Captain Stokes, wheae fate
was bo commik suizide in 8 place near Podrto
Hambre [Port Faming), on the Strait

The Admiralty had sssipned this Captein
spociafly difficalt missions bacause of their
durabion and the hostile environment inwhich
(hey took place. On returning from the ex-
hausting eampaign to the western mouth of the
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Strait of Magellan, he immediately. goes to
fetch the wreckers of the sealer PHince of
Soxe-Cobourg. The sight of that "shatiered
schooner and with large opsnings.” his own
difficulties, and the penuries sufferad by the
rescued muost have hurt his epirit deeply. The
true hardships of the Becond Campaign sailing
up the rough Chilean western coast with al-
most seventy per cent of the crew sick ®...and
the worst weather condibions,” sealed his trag-
ic fate. As Captain Eing says, apparently in
formed by Lisutenant Skyring, on leaving Port
Obway, "Captain Btokes now began to show
symptoms of a malady, (gie.) that had svidently
been brought on by the dreadful state of anod-
aty he had gone through during the survey of
the Gulf of Pefas., He shut himsel up in his
eabin, besoming quite listless, and inattentive
to what was going on; and after entering the
Btrait of Magalhasns, on his return to Port
Famine, he delayed at several places without
any apparent reason ' (Val. T}

King meets him on the Beogle and Ands
him *... veryill, and m low spirite. He sxpreased
himself much distrosged by the hardahips of
the officers and crew under him had suffersd;
and [ was alarmad at the deaponding tone ofhis
eonversation,” (Vol, [J. After this conversation,
King saye: .. suspicions arose in my mind that
all was not quite right with him (Vell). King
goagon: ",,and it was owing to a hint given to
m, (81, ) et I degired Mr. Tern [Advenfure's
gurgoen| to communicate with Mr. Bynoa [Ren-
gle's gurgean|, and repart to me wether Cap-




tain Stokes” health was sufficiently restored to
anahbla him to commence another cruize (zic |

After examining Stoles, both physiciana
were preparing a report ... which was, &as [
afterwards found, very unfavourable.. " King
gots to know that Stokes, ™., ina momentary fit
of despondency, had shot himself ™ Val. 1)

He died twelve days after this, on 12 Aupust
15828, and “His remaing ware interred at our
burial-ground, with the honours due to his
rank.” (Vol. [)

In Tact, it wus not usual for a captain to
commitsuicide, IE1s true that the suffered from
nervous disorders of different kinds that, at
this distance, are difficult to determine; such iz
the case of the diseass suffered by Captain
Blight of the Bowunty,

Diseases Derived from Wet and Cold
Weather

Captain Stokes writes; “The health of the
ship’s company had been seriously affectad,
particularly with pulmone complaints, catarrh-
al, and rheumatic affections,” (Vol I, p. 1811, In
chaos, “... I ordered some canvas to ba given to
each man for a freck and trogsers, to be painted
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at the first gpportunity, as a protection against
rain and spray.” (VoL 1, p. 179). Thia meagor
was imitated by Fitz Roy some years later, as
we mention below. Reapending to a request by
Fitz Roy, the surgeon on board informe that
"..in consequence of great exposure toa long-
continued succession of incesgant heavy rain,
accompanied by strong gales, the health of the
ship's company had bean sericusly affected ™
(Val I, p. 180). As & result, the Beagle winters
far fourteen days, As Stokas puts it “T ordered
the yards and topmasts to be struck, and the
ship covered over with sails. Precaution was
usad to prevent the people from being subject-
ed to frequent exposure...” (Vol 1, p. 181).

Asfor the Adventure and the Beagle, King
says: ‘.. the Beagle was not so sickly; but,
during the last cruise, upwards of forty cases,
principally pulmonis, had ocourred, and sever-
al wore not yot recovered.” (Vaol, I, p. 186),

Fitz Ray adoptod spacial measures to prevent
the high percentage of sick men Stokes had had.
In Volume [ {p. 221 ), he writes: "During the wet
weather of these mgions, we derived great ben-
efitfram awning, painted for this purpese, while
refitting at Rie de Janeiro and Maldonado: they
kopt the lower, and a great part of the upper
deck, guite dry even in heavy rain” Below, he
ingists: "Each man had his clothes covared with
canvas, or duck, well painted; and instead of
hat, every one had a ‘south-wester {like a coal-
heaver'scap!"{Wol. L, p. 222), Thiz is a sort of kat
usad - former times by the navy, which has &
wing end a back part that covers the naps
making watar ron slong the cape or tha cont
tmade waterproof with wax or paint),

He then pomds out: "“Each officer and man,
when detached from the Beagle during a night,
carried a blanket, or large poncho {sswed up,
and with a drawing.string, like & langs bag), in
which they slept, and found much comfort and
warmth” (Volume I, p, 223), In his last phrases
aboutthe Expedition, Fitz Roy adinits an alsrm-
ing percentsge of sick men: “Daring the last
part of our stay at Christmas Cove and up to
the moment, our sick-list had been long; this 1s
why [ desired to be in a sheltered place for men
ta recover. The mein maladias have been enlds
and rheumatizm from chilly wind and damp-
ness, This has been the anly time, from the
setting off af the Boagle from Ric de Jameira,
that the sick-list has not been worrying "

Other Dissases

Stolees records that “During the last few
days he [sergeant I, M. Lindsay] had suffered
from inflammation of the bowels, which hrought
his existenice to 2 close™ (Val, I, p, 176) Mr,
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Skyring puts down that “. we unfortunately
Jost Mr. Alexander Millar, as a consequence of
g serivus bowels inflammation that made him
pass away only three days later,”

On meeting the Beagle, Mr. King has news
ghout “. the death of Lisutenant Robert H.
Shell, after an illnessoften days” (Vol. I po 1211,

Shyring recorda T have been down in bed
gince narly Jannary suffering from a stubborn
gnd tiresome malady." Rebert Fitz Roy at-
tributes it to . .strain and the fact that he has
been sitting drawing charte for toa long"” As
many ailments, 1t was ettributad to the only
vigible explanation that coald be found.

Nutrition

This relavant peintwas faced by Bobart Fitz
Boy from a very pradtical pomt of view, and he
abviously knew about the properties of fresh
food. So he prioritized the hunting and cateh-
ing of fish and other food mature provided.
Anyway, he took other measures that nowa-
days nobody would object to; for instancs, he
decided to ration elthough thers was nourgant
necessity. On bwo coeasions;, he ratisned hia
crews: ©... aalt provisions ware entirely withhald
from the erew for thres days, and instead of
tham, preserved meat, shell-fish, and a large
pig, brought from Mente Vides, wers subskitut-
ed (.. ) My reagon for entirely stopping the use
of salt-meat, for & few days, was the belief that,
at least, two or three days” ehange of dist is
nerasgary to canae eny real alteration in the
syatem: and that it is better to give frezh

-

Translotor's note: Same of the quatations from the baok on the vayages of the Adventure and the Beogle have
been transhated From Spanish s the ariginal edition in English was not ovoiloble,

&1

provisions for three days in suceession, and
salt-mest during theremainder of thres weeks,
than ta give fresh-meat at threeseparate inter-
vals in the same period.” (Volome I, p. 221),

One day *... he rationed everybody to a 2/3
ration. . [as cutting down the ration seemead to
be better now that everybody was healthy and
i high spirits and that they could get also fish
and birds] than doing 1t later when we might be
in ancther situation™

Agingular detail is that Fite Roy ordered to
keep a "Hunting journal” to record what was
hunted, the hunter, and who the preyve were
assigned to.

Itis worth mentioning that, before the 800s,
nutrition on board was very defisient and was
basad on the famona "hardtack " Shipa carriad
cattle, hens, and any live amimal they cowld
transport. Thizs was not the cage with vovages
areund the south of the continent given that
starma and cold mads animals die one after the
other, Between the late TO0s snd the corly
800g, explorers had become veed to reducing
the consumption of salted meat and replacing
it for penpguin, eea lion or any other meat, I7
thiay ware not sure, at least they pusssed that
it was necopsary to refit with fresh food.

The Englizh Pilot of the lats 8z suppestead
that seamen should make land at San Juan de
Salvamenteto collect water, wild celery, and to
replanish with meat from panguin and sea lion
hunting; the said handbook even informes that,
il oo makes land in October, it is possble to

collact penguin BgEs.




Cape Horn

londsoopes were pictured

The Mythical Cape Horn is deservedly -
mous amang all sailors around the world. Many
shipsdisappeared without leaving traces inthis
tempestuous and icyseaat the End ofthe Earth.

In fact, itis anislend (Hom 1} and ite original
name was Hoorn Caap. Ik was thua christensd
tdanuary 1616} in memory of the port from
where the Dutch expadibion under Schouten
and La Maire 40t sail. They had put to zea
looking far a passage that made 1t possible to
reach the East Indies without doubling Capa of
Goord Hope {South Africa) and avoiding sailing
the Strait of Magellan that was repervad to the
Duteh Company of the East Indies, which had
the trade monopoly with the East,

Imi Elve towrn of Hoars, Le Maiee and Sehouaten
founded the shipping company Magellan or
Aupatral Company —best known as “Gald
Bearcher” Company—, and they zet zail abeard
two vessels in saarch of anather passage. The
hooker Hoorn seton firg at port Dezeado while
it was being carsened, and they arrived in
Iindonesia on the Eendroekt (Concord ). They
were caught thers because, ot first, anthoritisg
did not accapt the fact thatthey had discoverad
another navigable via

In fact, they enpgaged n this enterprise be-
cause they had the ides that they could be
succaseful. Both Spain and the Netherlands

Firsd imasge of Cops Horn [1818], Moked Indions on conoes

BTy e
=

kriew thot Droke had novigated the Bouth Seas
south of Tierra del Fuege and from East to
West, Besides, Spanish pilots claimed thak
there was another passags. But it was only
after thiz voyage that it was thought for the
fivst time that Tierra del Fuego was an island
and net part 6f an Avztral continent,

From then on, the Cape became the grostost
af the challenges for all sail navigators and ans
of the most feared places for all those who have
to gail through its meridian.

Steamers managed to skirt Cape Horn. They
gailed the Strat of Magellan to make land in
Punta Arenas (Sandy Pant), Tallships —who
gtill lacked engines— want on doubling Cape
Hom n whichever conditions prevailed at the
memant,

It is preasely this what mads the Capa difh-
cult and dangerous to double. Weather mn this
part of the world is virtually unpredictabla,

There are expert navagators of tall ships,
auch as Guids Seidel, who elaim thal most
acridenits accurred az from the navigation hoom
that started in 1849 due to the fact that noviee
seamen ware unscrupulously hired or recroit-
ed. In 1451, for instance, caly six out of fifcy-six
hands aboard the clipper Challenge wera ax-
periencad. (Hficers had to kesp control of the
gituabion with wespons and the sxparisnced
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pnes trigd to teach others as soon a8 possible in
order to be safer,

The boom in intercontinental trado, migra-
tion, and gold rushes were among the causes:
The flourishing demand for holds and tideats
promoted the recruitment of any man that
pazsed hy a port. The situation got worss with
ateamers atiracting skilled labor. As 5 conse-
quence, in case of gtorm, most men on board did
not know how to weather the situation

Aspect
Hem 1. is the southermmaost of the Hermita

islands. Its spil is made up of hard peat and
granite layers that make it possible arrive at
the crag after which the cape is named. Vege-
tation 1% abundant and, m the south extreme,
thareis 4 425 meter-high crag which falls to the
sea ke o stesp dark chiff.

Mext to the island, black rocks and craggy
ielets emerge and, near them, reefs make us
think about the existence of othar mountain-
pied peaks near the surface that must have
coused many ships o sink during the typical
storms of the area.

The "Monumentsl Lighthouse Horn Istand”
isataffed with personnel from the Chilegn Mavy
and, on theeasterngide, thereis a coaple of piers
for boats and areas to east anchor, but 4 previous
allowance is needed in order to sight land.

Mavigation to Horn Island

From Ushuaig, sailing ships with four or
more pasgengers set sail to cross the Horn
meridian. They can be hired right in Ushuaia,
bt it 15 advisable to do 1t in advance threugh
their agents in Buenos Aires or Europe,

af tha moinsail in calm. The set of sails wos

i

lesker fhey were changed ogain.

o hecvier one before reaching Cape Horn;

ak

After gatting olf from Ushumis, they sight
land in Puarto Williams —Navarino L in Chila—
where they get sil the papers. As they are
Chilean interior watsrs, an allowanes has to be
apked for and taxes have to be paid. Chilean
Navy shipa which take provisions for their
bases in Horn archipelage alse set off from
Puerto Williama_ In 1993, for example, tha ship
Castor charged 40 dollar per day and per
eapita; but departures are irregular and not
pravioasly arranged,

The region has a well-desarved hleak repu-
tation. The weves strike sgainst the rocks
while the icy wind blows from Antarctica. This
island iz the frst obstacle in its race to the
north. Calme are also frequent and during
them sailing ships and other vessals approach
the izland tovisit it

There ia n buoy at the Horn anchorage place
where ships moor, It is in & small bay with
abundant algae, at the foot of a oliff, very near
the post.

Visit to Horn Island: The post and Its
Monuments

Above the cliff, there is a path bailt with
wooden beards which 1= a few centimeters
detached from the ground. 16is weefol because,
without i, it would be very difficalt to walk
around this island. The ground is completely
covered with “peat.,” so it is difficult to walk
witheut stumbling, getting muddy, or burying
in mud up to the knees,

A path leads to the post and another to &
menument, which is not elearly understood at
first sight. It is the famous albatross that has
basn placed there. With an ulba-modern con-

Catching on albotross of Cope Hom,
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ception, itwas designed o that the strong wind
of the region cannot destroy it, It represents
the hird that, according to the legend, is the
reincarnation of the ancient sailors and pilots
that lost thair lives in this desolats region,

Before pgetting to it, we find two marble
columns with astonishing sryings. Oneof thom
reade:

"Cape Hom Monument: In memoery of the
geamen from all nations who lost their lives
fighting against the elements in the tempestu-
ous Chilean austral sea. - Erected thanks to the
initiatree of the Chilean section of (lape Hern
Captaing, Cap Horniers, on the eccasion of the
fifth Centenary of the Discovery of America, -
Dezigned by the national sculptor Mr, José
Ballse, - Financed by martime mstitations and
personal funds and carried out by the Chilean
Mavy. - Solemnly mauguraled on Hth December
1992 With the attendance ol the Commanderin
Chiefofthe Chilean Navy, Government Aathar-
ities, and members of the international confra-
termity of the captaing of Cape Hom - Cap
Horniers,”

At the base of the monument itself, thers are
alleporic plagques and courses to all destinations
(Argentina is notincludad | and plagues of Aus-
tralien and Netherlander Cap Horniers.

Mear the post, another monument set up by
“Cap Harmiers" reads: " Au nom de L Amicale
Internationale des Copitaines Au Long Cowurse
"Cap-Hormiera'en sourenierde focs fos pesseg
es de e Cop. Cop Horn, rov. 1983, " in mamory
of thosenavigators of the “Long Course™ who, in
long routes to China, Australin or Europe had to
face the "Cape” whatever the genditions were.

The Monumantal Lighthouss { 1902) is gitu-
ated next to the Navigaters' Chapel and next to
the helicopter runway, The chapel, with it
navigators’ virgin, draws attention and makes
us think about how small man is compared to
the magnificent nature.

Inside the poest, on the walls, there are sou-
venarg of ships, expeditions and nawigators.
The caremony goes on with the signing of the
hook where vigits are registered; and hooks,
pagaports, notebooks, and wnting papars are
gtamped with the famous seal of Cape Homn

Hourz go by quickly while admiring the
views such as the “famous teeth or claws™in the
Deceit 1. or the remains of ships at the base of
clifie. Only the noise of the sea and the wind
make us understand that we are in the largest
of the sanctuaries of navigators of all ages.

When one of the giant Albairess that inhahbit
the place flies touching lightly the construe-
tiong or the waters, Sars Vial's verses —en-
graved in marble— make the visitiors shiver,

EHIFWEECKE 1M CAPE HORN

I am the Albatross Waiting for You

Af the End of the World

[ am the Forgotien Soul of Dead Sailors
Those who Sailed Throwgh Cape Horn
Fragn ail Oceans in the World,

Bt they Hape Not Diad

In The Furious Waoes,

In My Wings they Fly ioday

To The Eternity.

In The LEost Crevice

OFf Artarciic Winds.

Drecember 1982

Shipwrecks Around Cape Horn

Thers is nob an exact list of the wrachks that
took place from the moment the Dutch expadi-
tion doubled the Cape for the first time in 1616,
All that is available are somewhat fragmen-
tary ressarch works, Below, the ships that
ware lost South of Caps Horn throughout the
18* C are listed. Professor Maria Cristing
Morandi, from the Serncio de Hidrografia
Maval de le Armada Arpenting (Naval Hidre
graphic Service, Argentine Navy), carried out
the compilation. For seamen of the 19 C, the
surroundmgs of Cape Hern started as from 60F
South. The present work considers the ship-
wrecks that teok place south of the Beagle
Channgl, The lack of records iz dua to be fact
that thiz area was mot inhabited until short
age. By the time the place was mhabited, the
route via Cape Horn had fallen inte disuss
Infermation comes from other vessels, surn-
vors, of 18 inferred from the lack of news from
shipe and thair crews,

Constitweion or Uribe: Chilean ghip that
disappearad 1n 8 tempest in Oetober 1BLE, No
BUITVIVATS.

San Telmo: Spanish ship lngt in September
1819, On September 2, it waa deacried by the
transport Mariana. The San Telmo's Toud-
der, cutwater, and major yard were damaged.
She disappeared with 622 peopls on board.

¥ Higgins: Chilsan frigate sold to the gov-
ernment of Buenes Aires in 1826 Ik sunk with
the 506 peaple that wera aboard.

Persepverancia: Spanish frigate sunk in
1852; the wrackers wers rescued by the Amer-
ican frigate Zenobia

Robert Surcouft French bark abandoned
in & tempest in Juna 1853,

Affghan: American frigate sunk in October
or Movember 1853, The British frigate Directa
picked up the wrecksrs,

Manchester: American frigate ruined on 8-
8-1854. Two of the wreckers were found by the
Argentime brigantine Mefeora on 26 May 1853,
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Harnos lbend. =Cop Horrierse monumand,
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Condance of Liverpool: Abandoned on 23
November 1866 amid a tempest. Her crew was
rezcied by the English ship Hayvdes.

dofin Gilpin: Thiz clipper run againast an
iceharg in January 1858 and sunk away. Her
crew and paesengers were rescued by the En-
glish ship Herefordshire.

Berhord: Danish brigantine gunk on 11-
25-1868. Crew gaved by the English ship Espe-
Faree,

Ritterschaft: Wrecked in October 1858,

— E——

Morurment b Ha u@:‘s.

Visfon: 1L was abandoned on 1 Novembey
1838 for being absohstely ruined by tampeats.

Aufumnus: She set on five and sunk sn 27
July 1861, All wrerkers savad.

Cubana: She sunk inAugust 1862 no casu-
alties.

Reporter: Amencan fripate that sunk away
in 1862, Thirthir-two hande oot of thirty-gis died.

Siam; Fronch fogate that disappeared in
Detobsr 1862,

(Hesen; Logt in April 1863,
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Ship set on fire: Sighted by the Hamburger
frigate Alberfineg on 6 Augest 1863, Her naume
could not be seen, then she sunk.

Bius Jacket, Set on fire and sunk in March
18564,

Aracan; Fronch frigate which crashed into
the English frigate Ada on 4 August 1864 and
sunk. The whale trew was rescusd.

Franek Pearee: American vessel thatsunk
in 1864, Two of the wreckera were rescued by
the English ship Charles Lambert.

Lady Prudpoe; Britishvessel sunkin 1864;
oo casualties

Hegther Bell: Dhsappeared in September
1866,

Simon Gobley: English vossel that crashed
inte the American frigate Undon and sunk
immeadiately after, Octobar or November 1865,

A. Wilson: English frigate sunk m Juns
1867,

Astral; American fogate that crashed into
an island near Cape Hern on 21 Aupguet 1867,

Wallasea: British frigate abandoned by ita
erow in the middle of a tempeat and rescued by
the Italian bark E. Granelli.

E. Granelli: ltalianvesselwhich, aftarhelp-
ing the Wallasea, sunk. Members of the two
evews died.

Dreanought: American frigate which
wrecked on 4 July 1868, The crew was picked
up seventeen dayvs after by a Morwegian vessel,

Graseendole! English frigate which disap-
peared in Aunguat 1869

Japon: American frigate that seton fire and
sunk on 26 August 1870, Her crew was saved
by the Enghich veseal Ceeilia,

—

The sailing boal 'Callos” eppesite Cope Hom

EHIFPWEECKS B4 CAFE HOAN

dames W, Elwell: English vessel thatset on
fire when rounding Cape Horn, Tt was aban-
doned and its captain, a sailor, and & woman
succeeded in arriving in Punta Arenas. The
nine remaining people died,

Regerve: French frigate which, in the mid-
dle of & tempest, was helped by a Norwegian
ghip that picked up part of the aew. The
captain, the first officer, and foursailors staved
ot bodrd to try to save the ship and disap-
peared on B Octobar 1872

Lola: Micaraguan frigate sunk in May 1875

Eugenia, Gorman bark sunk on 21 Oetober
1875

Le Baron: English shup sot on fire and
abandoned on & January 18TE

Palmog: American vesss] that aat on fire 1
Jonuary 1876, Itz ¢rew was rescued by the
British vessel Pagithea.

United Siafes; Ambrican ship which set on
fire and disappeared on 1T Decembar 1876,

Ean Rafoel: English chip set on fire in
1BT7T,

Champion of the Sea: Clippar sunk in
1B77,

P. B Hazellein: American frigate lost in
the Wollaston in Febiruary 1878,

Annie Richmond: English barguelastseen
at hagh sea bound for Cape Hom, May 1878
Everybody missing. Apparently, thia is not the
Anne Richmond from which Commander Don
Lais Predra Buena pieked up wreckers on the
shores of Galfe Muesa (Chiubat, 42° 30 South)
o & Detoher 1877, He laft them in Chubut and
then picked them up to take them to Busnas
Ajres on the schooner Sanfe Cruz. The Brit-
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ieh Gluesn presented him with binsoulass with
an acknowladgement plata.

Wasdale: Wrecked in June 1B78

Delarrare: English veagel gat on fire oo 26
Decemnber 1881 and sbandoned.

Roseneafh: Enpglish ship wreched on 12
May 1882, Her captmn, aboard a boat, was
rascued iy B German steamer. Therest rasched
the coast and were killed by the Indians.

Oracle: English fripate wrecked againatan
ielend near the Cape on 7 March 1883.

Oberon IT; Sheset on fire opposibe the Cape
mnd disappeared in 1833,

Parsifal: Lostin front of the Caps in 1888

Artist; English bark that sat on fire- on 3
Movember 1887

Malhorough: English bark of 1,191 tons
Sailing from New Zealand and bound from
Great Britain, she was lost with a cargo ofgold,
meat and woal in 185840, She belonged to the
Shaw, BavillAlbion Company.

Olive Branche: English frigate wrecked on
11 August 1881,

Wamphloay: English frigate wreckad on 19
Detaber 1881, One of the members of the crew
disappeared,

Marfa Lopez (1881}, Bhe wrecked in Slog-
gett bay, Chartered from Punte Arenas, she
was b call the various mining and cattle settle-
ments, She dragged anchor because of m south-
eastern aborm and ended up on the beach. Due
to an unskilled mansuver, the lifeboat went
under the keal and Captain KEnaakb and ten
hands died.

Amy: Danish vessel wracked in August 1894,

Bron Carle: Italian vessal that run apainst
the English Condor in September or August
1895, She sunk and her siztean hands died,

Bankwille: English veasel sunk in April
1896

4%

Comandante: English frigate wrecked in
May 1896,

Drumuir (1261914}, Threa-mastad English
vassel epnght nnd sunk during WWL Aftar the
wvictory in Ceronel battle over British Admdral
Zraddock’s squadran, Admiral Von Spee knows
tha enemy is perfectly aware of his position.
Therafora, he decides to douhle Cape Horn and
venture toward Mabvinae in order to make an
altempt to destroy coal depots and broadensting
facilitigz, During this operation, he catches the
Drumuir on 2 December 1814, The English
viagsel was carrying 3,000 tone of coal, whach the
batile cruisers Seharnhorst and Gneisenoy
wera inneed of, With the canghtvessel theyhead
for a bay an Picton island (Banner Cove) where
the cargo was transferred. On December 6, they
gink the English vessel m front of the island.

These days Admiral Von Spee decided to
wasta marked & turning point in the war.
Instead of heading strait for Malvinas and
comfronting the reduced Britiah feot, he lat
crusars Favencible and Inflexible—both with
higuid fuel— and others arvive in tme,

Therafore, the fate of practically the whole of
Admiral ¥on Spes’s fleet was sealed sz the
English fleet surrounded 1t

Oidembug: 1926, Germen vessal wrecked
in the surroundings of Cape Horn when loging
har masts in a storm.

Pinasg: 1925, Gorman vessel lost in the
surronndings of Cape Horn.

In most cases, fires were cansed by the salf-
combustion produced by the eoal cargo. On this
list, those ships which wrecked eithernear Isla
de los Estados or in Tierra del Fuego are not
included {Publisher'snote; this work is comple-
mented by the map "Waufragios del Caba de
Hornes, Isla de los Estados ¥ Peningala Mitre,”
issued by Zagier & Urruty Publications),

Cape Horn; chopel and lighthouse.




Don Luis Piedra Buena and Isla de los Estados

Dan Luis Piedra Buena,

A Tot has been wnitten about Don Luis Pie-
dra Buena and | think that for any readerkeen
on subyects related to the Austral seas or the
gouth of Patagonia hig name i well known, He
gailed a lot in the region and became the frst
Argentine in exereiging the soversign rights in
the South Atlantic, Isla da loa Estados, and
Sants Cruz. He cecupied them pacifically and
set up his establishments.

After a brief biostetement, we will tran-
gcribe literally part of his journal asz regards
thewreckags in Bahia de las Nutrias —thatws
have identified as corresponding with the
present Franklin bay, The werks condoctad by
the Maritime Moseom of Ushwaia will alsa be
expounded.

Ag for the cutter Ladsido and 1ts drawings,
these wers studied by axperts in the design and
building of vessels (Den Manuel Campos and
Horacin Exeurral. Later, the studies ware pro-
sentad to several museums of the United States
and Eurgpe tohear theiropinion. They contrib-
uted with further infermation and the main
eonelugion, that of the experts from Mew York
twhers Luis Piedra Buena studiod and sailed),
12 imcledad.

o

Some Biodata

Miguel Luis Piedra Buena was born in Car-
men de Patagones on 24 Auvgust 1333 his
parents were Migpel Jerdnimo and Vicents
Sabina Rodriguez. Apparently, his taste for
naukical activities must have started when he
wag still very young sinee, when he was just 9,
he pmbarked as a cabim boy on pilot’s boat
commanded by Mr, Lemon in 1842, Although
the final destination was New Yark, he dizein.
barksd in Buenos Aires due to the mistreat-
ment to the erew from the part of the captain

With the halp of a friend of thiz family,
eaptain James Harrig, he graduates from pri-
mary sehonl and poss on getting familiar with
navigation. Back in Carmen de Patagones, he
builds a emall cutter on which he sails along
the river. Again, he embarks as eabin boy on
the John E. Davinson, which belongs to cap-
tain William Horton, “eongul” Smilay,

Thiz momant marks the bepinning of the
eareer of the cabin boy Miguel Luig Piedra
Busnn as seaman. He will become an expert in
the hunting of sealions and whales in the rough
Austral sea, This takez him to sail areund
Malvinazizlands, the Fuepian archipelago and
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gwan the Antarctic Peninsuls It is in thegs
waters thot he toughens up end is promated in
rank

Thus, he became the protagenist of events
guch as the atkempt to rescoe the Anglican
mipzienaries that, fmally, died in Eapafic]l har-
bor (Apairre bay) and, with a whater, he rea-
cuea fomrbesn wretlkers on [ela de los Estados,

His Studies in the Uniled States

Captain Smiley helps him to enter a nauts-
cal gehaol in New York in which he studies
until he gets a pilot degras. Parallel to these
gtudieg, he leams earpentry, foundry, snd be-
cames gallmaker in the workshops that sur.
round the schoul, There, the fast eutters that
patrolled the coasts of the eastern region of the
United States wars butlt, These vessals were
also wsed by smugglers and the maal service.
They had the advantage of being the fastest
sail vessals of that time and they wers very
seaworthy and easily handled requiring a min-
i crew to be ateered.

During his atay in New York, Piedra Buena
embarks on a schoonar (the Merrimae ) which,
commanded by captain Smiley, will gail around
the Gulf of Maxico, Cuba, Haiti, Puarto Rico,
and the eastern coast of the Stetes. He arrives
Back in Buenos Atres three years later {1855)
as the first officer of the brig Namey, ownad by
“ponsul” Smiley,

His Activity as “Sealer”
Back in Buenos Aires, he takes over the
command of the schooner Manuelifa, also
owned by his friend Smiley and resumes navi-
gation 1n the southern sese in search for
eealiong, The following year, 1858, he poes on
with his work along the Patagonic coast, Islae
Malvinas, Tsla de los Estados, and Trerra del
Fuegn, On gne occasion, he sails up the river
Santa Cruz and on Pavdn island (he named it}
and installs 4 mast with the Argentine flag.
As commnander of the Naney —on which he
mountad three cannona— he went on sailing in
the South Atlantic and,
without mtending it, we
becames anatural defend-
er of the Argentine sover-
eignty, With the building
of a brigantine he intend-
ud to defend himsa I from
ather *sealers™ who com-
bined their activities with
"“racking” —the plunder-
ing of wrocked ships—
and, on many opportuni-

ties, of survivor. We can
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rogard them practically as pirates. According to
his ewn version, these mon based their activi-
tige both on Malvinas and i Panta Arenas.
By saving wreckers, hunting sealions, de-
fending himself and expelling other foreign
"sgalers,” he started to take possession of the
Anstral Sea on behalf of Argentina. Day after
day, he acquired thie pogition through deeds
such as the setting up of a hut on Pavdn island
(1859}, later ancther in Cook harbor (Izla de g
Eetados, 1882) for possible wreckers and as
tholtar for his men engaged 1n the hunting of
ponguing and sealions. In 1863, he laft a mes-
sage on Horn Island sayving: “Hexe 36 the limit
of the demaing of the Argentme Rapublic. On
lzla da loa Estadas {Pusrts Coole) wrockirs arns
halped. Captain Luis Piedrp Buena. Naney
1863." It ia slen eaid that he hoisted an Avgen.
tina flagmade of copper eheets on an iron mast,

Luis Piedra Buena and the National
Bovereigniy

Piedra Buena alse gots acquainted with ca-
ciqua Cagimirs Bigda and they become fmends,
The seaman shows Bighaa how the Chilean
ware taking advantage of him to hoast their flag
in his tolderfas [Indian camp) and, in this way,
penetrate the Argentine terribery and sel a
precadent by a de facto occupation, This was
done in exchange for provisions and saame posi-
tion 1m the army,

Adter meeting president Bartolomé Mitre,
Casimiro Bagnis —who later oo wounld become
the cacique of all the “Tehmelches” peopla— and
in exchange for & post (hewtenant colonel, in
1864} and provisions for his people, he returns
to San Gregorio with Luis Piedra Buena, He
comis back with the title of “General Cacique
of San Gregorio,” place where the Argentine
government planmed to establish a colony, and
everything is organized to receive wood and
mmplemeants to build houses. The idea was (o
pccupy the place with the cacigue’s people and
thus stop the Chiléan advance. Unfortanately,
materials never arrived, partly because of the
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ne-g]:lgan.l attatude af
the national govern
ment (changs of ad-
ministratian b, Lt
et an, beeause of the
war against Paraguay
{1867}

As he resaived no
salary, Piedra Buena
—named Honorary
Commander of the
Mavy by B. Mitre—
had to take op his ac-
tivity and purchased
the brig Carlitos
that, chartered from
theMalvinas islands to Montevideo, sunk with
the cargo shipped. This, added to athar eco-
nomic sethacks such as the confiscation of 8
copper load by an Enghish war ship, make him
fetch the Noaney, now renamed Espora, to
engage completely in sealion huntmg. For his
operetions he also used the Jalia, a small
vessel of about 20 tons,

In Aupust 16867, he hired G.H, Gardiner to
explore {at his expenses) the river Santa Cruz
up toitssour tesending the journal and sketch-
5 to the national government); and, in 1868, he
virtoally founds a colony in "Las Salinas,” on
the south banks of the river Santa Croaz.

Isla de los Estados

As an skilled seeman, Piedra Buena knaw
that he could have some accident in those
latitudes any momentaschartswerenot enough
and incomplets, sohe had to puide himsalfwith
the sketches of his own surveys. This is the
reason why he not only took care in building
huts and leaving messages indicating where to
find help but also o leaving provisions that, in
many cases, were goals, o, on each of his
vavages to Tsla de los Estados, he used to take
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gome Enimals and,
nowadays, thousands
of them are found
there.

In October 1868 he
asks and obtains from
the national govern-
mant the property of
isla de log Estados.
Law 269 sgtablighas:
"Wauy capioin Don
Luig Piegra Buena iz
gronted the property
of the igland named
del Estado, situntedin
Cape Horn, in the
Eogtern exfreme of Cabo San Diego, and thres
Isogues wide EN on the river Senta Cruz, and
four, ar whatever longth, Isfa Paian beling in
eluded in the mentloned [hres leagiues, as well
gy the smaoll adiocent xlonds and e popidlof-
ed solt rifres " (The States bays this land from
Fiedra Buenas' inheritors on 19 March 1913
through Law N* 8240, 34 vears later.)

At this stage of his life (and of events), Den
Luis Fiedra Buena devotes much of his time to
the defense of seversignty. His busingas voyag-
g3 constantly mingte with the rescuing of wreck-
ers and acts that replevy Avgentine soversignty.

The situation betwesn the two countries
tArgenting and Chile) is such that ha is called
to Buenos Adres fo counsel the Congress and
later, i 1878, he enters the naval roll as
Lisutenant colonel of the Navy but with the
salary of a sergesnt major. He went on actively
engaged in activities related to the Argentine
Sen, raiming officers, carrying oub expeditiond,
and advising the national government on sub-
jecks relaked to Patagonia and Tierra del Faesgo
unti] he died n 1883, {In 18832, he was the
military chief of the expedition of the Instituto
Geogrifice ArgentinofArgentine Geographic
Inastitute, whose scientific head was Giacomo

Conshruchons af Los Salinos:

Houss on bl Paven (1868)
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Bove, then he devoted himsslf to plan the
sapadition of the South Atlantic Expeditionary
Division, bothe died before it stprted, )

Buit, brack in 18568, the paried we are inber-
pated inup to 1873, when he loses the Espora
sii Isls de los Estados, Lans Piodra Buena
decides to eettle down in Punta Arenss and
spang @ genaral store whera he salls nantical
prticles. At that tima, the town was constantly
devalaping bat this stopped with the opening of
the Panama canalm 1915, Anyway, the goeg on
fepaling” and decides to egtablizh & factory to
gxtract o1l from penguoing on Izla de lns Eata-
doz. For this porpase, he takes several of his
men and leaves them on the island. One of
them isd. H Gardiner, who laft & juicy journal
about hig long stay on the island, which we
have transcribad in the book Isla de los Bsts-
dog v el Faro del Fin del Mundo, 1sswed by
FTagier & Urruty Publications.

Balow, we raproduce the journal Don Lais
write during his wreckage on Isla de los Esta-
dog. He relates how he went on sailing, sealing,
ind rescuing wreckers with his cutior Licigiio

Luis Piedra Buena and His Wreckage on
Isla de los Estados (1873)

(This journal is a copy from the original
transeribed by Cdndido Eyroa, whowas e friend

Presenl restorotion of Don Luis’ houss o lala Pawde,

Commander Candide E Eyron,

of Luiz Piedra Buena, his first Bisgrapher and
wis close to his Tamily as well) Tt is worth
mentioning that many of the existing versions
of Piedra Buena’s journal have been “complet-
ad” by authors that changed facts and added
fantasios of their own and came Lo inaccurate
cenclasions,

From the very beginning afhis aceount, Lais
Piedra Buena plamly demonstrates that he
was both a good navigater and a good carpen-
ter. As he needed an extra boat to work, he
decided to build one while he was sailing from
Puonta Arenas to hig “Island.” Other seamen
wonld rather read 8 beok or find shelter for

their gickmess in their cabins.

Vovage from Punta Arenas to Isla del
Estado

Todoy, February 12% we sel seil with W,
fresh breeze and anchored af Chabunes, feare
I had my tacho [sort of eauldron], which we took
thiaf sorme Gfleriioo,

13 SE frech brecze during the vardy houra,
The weather eloared up ot 12 We s0f off and
anchored af Ban Gregorio with 8 strong breeze.

14"® Today we were anchored of the same
horbor uwith SW strong breeze.

155 ] moved to anchor ot the primera Angos-
tirn [First Marrow] fo waif for Josd

16% I beached the ship fo fix her and, being
gitll beached, José come carrying a sack of
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e, 2 i, hardtack, I of voffee, and an appre-
cioded Letter from the old lady. I answered the
letter after work.

I7The ship iz ready, We placed the rudder,
she was steady and the botfom was clean, bt
unfortunately the barge left with SW strong
breeze during the night, We put the ship aflont
and we were ready to leave.

({He took advantsape of the opportunity to
elean the boktom of the Espora, former Naney
owned by Smiley “the consul™; apparently thers
was still some rouble with the rudderstock. )

I8 (February) We sef soil of § a.m. ond
Jogd did 2o with Mhe smell fogneh, We Eregted
each ather al 7.30, He salled on for Gallegos
with tie new seltlers in order fo foke posaes-
gton of the mentioned port on behalf of the
Chilean Government. And Iwent on sadling off
Punta Pogesidn heading South bound for Isla
del Estado fo sloughter sguabs for il whils
building o boat as I had lost the ofher. 1
descried the Southern poini of San Sebastian,
15 mifles awey, of 8 (Sealing vessels of the
1B0s used to take some good carpentry aquap-
ment since minor vessels —boats, whalers,
and barges or prams— wara needed to work.
These wereusually Instwhile working in rook-
eries of unloading on beaches with breaking
waters, Larger ships aleo used to carry spare
disassembled vessals. )

19 Day broke al Punda San Bsidro weth liitle
W wind, We sterled working on the barge at 5
o A 2 o, wind cooled dotin from NNW,
rather strong, and e had {o stop working, At 5
pom, we deseried Islo del Estado bul, seeing

500 lion sloughssring oo lska de los Estodos. Cope Colnett | 1930/ 40]
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that we would not arrive untd the evening, T
taid fo opposite Cabo San Vicenfe. (Layving L
implies mansuvering as needed, with sails and
ridder, im order to try to keep stationary and
ook to move; 1615 & very vseal provedure sailing
boats use with bad weather or strong adversa
windl or when one does not want to enter port
becaust of poor visibility or because the place is
unknown or because safety measures are not
enaugh, ]

20" When day broke, we were practically in
the same site, but wind was nof enough o cross
the Stroif becowse of the running current, We
were delayed up fo 12, when NW fresh breeze
started to blow and we wenit on on owr woy
to Crosley Bay. On enfering if, wind calmed
down end we kod bo anchor of high rizk, but
soufherly wind fovored me. We sof off and
anchored of Bohio delos Nutrios, We killed the
poor kitten ag we fatled to see it under the barge
we were building: poor Bela!

(He does not mentisn the risk of loging an
anchor.)

The Oil Factory

27 We et sail {{rom Bahis de laa Mutrias to
the rookery; ik is obvious that this wasnot near
becapse he needed the Eszpora) with fresh
breeze bound for the rookery, but brecze was zo
strong that i broke the foremast and we hod fo
return to bhe harbor. Weanchored of 12 ot B. de
Iesnutrias, In the afternioon, the barge we built
saled for lond with four hands ond she was
washed ot breaking twaters. Forfinately, noth-

ing hoppened,
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g [February) We set sodl again with NW
piind: e ware arxious fo get o aur destination
pecatse slowghter time iz approaching, At 8
.o, e found whot 1 expected —the birds on
lard. With those millions of amall animals
greaf things could be done, but Feannaot because
of my attuadion. Al 6, we went on land with the
kpeho and T left the men thare,

23 Wewend for lond early, we elonmed Ehe vaf,
and we put everything away, The cylinder hod
stonm by Fin the afternoon, 300 birds were kiled
e Shar vl poes Dosedael &0 T el why saree oo board
becatise sl s ot fastenod, (In this avea, ships
usually ancher and are fastened on land gither to
arock o tres. Thus, the ship Resps har position
and does mot nove with changing winds, On this
opportonity, he goee aboard worried aboat the
gifety of the ship as shea is not fastanad, but he
Ieaves the “vat” melting fat. |

24" Today we got the first frinl vat wath 2650
tirdes The boeling was soso. Weunlooded i and
e wend fo il more brds, Later, we {oaded &
werh 550

25* We unlooded 1, although ey were noi
so done, they were so so, We loaded 1t with 6000,
halof t e shinned and halfwidh skin, Wealso
used the pot in arder to be able towark with both
the cplinder anag the oot Frone my poind ofview,
thiz worked well, There are mamny hirds, but
time 18 short. Chily God and [ know hote mauch
we suffer working.

26" I'n the morning, we had to fix the bool,
fetch some firewood for the factory, water, el
We went tothe factory and boling seemed lo be
gl right, They did not take long in fetohing me,
We went aboard and we unwound the chadn
and we took the ship slightly owt. The wend
cialmed down completely, Today we did pracii-
eally notling.

27 Dugring the ffrat howrs of the doy, we were
engaged in entering the ship to the Boy (o moor
£, bk as wind was sochanging everything was
i vain. Later, we leff for the factory foassemble
the press and pet the paihs ready to herd the
birds, We killed 450, 200 gallons have been
alrepdy obtgined with he vad. The pof s ready
and, as we cannet stoy on lond becowsedhe ship
s nof sofe, we cannot goon. We have T200 skins
ready.

28* A atrong SW gale cameal Sen the morning.
I' had o Iet the cable end go and go inside,
Althotgh this bay is open and has no shelter for
thiz tpind, it hos o sandy beach trhere ahe can
beaed in case of o musforticne, when oufsioe wood
toopld not be wseful nol even for maiches, We were
verywell, but we could nof fosten the ship properly
besniize of bad weather and e people. During
the night, wind colmed dotrn.

L]

Gregoria Mﬂ.‘. the second bo Don Luss Fiedio Boeno

Loes of the Boat (SW Gualel

Mairch, 1 At 4 a.m., wind changed and
starfed o blow strongly from the N and @
pushed ws ot and we hod fo anchor where we
fad et the onchor, While leawing, the rudder
tiller wos broken and £ wes flxed and the chain
sisperced. Tr thenight, i o practicelly calm,

2 AL 5 oo, SSW sen breese started fo blow
and & went on wdil 2,30 p.m, (The aneroid 76-
35, Clear weather with some haoil squalls),

F Heft Smith onlond of € a.m. with diffioul-
by as the sex waos g0 rough to finish with the
slaughtering and fo do what T eopld, Weather,
trorse and worse, I could do nothing. Wearea
fewr and we cannod Fun the factory and the
SCAGORET.

£ Southerly strong breese still blowing, and
we cannot go fo lond fo work

&% Wind trned to NW, and I eould dizem-
bark. We have very little firewood. I sent a boat
to fetch more. Wien they were near, frash breeze
started fo blow from the SW.Halfan hourlater,
from the NW. The boat arrived. Firewood was
heing disemborked and whin Ehey were about
to finigh, the sen hit and sunk the boat with its
three hands completely. Thers trere no cosial
Fivs; o wes on the beach, I immediotely helped
thery with ropes. The boof salled out and ke
conld nat manage to get hold of it About halfan
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fowr Later, wind staried B blow from Lhe South,
The boat going giway, Strong bréeze ond rainy.
The people soaked throggh

G0 et early with three men on o leother
bovd T hod for fhe river, as wolking coross the
Atlls is very distrossing hecatse of height and
the thick woods. We sair many birds that still
could be caught, but people were dizcouraged
thinking they were almost {osf, Af IO we left on
the Boat for the river. I weni aboord, we fook
oars and we lef to look for the lost boat. It was
af the apindrift, oll shotiered, NW wind. I
watted on board wntld the seq colmed dotir o
[idtle Bt and we went fo look for 6, As the boat
wos turned down o stones, thore was nothing
Teft bud the boftom. As soon af te gof aboard, T
pict i on fhe deck and siorted to fix (. The stones
Delng quite sharp and the see rowgh, Teola not
go fo land

£ The day broke with N ewind, but i€ was 5o
strong ehal O wos fmpossible fo leave on e
bogt. I engoged in pusting people and oil in
order, Ab swneet, pre finished with the boot
planking. Weather calmead down. Apparently,
on foned they are busy frying oil in the tacho. The
vat has no fire. Wind s turning South,

The Wreckage

5 Today wind wes variable arnd if turned all
the compaas round. Rainy, bul moderate, We
finished with the bood ot 3 p.m. (They had
rebuilt the boat lost on the rocks in two days'
time.) We wore about fo lounch i, when wind
came from ontside. The tacho goes on working
druring the day, bt Tihink i will not be able fo
Eo ot as teeather Ts rainy and Ehere @5 e
firperood. We have net heen alile fo moor along,

#* SW fresh breeze. The sea (s rough ot the
factory dock. The factory has 500 birds, but it is
not working breawse of lack of firewood, In the
afternoan, we lowered the boat and left for the
riverto fook for firewrood, We took it on boord as
we could not take if to fand. W wind with
heauy srnow and had squalls

107 At midnight, wind started fo Blow vio-
lently. We put bucys to the onchors, and, af
daybreak, if was os sirong or even stronger, We
noticed thal the lorgest gnchor hod no stock
and could no lopger restst and only the small
one was holding vs end i always drageed o
liftle. Fearing not being able fo twrn rownd, and
the sea being so heavy, I decided fo let the
anchkor go and strond the ship on the sandy
beach, but unforiunately the ship loid to and
strikes made her lose the oakum so that she
sunk. The only thing we conld do was fo save
supplies, which we took to lond. Celestine came

from the factory.

SHEWRECKS IN CAPE HOAN

The followmg 15 a brief anslysis-comment
which iz the result of the vigit by the zailing
boat Callos, owned by Jorge Trabachi, in April
a7 the Espora beaches on Bahia Las Nutriss,
which 15 a bay open to SW winde This iz not
Crossley bay as this one is complataly shel-
tered from winds coming from that quadrant
and is charasctarized for lacking interior coves,
except for onewhich is exposed to northwestar-
Iy or northarly winds. The only one we have
found with a sandy besch and exposed to the
&W iz Franklin bay. In fact, thare are & faw
gandy beaches: Puerto Roca's, extengive and
wide; in Bahia Flindars {open to the north) we
find Caleta Baiud, low-gradient wide and sheors
beaches; and Bahia Belgrano, extensive and
wide with i large niver, whers there was part of
a side of & rather lacge wooden ship; Crossley
Bany with alargebeach it bescon Cap. Zaratiemn
and many shipwrecks remains and short and
narrow atbeacon Tte. Palet The rest arestony
or have gteep coastd. One more detail the
roakery is not in Crossley bay gimply because
thers is no rookery there except for some izlats
where we do niot think penguins could nastle
given the fact that they ars exposed to the sea.

Both in Crossley and Bamd, and especiallyin
Frenklin, thare are many remains of wreckag-
5. In the last one, there 15 gven a river —with a
sunk vessel around B meters long and very old—
te which one can enter on a boat from the sea
Thas is the only rver on the island which nowa-
days one can have access sailing aboat. Anothar
mmportantriveristhak of Puerta Boca, but a boat
coming from the sea cannot enter,

The beach here s essential since the Espo-
ra, stranded on the beach, was congiderad to be
lost only many days later, On the other hand,
there has to be énough roem to build & 11-meter
long veasel and to settle down.

This leaves Izla Obzervatorio adide as it
hazsnosandy beaches and ithas a beach which
goes up 20 meters (Bradn Mendndez's and
Ratto'sview); let alone Hoppoer, which has no
sandy beach with a stream or nver (Cap.
Botta's version). Excerpts from the book Isla
de log Estados v el Faro del Fin del Mun-
do, Zagier & Urruty Publicationg.

It is warth mentioning the fact that during
this visit we had the feeling that this could be
the place, but personally T was not eertain.
When we found the remaing of & vessel, at low
Hde, we thought it was something small rather
than the 20 meters long one we could see on
gther trips.

i1* Today we started fo put supplies in
arder. Weather hod calmed down, but the sea
was foo rough fo do something. I noticed that
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{heahip wins not broken; she was fust shaken by
ihe hitting of the sea.

Trying to Get the Ship Out. A House is
Built

1216 Spniph s ill, We fetched the stuffthat was
oft bogrd, We took the choins owt of the holds
and e arranged the pumps fo try lo move the
ship bow out an the following day. We left o
chain on land. All buoys uere all right.

13% In the morning, we went aboprd I
cawlhed touwrard bow ez much as I could. We
triad with the pump, but it was useless; [ hod
to give up. We placed rigs at the masts and we
straightened her; bt the rigs snepped during
ghe night. Neverthelags, in the morning, she
wia strofght

1 Wa atf on Board in the morning e, as
the ship was stroight, we found i easy do tilE i
gn starboard, So I had the chance o half-
cowlker the left side but, evervbody being af the
purnps, e cold do nothing but hold with all
our strength; and sesing that we would not
atand wore than an hoor, Thes &s oy T deciden
b prut off the works. People think the ship is lost
—I do not. Anyway, we are cutting knees for the
possel we tntend fo build, People is already
porried,

Another man fell (11 today and we are fust six
feft. . Celestino, who was to file aves and cut
knees, did neither of the twa; sa, out of the esght
e are, only fiUe Wery WOrREnRg.

15" As the weather s so cruel and roiny,
and eperything being wet, mattresses and cloth-
trg, I started to build a little house for therm not
tofall il any more, Today, it waes dry but windy,
Wonsin. At sunset, we finished with the roof
and I put o piece of canvas on one side. Three af
s slepi in the hui

16" We started with the howse in the morn-
ing. A very rainy day. The ornerotd was af 73
the lepest we have zzen for the dime being, We
could not work on the ship. Tivo men were sick,
and I was not feeling well because of my illness,
but ! had to stoy up all the same. J made the
suppdies to be brought {o the house. A sack of
hardtack got wet. In the afternoon, we ploced
the keel for the vessel. It was 33 fect long.

Building & Cutter

17" Day broke with o strong gale that pre-
verted work, It rained and snowed. We engoged
in making rog. We could cuf the bow post, The
vessel's scale was keel 83 feet long, beam 13,
depth &, stern 7, bow 8.

18 The gneroid went wp fo 74° fodey. The
day is windy, but it is not rmm!ng W owine. We
placed the bow and stern posts i the keel and

rr

tiw prit one hnee up in the muddle: The seck are
barely better,

0% Today, the aneroid stayed at ¥4° and
thire iz fresher Winind. Works on the vessel go
o slondy, Weonly bolfed six boords. We started
Fo wese the lorge smwp but nobody thas experienced
et rsing i, The ship is rutned, When the woter
riges, she moves, bud the difference befween
high and low tide is o fittle thot I cannot
neither cowlber the visible joints nor ploce the
hull belote. T hope this rmoon goes atpay so that
I can have another look af the bottom. Now o
gale ts blowing. It is 7 in the evening, cleor W.
wind. (It is interasting to seée how he builds the
cutter Ludeito without giving up the idea of
regeuing the schooner. Itis obvious thathe has
not used timber from the schooner yet, but the
ot e took on board for repairs or buildings
and timber from the woods: such as the knees. )

20 Doy broke with freshening wind. It can
be sofd that the ship was not damaged by the
tast storm. The sea has been calmer, bl we
cannot work becowse of Hdes and strong breeze,

21 Todoy the weather wius 50 s0. Fresh W
breeze. I placed 14 boards; I weuld have ploced
maore if I hod somebody to help me. Twe are ifl,
two are sawing boards, Celeatino s not o regi-
{orworker; he ondy works from éime to time and
{f seerms that he is enwilling to work,

Foud The day broke fine, no wind, We worked
oll day long en the vessel wp fo 4.0 p.m., when
i started to rain, The wood-work is slow. The
sawe {5 of no kelp becawse nobody krows fow fo
use if, Therefore, boords are raether bent (they
must be sawing them from a chock er main
plank). T%e anerotd went up to 757 B0 Ther-
mmmeter 42°F, (600,

23 SW fresh breeze rainy and cloudy, The
anervid 75° %0, Today, we were working an the
vessel, fwo shoping knees and four logging.
{Obviously, they fetch timber for the cutker.)
Thermometer43°52, aneroid 75°85. The weath-
er looks really bod.

D5 Bouth wind, force 8. Cloudy, Aneraid 76°
35, Thermometer 43° 2, Todoy, we worked on
the vessel. It is imposatble to do anything with
the ship because of weather (ho refers to the
Espora). She iz coming up on the benk, where
I will be able to fix if casior if weather improves
(he has not given up yet),

2¢* Todny, the weather improved and wa
worked on the small vesse!, Wi eould not stay by
the scliponer.

27 We started to ltne. Anather man fell ill, so
Smith, who was rother bod, hod fo come fo
work and D, Celesting, whe was not so tfl. We
are running out of supplies and we do not knou
which of the fuo vessels will be out first (he is
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gtill thinking of rescuing the schooner apart
from building the cutter). We have fo waork
becaise winfer i approaching

25 Weather is fine. We worked on the pessel,

20 Wentherwas fine af dawn aned it stoy [k
this wp fo 5 am, when it started (o drizzle
feady. We stopped working. Wa lined mare
Eran fialfl the vessel during fhese two doys,
Snith on one side ond J on the other. The wind
turned to S5E

Sunday, 30 Ratny NE fresh breeze. Aner-
oid 757 10, Thermometer 44°, The schooner is
guite higher and we can work on €, but the
difficulty lies in the tor for large joinis becaise
the rog world come out, And the anchor as
well, because we will nat be whble to take i out
until the founch we are buiding is ready,
erhich T think will be coithin 20 deys if weather
i3 fine, (He still has the fixed idea of saving the
schooner —maybehe dees not give ap; he calls
the cutter "launch” and he is going to use it to
retricve the anchoring. The term - lavnch is
and was used to name the sailing boats from
gouthern Chale.)

FI* Today we pleeed all L woper timber
and planking, Being dry and withopt strong
wind, the dey fovored ue, We started fo réady
the wales. Celesting, lazy os usual. He thinks of
his belly, and I think it would not be bad o
divide hardiack and meat. We have got 8 bar-
rels of meost, 3 sacks of hardtack, 4 of flour,
about B0 pounds of sugar, 50 pounds of ries, 40
of coffee. They eal well and work very fittls,
Aneroid 757 6l

Penuries April, Bain and Wind

April, 1" N rainy sftrong breeze. Thermome-
fer dd. Anerodd 74°25. We go on working on the
lagnck, Al 10, we stopped trorking becotse of
bad weather and we started o open mg,

200 W warked on the vessel. Tt was o fine but
eolid day. We managed to ploce 5 stays of the
deck and we worked wRtil sunset.

3 Today, we worked on the vessel all doy
long, but not with enthesiasm although works
uredit on trell, The day, rainy. I worked unfil the
evening, We still hove enough supplies and the
vessel is half ready, We opened o sack of hard-
tek foday.

%A ratny byt not fod windy day. We were
bugy in lining the deck of the vessel,

&% The day broke very windy ond sond
prevented we from working contforiably; siill
we teorked yntil the evening, The anerold was
74 85 at 7 p.m. Thermometer £5° 5. NW wind
and clotdy. We started to ration hardtack, Le.
one par perzon for each meal {food was ra-
tisned)
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& We worked on the vessel. I wasa fine day
and we went on until the svening.

7 We started to place the deck, We put half
of it and half the hatchwey of the chomber s
cotiered. It rafred in the morning and i cleared
up in fthe offernoon.

A* Roitny day. We worked on the vessel. We
adsn shared out some hardiock. Each one had 5
poends. We will see how long € losts.

8% The day broke benidtfully with clear W
wind. We cut the sail and we started tomake i,
We went on working on ihe vessal and we
finished with the deck

16F* Weather was owful in the morning. We
couwld ipork in the afternoon. T went aboard fhe
schooner ond [ brogght the ruddar, which had
a froken pintle The schooner in oloays full of
witer 5o We cannol work on &,

131%™ Viery strong Sowtherly bresse with rain
and shoiw. We could nof work on the pessel. T
assembled the bellotvs fo melf the rudder pintles,

T2 The doy broke with S strong breeze bui
leas rainy. Dark and cold weather. After the
storw, it seerns os 6§ the ship ere higher. The
peaple &5 not inferested; they are busy bullding
the vessel and not helping me in getting the
sehooner ouf, sof stidl do nat krow what afall ]
it (Lais Piadra Buena is still thinling of work-
ing on the schooner, althoogh the rest is not),

13" Weather was fine this morning, but at 2
B was wpset and i started fo rain, Wetilted the
vessel o start with the bottom and with the
eauléing of the deck, Today we shared out more
hardiack,

14 In the morning, weather was quite good
but cloudy, we finiched with the bodlom o one
sude ond we finished coulking the deck.

15% We started to fix the double botiom, Tt
wasaclearday with N efrong breare, We worked
all day long and we caulked the first bottom,

16" Very strong 8 gale. Tonight, it took all
planking and everyithing we had on the beach.
Tide has boen the largest I have ever seen.,

17 We ateerted o gother everything we hod
tasf, Violerd Bouthern wind and raining tery
haavily. The schooner is Righer, buf e cowld
not get on board,

18* Southern breeze was rather strong today
with rain and snow squalls. Weonlv worked for
a while in the morning. With this weather, the
aneroid ranges from 7575 to 767 The sen warks
against the schooner, but not strongly.

15 Weather in the morning was still heavy,
bt & calmed dmwn in the afternoon and I could
zo on board af half-tide to take some planks to
finigh with the vessel we are budlding —I no-
tHeed Refhing outstanding on the ship. We took
sorme planks and os U was af Aood Ralfaide we
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had to go bock o lond because tide rises and
ehbin throwgh the joints, which are all open, as
outside. Hordtack was shared out and meat
wris handed owver, (AL this peint, it i3 very clear
that the planks were on the Espora and that
they were not part of the schooner, }

The Espora Is Abandoned. Getting the
Cutter Ready

21" Day broke weth N freshending wind, The
ser ebbed. We went on board to shockle off the
chain that wes preveriing the skip to head for
the sea, and I sow that a plank on the Tt slde
had loosened and that several of them on the
pight wrere not nailed. We loaded the boats with
planks and brought them to land. A heavy rain
started ol 10, but still we worked late, The ship?
—7 don't kriow. We have nothing fo fix it prop-
grly and the weather prevents us from dotng so
ord we have no supplicaforthe job. The shep s
pld and the fostening does not stond. (He 15
gbarting. to give up, but the Espora 15 still
complate, 1.e., up to the moment ik has not bean
broken up to buld the Luisits althouph they
were taking planks from ik it might be the
double sheathing or simply wood they asually
ool to baild barrels, s boat, a shelter or aven to
repair the schooner. }

220 Todlny, we bilted the vessel on the other
side; and evarything was ready. NW fresh breeze,
a létele bit rainy, We worked all doy long,

23 The day broke with N fresh breeze, and
we wend to the focfory for planks. We brought
about IS planks. The factory looks in riins, the
roaf s on the pan, The oll moved becouse of the
awful storm,

24" We finished fiaing the oubside first sheath-
ing ond we coulked i, It was o fine day, Welear
wingd.

25 BW strong and olear breeze. Wa plianked
the zide and put the keelson_ I started to mowld
the rudder pintle. The anereid dropped to 737
30, Thermonteter 43% It rained from 1240 3
pi.m. {He even made the rudder hanges without
uging the schooner's.)

26% SW wind and rofny. We worked a fifle.

27 SWfrash breeze. We've juist planked and
el ked eperything ue have fixved. Three ducks
wore kitfed. The weather turned roiny.

25 SW freshentng wind. T was molding the
ridder pintles. We worked on the veszel putéing
hatways and the keelson. The weather, awfil
Ol SiOdn Y.

29 Strong 8 wind with a lot of snow in the
marning: ¢t cleared wp in ¢he afternoon. We
finished coulking the whole ressel, We also
staried fo fia the chamber floor, The mold for
the pintles is not good becwicse the grownd was

o

Bad, We did not go on because fhere ware no
more planks,

J0° N fresh broeze, T ordered the boaf to bring
planks, the most and She rigging, while I uas
fixing the vudder and pintles. So I think the
vegsel iz rendy today, (Now, they did go for the
yvards snd mast of the schooner,)

May, 1Y Fresh NE breeze. They went atoard,
they brought ropes and some other st we
needed and - we oy the chamber foor. Roiny

2 W fresh brecee and o fine day. I fixed the
ridderand they fixed the rigging and the inasi,
27 It ruined ofl day long. T made the Toor and
we fixed the mast lo fasien the chain and the
poles to throw it to the water. It is comipletely

Indiscipline

4" The day storfed with very bod weather, N
freshening wind. We browght an anchor for the
vessel, The people & noughty finding fault n
which they would nal know how to do, both
becawse of bad wealher and their shills, I alivays
Ho on working without getting mad af them as
they are those people whe think they know more
than others and they havent got the slightast,
When one tells them to do something, they want
todootherwise. In the evening, thevdo and wndo
evarything (commeniing! and, in the morning,
they eoodt in bed for the coffes escaping from
work, Some wand todo something: others, of e
wise, and time goes by, Don Celeding thremlaned
with setting the vessel on fire becauss ke was not
working doing whet he wanted to. T told fim
wrhaet he had todo, bt he o0k gove g, S0 weare
artly fo teorking steadily.

& Today, we started by trying to launch the
pessel, bul she had not the maosts T hod ordered;
hagides, they did ot tie the foll fothe firm sfone
hut to o grapnel in sand withouf securing ik
Carlos started tosay that everyihing was fn fhe
errong ploce ond ol e thes going fo cfiop the
tiessel up with an axe Finally, T made fim sfut
up and he went to feteh the poles with the regt.
I ordered Celesting fo muke the pump. When I
came back, fe hod mode only a stape, We
stopped Wworking because the water s rising
and i s snowwing eavily, SWogale.

The Launching

6 N wind. We took the laurch to the shore,
As the sand is so80ft, wecowld not taks it further
out. (Soft sand beach. )

7 N fresh breeze. We took it o little bt
further, Six of us slept on booprd.

&4 8 very strong breeze with snow ond rofn.
Wee condd nat work. The 8 of 4s slept on board,
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&t The same wind g yestgrday, tery cold,
The anchors drogeed, still we mode them work,
and when we were n the best, the rigging
snopped and water started to rize. The beach is
very lang and the sand is soff, so we havefo twark
o lof, (Thiz description suggests the beach of
Franklin bay; wa have to bare in mind that it
took them four days to taks the cutter toa place
where 1t could float vsing Aggings dnd poles
This makes one think of a beach with Hictle
griadient, such as Franklin's or that of Baiad
cote, )

T N owind. The day was ftre af first. The
people are ahways arguing and disggreeing
amang them, Carlos and Celesfino had a row
and if pro Feaud wof been there, they would have
fought, Carlos said that Celesting was nat help-
ingg et et e wowld goon the boat like the rest
gt that we were i @ dengerows place, and
Cafesting replied fhat he was not working on the
bont because he kod fo prepare bread, Finally,
we calmed them down. We put the boaf fo waler
and I sent him fo the foctory fo felch the reat,
Today, uealsotook the vessela EtEle furtlier ot
wp o o poind e thought O would s with
high Ede

11 At daybreak, the day was fine and it went
on wntil the evening, With the affernoon tide,
the vessel cotld swim ond we went owt further,
Carfos is behaving {ike the boss. This marning,
he shattervd the berth ofone of the others. fdan’t
Enotw if he wonds (o run a riof; ke i alwoys
Fhreatening them,

125 It weas another fine doy. We fixed the
mast, Carlos alioys gebling info Erouble uéth
ererybody.

13 W frosh breeze. The sails were bend and
g0 packs of ginc and the pump were brought,
becouse it mode a lettle water; this was boerded
in the afternoon.

14" Anather fine day. In the morning, fhe
tank, supplies, water, and firewood were Lnken
on board. A strong SW gole with srow and jail
blew during the night,

15% W went on lond, we gothered more
firewood aond we brought some sfuff, but the
weather wos awfisl, The schooner is complately
wseless, the bow has brohen and it is all open.
{The Espora is loat for ever. )

18% Bad wenther goes on. We started fo bor!
an board foday,

I7% Tt rained ond snowed heavily all doy
long —we could do nothing. SW fresh breeze.

18" Dy broke with snow sgualls. SE fresh
breeze We got ready and, at 12, we left our poor
Espora all shatfered.

19 Af dlgun, we were opposite Policarpo. B
fresh breeze, {1t took them 1% hoors to reach
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Folicarpa; 30 miles from Crossley Bay or 37
from Franklin Bay, but saahng through the Le
Maire.)

20" We were opposite Orozoo af 13, Heavy
roin gguails, NE fresh broeze.

21 E breeze almost cali. We advanced very
Little.

22 SE fresh breeze. We arrived af Bafilo
San Sebastidn with very dark weather, and [
anchored of Cabo Eapirite Santoin theevening.

23~ We sof sail of 3.30 arn. At 17, e saw o
steamer goil past. SW very Light uind.,

27 Wearrived tn Punio Arenas and I foend
wehal I core most =my family, my good cliildren
and, af thet momend, I complefely forgol every
thing. Thanks God.

There are some data missing $0 we cannot
say exactly which was the plase. Open to the
8W and with sand, we enly have Franklin,
Eookeries may be those of Roeca port, whare
thare used to be a very large King penguing
colony, which had been exploited by Luis
Piedra Buena's employeea some years bafore
(see (3. H, Gardiner, 1869}, There might hawve
been sealisns in Crossley, but in fact he
exploits them on the southern side of the
1zland in Puerto Back (cppesite San Juan de
Salvamenta).

But beyond the exact place, what he had to
do and underge with his men 15 unbelievable.
Leaving aside aspects such as war and naval
gtrategy, | think there is no seamen a8 groat as
Piedre Buens in the Southern Hemisphare.

“Callas" Expedition to Isla de los
Estados (1887)

To complete the works that the Maritime
Museum of Ushuais was already conducting
on Tsla de log Estades, at the San Juan de
Salvamento Lighthouse, and port Cook (in both
places a Survey of the Historic and Human
Infragtructure wae carriad out) and as part of
anagresmentwith the Arpentine Mavy and the
Muszseum of the End of the Waorld, we decided to
eail along the coast of the island to detect
remains of shipwrecks. In fact, the idea was to
determine which places were the most auitable
for a makashift chipyard and the place whers
the schooner Espora may have been lost; as
usual, guided by Luis Piedra Buena's journal

Throughout April 1587, we went on & short
expadition to Teln do log Estados with the aim
of makmg a trip all alang the northern coast of
theisland, Obeervatoria island and as much as
wa could of the southern aide, which was limit-
ed to Frankhn by,

The sailingship Callas, a 14-meter long
leeteh (designed by Roberto Hossman | was our
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means of transport. Apart from being very
strong and maneuverable, she enabled us &
hetter comparison of speed and situations that
Don Luis Piedra Busna might have had to face.
From the navigation bridge of & dispatch beat,
pverything is different; a small sailingboathas
accest to places that a ship conld never dresm
of. W ook a rubber boat with its engine, diving
equipment and sverything necessary to walk
all glong the coast and explere every breols and
el

The expedition was made up of Jorge Lus
Trabuchs, *Captain and Cwner” of the Callas,
(Gabriel Asbi, cameraman; Daniel Huntschil,
diver and navigator, Darin Urruty, a hit of
gvarything; Adridn "Osite" Giménez Huatton,
photographer and joumahst (carrying the
flag of the Explorer Club); Anibal Moya,
Prefecture officer; and the one who signs the
prisent worls

The oheervations mcluded in this part of the
book result from this trip. The account of the
vovagewas published by the magnzine Barcos
and is ncloded o a book on sporbive austral
navigabion.

The Wreckage of Don Luis Piedra
Busna's Schooner

For manyyears everybody ssked themeelves
where that famous wreckage could have taken
placs. The place was on Isln da los Estados, at
"Bahizs de lag Nutrias,” according to the barmi-
nology used by Don Luis Piedra Buens in his
dizry. But the point 1z that nothing definite
would come out and, if 1t did, hew coold we
assert that that was the site?

The truth 1= that some historians such as
Braon Menender and Ratto loeated the event
an Ohservatario island, others at Crossley hay,
port Hoppner, Flinders bay and many others.

I personally tended to think that it was
Croasley bay, bot even when there were many
ramaing of wreckages there was no ona in
partirnlar that eould point to the schooner
Espora.

There were remaine of what ¢ould haows been
a shelter or a honse, or the famous factory, as
Piedra Buena used to call it. In that place, he
ztored the skins of zeals he hunted in the
goutherm part of the island which, after being
prepared, he took to Punta Arenas to be sold.

Amrway, we could not be sureofthis In April
1997, when sailing past Franklin bay aboard
the Callas, owned by Jorge Trabuchi, we o
the ekelaton of a vessel at the moothoof a river,
According to the measures 1 took, it was no
lonper than eight meters. But it was old. As tde
wis not Jow, we could see netther the keel, nor

the stern-post, nor the real size of the frames at
the knges, nor the long planks —partly buried in
the gand— that we sventually found in Novem:-
ber 1993,

At first sight, it appeared to corredpond to
the size of a cutter {aleven meters) and ook to &
sehooner, Tome, it conld be a{Chiloé lsunch) or
a fishing veesal of the sort. Mobedy could pic-
ture that i€ was the schomer Espore, exceptl
using ene’s imapination. There were no visibls
sipns in thie wrechage that pointed te that
Anyway, it was possible and (it gave you the
impregsion that it could bel,

The place was gquite clese to Don Luis Pie-
drabusna's descripticn, but we had no other
traces. | started to cherish the idea that ikwas
a favordble place for & wrecksge and 1 com-
mented on this with Daniel Buntschilks, Daxio
Urruty and Adran Giménsz Hutton, Bub we
kad to find something more convinang than a
simple feeling ind some piscss of Hmber that
would never lead to identify the ship they had
belonged o, I wag atal]l for Croasley bay buat,
after coming back a coupls of times, I laft this
apbien asids definitively.

I wae lucky to come back to different aroas
ani the island —thanks to the Naval Base of
Ushugia— and, traveling about other placas, 1
startad to be suspicious. This feeling grew
when I heard the version by Carles Dipilato,
whohad boon to Franklin bavesrivin 19898 and
gawva ma an idea of the size of thoee planks. |
alsa took into aecount the spinion of Lisutan-
art Josd Urratia who have been referring to
them asthe Erpora sinee the tima when speed-
bogts used to vigit the eres. Sall, this was
nothing but a suspicion and wa lacked definite
cluss.

It was during that tme, on my way to port
Cook, when | found oot that taking both Dhn
Luis® diary and the original versions of voyag-
ers’ accounts, it was possible to Ond many
things. For instance, Luis Vernet's establish-
ment —while he was Governor of Islas Malvi-
nas— in Afo Wueva bay; the famous lake of the
prisaners mutinied in 1902 and oh surprise!,
tools and ammunition and... hidden in.. (01
keep the place for myself becacse plunderingis
unavoidabla).

The Expedition

The major trouble was the time that the
research in this place could take us, 30 we
gtarted to get ready for 8 non-conventional
expedition. We would disembark there and,
after aboutseven days, we had bo bry to evacu-
ate, This task was by no means easy; the bay is
complately exposed to the southwest and it is
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not in the least convenvent to stay at snchor
thers. The sea comes i with all iks force and
the place is very treachemous bobh for smling
vessels and ships. We had to armive and sat up
B Camp.

Cmige this idea was communicated to the
Area Waval Avstral, Reay admiral Don Héctor
J. Alvarez studied the project and gave us all
the support needed. This was an ambitious
axpedition. FPirst, we would survey the island.
Beaides, Docter Adridn Schisvini {ielogist)
and *Princess” Silvia Gigh from Matural Re-
sourcas wonld come with us to de some re-
search onrockhopper penguins colonies of which
very littls was known,

Aswe already know, everythmg around Don
Pigdra Buena is closely linked to sealions pod
penpuins. Let us remember that he was an-
gapged in sealing a8 from the time he had
gtarted to sail

The party wasa completed with two camera-
mien from the TV program Caminos Patagdni-
cos | Enrique Porreti and Walter Ibdnez) and a
botanist, Fernando Biganzoli, sent by the In-
stituto Darwimano [Dareinean Institute] with
the idea of collecting gome plants to prepare p
rogim at the Maritime DMuseum. Luis Macl,
eontributor to the Museum, also joined the
expadition,

Then, on Movember 21 we loft the bay of
Ushoaia astern aboard the dizpatch boat ARA
Franciseo de Gurrnchaga, commanded by
Custate Castillo. Firat mate José Migual Ur-
rutin made his best for the vanous miesions of
the party could be fulfilled and his attitnda was
immedistely reflected on all officers and the
rast of the crew.

Bahia Franklin

We ecast anchor at this bay at nine in the
morning on Movember 22 with a girong norih-
woest wind, With wind from that sector, tha
exterior bay is quite protected and there is
practically no breaking water on the beach to
dizombark, On two dinghies, It took os two
times to take all the material on land avoiding
soaking,

It was a perfect sunny day with northerly
winsd and a shightly cool temperatore. We looked
for & place to st up the tents and found a
lowltand with vegetation right at the sand limait
abput three hundred meters from where we
dizembariked,

Soon after arriving, northeagterly wind m-
ereaged to a strong gals and we could wverify
that, even when the bay mouth faces south-
wast, thiswind entars with a tramendous foree,
It blows against the hill that closes the bay
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the south mnd wind gets boxed in with an
unosnal foree (venbari effect) blowing through
the bay bo the east where it is drvided nito two
ravines and then decompressed.

Thas was the forst explanation bo the reason
why, with northern wind, Luas Piedra Buena
had to get out —ie. he was thrown out. But
there were more surprises in sbore; while we
wire preparing some lunch, Adridn went deep
mto-the woods and came back with & bottle
that, at-first sight, appeared ta date from 18008
and it could contain ginebro {sort of iquor) ar
gin; {This was confirmed: 1t was the sort of gin
that used to be sold at the end of the 18" C.1n
almost ovary port, Lot us remeamber that Den
Liais always carnied some alechel to palliate
enld. The bottle itsell has the trademark and
botd the bage and the neck are welded, so0 it iz
a typical three-piece battle.)

A Shelter and a Shipyard

Juat a glance was enough to realize that it
was & shelter built, at least, over o hundred
yoars, This iovoluntary finding would be stud-
iod laker on, Buk the good thing aboul it was
that elements related to Piedra Boena's ac
eounts started to turn up,

The physical aspect of the place agreed on
the whole. On the one hand, we verified that
northern wind coold eavse a wreckage and, on
the other hand, we found a shelter like the one
Piedra Buena comments on in hia journsl at
about a hundred meters from the remains of
the vessel

Onee wa examined the shelter, we found
many elements for ships ranging from ring-
baolts and warp holder to Geghteners. Basides,
thers wire pipaé and corrugated sheets for the
roof, which are the same and come from the

The Dispatch ARA Sobral’ ond o smooth
disambarkoten {February 1997
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gameplace then those he used for tharoofofthe
ghelter he raized in port Cook (port Vancouver,
infact)l. That waa the famous shelter announced
with agign heleft in Cape Horn: “Wreckers ars
halped in port Cook.”

We glso found zmmc sheets for the ship’s
bottoms Vexternal sheathing ueed to protect
thevagsel agzinst shipworms, Teredo novalis),
W also found a series of various elemants and
o firebox bessde the shelter which contmined
gealion bones and other smallor ones we could
not identify,

It becomas chvious that Don Lude decaded tao
gtay in the woeds next to a stream. He dug out
in the glope forming an sven and horizontal
gurface with seme logs where sheets rasted
Just like he relates in his journal, ons side
musthave been of canvas (1tis pesaible topusss
that it was oilcloth) since we found —the same
asatthe San Juan de Balvamento ghthousa—
a log with many nails and cloth remains.

Then, weconld venfy that m thewoods Lhers
s practically no wind. Ta eap it all, we staved
thers during the stormy dayein late November
1998, Later ¢n, we got to know that Tierra del
Fuego had been in state of smergen oy thrashed
by winds that reached ap to 180w/ with haal,
rain, slest and all the worat peasible.

In these circumgtances, we sxperienced oar-
selves the inclemancies of the placa and real-
izad how Tar high tide eould reach and how
powerful breaking waves are. Thanlks to this,
wecould find two possible sites for the shipyard
where Dhon Luiz and his men built the cotter
Luigito.

These aites are quite close to the shelter and
in an even ares on the beach. And we could
confirm that the sea does notreach evan during
the maost vislent southwestern tempestand the
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highest tide. One of them is B0 matars long by
40 wide and sompletaly avalable, and the one
closar to the shoal 15 of ahout 28 m Jong by 15
wide, In that place we found —semiburied in
sund— many pisces of sawed planks.

Thare is a third posgible place right oppoaite
the wrockage romaing which iz 45 meters long
and betwroin 10 and 15 meters wide. Weshould
maka it clear that “the schooner” is about 20
meters away from the present breaking waters
line even with storm conditions as we have
already commented. On the other hand, the
following finding stunned us.

Knees and Firewood Forest: Goats
Shelter

On chmbing the hill from the shelter, we
found a “mzaders de cabras™ itis a place where
wild goats pather to stay for the night, a sortof
open vard, In fact, we eame acroas asveral of
these places and on our daily walks around the
arez, we gaw many gost herds. Some were
made up of seven or nine anamals, but thers
were othars of twanty and even one of around
forty. Thers were male goats with large horns
and long beards. Females were followed by
their ona or two-vear-old kids (that were a
temptation to send to the pot.)

These goats made us remomber Thom Luis
Bgein: ha was the one whe inktroduced them
into the island. In his journal we can read that
ha used to bring goats on the hoof on each trip
and he gither freed them or left one of his men
to herd them. Therefors, nowadays they wan-
der in the western sector of the island. They
have not crossed to the eastern sector and it is
highly probable that this is due to the high hills
in the center of the island, near port Parry.

There are many who are for klling these

The spelodo* Lias Mac of Don
Lufs Pradro Bueng's

shelter. Metal sheets,
urnbockdes, bolis, saw frames,

hﬂl“:l_, EI'IEE D'l'l?!rm WS

fevind [Meavember 1998).
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goate or teking them away from the sland
hacanse their introduction changes the envi-
ronment. But the interesting thing abowt thia
iz that they adapted to the plars and becama
apolimatized. Maybe the solution woeuld be to
tale & group to snother place gsinee thay are
complately sdapted

The situstion with deeris thesames. [n 1973,
the National Parks Service mtroduaced a group
of night deer that had become aechmatized in
[Jahmaia, This group was thought not to have
gurvived. Argrway, now several other groups
can be found —we have counted about forty
specimens, The odd thang about this is that
they may appenr anywhers and it 18 net rare to
gee them in penguin roskeries,

Cn the hiflside and about a hundred metors
from Don Lais' shelter, we found a shocking
surprise; a wood of twisted thick-trunk trees,
L0, epecies of over sighty vears or even more.
Esch one had at least one knee and it was
possible to get three or four different angles
from some of them. We not enly found these
trees but also the stumps of these which were
cut down by Don Luis' men. In his journal,
thare are several comments on these knoes he
obtained from the wood and this clearly shows
that he had ne mtention of dismantling his
beloved schooner. What is more, he constantly
tried to put her afloat and he only gave upwhen
they were about to finish with the Luisifo and
g atorm broke the sheathing on one side, The
beaching had turmed into s wrach.

In aword, it was aknees "paradise” and any
gxpert on building with wood knows that the
most difficalt partis o obtain these piecas with
g natural curve suitable to be adapted te the
Lype of veesal to be bumlt.

Puzzling Out

Closer to the bay extreme, we
found the firewood forest alse
with stumps, This forest was the
one vsed to keep the panguins
tocho (cauldron) boiling (ie., |
malting fat), It is interesting to
note how the woods renew by
etripes and how the tress pulled
down by the wind lat new shoots
develop into trees thanks to the
shelter from wind. These woods
are gxeellent to obtain firewood,
anf at Franklin bay they ara
found on both sides.

We chimbed up hill Monts
Guerraro (307 m) —which Pie-
dra Buana considersd diffienlt—
and than walked down to point

4]

Frola heading for the penguin reskery. But this
seaman used togend hiz men by bont Astually,
this is the right thing ta do bacause peing on
foat took ws about tweo lours and we arrived
exhamated, On the contrary, on a boab, this
takes no longer then fiftesn ar bwenty minutes,

These penguin roskeries ofthe spesiss known
g6 rockhopper may be as high as 250 meterg
gbova sea leveal Thers is tessock 2= on Malvi-
nes, Before this finding, it was thought that
those coloniea were the largest, but aceording
towhatwe sew on Isla de los Estades they may
ba ae largs or larger than that of Malvinas. To

L 8 '-:_ F i
Creenil of anie af the bottles found. Mot tha ghass
SECITS.

Grarloy Diptlots b o henvessest Bolia Fromikdn. Codain
Locroix (Bohia de los Mutrias, Febrary 1999),
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sum up, f lot ofwork for Adridn Schiavin and
Silvia Gigli.

Den Luis wrote in his journal "hirds are
réady.” In Mareh apart from aduliz, the ones
bors that year were largs enough to be zent to
the il cauldron. (Fromthe journal, 2-22: " we
have found what T expected, the birds on land.
With these millions of animals a great thing
could be done... ")

Arcording to the leghook by Lisutenant Dario
Sardchaga, the cotter Bahio Blanca's com-
mander, from the expadition under Don Aupus-
to Lassarre {1884), he eollected a thousand king
pengun eges and & hundred sedlion sking in
thiz bay, We found neither king panguins nor
sealions. Obwiously, sealers exploitation was so
important that, despite of the hunting prolibi-
tion, the island hag not re-populated vat.

Chain and Anchor

At thiz point, we realized that the whole of
the calebrated seaman's account completaly
ngrees with the place. But there was an im-
portant aspect left: Doctor #&nme Chapman,
Carlos Dipilato and Adrén Schisvini have
eommentad on their sesing & chain on a previ-
ous trap,

I looked for it hardly, but T could not find
anything. So 1 went back to Fiedra Buena's
journal, Standing on what must have been the
buw frame of the schooner, Tlooked to the coast
past the breaking water and reread what he
wrote:

"(March,} 12* We took the chaing out of the
hold and put the pumps so that the following
doy we tried fo move the vessel bow ot We
placed o chain oufside, All the buoys were all
right...*

=

S
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TMay. ) & Todoy we begen by brying o
lepineedy the vessel, bud she locked the miosts {
fend ordered, besides they did not He Ehe fall to
the firm stone but to g hedge in the zand, nat
gecuring,.."”

If the shipyard had been in the place we
thought it was as well a= the schooner's re-
maing, the stones must heve been the only
visible ones about 36 meters sway, Itwasthars
where the chain or thakedge or both musthave
beon. We cama to this conclusion considering
the angle of elevabtion n particular, and the
fixed point to drag the cutter with ang. On the
pther hand, Don Lais i3 sure to have taken the
whale ehain out in order to lighten the Espora

With the help of a small ghewel and around
five cm down, a series of links belonging to
wonderfully worked chain atarted to appear
—it had o stud and there was & secarecely
legibls brand, which is baing studied in tha
United States.

It wae a chein roll. Obviously, the recon-
struction of the stage had been completed. Why
did that chein remain there? —simple: its size
and weight are not switable for the outier
Luisito.

Condores and Albatross

Thers are nol many elements that may lead
to the identification of the few remains of the
wreckage, butits surroundings and the journal
of the beet seafarer that Argentina has ever
had agree in such a way that thers are practi-
cally ne doubts lait

Anyway, works will continue —ths study of
the wood is the neat step, We will alzsa go back
togo on surveying the placa that we found to be

the most beantiful on the island.

Is 1his the wood Fom
swhich Diom Luis
chdained knoes?
Stumps and ires
remaing (wih

missing pords) wienn
oo




EHIPYWRICKES IM CAFE HORW

While walking aouth toward Cdnepa bay
perosd the halls, a esuple of condores accompa-
mied ve gliding above the cape. Of course, there
were also Magellanie and striated caracaras.
But the unusual thing was to see albatress and
petrele very elose to condores as if everyone
were watching their tarritories,

The lagoons and rvers helow, among thick
fengn (High Deciduous beech) woods, invited
exploration. Every now and then, dear ap-
peared bafore our syes —we walked past their
sheltars very closs ko watering places and, if
poasible, we used their paths, There were some
strotehes that were like avenues, which made
walking withoutany difficulty posmble.

We used goate paths to olimb up and down
hill —all this in an unbeligvable setting since
both flora and grography in this place are quite
diffevent from thosze in the resgt of the island.

It is highly probable thot we wars the first to
witlk around here —escept for Don Luis— eines
we have never found any description or phoba-
graphs of the place, except for the arsas thatwe
had already coverad in several other trips.

The seaside presents very many surprizes
auch ag the remnains of n massve stranding of
pilat delphing, the remains
of the “faetory™ (which was
algo found necordingtowhat -
Daniel Kunstehik had as- e
gumed], move photographs
of the remaing of the "schoo-
ner” hove been taken Her
partz were measured and
their pogition determined by
Generel Position Systam
(GP3). We know where ev-
ury thing is and we hope
irverything remeins this way

for o long time, We do not — =
Beshins Frambdin in 1978 [photo okan in 1997,

want the place to become
attractive for thoze who like
harvesting histaric “souve-
nirs,”

Tierradel Fusge's Gover-
nor, José Estabille, signed a
decree which sets restric-
tiona to vigit the island. Con-
trols will be difficalt to put
inte practice, but at least
this is a step in trving to
protact its frodl ecosystom,
its historic remains: This,
a5 well a5 time, will also
contribute to the recoveryof
the island from the expleits-
tion guffered. One wishes
this place is kept for the fu-

Gaaks introduced up o 1976 {phoks taken in 1999). Mowadays, Be
ervironmetal Irnpu:l:F:is uncar shudhy.

Br

tore as a sample of what Tierra del Fuego usad
to be like.

Beisntific visits will continue. There is a Iot
to be dene nbout rockhopper penguins, which
will be in charge of Adridn “Bicho® (Bug)
Sohiavini, As far as possible, we will finish
with the surveving of the human-historic in-
frastructure on the izland with the help of the
Naval Base of Ushuaia.

Back Home

Days went by and when the storm gave a
reat, the dispatch boot ARA Francisco de
Gurrechaga appesred in a calm morning.
Alerted by radio, surstiuffwas practically ready.
The first trip took place almost immediatsly,
but half an hoor after anchoring, a storm from
the southwast broke with great violence,

We can eay that thiz was samething beyond
wet With three rubber boats —gne worked as
support—, we procesded to evasusts every-
thing, evan tha garbape we had produced,

Unfortunately, & rib from the Ezpora mads
an opening to the bottom of the boat Adrian and
Iwere aboard —it was the last one and it was
pointless tolet it go. Waves did the rest—thorae

[
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was a hole at the bottom, which was guite
intereating had we being sailing in the Carib-
bean and sesing colored Little fish. But 1n this
epse, we had to challenge hugs breslang waves
—ithe petrol tank floating sbove the engme
lavel and sverybody clutched fo the pontomns.

The support boat fetched some bags, buck-
gte and other stuffwe wure loging, Looking at
the dispatch boat’s bridge, we saw her Com-
mander (in the spen and in the middls of the
gale) constantly watching the cosst and hald-
ing with the engine the inevitable anchor
drapzmng.

On deck, the executive officer was giving
orders to finish with the mansuvar ae quickly
and safely as possible. So hamess started to
appear and, a3 we were takan out of the fraez-
ing watera, blankets and coffea welcomed us,
They showed thay know their business —the
*packs” {us] arrived somewhat soakad, but safa
and sound.

Mo hawe an idea of this farswall storm, eon-
sider the dispatch boat ARA Gurriehaga, it
for tugging at high sea, failed ta give way
against waves and wind

Mot being ablé to ail faster than one knot,
the erosging of the Le Maira strait was almost
impogaible, And, opposite Valaras islst, it was
decided that weshould look for ehelterin Bahia
Buen Sucego,

Meanwhile, on the bridpe, we {sxcept for
*Princess Kobachoveky,” alias Silvia Giglil com-
mented on our findings and recalled how Pia-
dra Puena used to dare =mil these waters,
wreck, and built 5 cutterwith o few slements Ly
recover financially from the lese of the schoo-
ner. Indefatipable, he sailed around the area
for years rescuing wreckers in the meantime
and establishing the Arpentine soversignty in
a place which —not being for him— it would
belong to some other owner now. The whale
boat was atbentive to the findings and we falt as
if Don Luis were present there, Just in case, he
had pulled our leg by showing us how &8 modern
rubber beat may wreck and how hehad to fight
with sallboats with no engine to work on his
island.

It is worth remembering that Isla de los
BEstados belonged to him and he used to ron it
ag if it had been a rench. But his sense of
nationalism was ahove anything slsa. Bank-
rupt, he had the nerve to turn down an English
offer to buy the whole or at least half of the
island, The British were interested bocauss
Malvinas needed to obtain wood from the is-
land.

Nowadays, and thanks to Telefdnica's spon-
sorship, we are planning to build a cutter that

SHIPWTECKCS = CAPE HOEN

wa hope will ba guits similar io the Luistio,
The works are carried oub om the basis of a
study by Manvel Campoes, improved by Hora-
c1g Ezeurrs and with the coungeling of sevoral
maritime museums of the eastern coast of the
United States. We belisve sur idea is quite
¢lags to the actual veseel.

Weintend tobuild it for sailing in the Baagle
Channel. Thiz project meludes the participa-
ton of students from erdingry and techoical
high schools whoe wish to sasl just as Don Lasie
Piedra Buena weed ta.

Bahia de las Nutrias

The locatiod of thiz harbar used by Don Lois
Pigdra Busna has abeavs bean a mddie It
appears onno charts. Unfortunately, old charts
wged by Don Luis have been lost ar are kept in
gome file, But the truth is that it should coin-
eide with the pregent Caleta Lacroix or with
the Cérdoba roclks.

It iz lenown that seslars kapt thair "harvest-
ing” places a secret. This was not the case with
"factories,"1.e., the place whers thay processad
what they hunted, Thus, Don Luis mentions
Cressiey bay were hie had a store and "factory.”
But he did not "harvest” furseala there. This
took place in other eoves and rocks on the
southarn side of the island.

What follows is a possible explanstion to
this —hiz men knew what the place was, but
nobody elze would be sble to discowver it, aspe-
cially if it is true that there were millions of
small animals that were the source of Piedra
Buena's incomes, This is a hypothesis we hope
to prove throogh forther research and find-
ngs.

We are indebtad to the support offered by
the Argentine Navy; the ibraries of the Centra
Maval, Departamento de Investigaciones
Historicas de la Armada, Servicio de Hidro-
grafia; tho End of the World Museum, and
Telefinica de Argenting’s sponscrehip for the
devolopment of this research.

Luis Piedra Buena and Bealing on Isla
de log BEstados

Im erder to underatand Lais Piadra Buena's
activikies, it is interesting to read the journal
he wrote while sailing on the cutter Luisito,

After leaving the wreckers of the brig Doe-
for Hansen in Punta Arenas, Piedra Busna
gathers a crew to look for his men on the Tsla”
Hi had left them working in the production of
il from geal fat and in skin salting, In fact, he
stayed working with them up te March 3, when
they all came back because his men refused to
go on ‘harvesting birds' (penguins,
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Through thiz secount, we can understand
how inuch he knew about has Tsla' 1 think
thera is nobady else who knows the ieland so
deeply and can boast of having basn to every
covy 0 bay —either oo the dangereus side
{sputhern)oron the penerally acknowledged az
gafe (northern]. The truth 18 that the island
was the geures af his imeomes and it could be
pamparied to an induatrial establishment.

In the first part, we zan already spe how tha
human side was always present gt his cost and,
tn soeme extent, alao to his ereditors’. This is
why he lost hie store in Punts Arenas

3 Jonuary 1875 Todoy, at I p.m., e sef
gail with moderate SW breezs fo look for my
gretw, with & men., Two goys and theee Franeh-
men, weeless the botier ns sailors, the (e griys
dnew how fo man the vessel, bul the French
were complete lnndmen and knewr nothing hut
being seasich, cating, and sléeping. Hoving
spent 5o mich on tew suplies, advances,
hailfs, becouse of that men, T was deeply hurt
and this service for mankind is highly expen-
sive for me, having hod to ebandon all my
fasks, taking breod qway from my ohildren
and wife end noé befng able to flfidl my
odiligations fomy credibors, all this for the soke
of (Fod.

£ We refitted weith wealer and freaood, N
breeze proctically calm. In the afternoon, wind
blew from Wand we put to sea toanchor on Teln
Isabel.

5 At § a. m., we set sall with W breeze and
of 10 3W wind blew so strongly that we had fo
drift under bare poles ond anchor at San Gre-
gorio af 18, At B30 a Pacific steamer satled
past,

G We departed wikh W cool breeze ond cost
gnehor af the Espora's anchorage.

T We satled off with moderote SW breeze
and we were oppostie Cobo Esplrity Santo af §
b, WEW moderate brecze:

5 We cost anchor on the oitfer side of Bahia
Son Sebastidn, with SW breeze, af 6 a.m,, and
ol 10 we sed safl with mod. WEW breezé and fair
wenther,

F AL 6, we headed ESE off Cabo Penas and
we trore 15 miles WINW off Piedras Grandes
point at 8 p.m. At 10, the point woes SW by 8§
(80 _ 8, g0 [ brought round sinee the barom-
efer wiag vary low and, in the end, wind did not
blow, On the 10 Ar 1 a.m,, I sailed on with
maoderate W hreess and ot 10 that same day we
ware gppesite Bahia Falaa, but the sea was so
rough thet T could not sail in and, besides,
weatherappeared tobevary bad. Barometer ot
T3: at 6 p.m, moderate breeze and turned farr,
We headed NE to Isle del Estado, the sun sef

X

forecasting foir tweather ond the Baromeder
did nof rise, 2o i arfoved o pleasanf epentng

Isia de los Estados

I0% 71 was el in the morning up fo 140,
when malerais BW bresge started fo blow and
@l 12 mo 3t furned S Blowong a gale. There were
fuo barks and foo frigates in sight aong all with
resfed: topaatls, I pul in Port Hoprer and we
made sere fo find a good placs. Weother wias
gtill rough.

I11* We laft Fort Hopner with S breese and af
2 p.m. e castanchorof Crossley Boy. Tdisenm-
barked immediataly o ook for my péople, We
madea fire oppesife the foctory, but they did not
RS,

2% A6 ame e et off for () Bay and ot 12
wie casd anchor. We took on woter and firewsod.
At Bp.m.; we set gail for Bahia de los Nutrios
and cast anchorat 3.45. (This may ba Franklin
Bay, given de six hours' sailing. This bay i
highly exposed to southwestern winds, but it
has hupe beavhes, & deep rivar, and several
coves argund.

13* We disembarked, found the boat wnd
saried (o fix and paing &, we alyo mode cars
becayse the ones she wsed to hove hod beun
token. SW freshening wind, faoir weather. Ba-
roEReter 75,610,

4% At down, i was foir and 6 became
cloudy af ten. We made three oars and broughd
the boat aboard. A 8 strong breeze started fo
blow with o lof of rain. Baromeder 745 af 4 pomi.

15% Today af §a.m., we set sail for Crossley
Bay, with mod. breege, bud af 8in the morning
SW wind started fo blow so strongly that T had
fo run fo port. Barometer 74,50 and rainy,

The 0il Faclory

16™ SW fresh breesa, we set soil af § a.m.
iith mod, NW breezé and rainy weatker, The
clerrent was favorable so, by 4 inthe afternoon,
I had castanchor at the fociory [the same time
it took us with a 14-metar sailbost from Fran-
klin to Croasley; around 12 miles considaring
choppiness and the carrent, apart from the
edges]. The people were ot TE Cove [it may be
Baiud, in Flinders Bay], eversbody sound,
Johnhad traveled by land, there had been only
one gceident, One from Fhe bon! erew had
fallen down the neighboring hill of over ong
thousand feet high and had hurt himself, this
wretch deoas nof know kow wes that he fell. He
was wnconseious Lt the following doy, when
he was found

Mr. John handed over to me several notes of
another ship thal had set on fire on this Isla,
English bark W.8. Johnzon, 24 Ovtober 1874,
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They azhed the one who found them fo make
them be published oz soon os possible, they
were going to eross the Strail for San Vicente
cope hopingtefind some alip thot picked them
up. They were 13 peapls, two of them ladies.
They haove been twro miles from we and neithey
have we had news of them nor did they see us.
They hove Etlle hope of suriiving becawse,
according to the lefters, the orossing i fo be
attempled on an epen boal and then they will
Pt Bhemsetves af risk bovause of the Fregian
indinns,

17 Raxny bad wedthor, We were promong all
the woad Fo fix Bhe whaler,

I8% Mod, NW brasze. We fized the whaler
end e look the rudder froam thie cutter Luisito
to-add heal to it, but weather eame in and we
could no langer work,

I We beached the Lutstto to add heal to i
bt weather come in and we eould no longer
work.

20F* We tarred one side and Fhe bottom, The
pecple from the boad that wos af Tl Cove
aFriied,

21 We fineshed our work hecauss bhe laiinch
Jell on the apposite side and, miraculously, i
did nedeatch sixor sight of us warking below the
battom fizing the keel wha, of that momerd,
wera leaving for lunch. We put to see and we
cetst anchor in SW Bay (Bouthwest Bay) at Tin
the afternoon (it may be that they set sail at 2
or 3 p.m. te arrive at the other bay at 7 p.m.,
regular timing from Crossley bay to Franklin
bay), NW weather with very strong binsts. Ba-
rometer af 12 7350,

Bealing. January to March

22 Sl anchored af SW Bay, ralny day, E
fresh brecze, A seal was kunied En ke morning
In the offernoon, weather furned ever mord
TEELTEY P iAersE,

B3 Waln? and cast anchoraf Back Horbour
af & pam., SWfreak bresze,

24 Anchored at Back Horbour [situated in
the south, behind San Juan de Salvamento]
ivaiting for the right moment ¢o leave for the
Fookery, Af 11 in the morning, the barometer
showed 74°, rany, & wind foree 5. Al 3 i the
afternoomn, we left or fwo hoats, o lorge one and
o smallone; the large one docked and the small
I was aboord of did not sirce the seo0 was éoo
choppy, the large one broughié 4 furseals, the
rookery hod already bren exploited by someone
else, Waler was covered wilh sealions.

25" N strong breeze and very rainy, we could
do nothong at all. Only 6 skins toore siowed, fwo
sen fiows aond four furseals,

26™ Today the barometer rose o 76" 10, the
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day was batter, 74 furseal shing and the fal were
braought, all of them were gowed

27 Today it brake rainy, NW fresh breeze,
Barometer 757 35 Al 3, i staried to Mlow rather
strongly from the Neorth. Ten furscals and o
male sea [fon were shinned, The whaeler loft for
the rookery at 7.1I5 and cameé bach af 12 with 5
furseals, We immedigiely put bo 2ea and cast
pnckol af Jilio Bay at 8 in theevening. It gove
as sheller for the night, It offers shelter from all
thia winds excepl E, which rarely blows; anter-
g Ls easy.

28" Today the boat fetehed the salted shins
Thay brought 17 sea llons two furseals, We lejt
Jilia Boy for Paerto Maria Lo Negrawith eqlm;
e feerd Bo bodd, Al B in the ptening, e cost
Enehar,

20 We anchored the Luisilo properdy parly
i the morning and then we gal off to hill. Thay
brought 74 sen [ion sking. We shinned fodaoy.

2 Raoiny, Bome skins were flinchados {sic.),
1 was assembling casks for the fof.

21 They ieni bo the rookery and brought 75
roa lop skins.

Febriuary, 1V, Teday they brogght B skins,
Fair weather,

4 We st off te hill and brought 50 skins, NW
Jrogh Breeze bright weatlier,

34 We laft on the bods witk Southarn wind,
raugh gea, tosee i thers was anollier anghoring
ploee o work the sutside rookerios. We found &
small [paquenal bay that I named o, Then we
killed 4 pealions.

&% The day broke ratny, with SE fronhening
wind. § sent the boats to a rookery af Pugrio
Muarta o Negra, They brought & skins, (Thera
was botchering. |

5™ Southerly freshentng wind, we sef sad
erd cast anchor aof Bohio Pequenia fo be closer
fo the ropkery.

6 Sowthern freshe ndng wing during the first
poart, and € turned Northern in the affornoon,
Rough sen.

T NW fresl breese, We sat offon the boals (o
the rookery situated 3 miles quay from the
Lutsito to fuke the skins,

&% We took the skins fo land fo fake the fai
out, Because of the Sowtkerly sfrong breezs, we
corld mof bring more then the ones we had
faken the foé out, we hod fo lenve the rest. A dry
beans sack was apened foday,

 Southerly fresh breeze. In the afternoan,
an American schooner enfered {he Bay where
we were, but she immediafely sarled ouf again.
The seq always rowgh and we conld not foke the
shins.

Mg we can ses, this work is rather hard to be
performed with boats and & small cutier as a
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carge vessal, IT we caleulate correctly, taking
cut the wages ho had to pay, the profits he
pbtained wera nothigh after a campaign ofthis
gort. The cutcome for ‘factories’ or large ghips
that were furnished with whalors was quits
different. The American schooner is o good
example of how sttractive the plice was dus te
its natural dehnoss —seal hunting. This nato-
ral resoures was considered to be inexhaustible
—tha same that happenad with oil.

108 T hayve been fising up my boat. 5 freshen-
ing rilhd.

11% We left Balua Pegueia for Puerto Marfo
In Negra, ox the barometer wos se fon, the
whole day of 72" 40, NW wind, Bright.

I3 We set sodd with NW wind and roiny
weather. The barometer sfoyed af 72% 50 wntd
10 a.m., whan it sfarted fo rise up fo 73" and the
weather chonged, A fresh Sowtherly bragzo start-
e to blow ond the afmpsphers turned fair, 5o
Ehe gea was very Forgh o we hod te sarl boock
£ the previous horbor,

13% The borometer ts stecdy af 74°, Clowdy
weather, SW fresh breeze, these conditions last-
ed overnight np fo 4 on the 14™

At thia atage, the transport of skins and fat
from the "harvesting” place fo the factory n
Crossley Bay begins. Usaslly, the boat was
snchored at night st some cove given the cloge-
neaz of fand and the lack of wisthihiy.

14 We saf off for the foctory with EN fresh
bresge at T in the morning. Af 8, it was colm
cend o wind blew up to fieelve when o come
from the N,

15" We arrived of the focfory of 7 in the
morndng. NW wind, foir weather, Barometer
et T

16 Wa unshipped 275 sea lion skins and 10
Barrels with fut, Fair weathar.

17 I unionded 31 furseol skins. In the after-
noon, e fintshed wich the hallost and set sail
with very listle NW wind.

18 NNW strong breeze, I conld not ap-
pereh fanc till the evening, when we casi
anchar at Bahia Julio ot 12.30.

15 We entered Puerto Marda la Negru, peo-
ple there had B0 skins more.

200 I starfed fo load fol and skins for £he
factary,

217 I took 150 skind and o lot of fal aboard
Southerly strong breeze and very rainy.

22 Al coeather. We took water aboard,

25 We put fo sea with fresh NW breeze af 7
in the morning ond cosé anchor of SW Bay
besause wind was practically calm.

4% We loft rowing ai 9 in the morning, we
stood off-and-on up fo 1 in the afterncon when
tide changed and we conld sarl past the poind,

i

SWreshening wind started toblow and we hod
to east ancher in the same horbar,

257 BW strong breeze and sea running high.
We cauld not sof off.

28" Wfresh breeze during the first part cnd
NW freshening wind tn the afternoon. We sat
sail @t 2 pom, with windwerd flood.

I Waantered Bohin de lo Rdbrice [Facktory
Bay] with NW freah broeze,

2B We unlopded 150 shing and 8 hegs of
zealton fot.

In this account, ‘Bahia la Fibriea’ refers to
Crossley Bay. Piedra Buena uged to take the
gkins and fat thers to praduce oil. The place is
idesl for setting off to Falea cove, where he
made land to go on zailing for Punta Arenas.
This place was chogen becausait is practically
outzide the Le Maire strait, which has strong
currents and choppiness. Bot 1t 13 obvious
that Piedra Buena worked on tha southern
gide of the island. Besides, he uvsed Frankhn
bay as & key point to make land given the fact
thaet his motes: ghow that he wsed to enter
wharever rocks let him to. Large vessels are
not euitable for smiling in this area, onless
they are very manedaverable and specially
designed to beach, We can also see how sever-
al men can move it oo land.

Mareh, I We readied to set off with the
rising tide and set sail ot 4.30 p.m.

24 We entered Prerto Marta lo Negro ai
dotwn. More difficulties. Peopls with few sup-
plies, wenther getting ready for the eguinox, the
barometer at 727 55, storm and NNW very
strong breeze ang roLRy.

a7 W saf sadl with olmost calm SWivind, We
loaded 453 skins with fof and we were heading
for the faciory but wind did wot Let us. We cost
anchor af Bohta Chica to [eave one of the
whalers and do the shinning,

4" NW fresh broeze. We put to sex but Wuind
set in almost celm and we hod to cast anchor
outstde Puerto Marta la Negra,

St We set saild and eost anckor at Frankln
Hay,

&1 We anchored at the factory i the rmorning
and started to wnship.

7 I set of f early in the morning to leave the
launch in the ereek uith the ideq of enlarging
it. Az it was also birds season, half the peopla
wald work with them and the ether half
wowld work in the vessel, but they refised and
demanded a percentage per day, which was
more than the work was werth and I eonld not
make il. I had to start leading fo lepve for the
Colony of Punta Arenas to put an end fo this,
for things not fo be worse, so that the business
T cUEr,
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B W fregh brecze. We twere looding shins,

20 BE fregh broeze. I londed ahout 560 shing,
We stopped to go and see the ones thot rematned
gl TUL Covrg 04 thers was ko toom feft on the
lpunch. Aromountof fobis left af Franklin Boy
ay well, Many of the sking af Til Cove ware
alreaay spotled

Piedra Buena returned to Punts Avenas al
the request of his staff; had it been for hinself,
he wonld have gone on working on his Tala’
Sgiling beck with just 560 sealion skine and
arpund 3 barrels aftar two months working
15 mo big deal. Even when it 15 trua that he had
laft a lot of skins in different baye, we cannot
gssume thet he was amassing 8 fortune.

The Works Go On at Bahis Franklin
(February 1589

The expedition in November was followad by
another that sat off on 22 February 1899, As
part of the preparations for this new trip, we
flew over Franklin bay and Setabense cape
thras times betwean December and February,
The flighta were in charge of tha Arsbg of the
provincisl govermment and the helicopters of
the Ieebreaker Almirante Irizar, to which
we are really grateful.

The ressarch in cebinets wes starting te give
results, Sevaral contributors provided deta from
various books and publications. For instance,
paragraphs as the following caught our atten-
ticn, “But there would also ¢ome a day when
the sea played a dicky trick on Commaonder
Fisdrabuena also, This happened at Franklin
Bay (Iala de los Estados) with the schoansr
‘Espara,’ mannsd by the bold seaman, A strong

Tha ‘Cope Horn'. Luis Piedro Buena's lost ship,
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stormwashed hisship againgt the shors, where
rteame to preces on thearocks But Pisdraluiana
would not be discourped. With the remaing of
thizshailingship, he built the Tuisite,"a twelve.
ton cuttar, which saved him and the ‘Espora's’
craw, Passape from La Patagonis Argenti-
o, by Edelmiro & Correa Faleon and Luis J.
Klappenbach; Libro I, Estudio Grafico y
Documental del Territorio Nacional de
Banta Crugz (p. 78); Talleres Kraft, 1523, This
information was provided by Dians Alonso

These lines are clear by far: thay take it for
gramtad that the wreckage took place at Fran-
klin baywithoot doobi; jwhere did the authors
get the information from?

Burveying Calets Lacroix

This time, we were taken to tha place on
board of the dispatch bost AAR.A Sobral,
whose Commander was Lisutenant Command-
er Hugs Almada and his First Officer, Licoten-
ant Roberta Santo Fietro, The team was made
up by divers Gustave *Tate”™ Gowland and
Carlos Dipilate, both from Recursos Naturales
[Natursl Besources], Parallel o the works car-
riad out by the Maritimes Museum, Sheryl
Mucnie also took part to conduct 4 research on
the beaching of twenty-one pilot whales (sea
Annex 3). Doctor Adridn Schiavind, together
with Silvia Gigli and Andrea Reaye Rey, all of
them hiolegists, wentbon studying the colony of
roeckhopper panguins (see Annex 20,

O this occasion, we sekup our camp at the
bottom of the bay in a emall grove cut of the
reach of sand squalls, Anyway, this month was
exceedingly padific compared te Movember,
when the violent wind had made us spond
whaole days ghelterad in our tents.

It wasin this place whers we could aee otbers
[nutrica]. Different people saw themon several
eecasions, This fack could explain the name
Bahis de las Nutrias.

We eould elso see deer and hundreda of
goats. We were surprised af not seen neither
low branches nor shoot in the weods. A ques-
tion immediately sprung to ovr minds; what do
these dear and geats bive on? Is thers eanough
pasture for them to bive or do they live on the
shoots? The lakter being the case, in hundreds
of vears we will have an old wood with hittla
chance of renewal. But, in order to astablish
this, studies need to be carried out, which we
will do in Nevember '59, Wa estimate the deer
population in about one hundred spocimens,
and that of goats in about onas thousand, Let us
remember that hoth mammals wers introduced.
Goats arrived with Don Luis in the 189 O in
order to have fregh meat when he stayved on the
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island for months engaged in bunting ssalions
and penguins. After his wrechage, he took
saveral goats and set them free beligving that
they would ba of great help for wreckers. Rad
desr ware introduced in 1976 in an attampt to
improve the founa of the place. What should be
dene about them® They are completely adapted
and, in the case of goats, we may even say that
they are a different species from the one miro-
duced, Move them? Where and what for? A
dilemma that many would rather ererlook.
The more radical ones are for petting rid of
them and thus give the island the pessibility to
recover with the passing of tme.

This time, our aim was to go over all the
places located such as the shelter-store, the
wreckage, the beach and, if possible, we want-
ed to dive in the bay to see what we could find.
The shelter-store turnid out to be interesting
since in that place we found many things scat-
tered, There is a sinall grove that fell of this
*store;” in the future, an archaselogical excava-
tion should be conductad as balpw these trees
oine can see gine sheets, lead, pipes, wares, and
other alements.

To our surprise, we found a second roll of
chains, just some 10 meters from the place we
had found the other one. The ser had uneov-
ered it and we could verify that these chains
were iphtly fixed to the stones, exactly as Don
Luis wrote in his journal

ok Fronkdi. Golsto boersic ac Rahi dé bxs PhAcne.
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Coletn Locroix

From this place, the divers set ofl with their
dry suits to inspect the cove thuroughly from the
breaking water up to the imaginary line thet
separates it friom the bay, Although on the
surface one could see the almost black water
coming from the peat bog, about 20 centimeters
down the water it was completely clenr; grven
the different palinity levels, they teke long o
mix. Seven or benmeters down and with a sandy
bottom, divers found pothing. We mbended to
find the grapnel, but it is highly probable that it
i5 covered with sand. The same as the ackion of
the sea uncevered the second roll of chaina, it
also covernd with sand practically the whole
keal and the ribe of the wreckage. It is highly
probable that the s2a las also eovered the grap-
nel; if it was not recovered by some other vessal
that made land in this harbor,

Carlos Dipilate found & hawsas from the ship
while walking up river towing the rubber boat.
We could confirm that the eresion of the hawee
was lilke the passing of the chain that we had
found, The lead sheet applied to the howse
drew our attention. This procedura was weed to
make the wood last Iongar,

Timber and Other Remains

The warks went on with the collecting of
wood samples —smanll cuts to ribe, keel, starn-
post, and sheathing. Thess samples wers tak-
en for analysis to try to determina the sort of
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wood and its distribution area. Samples of
fastening were also taken for analysis in the
USA to check if they correspond with materials
wsed in the middle of the B00s.

Omne of the things that canght our attention
was thet the ribwe were saawing was compd ete-
b dry at the canter and that it was very hard.
O seéen the rings and the vein we auspected of
6 slow-growing tree, such us the cak. In the
Bi(s, 1t was mswal to use this wood for vessels
that had to face hardships. Luckily, we were
tlosa to realiby.

Theresult was succassful by feraince the wood
analyeis conducked by Boctor Marta Castro from
the Condeet in Buenas Aires revealed that this
ghip was built with woeds from the Morthern
Hemispheare, possibly at some shipyard or pertm
the Morth Sea or the Bay of Biscay, Most whaling
and asaling ships used to come from this area at
that time, Hard woods, axpensive then, were
used in buiiding the ship. These were employed
for vessels that had to endure & very havd treat-
ment {such as in wars or whaling); this was not
the cags with cargo ships andlor clippars for
which softar woods such a5 pme were used.

The presence of wood from North Americe
may ba pointing ot the fact that the ship was
vepairad; which is highly probable given that
the brigantine Naneywas bought seeond-hand
by Captain "Smiley” on the sastern coast of the
UEsA

Lat us see the other pessibility —all wood
comes from North America, given that the
whits pak 15 similar to its European counter-
part and the Californian eypreas similar to the
Mediterranean’s, The distinguishing wood iz
the red oak which is enly American. Therafore,
we arein front of a ship completaly built on the
coast of the TTnited States, as several hiztori-
ans aesert, I this were the cags, we should not
doubt that all evidence leads us to the Espora

The anly point for reflaetion is the use of
eypress for one of the ribs. Is it a repair or a
remforeme? This nibisjeined to another which is
of white oak. Is it a supplement to reach the
mieasore! Together, they wiald be wider than
one foot as the others; but this remaing onkorem.,
We took the samples becansa it called our ptten-
tion that they were joined; and we conld notics
that there ware two differant kinds of wood,

Despite the fact that we will never find a
pingresding Espora, it is obvious that the data
obtained agree with Don Luis Piedra Buena's
descriptions and with the elements used at
that time.

Another coneordant detail is the manufae-
turing of the chain with link studs which clearly
peints to an English or American malkes. The
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bottles found provide enough clues ps to mEsime
that they were made in the middle ol e 8003,
both because of the weldingz at the top and the
bottom and because of their shape, As regards
this aspect, we analyze the way they were made
a5 their exact manufacturing date cannot be
detarminad; but we can set the epoch.
Encouraged by these resulls, we deaded to
inspect other places that Don Luis Piedra Bue-
na used to visit before enlisting in the Argen-
ting Mavy. These sites are Puerto Roca, Bahia
Crossley, Puerto Cool, and Vancouver

Return

ARA Sobral dispatch boat arrived half a
day before expactad to fetch us as a storm was
possibly approaching. Then, on the 25 at 3,15
pom,, we heard the Sobral’s whistle. With a
light drizzle m a gray day, westartsd disman-
tling the camp and, with the help of several
men from the ship, incleding Omar Mandelini,
General Coordinatar of the Monstry of Edacn-
tion of the Provineial Government, we tiok all
the stuff down to breaking water,

(H sourse, whan we atarted to board, wind
was already blowing over 30 knots and the
pyramidal short-gea had a good shaking in
gtore for us. We made the fivat trip on our boat
but, as it was somewhat small, it was nat
sdvizable to repeat the operation unleas ibwas
absolutaly essential.

Cne of the boats left one blade of the propel-
ler stuclk 10 the hard cak rib of the wreckape,
Thiz made the other boat help to replace the
propeller, Obviouwsly, Don Luis wanted us to
suffer o little nt. The speration went on up to
practically 8 p.m., whon all the material and
the paople hoarded. At this pomnt of the day, we
were amid & small storm snd nobody could
estimate how long it would last or if it was
going to get woree. It iz worth mentioning the
performance of the whole team and, especially,
of Lisutenant Rivolts, whom we mads work g
Iot —he carried tents, diving squipment, and
even boards of the wreckage; besides, hewagin
charge of the operation with the boats, With
such a high sea, and given the atrong wind, it
wils necassaTy to male thres tripa on two boats
from the ship, apart from oors, while we had
disemharked with only two beats in one trip

Evervthing being already on board, the Come-
mander decided (o set off The "sheking” (the
vearing areund and the plomging, all in a disor-
dared way)went on up to 10 p.m, when, already
away from the choppines nedr the island, the
wind digd down all of 4 sudden and a ealm Le
Maire let us anchor at Buen Suceso near mid-
night. Incredibly enough, everything had diss-
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patedl. Silvis Bocchicehin, with La Nagidn, was
exceedingly axcited taking down notes about
gverything and enjoying the great experience he
had had the epportanity to take part in.

Bahia Crussley, Pusrto Eoca, and
Puerto Cook (Vancouver, in fact)

A5 wa hed planned, on 16 April, we boarded
thea dispateh boat ARA Sebral again. This tims,
the team of the Maritime Museum was made up
by Horacio Garcia and Miguel Scipione, Darie
Urruty, from El IMarto, Ushuaian newspaper,
accompanied us Lopether with the Mmister of
Education, enginesr Javier F, Alvaror y Tristan,
COm board, we mal an [talian navigator, Giovani
Leone, who had lost the mast of his ship some
weeks hefore and was now Fxing it at the Naval
Base. As he ia correspandent of Ttalian nautical
mpgazines, he wantad to take part in the expe-
dition and visit tha lighthouse of Ban Juan de
Halvameanto.

We engaged in studying the remains of the
building at Crossley and cellectsd wood sam-
ples, minc sheats, and bottles to compare them
with the ones obtained on Isla Pavdn, Sants
Crug, and at the house of Gregorio Ibafiez, Luais
FPiadra Buenn's first officer (we are specially
mdebted to the researcher Eduarde Mendoza
of Comandants Lus Predra Buana for his con-
tribution), We marked the sorface that was
worth an archaeologieal study; most probably,
this was the loeation of the "lactory,”

The faatening aamples agreed with whit wa
had already found at Franklin bay. The re
maing of bottles agresd with the snes found an
lels Pavin, Puerto Boca, and "Eyroa’s hut” in
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Vancouver. This was not the case, up to the
moment, with the anesfound at Franklin bay.

At Puerto Hoca, where Luoie Piedra Busng
left his men to slaaghter a colony of King
PENZUINE, We set up 4 camp m 8 wood near the
beach. We walleed about the place and found
two mouths of a plentiful river that prevented
us fron going to tho woods. At both mounthe, we
found the remains of a provarious settlemant
The one to the easl, a shelter built with polas
Tacing the gea, In the other, we found remains
of bottles (similar to thoss of Crossiey and Isla
Pavdn) and stumps that indicated the cutting

Reen Bnlim ulml-ur %] I'm:.-ﬁnmdm I!Ju
Poreden. O of the bwve sheliers fournd.

Eﬂ"-h Emﬂ]mﬁumns of o m:-mﬂn.r:hnn Batles were atso bound hare [Horocio Garcia ond Miguel Sepiana, from
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of trees: their rotten state mode us assume that
they were ovar one hundrad years ald

W also leented the placa whare the pengums
colony could hawve been. Next time we will try to
datermine the possihle site of the factory and the
main sheltay with a thorough inspection, al-
though it is mown that when slaughtering was
ovny, pll constructons wers remaved, sspecially
if good meatal shests and timber had been uaed.
Being at Pusrts Cook, we erogsed to Vancoover
bay whare we had found the famous "Eyrea”™ hut
in & wood m April 38, We crossed the isthmus
Lanis Piedra Buana's men and other “sealers™
nsad to crogson thetr vessels to operats eitheron
the southarm or nerthemn side ofthe island Onee
m thie place, we collactad esmples to compare
them with the ones gathered at the different
points where we conducted studies. The last
news about visits we know come from a retired
Rear-Admiral, Gustave Padilia, who used togo
there e a Midshipman to replenish food (1942),
Don Mareos Oliva Dy (Tather) saw this hutstill
standing in 1967. Nowadays, it is reduced Lo a
group of woods and sheets scattered on the
ground and among trees that, in growing, hid
hittle by Lttle the sturnps that the old settlers
left. The two small rooms that usad to make up
the shelter and the remains of the "straw” mat-
tresses (Hed with wire) are still noticeabla. This
was & sheltar-store where they kept salt and
utensils for gealion slaughterme.

Ushuain, March 2, 1599,
Samples obtained at Franklin bay

1} Pigce of wotsd of 10 em x 8 cm from a mib.
For wood analysis
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21 Tdem of & tm x B cm fraom sternpost or stam
(it 18 not known), For wood analysis.

31 Idem of 6 em x 7 cm from keelson (3£ 15
supposed), For wood anslysis.

Samples obtained from scattered
remains on the beach and the wood

11 Piece of plank from tha sheathing or skin
{thisis an assumption to be proved by the wood
analysic) to study the “fastening.” We intend to
determine when was it built and what methoed
was used, The idea is that this wood is studied
at shipyards in Buenos Aires and at museums
of the sastern coast of the IL5A especially
those that have already cooperated with the
Maritime Museom in the study of the Lutsifo.

21 Piece of rib with an iren peg.

31 Fiece of corrugeted sheet of 30 x 20 cm to
campars it with shests found m Vancowver and
Punia Arenas. Found in the wood; it does not
belong to the wreckage,

41 Pieca of zinc or lead sheet of 20 om x 20 cm
found in the wood, To determing if it belongs to
the sheathing or to the facho.

5140 em of rope, Tt wias found in the wood. To
try to dotermine if it is of nautical use.

6) 30 cm of one-inch eurved pipe. It was
found 1o e wood

Thess samples have been obtained for anal-
yais and they are not of interest for exhibition
Al MUEEUIE,

it is worth remembering that, if thas 15 the
Espora, 8 30-meter long ship, these sam ples of
a fow centimeters represant less than a blecd
tost.
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Puerie Cook, Bahia Yencowver. Corlos Dipilote ond the rests of “Erroa’s Hul® ol the ploce describad by Reberto 1.
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Poat of the Argenting Movy of Buen Sucesa,

Nautical Archaeology:
An Anatomical Study of Wood Samples

Brigantine ‘Esporn’- An Anatomical Study (by Castro, Mario Agueda' and Vaire, Corlas P 7|

Taking mnto account the historical chronalo- for epars that want leng, etraight, and smeotl
gy of the brigantine Espora, her backgroond, headrails.
and the current idea of recevering and ravala- The prezent stody, added to the rich data
ng her remains, nowadays kept at the Man- avallable about thiz inding, mtends to contrib-
time Mugéum of Ushuasa {Tierra del Fuegs, ute with interesting data leading to verify tha
Argenting), ananatomical eady focusged on the hypothesis “are thesa really the remains of the
identification of the botanical spemes vsad sehooner Espora?”

building the ghip was propesed, This research It 1% worth poinbing out that, whenever tim-
enabled the tracing of her background and the bar iz studisd, observations ha.w Lo be carried
determination of the ship'a arigin. putin A progressive fashion from the macro to

Not any sort of timber iz suitable for ghip- the micreacopic levels, i 8., with the naked sye
bidlding. Oak, tesk, pine, walnut, lareh, chagt- firat and then with magnifying glase or gtere-
nut, beeth, cedar, and fir are among the most omicrascape, with Hght microgcope (LM and
used, Oak is one of the stronpgest and most finally, ifneed be, with ecanning and transimis-
lasting, and it is specially it for building the gion electron microscopes. With steresmicre
keel, the stam, the sternpost, the keelson, the seopa, anly surfaces are ohserved. This makas
frame and, iIn general, every part that makes the tridimensional view of samples possible,
up the skeleton for the frames of the ship. but restricbed ns regards the resolving pawear
Chestnut isvery durable and usuallyemployed (up to-d mm approcmataly]. Therafore, for the
i frames and beams. Elm wood is hard, flexi- obsarvationof ultrastroctural details, the scan-
bla, and it endures the nathing of bolts and it is ming electron microscops (SEM) offering high
vary used, for instance, in keels. Teak is highly lovels as rogards depth of field, magnification,
valoable =it is used for [rames, keels, and and resolving power (80 A), makes it possibla to
decks. Epgtern eodar is long lasting —luxuri- ablain high contrast indimensionnl images,
ous ships are usaally planked with this mate- Lastly, the light microscope is used to see
rial. Firg and beeches are used for spars and small structures whose dimensions are inferi-
latesn yards, Coniferas in general are suitakls orto the human eve’s resolving power limit, Let.

ok Buanos Ajros nes. dkrganfino.
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a8 ramamber thet a good microscope has a
regolving pewer of aboot 0.2 mum.

Aftar this brief introducticn, it iz worth
mentioning that, woeed semplas from the differ-
ent parts of the ship were processed st the
Laboraterio de Anatomis Vagetal [Flenkt Anat-
omy Laboratory], Facalted de Cieneias Exact-
ae v Naturales (Dniversidail de Buenas Aires),
areording to the conventional histologieal tach.
niques (D' Ambrogio de Argiiess, 1936}

Beaidea, oheervations with staraomicroscape,
light mirrozscope {LM], and seanning elsctran
microscops (S EMwere conducted. In all casea,
thy main anatomical features with diagnostic
value wsed to identify the pieces were photo-
graphead.

Fioces or blecks of timber appropriately ori-
entad were obsarved with stersomicroscope.
iven the pood presarvation state of the mate-
rial for the obsarvation of microscogne fantures,
cubes of 1.5 em per side wore obtained, previ-
ously oriented and then boiled in water for 1.2
minutes, Histological eross sections, radial lon-
prtudinal sections, and tangential longitudinal
sections were cut with sliding microtome,

For observation with the LM Zeiss, 10 mm.
thick slices were dipped into sedium hypochlo-
rite, washed several times in water, colored
with safranine solution diluted at 1% and last-
Iy mounted on gelatin-glycerin.

In order to study them with SEM Philips
W16, 10 mm-thick slices were dehydrated in an

¥

algohol ascendant series and contad with pold-
palladiom for their study,

The following samples wers anglyzed —
Bample El: starnpost point or amall stem;
Sample E2: plank owter skin with fastening,
dample E3; large frame; Sampla E4; keelsan,
sternpast {or stem?); Sample ES: small plank,
Sample Ef: frame.

1t is worth pointing out that all the men-
toned samples are kept snd registered at the
Martime Musesum of Ushuaia (Tierra del Fo-
ego, Argenting} and make wp the collection of
the Espora's remains

Anatomical Stody

The wood anatomical sbhudy made 1t possibie
to verify the pregence of the following anakom-
ical features with ralevant diagnostic valus for
theidentification ofwood aamples. Theae growpa
of samples have bean determined for the ana-
tomical description.

Group 1 (PLLA-C;PLII: A-D; PLIIL A-C; PL
Vo A-G; PL VI A-F; PL VII: A-F¥ Thag groupis
made up of samples E1, B2, E3, and ES, which
eorrespond by sternpost peint or small stem,
plank outer gkin with fastening, large frame,
and gmall plank, respectively.

Wend anatomical desoription: Hing porosi-
tv. Earlywood pores numeroos, arranged in
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geveral Tows (2-4). Latewood pores very short
in diameter and disgonslly arranged. Rays
present in 2 different sizes: wide and narrow.
Apotrachesal sxial parenchyma diffuse and
paratracheal smial parenchymain one-vell thick
tangentialrows, Crystal axial parenchymavery
frequent and in radial longitudinal sections
arranged in vertical rows. Baslywood veaseles
fromm 300 to 600 mm in diametar. Simpla parfo-
ration plate end alternate bordered intervazsel
pits. Vessel-ray pits rather large, elliptical,
and vertically elongated, Abundant tyloses.
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Libriform fibres with very conspicuoosly thick-
ened walls mainly present in lalewood andfor
betwesn nartow vessel areas. (elatinous fi-
bres pregent. Vasicentric tracheids pressnt.

Group IT{FL IV: A-C; PI, VIL A-B): Made up
of sample E4 corresponding to kealson, stern-
post {or gtem?)

Wood anatemical desoription: Hing poresi-
ty, latewood pores less abundant and with
dendritic arrangement pattarn. Rays unigeri-
ate lower than in Gromp L Thinner-walled
fibrest, Small vessel-ray pits, variabie in sligpe,
from window-like to vertically elliptie, from
horizental to obbquely slongated. Vasicentric
tracheids and eryetalliferows cells precent. The
rest of the features ngrees with those men-
tioned for Geeup 1.

Group ITT{Pl. D A-E; PL X A-F): sample EG
or frame

Wand anatemical deseription: Distinct nings
Resingus canals wanting: Large bordered pits
arranged on the radial walls of tracheids and
fibre-tracheidain s saries and vary scatbered at
ppposite ends in twos. fodal parenchyma in
sparae tangential bands present. Rays uniser-
iate. Urogs fields with 1-4 eupreasoid pits. Ea-
dial tracheids abaant

Az regerds the anatomical features de-
seribed, samples included in Groups 1 and 11
agree with Quercis L [Fogecine), whose ver-
marular name 18 ol The Quercus ganus {old
Latin name for oaks) encompasses sboot 200
gpecies native to the Northern Hemisphers
The species that may be related with the men-
tioned proups are the ones known under the
vitlpar names white pak and American red oak,
respectively, The following species might be
akin to Group I (samples E1, E2, E3, E5): €
mirthgckii Durienx (ohene zeen) distributed in
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Enrope; o €. afbg L {(white oak) and §
meichanzii Nutl (swamp cheatnut sak or hashet
pak), both within the group known ag Armari-
pan whnte aalks distributed in Morth America
The eeid oak spactea are deciduoas trees. Sam-
plz E6 that belongs to Group III is akin to
Taxodineese snd to Cupressacea, closaly relat-
#d as repards their anatomies]l featores. These
could be representad by species known under
thewilgar name cypress. The genos Toxodiim
Rich (Tozodiceese} and sapacially the species
T muyeronatum Tenore (Meaxican cypress), ax-
tramely longevons —in its native country thers
gre specimens with trunks of about 1.2 m in
diameter—, includes very large trees distrob-
uted on the mountaing of Meaxico at levels
ranging from 1,400 to 2,300 m. On the other
hand, for the ganus Cupressis L (CEprosseeg.
ae) the following species muat be specially
mantionesd: O macrocarpn Hartw, Er Gord.
(Monterrey cypress) distributed in North Amer-
ica encompassing Mon terrey, California(TEAL

1l

pnd © spmpercirena I, (Mediterranean ey-
preaa | with very large spacimens distributed in
Greece, Amia Minor, Iran, Ireg, Syma, and in

the west of tha Mediterranean, where it has
become naturalmed

Conclugion

The present study comes te the eonclusion
that sternpost pomt or emall sbemm (1), plank
vuter skan with fagtening (B2), larges frame (B3,
and small plank (B} are made of white oak As
for frama (E6), 1t i8 mads of cypress. The wood
anatomical study does not lead to distingnish if
thoy are Amarican or European speciss.

The keelson, stempost (or stem?} (B4} has
heen made of American rad oak: & rubro
Duroi, Therefore, samples were 1dentifisd as
wood belonging to speries whose distribution
encompasses Morth Amertea, Burope, and'or
the Meditarranean bagin.

This results in two posaible hypothesis.

L. The bripantine Espora might have bean
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built in shipyards of tha Eastemn coast of the
Unitad States using planks from Narth Amer-
iep: American white: cak (E1, E2 E3, EB)
Amerigan red ook (E4), and Mesacan evpress or
Montarray eyprass (EG)

IL. The ahip might have been built in Europe,
espectally in northern ghipyards (England, the
Metharlands, France) with Europasn whits sak
(E1, B2, E3, E5): Amarican red cak [E4), and

|
i
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Medsterranean cyprass (EG). Within this hy-
pethesiz, the presence in B4 of American red
oak, €. rubrir, an American wood, as part of the
keelson, aternpoat {or stem?), eould be explamed
ag the result of a partial fiwing of the ship carried
putinthe ares of Morth America or the Caribbe-
an gfter a long voyage. An slternative to this
hypothesis results from sampls E6 as Menter-
rey or Mexmcan cypresa; given this cagse, the
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pricante of Ameritan cyprass woold alsa be
ralated to possihle repanrs.

Arcording to Armolde Canchni (19831, H. B
Racto pEkempts to reconstroct the measures of
the ship Nanoy, which he ¢omsiders to be 40
meters long, 5odlkm wide, 245-m depth, 140
draft, and writh 220 tons displacemant, He goes
o, "shie mugt have had the fine lines typizal of
ihe stafing ships at that tme, lodgings for the
eaptain and the orew bolow deck, all of these
smelling of gaakion and peogain falk rather than
of tar. She might have been built in New York
and Piedra Buena may have laken part in
bailding her togetherwith her American ownar,
W I Smilsy (trade agentl.” L&t us remember
that ik was nob untl 1863 that this ship, owned
by Piedra Buena, was renamed Espora,

This higterical evidence, added to the fact
that in the 19 C American ghipyards osed
planks coming from iks cak groves, woald sup-
port the first hypothesis,

To sum up, the present anatomical study
made the identification of wood possible and
contributed with data that lead to the recon-
struction of the nautical background of the ghip
through the interpretation of the possible mar-
itime hinks with ports in the Caribbean and
Morth America,

At present, resesrch s being conducted in
mussums of the United States in erder to
cbtain relevant hasterical data that back up
cogently the hypothesis confirmed by the

Prasent w
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Plates

Pl. I: A-C, Sampla E1: starnpoest point or
amall stem, with SEM-micrographs: A-B in
oroas saction: A, Ting poroeity, genaral aspoel;
B, detail of Intewood with eoal parenchyma in
1-zall thack tanpential rows; (I, tangential lon-
gitudingl section: wids and narrow tays.

PLILA-D, with SEM-micrographa: A-B_ Sam.
ple E2: plank puter ghin with fastening in cross
section’ peneral aspect and debail, respactively;
G-I, Sample ES: gmall plank m eryss section:
general aspect and detail, respectivaly

PL 10 A-C, Sample EZ; large framo, with
SEM-micrograps incross section: A, genarnl
pspect; B-C, detals of early- and latewood,
respactively

Fi. IV: A-C, Sample E4: keelson, sternpost
vor stemn ), with SEM-micrographs: A-Bin cross
section; O, in tanigential longitudinal section

Fl. ¥V; AG, Sample El: sternpost point or
amall stem, with LM-micrographs: 4-Bincross
section; A, ring porosity, genaral aspect; B,
earlywood detail; O, D, latewood detail: E,
tyloses in earlywood, detail; F, in tangential
longitadinal section; G, in radial longitadinal
SOCtIo.

PL Y1. A-F, Sample EZ: plank outer skin
with fastening, with LM-micrographs: A-C in
cross sectipn; A, ring poresity general aspech,
B, eartywood detail; C, latewood detail; D, wide
and narrow rave in tangential longitudinal
section, in F, vessel-ray pits (detaill,

Pi VIL: A-B, Sample E4: keelson, sternpost
tor stem?}, with LM-micrographs; &, in cross

Abish
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eadkion: ring porogity, fiberswith thinnarwalls;
B, i radial longitudinal section: vessel-ray
pris (detail}

PL ¥VII! A-F, Sampla E5: emall planl, with
LM-micrographs: A-B, in cross section 4, gen-
aral aspect; B, latewood detsil; C-F in radial
longitudinal seetion® , crystils in axial paren-
chyma; D, vessel-ray pits (detail); E, rays de
tail; F, wide and narrow rays in tangential
longitudinal secton.

Pl IX: A-E, Sample Ef: frame, with LM-
micragraphs: A-B, distinct rings and axial pa-
tenchyma n tangential rows, in eross section:
genaral aspect and detail, respectively; C, in
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tangential longitudinal section: most rays unis-
eriate; D-E, in radipl longitudins] section: bor-
dered pits seattered in a series and apresssid
crosg felds,

PL. X: A-F, Sample BE6: frama, with SEM-
micropraphs; A-B, in cross section; O, in tan-
gentisl Innpitudinal saction; D, bordered pite
goattered m m series; B, warty layer in trache-
ids; F, cupressoid eroes fields,




Natives

Yemonos on boord of the Frigaie "8 RLA, Sormicnas’ |1800],

Although the presont work deals with the
wreckages that started to talks placs when
Europeans discoverad tha region, let us bare
in mind that this aren was already inhabitad
by navigators —of course, they ware far more
primitive. Generally speaking, we con say
that thay practically lived tn the “Stone Ape,”
gccording to the way ages are congidersd in
Egrope, But thess netives interacied both
with wrechers and with navigators, Some of
their canees even raplased logt sloops or boats
from whaley flaete as in the case of Captain
James Weddell We will be dealing with some
agpects that will appreach s to them and to
the region. "Indiana,” rescue stations, and
bghthouses were viewed ag resources to cope

with wreckages,

Trying to Make the Area Safer

Eeveral measures were teken in order to
provide the area with more safety. As we have
saan, althongh notin a pood location, the Light-
houge at the End of the World on Isla de les
Ketados {Sfaten Land) was one of them, It
quickly appeared in notices to mariners and it
had great repercussions all ever the world.

O the first tasp of Tierra dal Puego —chartad
by Julius Popper after his 1886 expedition—, the
lighthouse appears alongwith & warning seating
thatindions tothe south of San Sebastidn hay are
not hestile. Seaman were wormed ab<ut this
1msue and Anglican miksinares (settled down
Wulnia, Ushuada, and on Mabvinag islanda) pro-
vided the indians they svangelized with 2 small
gign thateaid they wersnot "cannibals.” Many of
these natives were responsible for saving count-
lags lives, espacially in the surroundings of Cape
Horn

Tha point is that, for many vears, Europe-
ang took it for granted that "indians™ from
thesa latitudes were anthropophagie, Their
“bad name" was originated when a great Flem-
ish fleet made up of eleven vossels and 1,687
men arrrved in the Fuegian archipelage in
1624. This was the Nassan Navy, which had
hoen organized by the Dutch States-Oensral,
the East Indies Company and the President of
the Netherlands, Stadholder Maorice, prince
of Orange and count of Nassau Jacques
L'Hermits commanded the fleet that intendad
to conquer Peru to go on undermining the
Spaniards,
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On arriving in Cape Horm and overcame by
storms, the fleet finds refuge and enters a large
bay the seamen namad after Nassau. There,
Schapenham, vice-admiral of the fleet, explores
the cosat on the tender Windhond and gets
into con tnet with the Yomonas. This first meet-
mg was the eni that gaoee them o bad name for
anthropophagy because the narrationa of the
expedition deseribed them as such. Although
thia assertion could never be proved, this first
megting put an end to the lives of seventesn
geamen, We also owe to this early encounter
the firet description of the Yamanss' veszels
and their building techniques. Bacsuseof shape,
theze weare described as similar to gondolas
and, takomg this g5 a starting pont, draftsmen
pictured them showing the world images of
some anthropophagic bemgs sailing nalked in
Venetisn prodolas seross an oy region,

The Neot sthyod 4t Nassau Bay Tor only fve
days and this ewperdience provided the first
deseription of the Yamana people, their ca.
poee, and their lifestyle. These impressions
were published as part of the loghook in 1625
The expedition sailed back to Taxel on 8 July
1526, a three-year voyage camea £0 an end.

Seamen were really worred about the na-
bves issue. Reforences to it may be found m
many wribmngs, such as Daretes de Mendaoza’s
jorurnal (16 February 1866) Thisseldier workad
for Navy honerary Captain Don Luis Pisdra
Buena, on Isla Pavin, Santa Crue, For many,
thia character was an undercover agent; for
avervhady, hewas & complats enigpma since he
worked at Don Lais' stare as a sort of shopkeap-
ar-and, at the same time, he was in charge of
distritoting thefood "rations” that the Govern-
ment of Busnps Airec sent for the natives of
cacique Casimiro,

But let us censider his account: " At T that
semedoy ! woes inthe Chileen colony [Author's
noto: Punta Arenas] al Capiain Fiedro Bue-
frers. AL Ehal momend, e priest of his colony
prrived fo feleh mae fo iy lowse ns here wos an
Admiiral of sorme Slewmers and an AFErLCGn
war monitor thot wanted to talk to ma, so T
tent; and we holled eoch ather a8 soon o we
mied, the nome of the Admiral Iignore. The first
guestion he put o me was if the Tehuelche
Tndions ate people; so I answered that they did
nat et peaple; secondly, he replied that in post
times a ship had beached on their consts and
the! the captain and the crew were his cowniry-
vy el Ehaot the Tedians, instead of proteciing
them, set the ship on fire and Ehen Eilled the
capboin and the whole crewand that e hos had
news that ther the Indions ate them: Al thal
point, the Admiral wos misteking the Teku-
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elche Indians for the Yaomesgunas [Anthor's
note: Yamanas] of Tierra del Fuego; which is
true, that Yomesgunas indions ead peaple; but
the Argenting Tehueelche Indiansof the Strait of
Magellen ond Santa Crus port de noteat people
and they profect the crews of the ships lost on
their coasts;, as I can aftest; cacigue Cosimirg
hias saved crews of ships lost on s coasts on
seperod ocoasions and huas tohen card of them ab
desd as possible af the center of the Pampe ahd
then he has led them to the Chilean colony of
Sandy Point, Magaliones, where ships hove
teen provided to embark them..”

As regards the schvity of the Anglican Mis-
gicn [SAME, South America Missionary Soci-
gty based gt London and Islas Malvinas), we
can say that i was the first to provide assis-
tance bo wrackers. Anghcsns had séttled down
in the peninsule of Ushoeaia in 1870 and they
were 50 famous that for o Jong bme, even after
the setting up of the subprefectures andlor
regeus gtatione —at San Juan de Salvaments
and Uehuaia {IB84); later tha one at Buen
Eucezo that was then moved to Thetis Bay
(1891 }—, that news arcund the world credited
the Anglicans with all the rescues and all the
a1d offered by subprafectures,

Thiz situaticn gave riee to a letter sant Lo
embassies and consulbates in Buenes Adres and
the publization in differsnt coantries of 4 "MNo.
tige to Mariners” that stated where seamen
congld find help, (Expediente N° T-2802/8081,
gigned by General Don Julio Argpanting Foca,
who at that tinme was Minigter of Intarior, snd
datad 1 May 1891 Thas file waa originated in
thie elaimg of Don Mario Cornaro, Governor of
thie Territory.]

As we have seen in severel wreckages, the
“Indians" interacted with survivers. In some
situations, the wreckers claimed that the na-
tives were annoving, as it 15 shown in the
narration of the Purisima Concepeidn’s
wreckage or in Mr. Brisbane's aceount. Any-
wiy, thers were algo other cases of wrachers
that stayed for some time with natives and

‘some even stayed for good (see Duchess of

Albanyl,

iJn many other sccasions, it was these “sav-
ages” who reported wrecksges to authorities or
gerved as guides,

But let us draw cur attention to the vessels
thie Europeans foond in the region, which were
wrongly studied or misinterpreted by the stor
nal jgnerents of the sailing art who I with
their backs tarned on the sea; They considersd
the natives vessels as a primitive product of
relative vahie and not a8 the best instanee of
man's adaptation and adjustment to his envi-
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ronment to meet his needs with the elements
available, either tools or raw material

The Yamana Bark Canoe

Mubpdy knows for surs when the Tast ones
wereseen, There is one in Punta Arenas, which
dates from 1903 and came frdm Dawson island,
but it belengs to the Afakaluf (halawwulup)
groug. S4ll, itis quite similer to the Yamanag',
There is also Clara Bridges' testimony, which
menbions that some of these canpes appeared
at the bay of Harberton estancia toward the
first decade of the 20™ century. Al some point,
they comdeted with dugouts and even with
plank canoes, This advance was due to the
ntroduction of sbeel tonls by the BEuropeans.

It is not known why they used this dort of
cange and not anether, but what it &5 known is
that theirs was complately adapted to the snvi-
ronment. As regards the seaworthiness of theae
einges, Jet us think that; apart from navigating
along the Beagle Channal, they reached Cape
Horn and Isla delos Estados crossmg the fesred
La Maire Strait. We think that they ventured
that far because they wanted to see what Cheag-
rezin (the land of abundance, as they called 1)
wis nhout, hat thesevoyages werenot froquant.
Every seaman longs for seeing what is bevond
the land he sees or senses,

At Crossley bay, Dector Anne Chapman
found arehasological vemaing, but they were
o0 the surface and they are not eongenial with
the typical settlements found in the rest of
Tierra del Puege. It could be said that a group
arrived in this place by mistake taking advan-
tage of tides in a calm day, We will never know
If thiry were able to return ta their departure
place or if they died in the attempt.

. )

Group of Yamanas. Lo Remarche Seientific Missaon (oo

L

1B83)

According to dats from accounts end ethne
history, during 1989 and 1980, | tock partin a
group that reproduced one of these cances to
test 1t m the water. The tools the natives used
to sirip bark off were basically knives made of
valves or stones, and whalebenes.

Materials deed in the making of & cance
were the ones provided by the bypical Fusgian
wotdds that extend down practically to the sea,
The bark iz obtained from the evergreen beech
INothofogus beluloides), the longitudinal ribs
being of high deciduous beech and intarnal
boughs —acting as frame— of Winter's bark
[Drymis wendert], Carvel-built is the system
usid bo make this canoe whose thres lorge bark
stripes that form the hull are sewn with whale-
bones or vegetal fiber, The conoe acguaires its
shaps when the internal boughs (lengitudinal
and transversal) are placed. Af frst sight,
there iz no difference with a cancs made of &
gingle bark. One ofthe testa conductad conaist-
ed in changing materiale —we tried vemg high
dacidusus beech, but this failled ms it erachks
eneily. We changed evergreen beech ribs for
high decidueus beech ones to ses how they
broke due to lack of Nexibility, We also tried
uging thin strips of sealion skin for jeints and
saw how they stretched with water letting the
jointgopen. Dbwdously, natives had learnt about
these resnlts a long time age. (See Los Yama-
na. Nuestra dnica tradicidn maritima ao-
tédetona Beconstruceidn de una canoa de
rorteza en base a datos etno-histdrioos, by
Carlos Pedro Vaire: Zagier & Urruty Publies-
tinng,

The most difficwlt task 15 obtaining the bark
neaded for bmlding and for possible future
repairs. To strip the bark off from the tres, the
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Yomara on a bork conos {phala by Lo R.I\I:'-rnr_'ru.'|'-e expadifon, TBAZ-1883],

Yamanas waited for the sap to go aop to the
treatop i abundance. In this wey, thay could
obtain large strips, They waited for gpring and
they could perform this operation up to Fabruo-
ary, but attempts are pointiess during aulumn
and wintar, Thres ar four men halped to make
the cubs and strip the bark from a standing
tree. For this purpese, they needed a thick
straight sound tres {no mjuries on the bark or
disenses | of at laast § m high with no boughs.

The Yamana man was helpad by his family
for the rest of the teelks. Women wers mainly in
eharge of tha joints and caullcer of the vessel,
Jaulker was prepared with a mixtare of clay,
alpae; moss; tallow, and dry grass: When we
reached this stage in the butlding of cur canoe,
wi got ready with different elemeants, oven the
famoune sifastic to which any sailor resorts for
galvation, as we had doubts about Thomas
Bridges’ comments being trus. We were sur-
prised ab the efficiency of the plaster invented
by the Yamann We even used it to fix amall
openings originated in the misuse of the canoe
and in ghrandings on rocks, beaches, or sheals.

Mavigation tests were excellent. We were
surprised st the maneuverability, speed, and
burden capacity. Being of small dimensions
(340 m fong), sur camoe conld carry bwo people
that weighed over 158 kg, The size of this cance
was taken from a deseription by James Wed-
dell who, in 1823, vsed one of these canoes to
réplace his lost boat

The ¥Yamanas, short and of & small bailt,
moved on ther cenoos with their whole fami-
lies. As we can read from the different quoka-
tions by authors of that time, canoes were not
allof the same size as this depended both on the
region in which they navipated and on the
number of family members, Therefore, the
authors mention smaller conoes for nevly “wed”
or childless couples.

Although the annual avarage temperature
i3 of about §° © (without importent veris-
tions), ehildren wsed to kesp & fire at tha
genter of the canoe. The purpose of carrying
fire was other than keeping warm —they
needed fire Teady when disembarking in the
naw plaze chosen toerect a shelter or rense an
abandened one. The men of the family stayaed
at tha bow with his harpoons ready 1o case
sormne prey appedred. He seldom rowed as this
Eask was performed either by the woman or by
tha eldest daughter

The canoe was bailt by the man, but he
handed it over to the weman for her to be in
charge of it. The cage was such that, when they
had to anchor due to the type of coast, the
children carrying the fire disembarked first,
followed by the man that had to bwild the
shelter or po hunting, The woman carried the
canoe to securs waters —usually emong cachi
yuyos (Fiant kelpsl or mash— and rebwrned
SWIMIEIng,

According to accounts and a few phoko-
graphs dating from the late 1808 or earcly
16800s, they used a sail made of sealion akins
and, apparently, from what is seen in the
phokos, sacks in disuse. These rare cases must
berelated to use for trips with favarable wind,
which may be frequent depending on thecoures
tiken, Seme accounts mention that the Ya-
manas simply held skina with their arms. The
snil canoes photographed had & amall mast
with a yard (auric rigging), all this tied to the
transversal crosspiecea of the canoe er toholes
made in the gunwale for dugouta. In all these
pases, we can gee that the Yamanas laarnt
from the European.

Many seamen praized the Yamanas as good
geamen. Both Weddall and Thomaos Bridges,
who always sailed in the company of some
putstanding Yamana sailer, inoluded them in
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thair erews Although it & thought that they
wers beat wanted for their interpreting akills,
gevernl shipa also included them as sailors.
The firat regatia organived by the Argentine
Mavyin the bay of Ushuaia in 1899 contributas
with an ntaresting peca of informetion —=all
hoate had at least one Yamena hand.

Maturalist Charles Darwin regardod these
peeple as the meanest race of the human
genra, thus condsmning them to & fast ex-
pinction. Mowadays, apart from the memory
of these excallent navigaters and their ¢a-
noes, there are only two or three descandants
laftin the reservaaon of Taka, on Navarino
Istand, Chile.

Tt is worth remembering that this was oot
the only bark canoe used afl over theworld. To
name but s few, thers is the Canadian canoe
made of birch bark and caulked with cedar
resin or the Amazen one made oot of & single
pizce of bark. Anyway, this is far differsnt
from the Australian's or the onss found o
Salomon iglands or in Madsgascar. The Ya-
manas wae the only oneosed at sea and as the
basis for the survival of thess pecples. In
building their cance, they used mothods em-
ployad for vessels —the bark was not a plain
disposalle shell

Although they could pet sealion skin, leath-
er was not used because they had no resources
to tan it (lack of tannin in Jecal trees) and the
temperature was too high compared to that of
the Eskimos' envirenment, Contact with water
makes skin stretch constantly until it opens.
Teats were conducted to prove this.

Cn Chilean Tierra del Fuego, and eapecially
inthe area of Magallanes, a region neighboring
Punta Arenas, we find the Alakaluf (Halokus-
lup) people, who alse built bark canees, Theirs
ire very similar to the previous ones. As re-
gards dimensions, according to travelars cites,
they were larger. One of the reasang for this
may be the fact that they saled in calmer
waters that those of Cape Horn or aimply that
the travelers recorded Inrger ones. Besidas, we
can gee that the Alakalaf were infleenced by
other pative seamen that inhabited further to
the north on the Pacific coast. This coast ia far
mare favarable for navigation and aguatic no-
madic life given the lavighness of channels and
islands with & great variety of marine fauna
On tha eontrary, the Atlantic enast has cliffs
with beaches washed by the sea and & fow
placss whera to find natural shelter.

The Dalea’
South of Chilsé island, in Chile, thare was &
native group that inhabited the territory com-

ol e ¢_ A
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Yarneman (Lo Romonche aspsdiion, | 883)

priged of the Guaitesae islands, the Peninsula
deTaitas and the Guaysnoeas iglonds; its south
limit being the Golfo deo lag Penas. They wera
the Chonos

They have been characterized as nomadse
people whose living was mainly based on fish-
ing, sealion hunting, and eollecting of shellfish
and maring algee. In some apt places, they
rultrvated some corn, potatees, and barley.

At the arrival of the Europeans, population
wae astimated to be of 1,000 individoals. The
Alacalufes lived (Halskwulup andior Kawe-
shar) to the aouth of this territory, 1t is thought
thet they were colturally influenced by the
Chonos, when the latter were moved by the
Europeans. Being marine people, one of the
most important elements for the development
af their lives was the veasel Theirswas known
as the delea, which was different from the
Alakalufes’ and Yamanas' in that 1t was built
with planks. Still, it was similar in appearence
hecaunss of its shape and becsuse the planks
were joined with vegetal fibers. This pomt
coincides with the natural evelution of ship-
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building befors the use of wooden pegs later
replaced by metal (Egyptian ships onward),
In the accounts of the firsel expeditionaries,
wooden vesssls were practicelly unknewn in the
Alncalul mgion. As ime went by, their presence
angmented as the Chonos moved south,

The Vessal

The building technigue for the dolor is very
different to that nsed for making bark canoes:
Afthough in appearance they may be similar,
their bailding principles are completely differ-
znt.,

The most primitive anes were made up of
three or fnm "sewm” planks. The wood was
abtained from the larch, which is charactenzed
for eracing longitudinally, Se builders used to
put "wedpes” i the trunks and they obtained
planks (timber-yizlding by wedes) by hitting.
Thess planks are exposed to water and then to
fire to make them flexible and shape them at
will,

Tharefore, we can say that the southern
limit of these cances was with no doubt marked
by the lnnd of tree available. Of course, itis also
nocessary to have o minimal knowledgo but,
for 0 seaman, this is just a matter of time, Mot
having the natural resource, it is impossible ta
build this sort of vessel,

Planks werejoined with fibers obtained from
canea that the natives crushed and twistad

. =
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18B3: Yomonas an the scientific mission heoded by the

frigate ‘La Romanche’ af Copa Hom
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until they got asort of rope. Thay caulkad with
the leaves of a local plant (fiacx or mepoa)
charpeterized for bamng wiscous; caulleer was
covered with bark. This eystem, aimilar ks the
one used with bark canoes, lead many te com.
para both vessals. In faet, thers is also an
astonishing similarity with vesesls built by
Lapps. Fortunately, nobody thought of some
anmlogy between both cultures ap to the ma-
ment.

Apart, from showing the evelutionary stage
in navel building at the moment of the Europe-
ang srrival, the spom gave the dalea gomo
qualities, For instance, sha could be disassam
bled to cross isthmuses thus aved venturing
into open sea or ong trips by water. Althougl
thare is mo proof, it is believed that this seam
give the veessel 8 certain elastioty, which fa-
vored navigakion in sreas with a lot of surge
[this should be tested, as it could change the
presentidea of the poszikilities of navigation in
the area and their scope),

The Jesuit Diogo de Rosales described the
building of these canoes in n book issued in
174 On'the ane hand, his acconnt agrees with
what Miguel de Goizueta found in 1657, On the
other hand, they are very similar to those kepl
at tha Ethnographic Museum of Stockholm
and at the mussaum of Chiteborg. It was Profes-
sor Carl Skotfsberg who took them there in
1810, The dimensions of thisdeles are- 4. 28 m
kg, 1 m wide, and 51 cm depth,

Thess measures are very different bo the
gite soggested m BEralla's narrations, where
he mentions having seen & dalco carrying 15
oarsmen abeard. Daloas of 10 meters length
and even larger have alse been mentioned,
They were said to have a tail rudder and many
pieces such @g ribs, coaming, benches, and
supports for two masts with their correspond-
ing cordages,

Different navipators contributo with data of
larger sizes, which demonatrates that thers
was not & fixed pattern for building thess
vasegels. Each eraflsman-ssaman made canoas
accarding ta las gkills and necesaities such as
the number of family members.

Where Were they Heading for?

It iz mmpossible to infer how the dalea would
have svolved without the "colonizers” inter.
vention, Would neceseity have impelled the
building of Yarger vessels? For sure, it would,
The natives had already added two planks to
augment the freeboard, This mereased the
capacity snd the peasibility to navigate in more
turbulent waters. What waild have been ths
following stage?
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Strait of Magellan

Characteristios

The Strait of Magellan eplits Tierra del
Fuego from the rest of the continent and con-
reets the waters of the Padific to the waters of
the Atfantic, It wag formed in the Glacal Age,
which is réspensible for the channele and ar-
chipelages that guve Tierra del Fuego its finsl
appearance. The firm land of the western re-
gion of the strait i= of igneous origin, with the
presence of large granits masses,

The weatern mouth of the strait is marled
by the eepes Victoria and Filar, The esskarn
mouth is marked by Punta Dhinpenes and cape
Ezpirttn Santo. € extands for aboot 310 miles
In order to describa it, we shoald split it intoe
two sechions that have different characteris-
tics. Theawestern section axtends from its moath
to cape Froward and the edstern one from the
lakter to the Atlantic omilat.

The {ermer section is norrow and NW-SE
oriented; its consts are steep, rocky, and deso-
late, The Iatter, except for the Bvo norrow parts,
is wide with low and woody coasts and inhabit-
abde in general. In this region, at low tide, largs
sandy bearhes ending in vertical ravines whera
tho sea strikes al high tde are cevealad.

13

Clhimate varies according to gections In the
western, bad weather with MW winda with g
normal ntensity between 20 and 36 kaots that
cen reach 60 prevail and these conditions ars
notrare, Thersie sbundant rainfall in the area
{between § and B thoossnd millimeters per
vear) and thers are squalls with winds suar
mounded by high coasts and channels. Average
teinperature renges from 4°C to 1290

In the sastermn region, heving & plain orogra-
phy, the eyvelonds centers pass by without being
trapped ar stopped by the mountains. As moist
wag leat by reliel rain in the frst part, fainfall
here is poor, Punta Arenas (Sandy Paint) has
ancaverage rainfall of 430mm, Winds are uau-
ally strong and very strong from the WSW
sector {ovar 50 knots) Although wind may
biow constantlyfor some days, it usually starts
ta blow in the morning and reachss its maxi-
mum intensity between 2 and 4 pom. te becnme
calm at sunset. These winds bhlow bebwsen
September and March and reach their maxi-
mum intensity in October and November,

Amnother usual phenomenon is the mirags
—tha coast may be seen inverted or doubled,
the same as the rest of the Patagonian coast,
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Tides and Currents

In the western sector
thersis g one-hnot current
to the south with the same
grientation of the strait. It
rises ot high tide and with
portherly winds, Tt also
calms or disappears with
the action of opposite
winds. The tide coverage
i this sector ranges from
1.20'm toe 3 m maximom.

In the eastern sector,
the flosd current (high)
gtarié throe hours bafora
the high and finighes thras
hours after, It runs from
eaat ta west helping noavi-
gation & lot; the best thing
to do is to eail it as Trom
thefirst narrowing (Prim-
eraAngostura). ltean take
i ship almost to Punta
forenas, It is advisable to
kaep the wvessel in the center of the strait
hecaugs in bays such s San Gregoris, or the
ehoals aiter the direction and intensity of tha
tide. Thers are ghoals that enter some milesin
the strait such ag the Orange, which extenda
for 6 milag.

Ebb tide iz from west to east and there are
twoof them every 24 hours. The coverage of the
tide varies from west to azst, the mouth of the
strait having the maximum coverage of about
11 meters at tides of medivm syzygies. Al the
Second Narrowing (Segunda Angostura), the
coverape is of 6 meters and in Punta Arenas it
reaches only 2.

The speed of the current is high and it rizes
in the straits. In the Atlantic mouth, it devel-
opsa spesd of 2-4 knots reaching 6 or 8 knotsin
the first narrowing and of 3-8 Jmots in the
secand,

It ie a proven fact that nocturnal tides wre
always of a higher coverage than the diurnal.
During ebb, the waters coming out of the stradt
do it i the SE direction; i.e. rounding the
Atlantic cosst.of Tierra del Fuegn.

113

A characteristic of the
atrait iz the great deal of
rocks scattéred averywhare.
Fortunately, they are wiai-
ble as they are covered with
gulfweed, If in the middie of
algae, & clear area of water
i5 seen, fhere is more ghals
low part of the rocks, You
have io take into account
that the current makes
cachivuyes to be displaced
from the place whare rocks
Are.

If sailing in the area is o
challenge for modern navi
gotors with their seund ra
dars and echo sounders, and
all the studies carried wut,
let’s imagine —for matance—
the exploit of men like Ma-
gallanes and Sebastidn Bl
eans who, on arrrving at the
atrait, caat anchor near Pun-
taThingenes. Here, thereis atids coverage of 11
muoters and currents of 4-6 kmots and atrong
winwde, To makes matters worse, we have to add
the waves produced by the choppiness of the tide
and the fact that naboedy knows where you are
and where you are heading for,

Shipwrecks and Accidents in the Strait
of Magellan

The present work was carried oot hy the
historien Mateo Martinie. It was partially o
tractad from anether work by Captain Vidal
Gormaz (INaufragios Ocurridos en las Cos-
tas de Chile, Santisge de Chile, 1901) and
from Manoeel Zornilla’s Magallanes en 19256
(Punta Aronas, 1925 and completed by har-
tinic, Thoge interestad in further details {erew,
RUTVIvaTs, cArE, destination, restese, ote, Jabout
these wreckages may consult the books al-
ready mentioned, The one by Francizes Vidal
Gurméz is also available in English. ¥You can
get them at Librerin Regional (Bories 404,
Punta Arenas, Chile], which balongs to Dou-
glas Nazar Figueroa

g

e put an end fo this in 1914,




YEAR NAME
1526 Sonch Spirifus
1540 Keres Lopilaps?
157 Muorigehd
154 Trinidod
1557 7

1572 Black Pinssa
1460 Envages Fadrive?
E1E 1

1619 Hurga!

1ETd 1

1EE5 1

TEEL 1

1E87 1

i1 Rauny

&3 7

1840 Lapress

1846 29 My
1Bt (oeming

1850 Prives Albarf
1850 Kodmeon
1E50 Masalo
1851 Baronne
1854 Morik Corefing
1855 1

| 854 Fompma
1856 F Bryde
1854 Walsrn Hride
1857 Marier lsnhs!
1859 Carfas Toppsr
1859 - Seins

1850 Aana Boker
1860 Taronds

[BAD  Lowdewo

1847 Palican

[8a] 1. I Porfales
1869  Sonfisgo

1849 Rippling Wore'*
1859 Sheffeld
1871 [rorsma

1872 Falden Hydlen
1872 Vadndesa
1873 (hednna Emorass
1ary {nndn

Wi Horgersi?
1875 Senafor

1874 Jom Arralia
1876 oo Shalf
876 Georgio

1877 Dendeub
1877 Ani**

1877 A0 Veder*"
1877 Luisitn

1617 Saw Padra™*
1877 indummbe
1078 Jessia e
1679 Juieln

1679 Either

TYPE
Carevel

Sahoonar
Frigals
Slsamar
Frigals
Hark
Bark
Hark

Slpemm

Sthannee

Filgate

Seum |mnch
Paguel beat
Schooesr

Schooser

Schoonet
Snop

TONNAGE

240

1

[T
1619
i

Ny

4
535
42
1997
fan

k]
(%]

EL

(hils

(hile
Englaad

H Sebvardur
Enghasd

En ghaed

(AT}

Aingenling
Exglond

Chi
Faglond
Fionce
Chila
54
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PLACE

W csas) Dlaganes
Primern Aagoston
Cabo Pilar

W ceast Pisgenes
Pl e Brigida
Themes: Covandish's He=i?
Fosteem Sechar
Peats Ddngenes
[obo da los Viegenes
i

T

r

{aba Pyevidanta
Cnbar Pravidanda
Boki Meadoy
Brikim Miarimrdin
Bokin Saz foon-Fio. Bulnes
Bakar Sondy

Ik Lnrias 11

d

Bokin Selnno

Fnde Dovid

Frvil of Sn. Gengorie
Cabo Tomes

[

Prireesr Angesfea
Bobsia Mizzrimndio
Ao Sarminsts

1

Dirpczita B.-mowth St Basharo chossl
1

Bukhis Posestin

(o8o Pilor?

fgis Fresca

Dohiz Wheriondo

Hubsle Swalim

Bahis Missrimpdn (ot Files
(b Tamim

Chorles s - E of TOE

ksln habad

Dasobacidn

{satrn| Fueginn reast

fchiz Pento Azeans

{aba Yalentin

Funin Dingemes

Fowesles

Funtn Rodky

Funtfa Boja

Fosealen

Fehin Pusda Krapes

Fehln Pusia Krores

Bl Pusla Kamss

35 miles frem P. Arenes {Sandy Paint)
Punta Hocky

Earcleen part Sirod of Hogelon
bovteen part
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YEAR NAME TYPE TONMNAGE ENSIGN PLACFE

1679 Sparrow Howk Schaaner 7 Chike Agoa fresca

180 Avuwre Praf Slnam baunch th Chils Bubiia Punio Arssos

[ }] Low Amigas Seszmr 7 (i Wouth Fitr-bey chaanal

1880 Dotlersl yupbset 1,137 Englord Bekis Punly framis

1]l Vs Fils1's boat-soiler? UEA Hape Harbsar

T8 fosansath Hork 627 Englnst W, mauth Stu. Birbure dsannsl
1884 [ordifen Steamses 1840 Englosd Cobe San lsidm

1B Anigoe Steue T Froms W, oo beet €. Yirgmes omd (andor roving
[2as Ermesto Schotmst 7 (e Pasesion

1884 Ville e Siroshowry'  Sieames ' Frass Cuba Tirgmnes

1884 Beyo (atter ¥ Chile 1

|89 Victeriz Schowear 11 Chiln Shad amikh

| - The snking of ths Franch sseamer il de Stroshoug’ fook ploce in 1 B84, The Gamman Tleopaira's' ook plecs
in 1891 while she waos rying ke enter the Sirait of Mogelken fram the Atlonsic. Bodh Ingldents gove dae fo offidd
elaimi Fer Fha sstfing v of o l'ﬂl'-llmuw. whieh i the ane thet s operaing of pressnl. The foliowing i o reproduckion
af o note ralafed o this of the files of the Ministeric da Relaciones Exisriores {Minisiry of Foreign IT.ﬁ?*ﬁ:ur.uj-

"Buanos Ayres, | 8% Movernber ‘9

"Monsiaur Minishm

* om henored o lst Your Excellency know thot the Morguis of Safisbury hos received a commnication Frem the
Uaye's Board which dedlaros that ships passing throwgh the Strait of Mogallar will anjey grect advaniages if the
Argenhing Govarmman| sefs Up o q-:lnd 1rg|1.|51|:||.ul ot Coba da ks VYirganas a5, ko leogues owoy o the - Fhers is
a reaf vEry -|:||:|r|.gen:|u: far rﬂﬁanlmn. The Garman dsamar 'ﬂu-npcrlrn weis |ost last June ond e French shaomar Wilka
da Shmlzuurg, wn 1885, as "Hf bolk run ogoinid the menlioned oheiock. apart [~z |:l||:|.|ur :hip-u. thot :I:Iﬂl'.lh' send
thameetvas from the some Fote

"The Marguis of Solisbury hos charged me with Furwu'l:ﬁrrg Ihis issus do the Argenkce Govermnel, ond | hove the
hanar o sk Yeur Excellency ks make this known lo the corrmsponding authorities; | haps thers is o salishoclory result
and Your Excallency benefits me with o eply s fal | ironsmit it le H. M. Governenani os soon as possible.”

1 cwvail mpselF of this cpparunity, Mansieur Minisire, ko renew lo Your Excellency the assurdnees of my highest

censidaration”
F. Pakenham®
{Ministaric de Relocionas Exariores. Al 1891, Caja 478, Ley, Me, 20|

J*--

N “;\;‘h"‘: |

' X\
TR 't\\‘\\\t{&’

L]

=l =
= =

:”'IE chipper ‘.thuuc-ndur' nfﬁu‘r_;]rq:-lm.




YEAR MNAME
Ty (oo

7 Frovendor
Taay Vichugean
(430 Gulf of Adsn
1890 Muribel
R Fiem

890 S5¢ Mavy
1890 Yimgitia

1891 ?

1891 Fnpguise
1891 {sapaire*
1092 Arfasie

16 Pernnadrl
¥ Exprew

153 Ramisro
M Atfeatipue
1894 Hengi

1455 Lantan

185 Coperpices
a7 Mevia Korinen
| 30 Larmane
o
i#E Mol
EEs [

549 Kirfass

i Hupral™*
9 Albedes
34 King Fishar
1900 finloizke
M0 sk

171 futslem
1M (asmopelia
'Im mmpn
LEIF] i

M3 ol

[} 1] Jisr Barthers
M3 Vidvoguay

[} 1] fonrs{ Femash
1504 Aniis

1504 bhvicin

1908  Morfio Gole
1904  Brioei™*
194 Tpmeric**
906 Alhwere
904  (owbol
1904 Abydbs

1905  Henraile
1905 F M Masin®™
1906 Olymplw
1906 Aol of klnnd™
1906 Ay Fole™
1906 Hynferd
T (oprers"™
1907 (irtaga™
a7 Halrathrench
1408 Teson

1508

Slnomat
Sckannes
Sy
Slesermr

fork
L lpamae

H’IW‘I‘I[

lanmer

Schoaaer
fchogant

Hearmes

S nomar
Snmar
Cuiar

Bark

Steamar
Snomer
Shoamer

fehaana
Seheangs

[ufey
Staamer
Sleamar
Rerk
{ufar
Stammar
Sienmar

Cular
Sthaannt
Drodyes
§ noemaf
SInamar
§ ncmisf
Sheamar
Sehannnr
Sebeaner
Sinamar
Steamar
Stonamar
Samar
Simamar
Smamar
Sasnmesr

TONMNAGE
4028
L1

1,803
1,651

1917
L 1ls

1051
kK
4,500

3,400
167
1

Ml

7457
12398

7 404

LI
1
)

1ido
1

M7
2140
2150
3190

1,954
5

R

1,195

ENSIGN
Ixgiind
Chike

Frunce

Englarsd

Englesd?
Garmany
¥

Chile
bermany

Malvinm
Thile

France
England
Enghind

Uil
.54,

Chile
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PLACE

Farl Rax

1

hin Fravidencia

1

1

Fosssite

1

(b Filor?

{=ba Tomar

fin Sace

(ke Virgenes
Punlo Bos

Bahia Monumento
Hakie latad

¥

lake Mogesass
Penie lingeas
Bobés Sneg

W. or 5, Colho Pilarss
F'sie {orrars
Peato ban

(ko Piiot

Cabo Pior

Peale Eon

Peatz Delgnda
[roekad Resh
Balis (omsrones
Bokia Funto Arean:
Baeca Mrareitn
Galfa Trinsdod

Isks Dimweman

Babin Funln Areant
ks kbl

3

Fanis Bajn

Pania Rajn

Pents Delgnda
Babin Stewnr
Bakia Punlo Areans
Bakio Funtn Arsons
Pemiz {omana
Peata Tork

ek Corbos 111

Bestin Twmsdiy

fsks Shanl

Ishatins Drorne
(iparais Dim
Pasein

(obo Pesssiin
Berkéia Puntu Areaos
lske Morte

Cabo Filor

Primera Angosium
Bel. 1"& ¥ Korrow
Isha Deselncién {Flets)
Fuirto [engesas
Friemra Aagoslurs
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YEAR NAME TYPE
1505 (i franch S ey
1§ (el Sl s
150 Dalmirg Sl pimeet
190 Avgerie™ Stoomer
191 Rallegia™ Shoomas
1911 Bt Stooms
1 Orerla™ Slanmee
1912 Peremqr” Shenmes
1112 C Exohange™ enmes
1911 Alerandio*® Eherimer
17 Sulae Schosmar
1912 Fextny Sheamies
113 Werick Shearmisr
1911 River Chda™™ rsamer
1914 el Bark
1914 Chima™ Shsnmer
1914 Egrom Sheamar
1916 . Bronck™ Smamar
1916 T Shamar
1918 Medaura Tendee
my Atfenss Soamar
1921 Teiess™ Shnamar
1720 Movloss Teghanl
v Fewala ey
L] Muavs Eciraln Lutar
f¥il Anfosia Diar®™ Toglest
1532 Mefarticn Slesmmar
1932 Adenide Safer-Peatian
1931 Narfhmoer™ S{noemar
151 Fandvile o
[539 Prudemiz do Horses"* Senmer
[540 Mornleds Slenmes
|54 Dion Emili (ot
1954 Parvanir Slenmas
1954 Eelsr Cille
1954 Bl Cller
1954 Somia™ [ites
1950 Migwalits™ Citiee
1954 Sema™ Liiifies
1954 ool L e

R i B ﬂt

Puerto Aarrison, Magallanes.

TONNAGE

2210
1,716

3

LIM

i
10
1§
[i]
1

Cine of the many parts en the Steait in the loe 1800s.

PLACE

Is. Wasiminsier
FPanie Bajo
Croakod Remch
hgwn Frest

Bajn Nusvo

Punto York

oo Son (s
Baico Peads Aronm
Funto Hoja

Banco Peats Aranm
Punto Delgoda
(b Uprighi

{oba Filw
Farfosun

v Greggorin
Segunde Argaslurs
Arrecifes fomgin
Oppesite Ponbe Aranes
Opposite Penia Arasss
Punio [eagesas
Pro. Som Miganl
Arracifos Gosrgin
Bahia Panfo Arnaas
Hohis Punln Aresas
{aba Sen kidre
Dot Punta Aresns
Bakim Punta Arsans
Buhim Funto fream
Peartu Gollest
Peirto Buzan
kucdas Genrg
soal For Away .
San Gregariy
Bahin Punle Aranes
Hshin Pusta franss
Tahin Pimie Aranss
Tohin Pests Arones
lahio Pras Arosas
Hahia Pesta Kinnas
Hohia Peaby dfpsss
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YEAR NAME TYPE TONMAGE ENSIGN PLACE

1967 Do Frawc Ship i Chidn Fahin Coluling

1968 Goviolo Schooner £ (= Uppesite Ganls rnds
1969 Jax Gregork Tuylwat 5 (o Funio Delgods

1913 Anduliio Sailer-ponlaon Ciln (oo Parveni

1974 Mewk™ Seper silonkshp 710,000 Fistheslioneh fafo Sadelile

1975 dntirfics™ Matarshig T o4 Chile Bujo Satélite

1975 Galata Tarass Glyertsnay [ (hile St n[ﬂpguﬁm i
1995 Asivw Barte Lerop ship & 45 Liganisa {asal Comenpddn

**: Vassal recoversd

.|

b =
[ ETRLI TS

=
b

]

Punta Arencs {Sandy Foinl], 1905, Mole fe town ond the owr 20 ships of i soediuael, Uabise s barak
#arfing with the Prison.
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As one can see, there are may quotation
marks during the first years. Very little dis
kenown abouat these ships, except for comments
foundin chromicles by okher navigators or as an
isalated prece of information in history books
We suggest to consult José Perich's book. The
present list was enlarged with the collabnra-
tign of Guidoe Seidal.

Mearby the Strait, there are wrecked ships
that conld be part of a list of wreckages along
the const of Sants Cruz. But thers is one that is
so visible for tourists that we caoneot avoid
mantionmg. It is the dipper Kenély, which set
on fire oppesite Rio Gallepos in 1910 and was

e

a __‘
Wreckers dll.an'ﬂ:-m‘l-:ing +I'l.'.|-l'l1 'H'I-ﬁ Thubm;' Eﬁnﬂd Emiﬁﬁr M.nEn"nnu. T|'|=
ochyisnys of maching o villoge storsed.

washad ashore by = huge high-tide. She iz an
iron hull that can be wvisited —en excellent
example of one of those ships which are in
rather gosd conditions {(tha hull).

Another famoos hghthoopse, This ighthouse
wasin Don Luis Piedra Buena's plans for very
many years. When he tried to settle down at
Ban Gregorio bay, on the strait and in the placs
where the boundary with Chils was supposed
ta be, he already had the materials to build a
beacon. Then, these matenals ended up on Isla
Pavin, Senta Cruz, since the atbempt to set up
the beacon st Cabs YWirgenes {1868} lost the
suppart of the National Government




Shipwrecks on Isla de los Estados
and in Mitre Peninsula’

v i

French Anlorchic

This compilation intends to be as detailed as
possible, but thers may be omissions. As you
will 2ee, most of these shipwrecks took place as
from the building of the San Juan de Salve-
mento lighthouse and the setbing up of the
Rescue Station. Before that time, fow wreckag-
o3 appear in the recordsz. There are several
reasons for thia, but we start by leaving out
piratas turning lighta on and off az it happens
in Julia Verne's novel The Lighthouse at the
End of the World. The last three decudes of
the 18Ms were characterized by the boosm of
cargo navigation; of passenger aervice (from
the East to the Wast coast of the United States
and to Australial; of the building of the last
great swift cargo sailing ships; and also by the
gefting up of the Rescue Stabion and Light-
house in San Juan de Salvamanto, and others
in Bahia Thetis and Ushuaia, which made it
posgible to Het the ships that sailed past the
area and also to have news of shipwrecks.

Seamen trusted these facilities as they knew
they could find help and a light to have a real
reference to find their way in charts and even
to check the chronometer abosrd. They veed
the outer light to find their way and, for many
of them, thiz wag & lethal mistake. Tt wag not
unti] 1902 that the location of the lighthousa
waschanged and a new one was erectad on [=ln

| Matice: Thare is ne shipwracks irvesnlary cvailable; the followi

] N . = -.'..l"'
itian under O, Chareat. The

Paurguni-Pas?” maokes lond on slo Observalorio, whers

the fighthowse of e End of the Warld was J.:nh.h:hd

ks, pait, IhE]- baft Far p=rra incognita,

Observatorio (declared a National Monument
ab the end of 1998), The Lightheuss in San
Juan de Salvamento was sbandoned and, in
1997, research about it started. The Maritims
Mussum engaged in the project in collaborse-
tion with the Museum of the End of the World
and the Argentine Navy, A replica of the light-
house was built in Ushusaia (at the Maritime
Museum) and France donated a monoment
that was erected in the place where the light-
house used to be situated. This destroyed any
posgihility ko carry out archeological ressarch.
The monuwment was set up with the authoriza-
tion of the Secretaria de Coltura de la Macién
and the Comisidn Nacional de Mussos y Mon-
umentog y Sities Histdrieos, subservient to the
Prezideney

Many think that thess shipwradks ware de-
liherate with the idea of collecting the insur-
arnce money. They state that, given thé su-
premecy of steamers over sailing ships,
ghipowners wanted to pet ride of the latter.
This is difficult to prove, especially when many
of these ships had oo meurancs at all; this
being the case of the Dr. Hansen and the
Brishaneg, smong many others. This is why
eapbiing used to negotiste the recovery of the
carps with rescue companies at profitable par-
centages for “rackers.”

work wos carmad

are il o few of them. The

out by Licenticte Carles Pedra Vaire in colloboralion with Professar Maoria Crisling Morandi, from the Sarvicio da
Hld:;-}g'uﬂ-:t da la Armada
Cardaza.

Armoda Argenling {Argantine Meavy, Meval Hydrographic Sur'-n-:n-r and with Guillermo
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Atthe Netional Maritime Mugeum of Green
wich, thers is g research and nformation cen-
ter (Maritime Information Qentre) that may be
consulted paying a fee.

This center has all the information abput
the ships sunk in this region and alsa about
the cnes lost or migsing. This does not mean
that they sunk in the area, but the last data
available point at the region as the poesible
place of the accident, This mitrmakon is bak-
en from the shaps’ port dlearance, whers das.
tination was recorded. On the other hand,
aceording to the sort of ship, courses ware
more or less predetermined. There is also the
information of these wha saw these ships Tor
tho last Lime,

But the mogt imporeant pomi about this is
that there is plenty of information abeut the
sunken shipe as itis slso pesmbleto consult the
Lloyd's Hegistar. For Spanish ships, there are
two pood registars in Savills and in Madrod, We
have consuited them, but to gat informabon
ahoat other shops as there 18 no mention of
shipwreckson Isla dolos Estades. Tnshert, it is
posgible to get to know a lot of what happenad,
but not in detail. Aparct rom thess registors,
data included hare was published by newapa-
pars of tha time,

Vayari; English barque. 1872 She wrecked
in Punta Fallows {Izla de los Estados). The
accirdent tock place while seiling along the Le
Maire Strait. The wrackers were rescusd by
snother verssal and taken to Europe, There are
na further details about the wrackage.

Egpora: Argenting briganting swned by Don
Lais Figdra Buena. Former Nancy, owner by
the sealer Smaley, 10" March 1873, The ship-
wratk toolk place on Isla de los Estados, In
Franklin bay. In several campaigns, the Mar-
itme Moseum of Ushuma studied the place
with the help of the Area Naval Austral, In
appendix 3, youwill ind a trangeription of Luis
Piedra Buena's journal and an account of the
works carried out by the Maritime Museom of
Ushuaia in Flanklin bay.

Lotus;, English barque. July, 1875, In bal-
lzst from Rie de Janeiro end bound for the
roadetead of Callse, commanded by Capbain
Zaint Jaha, In the moming of the 6" of July,
she struck a rock at the mouth of Bahia de San
Juan de Salvamento {Isla de los Estades); she
sank two days later. The crew boarded two
beats; the former, manned by the Captain and
seven aailors. Her fate is unknown. Tha latter
was boarded by five sailors and was rescued by
the Antonietie.

Albert Gallantin: English frigate. Ccto-
ber, 1875, Transporting & coal load, itset'on fire

Lrd|

on the high eea. It was abandoned by the crew
opposite the northeastern coast of Isla de los
Estados on 10 Oetober 1875

Prince Arthur: English barque. Ehe run
aground at the east peint of Puerto Cock and
was broksn to pisces on the rocks on 24% Feb-
rupry LATE. Commanded by Captain T, Nelson,
she wns a Sdd-register-tonnage vessel that
carried coal. She was from Liverpos] and bound
for the town of Caldern. The owner and the
eraw saved themeelvas on the boats and were
later regcued by the schooner Seo Shell,

Mercator: Bolpian barque, Oetober 1876,
Capiain H, Micholson of the pilot'sboat Luisa,
rogistered in Punta Arenas, informed the eolo-
ny authorities that he had moade contact with
lier om 24 Oetpber L8TE. On his sealing voyage
around the rocks and izslots of Izin dié log Eata-
daoe, he had been attractad by a signal at the top
of thawrecked ship. Ehewas found shandoned.
Ehewrecked on Jsla de los Estados and records
state that, later an, the Captmin and sevenmen
drowned while mansuvermg,

Cosmopalit: English frigata. July, 1878, A
1,258 register-tonnage veasel, commanded by
Captain J. H, Lyons and sailing from Rio de
Jangirs to Callan, She wrecked in the night of
4% July 1878 at a ledge naar Pusrto Parry. The
cresr, made up of twanty-three men, saved
themsslves on board of &8 boat and headed for
dohn Harbour {San Juan). This wreckage was
known thanks to the Uruguayan sesling cutter
Royo. Wreckers were rescued by the English
barque Ryebale and by the Bacaban de
Burdeos, (See Appondix )

ofulied: August, 16878, A 1 243-Treight-ton-
nage English barque, Sailing fiom London to
San Francisce, California. Doring a calm, the
current washed her against Cabo San Antonio
and run agroand on 1" August 1878 The twen-
ty-seven wreckers were rescoed by the German
brig Thetys.

Pactolus: On 13 February 1882, when the
Cape Horn was stroggling on her four anchors
in Roca harbor, a male away from Puerio Cook,
the Anglo-American vessel Pocloles, com-
munded by Captain W.L Mc Lallan from Nova
Scotia, came loose from her chains as was
washed against the rocks which are the bottom
of the Bay of Pustrte Pactalus, From one mo-
ment to another, the vessel was ghattered to
pieces agiinst the rocks. Giacomo Bove and
Luis Piedra Buena, abeard the Cabo de Hor-
nos, rescued the wreckers that had found shel-
ter in Puerto Cook, The Captain, MacLallan,
was ledged on board as he was ill and the rest
of the crew staved in the place with wickoals
until they wers rescued on 18" February, The
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Pactolus® mastar, Willium Tobey, was very
well known in Liverpoal®,

Anag, from Genoa: From (Genca to Valparai-
g0, On o calm day, 20® January 1885, ths
current drageed her between Puerto Cook and
Isla Afio Nusve. Ghe was an B0-register-ton-
nags vessel with general cargo and fourteen
hands. Im the joomal of Dario Sardchaga, com-
mander of the Bahis Blanca cutter of the Ar-
gentine Navy, we can read: " We refurned (o
the Estodos’ on 25% January, arriving on 30"
and i firte fo rescue the wreckers of the Italian
vessel "Ana, " lost on 28 between Puerto "Cook’
and 'Aao Nuera. " On 18® February, the Villar-
no' arrived and fook the wrechers and I em
barked the cutter with the creu T had gothered
in Punta Arengs. " Sailing from Punta Arenas
to San Juan de Salvamento, he sees the wreck-
ara and tales them tothe rescus station, They
stayed there unti] the Villaring took them ta
Punta Aronas.

River Ragan: Note: In other references,
ghe appears as River Tugdn and also as River
Logan. In all eases, the date and the placs of
the wreckage point at the eame vesssl

The River Ragan was an English barque of
852 register tonnapge and 1,260 tons of paneral
cargo that had set sail from Glasgew and was
bound for Valparaiee. Fog, a calm wind, ond &
calm sea made the vegsel to be dragged loward
ane of the Islas de Afc Noevo on Il do los
Estados. The wrackage took place on 4" March
1HEEG.

The commander of the Argentine cutter
Bahia Blanca rescued the wreckers and tonk
them to the Chilesan eolony of Punta Aréenasin
Magallanes. Local authorities took eare of them
offermg lodging and means,

The armared ship HM.5 Trinmph em-
barked spme of the wreckers and took them to
the port of Coquimbe and made the rest to be
taleen to Burspe by the following steamear boumnd
for that continent. Seventeen members of the
CTEW Were rescued.

Bibliography: La Australia Argentina, by
Robertod, Payrd. Tomo I, Be, As., 1908 P, 366,
Maufragios ocurridosen lag Costas Chile-
nas, by Francisco Vidsl Gormae. Chile, 1941,
P. &,

Lat us ses the aceount of the Commander of
the Mational rotter Bakio Blanea, Don Dario
Sarachaga. He balonged to the Division Expe-
dicionaria del Atlantico Sor (Scuth Atlantic
Expeditionary Division ) of Augusta Lasserres
Equadron, made up of the gunboat Parend
{Magship), the transports Villorine and Co-

Raference:: [1] Sea Breazes nﬁmnm {n® 77 Vol "-ﬂll Aph| 1926, p

Tierras y Mares de la Repiblica Argentina, by
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modorn Py, the cutters Pafagones and Bokfa
Blanca, and the corvette Cabo de Hornos.

It is interesting to read the accounts of the
maost relevant events in his logbook. While they
were on land or anchered in the seme placs,
they nsually made notes mentioning the most
important events or summarizing the whole
period. Thus, we find a reference to this wreck-
age which, apparently, did not move Sardacha-
ga.

*21" February 1885: We stayed anchored
fixing the ship up te 8 March when four weeck-
ers boats arrved oppesits (Forneawsx) cape,
meathing these the Subprefecture and their
Captain Cuillermo Mahood saying that, on the
6% wind calmed sppogite Talas de Afio Muovy'
and currentswashed the ehip, the Biver Ragan
veggel [sailing from England to Velparaisc]
against the rocks west of thie island [she was
anchored af San Jusn de Salvamenito].”

“12% Merch: Irigged [the vessal] and sot zml
taking thewrecked capiain toinspect the wreck-
age site. Twao hours after puttimg te soa the
wind went calm and we wero dragged by car-
rents bo the fide ripe, of cape San Juan up to 10
p.am., whon i fresh NW wind started to blow
durk gley and horizon; | loat a laumch we were
carrying at the stern. At 18 p.m., we deseried
the San Juan lighthouse and entered anchor-
ingatXam,”

13% March: NW fresh gale and a brwerimg
gea, sky looks bad. We could nok get sl up to
the 15, when it improved and SE frashening
breezs; ssiling with ons hand of reel, on arriv-
ing opposite ‘Afio Nuavo it started to ealm,
staving in dead ealm apposite the place where
the ship had bean lost. Currents dragged us to
the mouth of Puerto Cook; with a W breeze, we
anchared in this harbor at suneget.”

“14% March: All along the coast, pieces of
wond, spars, and eazes which belonged to the
veganl tan be seen; most into pieces, On the 1T,
wi could reach the socident place and we only
found & piece of the hull, from the bow up to the
place whers themizzenmast was Thesite whare
the ghip was lost is a place where afl winds riss
a heavy gea and it s becaose of this cause that
thie ship has baen destroved so quickly.”

*18% Mareh; We called at several harbors on
the island and we found 25 boxea of sherry,
port, and § barrels of sweest wine, retarming to
San Jusn on the 2047

Mountaineer: From the Lioyd's Register of
Shipping 1857-88; “Abandoned. Register num-
bar 70,910. Her captain was Mr. Dooghty and
it was an iron bargue with British flag, 1,496

Ez;-ﬁ:i&n Argentinag o los

Eh:n'a ﬂcl Aas, TBES.F. 31
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nek tonnage and her measures in fost; langth
2463, beam 3343, and a depth of 23.0, Sho was
bailt in Sunderland by W. Doxford and Bons
Ltd., 1875 and bomght by G. N, Gardiner and
Co, Begistered m Liverpool”,

The Lloyd's Weekly Shipping Index, is-
san of the 24 December 1856, comments on
the shipwreck and informs that the vessel sat
gn fire at sea. The crew took the boats and
frund shelter oo [sla de loe Bstados on 18%
October, Shewas sailing from Holl be Wikming-
ton [Califernis).

Eoberto Payré made a good account of this
shirmreclk since this took place mght cpposite
San Juan de Sabvamentos. The people of the
lightheuse and of the ressiie station shtnessed
it at fret hand.

II1. Some ime went by and thers was prac-
tically no news about other shipwrecks until
Cetaber 18% 1886, when the Englisk frigats
Mountainesr's took place.

This ship, of 1836 registar tonnage, loaded
with 2,100 tons of coal, was aailing from Hull ta
Wilmington, California . There wera twanty-
five hande in the craw.

O 9% Oetpber, she roundad caps San Juan
hoading for the Pacific, and it was not until the
16" that, being situsted opposita Cape Horn,
fire on board was noticed. The Captain imma-
diataly orderad the poople to go down to the
hold to collect all the coal teward the canter of
the ship. The atmosphers waa suffocating, and
two of the sailors had to be rescued almost
agphintiated. So they drapped the tagk.

Changing his course of pction, the Captam
ardared the hatehes to be hermetically shut in
ardar to try to suffocate the fira. The fire went
on growing, Hoses were assemblad, they tried
to food the holds, but everything was in vain.
The thick smoke that sscaped through all the
eracks was mare and darker every tme...

Um that day the Mountaineer made contact
with another English fmgate, the City of Ath-
#nE, whose captainimvited the former's captain
to go on sailng westward or te abandon the
ghip. The City of Athene would welcome the
whole crew on board. But the Mountaineer's
eaptam would rather follow his courae to Tsia
de Ine Rstados, and anchor at some of its har-
bors to try to save the ship.

On the 17", being at 57 degrees 47 minutes
south latitude and 69 degrees 40 minutes west
longitude west of Greenwich, explogions start-
ed because of the gases accumulated in the
hold, and it became urgent to leave the ship.

There were thrae vessels in sight, at about
four or five milas away: signals were made, but
they did not answer and followed their course. .
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On the 18%, attenin the morning, the Isla de
los Estados was sighted at arcond 256 miles
away, and the vessel headod for Back Harbour,
which is situated right seuth of San Juan de
Salvamente,

Unfortunately, a thick fop suddenly set in
and made it almoest imposaible to lay the ship,
while danger incressed with every minute,
explogione were more dreadful every tims, and
through bow and stern katches, which had
been Lifted, whirlwinds of fog and fiames were
petiing out.,. It was impossible to stay any
longer on board... Thwis three in the aftornocon.

Boats were taken dowi, the whole erew
boarded 1o ovder, and plyving with spirit they
artived at Back Harbour, whare they disem-
barked eshausted with fatigus, at half past
LS

The captain could rescoe nothing, meither
hiz papere nor a sum of money he kapt in his
chambar, to which it was impessibie to have
pecees from the ing.

Wreckors had only succeadad in taking pro-
visions for two days, and had nonews about the
extistenca of the subprefecturs of San Juan, But
the raptain had zeen hight in Punla Lasarre, $o
he assumed that he would find a liphthouse
thers, and therefores decided ta send, on the
following day, a commisaion made up of the
aseond pilot and seven sailors to cress the
fgthmus that separates both harbors. It was
urgent to get provisions; otherwiss, the 28
wreckers were sentenced be starve to death in
the short term.

The commissioned men headed north as
arriving howrs iater in fromt of the subprofec-
ture, separated from it by the width of the bay
They made smoke signals and shot some times,
and &t thres in the afternoon the people of the
subprefacture cams on a Boat to pick them ap.

The sailors staved in San Juan, and the
Mountaineer's sacond mate, with 8 man the
subprefact assigned to secompany him, left to
look for his mates, who immediataly set off,
except for four of them that. as they wers ill,
they had to be taken on a boatb the following
day.

Seton fire, the Mountainser, dragged by the
current, saited past San Juan @8 o huge fire
ghip and run aground on the eastern coast of
San Antonio, where her remaing were fiound
later on..*®

From the Ministerio de Relaciones Exteri-
ores {Ministry of Foreign Affairs), Seccidn
Archivo. Diplomacia ¥ Consular. Afie 1887.
Inglaterra. Caja 3445- Legaje N" 6. Here we
find the following note criginally written in
English:
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"o 36 April 1887, HM.5.'s legation gives
thanks for the penerosiby and the good assis-
tance offered to the group of wreckars and
CaptainJ. B Doughty from the Mountaineer,’
eepecially to Captain José Fregueire, head of
the naval station at San Juan port, whe lodged
them from 21 to 26 November, and to Com-
mander Federico Spurr, chief of the Arpentineg
war ship VWillarino,' who took them to Punta
Arenas,”

As we can gee, although the bumanitarian
aid was great and soversignty was truly de-
fended, we had to resort to Punta Avenas, At
thattime, Ushunia was little more thar s amall
handful ofhooses meant to becomes & town even
when il was already the capital of the Mational
Territory. The "gold rush" was starting in those
daye. In Ushusia, thres general stores operat-
ad and the one at estanna Harberton would be
opened in & short while, Founded by Thomas
Bridges, it would bryto got hold of the hiitle zold
"harvpsted” by minors in exchange for meat
and other victunls,

Garneek: This Englizsh vessel wrocked on
the northeastern izsland of Afde Nusve, in a
calm day, on 26% May 1387, Of T00 repisier
tonnage and with 1,015 tons of general cargo,
she was sailing frem London and bound for
Victoria, on Yancoover Island. Sixteen wreck-
ereware taken to Punta Arenas by the Como-
doro Py,

References: La Australia Argenting by
4. Payro, Tomo I1. Bs, As 1908, En la Isla del
Foego, by J. E. Belza. Toma I, p. 216 AGN
{Archive General de la Nacidn), Ministerio del
Interior, 1887, Exp. 6586 and Exp, 5989,

Dungkeig: There iz little information about
the Dungheig, whowas sailing from Lendon to
Ban Francigeo, With 2,400 tons of peneral car-
go, shie carried thirty men and one pasasnger,
She sunk in Cabg San Antondo, on [ela de log
Estados, on 23™ June 1887,

Beventean people saved their lives. The pas-
penger (James Johnston) was rescuad by tha
cuttar Pafagones. The rest of the crew stayed
m theplace up to 19* Aupust, when they wara
rescued together with the wreckers from the
vessal Colorado, who had crossed the island
on foot from Fronklin bay, It was the Chilean
steamor Mereierio the one which rescued the
Dunkelg’s and Colorade’s survivors, They
ate shellfish and cocon, They were taken Lo
Buenoes Adres.

It is worth pointing out that the steamer
Merewrio had been chartered by the Argen-
tine governmenl to take the Magallanes”
wrechers, who were waiting in Poerto Deseado
(provines of Santa Cruzl,
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The English government gave a gold reward
for commanders (Mereurio’s Lesnardo Ceeso-
la and cutter Patagones’ Macedonio Bustos)
and gold medale for the rest of the officers and
gilver ones for the crews of the rescus boats,
Each of the Foegian natives who were an borrd
of the cutter was given two pounds sterling.
{Archive General de la Nacidin, Ministerio del
Interior, Exp. 65858 and 7000 and the Maritime
Information Centre of the Wational Meritime
Mugsum Gresnwich,)

Asregardsthese wreckages and those which
took place in that same year, the head of the
Subprefecture of San Juan de Salvaments on
Isla de los Estados, Francsee G. Villarne,
writes g sunmery of the eventa in the recard of
1888 and forwarda it to the Maritims Prafect,

Subprefoct Francigeo Villarins is the same
that talies over in 1884 whan he arvives with
Don Aupusto Lassarre's expedition, Io his re-
port, Villarine mentions the wreckagea and the
troubles that the subprefocture had ke undergo
bacause of them either because of the number
of people they had to feed or because of the
elothing they had te provide —sines wrerkars
generally manage to save very fittlo— and the
neceggsary medical aid. They also had to face
the eternal problem of the lack of communica.
tion eince they had no appropriate vesael togail
for Rio Gallegos, Punta Arenas, or [slas Maky-
mas. They needed a eutter or a staamer rather
then the whalers they had to sail in port with
a calm sea. Do Francsse (. Villarine wrobe:

O 25" May, the English vessal ‘Garnock’
wracked on the island NE of Afio Nuevewith 17
men of the erew including the Captain, They
were ledged at the subprefecture and fed unti]
A% Angust when they were taken to Punta
Arenas by the steamar ‘Comodora Py' that
happened to gail by

"Om 24' June, the English Frigate ‘Duskeigs'
wrecked with 30 men in the crew and, on 285
that ssme month, another English vesssal, the
'Colerado,” with 16 men; the latter, in Cebo San
Vicante (Tierra del FPuegol and the former; in
Cabe San Antondo (Isla de los Estados), Asitis
usually the case, the two crews met in Caboe San
Antenio, where they stayed for 55 days unshel-
tered from the snow and the severe winter,
Twenty men died, ‘Duskeigs’ Captain among
them —some were washed and made to pieces
by waves when trying to make land; others, diad
from cold and the national cotter ‘Patagones’
[sie.] commanded by Lieutenant Macedonio
Bustos, having being taken to the Capital Fad-
eral by the mantionad steamer and given clothes
and shoes by the signar with the clothes of the
gtaff of the division under my command.”
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"Throughout the past year, the health of the
gtaff of the division has been satisfactory de-
spite of tha fact that there wes a complete lack
of maat becanse of the Magallanes,™

"This subprefecture had victusls to last up
to June 0% —on May 25", 17 wreckers were
Indged and we had run ouk of vichusls by Ao-
guat 22, The sume happenad later —until tha
arrival of the ‘Alba’ thers wras lack of maat for
two monthg and a half”

"These difficulties, Sir, cannot be aolved
anless this division has a vessel fitted to go out
by aea.”

*There are two reasons why the ship de {a
garrera cannot provida meat —1. Inorder to buy
it end male sure to get it, it 18 necessary for the
chaaf of the division to be aboard the packet
boat in order to buy and pay for the goods; 3. 1t
is necassary be buya number of ammals for toro
months at the moet since hunng mors msans
letting them die because of the lack of grass, on
the snehand, and besaonga the different climate
tande to gpoil the cattle in a short while to the
axtreme that it becomes abeolutely usslsag far
consumption.”

"As regards this Sir, let me call Your Excel-
lenicy's sitention.”

“Teisnot possible tokeep 4 maritime division
in the middle of the ocean far away from any
eenter of repources without a vosse] get them.
Then, it is8 not pessible for the head of that
subprefecture to be responaible for the misfor-
tunes that could take place due to the lack of
food when he has no means to provide it,”

“I must remind Your Excellency that the near-
eat port for supplies & Punts Arenas’ or Malvi-
nag, each of them 350 miles away, Kio Gallegos
is a5 far away as these other places. If one or bwo
wreckages take place during the first days after
the visit of the packet boat to thak port, we are
sure to have to maintain the crews saved for 4 o
b months. [let m;r.salfmmmd Your Excelléncy of
the desperate situation in which the chief of that
divigion is being comnpelled to eat and make his
subordinates eat gealion meat in erder oot o
starve as it has already happened becanse of the
loss of the transport Magallanes,™

“All this, 8ir, could be prevented with an
appropriate veseel at the service of that din-
gitn. Withoot this essential element, hife 15
very hard there.”

"Throughout the year, the bghthouss m
thirge of this division has worked regularly
and I can assure, Your Excellency, that the
services offered tonavigation along theso consts
are huge —no less than 250 ships are sighted
and put down by the bghthouse guard on their
way round Cabo Ban Jusn for Cape Horn"

1245

Glepmore: Accordmg bo the information
given by the Maritime Information Centra of
the Mational Maritime Mugeum of Graenwich,
the Glenmore’s captain waa Lawrence. She
wasabark-rigged vesgal with g steel hull of 125
net tons, Har messures in feet were: 100.0'x
1.4 x 18,6 and she was built in Dumbarton by
A MeMillan & Coin 1876, Owned by W. Porter
#& Bons, ghe was registered in Liverpool {From
the Lloyvd's Begister of Shipping 1B87-BE.)

Shewas sailing in ballast from Monteviden
to Taleahuano, when the currents made her
crash against the rockcs of Cabo San Viesnts n
the evening of T April 1888, Part of the erow
rowed ap to St Joho's on Isla de les Estados.
The rest, apparently aroond ten members of
the crew, eet off rowing a boat'in open sea to
meot 2 passing ship. They were not seen again.

Lat us gae the account of the great journahst
RaobertoJ. Payre about thig shapwreck, of whach
he obtained details during his stay at San Joan
de Salvamento in 1899

"WVIL On 11% Aprdl 1853, around midday,
the lighthouse informed the subprefecture
about a boat with sixtesn men that was head-
ing for tha harbor *

*0On arriving at the ightheuse, they tried to
moor glong, but this was impossible becausa
of the ragped ceast in which the bresking
water 2 huge all the Bime and would destroy
any wossel. The wretched crew of the boat
yelled for water.”

“Aa disembarking there is impracticabls,
they were told to snter the harbor with signals,
which they did, resorting to their last remain of
strength. Infact, when they reached the pier, it
was necessary bo carry many of them to land as
they could nok mewve, 50 exhausted they wera"

"They ware wretkers, part of the crew of the
English vossel Gleomore, which had been lost
in Tierra del Puego, near cape Ban Vicente,
about thres miles and a hall away, three davs
before. The captain, the two pilots and the
three sailors of the vesssl weare on the boat.
Their last supplies were five cans of two kilos of
preserved meat, and not even a drop of water,
During each of the previcus days, they had
shared only ono of these cans, trying to make
them last as long as possible”

“They armved so languished and having sul-
fered so much with dampness and cold that they
could not speak, let alone walk. Tomaks miafor-
tune worse, a hole was ripped on ane side. They
foced it as best as poasible, but it made water,
and as they had no buckets, they were obliged to
bail it out with their hats and hoots.”

“The Glenmore transportad steel rails, from
Maryport to Montevides, from where ehe sat




134

gail in hallast for Taleahua ng, bn thea 244 of
Maorch,”

"Mear Tierra del Fuepo, wind changed sud-
denly, and it pushed her to the coast; the sea,
being very rough, broles her to pisces immedi.
ately ”

Beatollar: On 28% July 1880, between four
and five in the morning, the Seafollar wrecked
& mile West of Cabo Fourneaus. Englishwezzal
of 658 remster tonmage with iren hull She was
zaitling from Glasgew to Valparaiso carryimg
general cargo

Mowr let us see part of the account meloded
in the book by Hoberte J. Payrd menboned
abovel The vessel Seatollor had hod to make
Innd on Malvings to repair gome damage suf
ferad in the vovage, putting o sea from there
an 26" July 18840, sighting land, sn starboard,
on the 28"

Apparvently, gailing east the Capiain or-
dered to change course for the MNerth, what
mads her steer atrait for land on the steep cliffz
of that eoast Anyway, it is still not clear why
ghe waz washed dgainst the coast since she
tried to reach clear waters, i.e. without ohsta-
cles. Spilmg the area on a saibing ship (the
ketch Callny, ovned by Jorge Trabuchi, April
1997) we eould see how the current drags a
vissel tothe seagt producing hogewaves whizh
make ong picture a thriller movie and there
Was N SLorm.

The wreckers aceount continues zgaying that
"nogocner the first crash against the rocl was
falt, the eaptain ordered to lower a boat on
poxtside, but a strong wash of the sea took it
with the twa pilots and seven sailors.” This
may have happened because of the tremendoxs
waves that, as we have geen, are formed in this
place.

*Captam William Jennings, runming the risk
of an almost certain death to save his ship and
his people, threw himself to the watdr, carmying
a rope with the aum of tying 1t on land and
establishing a hife lme, The furous shoal of the
sea took him and threw him inte 2 wolves dent
{&c. ] and there he ceshed against the rocks,”
{Ges Appendix T}

The Survivors

According te the survivors' account, the
ghip was under water up to over the deck,
Cnly the monkey forecastle could be seen at
aag lewel, The sailors whe saved their hives
had succeeded in climbing the mizzenmast,
where they stayed for some hours, From that
puosition, they looked for a better place passing
wlong the stays to the mainmast, in whose
sails they slept,
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After dleeping as they counld, and via the
same stayes way, they passed to the foremast
and than to the forecastle. After several at-
tempts, the sailing ship Silos Bolfies man-
aged to pass a rope’s end on land to climb the
steep cliff coast, which in that area is several
metere ahove aea leval

Once the rope's end was tied, the apprentics
pilot Charles Surnbank, tho cook Hardy and
gailors Clindinning and Brown —the anly ones
that survived— paszed along it

Batties nnd his mates headed for the sub-
prefacture on foot. They errived dying and half
nakad.

During the shipwreck the following died:
Captain Jenmngs, pilots Pooley and Bryden,
apprenticss (2. 5, Shell and J. Lumsdean, car-
penter Clark and sailors Docharty, Collie,
Hullin and Juan Valenzuels (Chilean)

After the Wreckage

Thig iz a very intéveating shipwrack. Ik has
been aaid that wreckers veed to auffor twice:
firstty for wrecking and, secondly, becauss ol
the trestmentthey usoally recaived from "rack-
ers,"” pirates and natives. If they were resrusid,
theyhad tostay in rescue stations compaizori-
Iy helping or joining, as sailors, the crew of
gome ship lacking manual labor.

When theds wreckers were transported to
Funta Arenss on the transport Villaring,
they declared befors the authorities about the
mistréatment on the part of Maor Villaring,
bead of the Subprefecture of San Juan de
Jalvamento in 3an Juan de Salvamento, and
algo on the part of the Commander of the
transport Villarine, Don T, Moureflsir,

In their statements (gae Appendix T), they
gay that they were compalled to do hard worls
and that they were shackled and lodpad in bad
conditions, On the ship, they wers also pun-
ished. To make matters worss, on 18% April the
newspaper Standard publishes a telegram
from Ottawn, Canada, in which the Canadian
vessel Mosd 8 informs that, m her vovage
from Halifax to Bahin del Buen Sucess, she
witnessed how the British wrecked satlors were
obliged by the Argentine government to serve
in a Rescue Station,

After several notes and inguires between
Danadaand Argentina, the statements appeared
in the Standard were declared to be false. This
was endorsed by Captain Nickiel of the Maud §
wha, down with typhoid fever at that moment,
gtated, before m reporter for the Times, the
falzseness of what had been published.

O 12% June 1891, the British government
—after the inquires about the English sailors




FRIPHEECKS 1N LAFE HOEM

imprizoned in Bahia Buesso— declarss that
tha charges had no grounds and had stéemmed
from & misunderstanding.

An oral explanation was alse required to the
Ministerio do Guarra v Moarma (Mintastry of
War and Navy} about the proceedings of the
inguiry started becauge of the Sea Toller
wrackers’ action, on accoant of the difficulties
to get in touch bocanas of distanee.

Around that time, the Argentine govern.
ment, on the basiz of the inquiries carried oot
and aecording to the statemants of the peaple
imvalved, declared thet such accusations had
no ground and mformed about this to the re-
apective legations.

New ¥York: English fmgate salling from
Swansea to San Franeisco, Californis, carry-
ing ceal. On 20" April 1691, she wrecked be-
epuse of a cotnbination of a strong current,

stormy gley, and calm in the western area of

Afg Nuevo islands, northern part of 1ela delos
Estados

The forty wreckera weare rescied on the 21
by the German vesse]l Geitemberg, which was
paling from Blyth, Scotland, to Valparaiaa,

Ume of the wreckers died on board of the
iretiemberg, the rest ware left in San Juan de
Salvamento due to the fact that the vessel was
very short of supplies.

Technical data: ghe carded 2,750 tons of
coal, O 2,699 register tonnage, she was owned
by 'r!Jm firm Edward Bates & Sons from Liver-
poal,

It had been built by Caird & Co. of Greenock
m 1868 with an iron holl, Her measures weare:
langth 328, beam 40.2 and depth 33.5 (in feat),

She had originally belonged to . 0.1 Steam-
er Sister to Bremen, bought by Bates & Sons
arouwsd 1575 and mmproved. (Sea Breezes
magazing, n” 162, Vol XVII, Msy 1933. La
Anstralia Argentina, by Heberto J. Payrd,
Toma I1, Bs. As., 1908, P. 871.)

Crown af Haly; The English vessel Crown
of Italy run aground among the ledges of Cabe
San Diego, N E, part of Tierra del Fuege, along
the Le Maire SBtrait, on 23" December 1521,
Ehe was registered in Liverpool and carried
thirty-threa people counting the crew and the
passengers. She was bound for the Pacific (San
Francisco) with general cargo,

Belvw, the account of Captain Wade, Crown
af Ftaly’s second mate, excerpred from a lettar
sent to Captain Spadaccni:

"The Christmas T remember most was sre
when, as second pilet of the veasal from Liver-
pool, the 'Crown of [taly, we wrecked in Tiérra
del Fuego, on 237 November 1891, at 8 in the
evenmg. We boarded boats at 3 in the morning,

1zF

on Christmas eve, my boat and the captain's
arriving at the lighthouse of Cabo San Juan.

We made it in the afternoon; [arrived some
hours after the captain,

That was the first of the 83 days lost thers,
waiting for ourreacue, which arrived with HM.S.
‘Cleopatra,” which tock us to Prerto Stanley."

The frigate Crown of Italy and other
Crotens belonged to the Roabertson, Cruick-
Sank & Co. firm of Liverpool

On the basis of the different sources, the
lellowing sequence of events could be deter-
mined, Thy stoamar Golondrina, of the Sub-
prefecturs of Isla de los Estados, was anchored
in Bahis Thetig, around six miles away from
San Diago, and saw the Crows of Italy whan
elie had just steered stronght for land. Appar-
ently, the steamer did not dare take any mes-
sure to gave the crew gines the sea was rongh.

Somebody fram Golondrinag’s crew in-
formad that, in the emall heurs, wrappod in the
semi-darkness of the etrait, another ship that
apparently wanted to halp the wredkers ap-
pearnd, bt this could not be confirmead.

Two daye later, the Golondrina set eail
from Thetiz and sailed past the vessal, whose
deck wasg still above water a5 well as a boat on
the davits and with all sails set, The Subprefact
Don Julio Figoe wae aboard with several sail-
ars emptying the holds, taking advantape of
the low tide.

Some pagsengers from the steamer Uchua-
ta, which enterad in Pusrto Cook on 19 March,
went to Vancouwver port in the Soath of the
island by land crossing anisthmus of ahout 50
meterawide that separatesd the twobays. Thers
they found inscriptions on pisces of timber
frim wreckages the sea had washed ashore,

“Ship lost in Le Maire Strait — 28" Decem-
ber 1881 — Crown of Tialy- Crew laft Cook' for
‘SBan Juan de Salvamente’ —27* January
1892— Pray for ithem,”

They actually arrived in San Joan, whers
the Arpentineg potherities lodged them until
13* March, when they wers evacuated by the
frignte Cleopatra, with the flag of mother ship
of the HIM.S. squadron m the austral seas of
America, commeanded by Captain W. A Loog,
This frigate had entered the port of San Juan
by chance on T March and had found thirty-
three wrecked counbrymen to whom she left
enough victuals for several days. Besides, she
promised to rescue them after carrying out a
study aleng the Boagle Channelup to Ushuaa,
Bhe returned to port on 9 March and set sail
on 12% bound for Islas Malvinas, from where
they were repatriated later on, according te
their corrésponding destinations.
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Un her return trip (to Puerto Argentino},
the Cleopatra says that five of the wreckers
wire 1], maybe due to the fact that the lack of
food had made them sat sealion dead whals
mieat,

Cie of the wreckers, the sickest, found his
brother, who wae abodrd of the Cleopatra,

References: Bea Breezes magazine, VI,
August 1924, pp. 273 & 274, Algunos naulra-
giosocurridosen las costagchilenas( 1894,
pp. 670,671 &£ 672, Bea Breezes magaring n®
58, Volume V1, September 1524, p. 304

In Appondix 8, about the Crown of Ttaly,
you will find the trangeription of the acknowl-
edgemente received by the Mindstry of Foraign
Affaire,

Raferences: Ministerio de Helacioneés Exte-
riores ¥ Culto, Archive. Inglaterra; Diploméat-
ca v ronsular. Afo 1893, Caja 506, Legajon" b

Guy Mannering: Enghsh vasgel sailing fram
Sowth Shields ko Callas transporting coles and
coal She was lost in Pungtin Rackery in De-
camber 18032, Canses: fop, ealim, and trancher-
wiag currents

Louisza: The English cutber Lonian with a
3% regigtar tonnage and & crew of five men,
wrecked while leaving San Juan on 1* Febru-
ary 1893, [t was calm and the bde wasdhed har
on the cosst and she sunk in 30 fathome of
waker.

In Tierra del Fuego, Cortés had had to agk
for J.B. Potter, Captain of the Lowisa, vwned
by the Montt & Walles Grm and wrecked in
early February 1893, to be apprehended (1}, He
wais & 40-year-old blond man with s moustaches
who had washed gold on the coasts of the
igland, He was charged with taking the vessel
which later wrecksd and with having escaped
with the whole of her lesd to Malvinas;

Raferences; La Ausiralia Argentina, by
HobertoJ. Payrd. Be. As, 1908, TomoIL p. 371
(11 En la Isla del Fuego, by J, E. Belza, Tomo
II, p. 113. Archivo General de la Wacion, Min-
isterio del Interior. Afo 16893, Exp. 46800,

Amy: The Danish frgate Amy (1,399 regis-
ter tonnage) wrecked in the Western point af
Bahia Crossley on 8* July 189 while sailing
in ballast from Santos to Iquigue, A blizzard
and & mistake in dead reckoning made her
crash against the mentioned point. The cap-
tain and the ninsteen men of the crew saved
their lives,

She had put to sea in Southampton and, on
hver way to Iquigque, she had to load a saltpeter
CAYRD.

References: (1) “Algunas nmhrﬁ:::un‘rdm on |os costos chilenas”, by Franciscs Vidal Gomaz (1901), p. 7100
Lo Ausirabo Argenling”, by Ro
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The transport Villarine of the Argentine
povernment rescoed the wreckers and took
them to Buenos Aires’.

Caleuta: English vessal heading for Lon-
don with a manurs cargo. Her hull was opaned
oo the high seas and she was sbandoned at 20
miles SE of Cabo San Juan on 17* September
1856,

Esmeralda: Barque with German flag. Ehe
had three masts and was aailing from Antwerp
toTaleshoanowith 1 400 tons of ganeralcarpo.
Ehe wrecked due to a mistaks in dead reckon-
ing, a cloudy sky, calm, and a currant betwreen
Puerto Hoppner and Cabo San Antonio on 11%
April 1897, Tha saventeen members of the crow
managed to save themealves

The captain of the Esmeraldn, with the
help of & boat of ths Bubprefectures of San Juan
do Salvaments, bried to recover part of the
gargo, but hevauld not round Cabo Colnatt. On
the following day, on 14" April, a swift aailer
girt aail with an aggiztant of the Subprefecturs;
Micanor Ferndndes; the serond boatewsin [ssac
Jobigen, petty officer Morgan snd five sailors
together with the first pilot of the Esmeralde.
Aboard the wreckers" lifelaunch, commanded
by assistant Carlos Larrayan, were first boat-
swain Carlos Andred and eight sailors and, &=
passengers, the Eameralda's captain and see-
ond pilet

In the morning of the 15", it was rainy with
NE freshening wind and avery rough sea, But,
taking advantage of the low tide, they set off
from the Subprefecture at 8.30 —thay had to
row because there was head wind—and sailed
until they were opposite the inlet La Nacién,
They hoisted sazils and made for cape Four-
naawx; the other boat left & guarter of an hour
later.

The =en was steel very rough o, alter em-
barking waber n Foumeaux, they decided 1o
sinil off the coast and pass between the two
large islands of Afio Nuevo, the second boat did
practically the same and then headed for Poer-
to Cook.

After leaving the islands behind, they ar-
rived at Puerto Hopprer very gquickly. The
pasging hetween these islands is always diffi-
cult beceose there is a strong current. They
arrived in the afternoon ond, on disembarking,
they made a makeshift anchor ring with the
kedpe and & forty-fathem rope. Then, they
made a fire and ate something. At sunset, the
wind and tho sea calmed down. Then, they
want to sleep while waiting Tor the other boat.

1, Payré, Bs. &, P90, Tomo H, p. 371,
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The cold, the seaking, snd the rats thal infest-
ed the islend made the night endless,

(n the following day, and althiuigh the oth-
&r boat had not arrived, they took advantago of
the calm sea to bpard the Exmeroslda and look
for supplies as thay hed run oot of them, By
gaven in the morning, they were sailing toward
the vessal, which was thres miles away tilted
o pert and swinging to a fro as if on 4o axis,

“While the pilot and one of the sailors were
fetching the supplies needed from the pantry,
fire was made in the kitchen, petty officer
Morgan started Lo prepars the meal while we
weare taking down three sails to make tenks for
the camp and put them on the boat and
agnother we had managed to lawnch with all the
Captain's and pilots’ luggage, some supphies
and preserves, bgoor bottles, ete In the cham-
ber, water wasupte our koees andin the pilots’
cabin and in the pantry, both on port, it was
aver our waist..,”

After having something to eat, they boarded
the bonts and sailed back to the camp. At that
moment, the assidtant’s boat —with which
they had lost contact— nrrived. The wrockers
spid they had spent the night in Puerto Afio
Nueva.

Inthe evening, witheails, trunks and brangh.
g&, they built some tents that provided shelter
from the continuous freezing rain

Given the fact that the saa was very rough,
it was impossible to spproach the veessl on the
174 on the 18" tha captain could recover all
hig papers, which were under lack and key.

O the following day, the 19, paints, brush-
ex, tacklos, Moeks, ste. could be recovered, On
the 20, things went worge: “In the ram, we
went for the veesal from whire we Look some
pieees of eanvag, bwo barrals, dishos, and iron
copa, and other various articles that liktle by
little we were loading on the hoats or piling on
tha deck for people; suddenly, & swell from the
north came and sterted to break viclently an
the shore where the 'Ezmeralds’ was beached.
T ardered to load ns many things as poeeible in
arder to laswve for the port immediataly.”

The Esmeralda started to creak, the deck
split at the mouth of the mam hateh, very near
the mast, while the waves roge the bow: =.. the
mizzen and man trucks wers approaching us
threateningly. The main mast, made of iron,
eestnad to be about to collapse [..] we aban-
doned everything to run to the boats and go
away from the vessel. But the seawas so rough
that it took us almoest an hour to leave the
breaking water to head for Hoppner...”

Twa days after abandoning the remasing of
the Ksmeraldo, they manaped to arrive in

(1]

San Juan *We hnd bean working for nine days
in the opan air short of food and sxpesed every
minute and we could not save nothing but a
tuneh of Rlmost worthless thingsin spite of the
gond condition of the wrecked ghip [..] with a
small sbedmer, and m lass than a fortnight, T
am gure wa would have saved all the cprgo the
same as that of meny sther ships that bave not
been regeued on the island..."

La Australia Argemtina, by Roberto J.
Payrd. Temo 11 Bs. As., 1908, Pp. 372 to 375,
Guardacostas, 100" Anniversary of the foun-
dation of the Subprefecture on Isla d& lus Esta-
dos, Arpgentina Austral, by Adridn de
Gerlachs, Tome 111 La Isla de los Estados v
las Bhetland del Bur {a selection of texts, p
513), 1929/68.

Eagle: English barque, The exact date of
the shipwreck is unknown, She is known to be
lost thanks to references. She wrecked at the
weatern entrance of Bahias Crosslay.

Capricorn: On 21" February 1888, Manue!
Carrerss’ whaeler, of the scheoner Jucherfe-
Hghiu from Malvings, found the Engliah ves-
gal Capricorn in the externsl anchormg place
of San John (San Juan| port, which was inneed
of help becausa of the self-combustion of the
eonl earga,

The vesael had lost her anchors and i€ was
thanks to Manuel Carreraa that she was taken
to the bottom of the port, whers she was tied to
put the fire out. Carreras and Captain Ress, of
the Enplish vessel, agreed the following: Car-
reras would offer his schooner to transpart the
wrackad crow to Mabrings and ke would be
given & 45 per cant of the value of the poods
rescued, ncluding the vessel that had been
raised and tied on land, if this was nseful for
BETVILE,

Baye Giacomo Bowve: "Pledrabuens and 1
ignored what had happamed; we would have
not allewed help to be sold in Argentine watera
ondersuch onarois agresment and we cnly got
to know aboot it when I vigited San John port.
The secand mats, from the Capricorn, whohad
stayed to watch the vessal abandoned by Cap-
tadn Thomas and most of the erew, told me that
the fire had broken owt on board on the out-
gkirts of Cape Haorn and that as soon as thishad
happened, he had ordered to make for Mahn-
mlﬂl
“NE winds prevented the vessel from touch-
g the ielands so, with an actual repulsionon
the part of the captain and the crew, the arder
to head for Tsla de tos Estados was given and
carried out...”

Maote: The account mentions Captain Ressin
the first place and, below, the first or last name
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Thomas 18 added; no more specific details have
bean discoversd for the Hme baing,

Biblicgraphy: Expadicidn Argentina alas
Tierrasy Mares Ausirales dela Hepiblica
Argenting, by Giacomo Bove, P. 32 Tnder the
puidance of the Instituts Gesgrafico Argonki-
no, Be. A=, 1B23

Gulf of Aden: March 1880 The English
steam biner sunk near Cabo Tres Montes on
19% March 1839, Only thirteen paople out of
the eighty on board saved their lives. The rest
died in the sinking or were lost on the boats.

Fervaal: The transport I de Moyo of the
Argenting Navy was bound for Puerto Cook
{Igla de los Estados) when, on having seen
gmoke on the cliffe West of Cabo Fournesux,
ghe approached the shore. Then, she could sue
that there wers wreckers asking far help.

Bad weather prevented her [rvm lapping at
thatmoment, but she made the wreckers know
that they had been seen and went on aailing for
the port. Soon after this, the vessel returned to
the mentioned place and threw a boat ten
maters away from the shore and, by meansof a
rope, ong of the wreckers that were on land,
guffering an intense cold with no tents and oo
shelter, managed to get on boeard.

The rescued man turned out to be the cap-
tain of the French frigate Ferpool, Bautista
Dubedat, who had wrecked some days balore
with the crew wnder his command and run
gshore in Bahia False Cool,

Om the following morming, ths transport
approached up to some 1,500 m from the coast
and, after u preat effort, given the high-ewell-
ing soa and the strong breaking water on the
shore ledges, they managed to embark the rest
of the wreckers —who were in a pitihul condi-
tion because of cold and bunper— oo two boats,

The wreckage: The ship had run againstthe
coast due to a faulty rodder that prevented a
good steering. Then, currents ond & storm took
her to the coast of Bahia Faler Caok, in whese
ledgee she struck in the small hours of the 31
July 1901 at 1 am.

The Fervaal was an iron frigate of 2,300
register tannage builtin Saint Naraire in LRSS,
Bha had sel sail feome El Havre on 1% June
carrying 3,600 tons of cement.

Two men of the crew died in the wreckage
dus tix the intense eold. The Captain gave his
thanks and also on behslf of his government
for the help offered by tha transpart 1" de
Muayo of the Argentine Navy, her commander,
her second, her physician and the rest of the
staff.

Biblisgraphy: Cabos Sueltos de Historia
Patagdnica, by Carlos Borgialli, publishad by
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Argentina Austral, Tome ITT, 1929-68. F. 136
(1942)

Mumncaster Castle: English frigata. She
wracked on the Ano Nuevo islands on 20" May
1901. Bame wreckers looked for shelter in Pu-
ertn Coolk, The rest was rescued by officers of
the Wavy (Marine Corps.) assigned in the port.

This frigate had set sail from Port Falbot
{Iralandjon 18% March bound for Iguigque (Peru
at that tmel. She wasg carrying oal. Com-
manded by Captain John Henderson, she ook
twanty-ning people in the crew, Everybody was
saved. The ship and the cargs were loat,

Astree. The commandsr of the Tansport
Chooo of the Argentine Navy, Lisutenant Juan
I. Peffabet, in a telegr am from Poerto de Como-
daro Rivadavia, dated an 12* November 1907,
addreszad to the Secratary of the Navy reports:
=1 embarked 24 wreckers from the French
frigata 'Astres’ in Puerto Cook; this shap loaded
with coal was sailing from Newcastle to Wal-
pareise and was sbandoned by bhe crew be-
twesn Cabo Fourneaux and Cabo San Juan on
&" October because of a fire that had broken in
the load 8 days befare and had not been able to
stand neither the tamperatore on board nor the
explosions and gasas that gave off any longer.”

“Fgur boats were used to abandon the ves-
gel; two of them arrived in San Juan de Balva-
mento with the captain, the first and second
pilots and ten sailors; a third boat run on the
coast on her way to the lighthouse and eleven
men dizembarked.”

*The fourth boat with six sailers, the elothes
of the whole crew, and provisiong could not
reach land, sa it is supposed that some sailing
ship reseusd tham™

Roferences: Argentina Austral, p. 136,
1942 Cabos sueltos de Historia Patagoni-
ea, by Carlos Borgialli

Prussia; American barque. Bhe wrecked on
Isla da loe Estados on 19" June 1907, Her crew
wasrescuad by the little steamer Oreste, owned
by Mr. Grands.

Indore or ¥ndores: English veissel, She
was gold to Eyre Evans, from Liverpool, in
1886, Wracked don the copsts of Isla de los
Estados while sniling fram Hamburg te San
Franciseo on 23" July 1907. Four membars of
the crew diad: tha rest was rescusd by the
Oreste, owned by Mr. Grandi. Built in 1888,
her hull is made of iron. With 2,088 register
tonnage, her measures in fieet are: length 2798,
beam 40.7; depth 24.6.

Builder: Richardaon, Duck, Stockton

Mote: Tn other reports, she is mentioned
under the name of ¥mdores. As place and date
agree, wi congider her to he the same ship.
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Heferences: Bea Breezes magnuma (1524),

Suwarilda: Wracked on 28% Mareh 1910,
Captain Alberto J. Paine. He was travelling
with hiz wife on their hongymoeon, The veseal
gtruck the rocks of Izla Afio Noevs, Thoy both
died and were buried in the comatery of Puarto
Cook.

Tekla: German ship, July 1911 She wreeked
pnd was completely lost in the Le Maire Strait
on 9 July 1911, Ten members of the crew diad
in the accident. The survivors were rescusd by
g steamer from Punta Arenas (Chile),

Yess: According to the meports of Captein
Davies, the Capricorn's socond, the Yess was
lost on Talps de Afio Muev in 1E30, She was &
greatiron vessel of 2,000 register tonnage and
on her last voyage she was bound Tor Valparad-
50, to where she was carrying coal and spiritu-
s beverages:

Heferences: Expedicidn Argentina a las
Tierras ¥ Mares Australes de la Repidhblica
Arpenting, by Giacoma Bove, under the guid-
pnce of the Instituto Geogra-
five Argenting, Be As,, p. 31

Rescue: & ship stranded
ninemiles southof CabeSan
Antonit, Isla de les Batados,
inJune 1878, The vessel car-
ried timber, the crew's fate
remaing unknown,

Peninsula Mitre,
Atlantic Coast

Purisima Concepcidn:
Bpanishvesselwhich wrecked
m Caleta Falsa in January
17568. The San José de fas
Animaswashalttosol back
to Bamos Aires, The place
was named Puerte Conso-
lacidin and it is the first ship-
yard of the region and here
tha firat maaa in l=las Grands
de Tierra del Fuego was cele-
hratied.

Apparently, she carried
the money to pay to the Alts
Perg army. A lot of stories
hiave been told ebout this and
#ven companies were estab-
lished with the aim of rascu-
ing the *treasure.” The last
oine was Peciog S KL that,
headed by Javier Curra Do-
natl, worked in the place up
to July 1898,

It is thought that the
wrackspe gite is on the out-

Cement barrels ot Puarie Donaba, Penlnsula Mitre. A Farlat or o yord?
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sitirts of Calata Falsa, naar the river Policarpo.
Thie story is full of mystery. The journal of the
wrackage, which is transcribed in Appendix 4,
iz inkeresting to read. The histovian Hatte took
it from the omginal, which is kept in the Archi-
va (eneral de Indias, m Saville,

Wa beheve this 12 the first time this 15 pub-
lighed, Therefors, 1t has the value of the au-
thentic and ghows ue, with no digtortions, the
Iifie led by thess wreokers who survivaed Lo tell
their story.

Sealervesgel: Mr. Brishana's and Mr. Bray's
sealer ghip wrecked in the surroundings of
Caleta Policarpo (58" 30 B} in February 1830,
Tha ship had been washed sehore by & north-
e storm while her rew wes engaged in sea
livn hunting in the serroundings of Caleta
Palicarpo. Therewars thirty armed hands, Mr.
Brisbane had already wrecked on Georgies
amd, with the remains of the shipwreck and the
woad carried aboard for fixing or bailding whal-
era or laumches, he built one that mada it
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possible for him to sail up to Montevideo wath
hiz mates, The only toosls availshle were an
adze and saws

On that ecdagion, they alss builk & Iaunch
with the remams and, en May 1%, they conld
pat to sea and b Brrive —weakening— in
Malvinas on May 7%, The aceount of the wrack-
ape 15 onder “A Wrecker in that Region "

Dy, Hangen; This German frigate wrecksin
Caleta Falea, Perdnaula Mitre, in October 1874
The crew it reseued by Don Luis Pisdra Buena.
During thesa operations, the cutter Loisita is
feft high and dry and, dus to the waves, she
gtarts to strike against the rocks And she
almost wrecksd too. In Appendix 5, we Eran-
geribe Luis Piedra Posna's journal, whers he
explaing how he repmuad tho wreckers. This
aceount is ensugh to demonstrate that he was
a man suparior to he peers.

Duchess of Albany: English elipper. She
wracked near Caleta Policarpe due to fog, s
ealm, and traschersus currents on July 13"
1593 at 4 3. m_The placeis about 30D meters SE
of rivar Lz (latitude 54° 38° 8, longitude 65° 3T
West), This location was not determined with
General Posttion Svatem (GPS), (Ses Appendix
& for further detaile from the stodies carried
aul by Don Oscar Pablo Zancla).

Andrina: Four-masted vesse] budlt by Oew-
ala Mordaun and Company in Seuthamipton in
1885, She wreched n Calets Policarpo whila

- :;-'_' .
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gallmg south. She carried general esrgo, ce-
mant in barrels, and prussie scid. She wrecked
becauge of s etvong NW wind while sailing from
Antwerp to San Franeiseo in the summer of
1894,

Theerew had tostay on board Tor gome days
until the weather improved and they could
disembark on their boats. Ascording to the
account of one of the hands of the crew, waves
of B0 feet hiph broke on the eoast: They stayed
there building a precarions shelter and recov-
aring part of the cargo.

After nineteen vears of shandonment and it
fhe marey of the e, & TaseUe COMpPANLY MEAD-
nged to get her afloat, Anchors, ropes, and
capstans wers used to move it They also took
nitrate, which wassold at UHS 40,000, fram the
holds. It is belioved that they erected what is
lkknown as “fortin de puesto Donata”™ (Donate's
post fortlet] oeing the cement in her holds,
which had bean hardenad by seawater.

Tha motive to undertake such an operation
wiak simple; during WWL, subimarines used to
sond Lo the bottem more hulls than the ones
that could be. built, This vesgel was taken to
Punta Arenas, renamed under Afefendrine,
and then togged up to New York, She arrived
with Chilean flag and was sold for one million
dellars in the summer of 1818,
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Thia speration makea it clear how strong the
hulls of theas ships wers.

Coloradeo: English vesssl lost in Caba San
Vicante (Peninauls Mitra)on 5% July 1887 at 8
p.m. She was sailing from Hull bound for Yal-
paraiso with a coal cargo. The accident took
place when she struchk tha ledge of the cape and
sntared Bahis Thetis

She ie & bark-riggad vessal with a combined
hull iwooden and iron} and English flag. Built
in Dumbarton, in 1866, by McMillan and Sons,
shewas bought by Donaldson Bros. and regis-
tered n Glasgow, She was of 526 net tons and
her moasures in Feet wors 15282 23.1x 17,5,

Thenks to the fact tiat the Merenrio res-
cuad her, it i& known that this vassel was
abandsned the followmg disr when her holds
ware flepded. The officecs and the crew, fiftaan
men in all, erossed the Le Mare Strast on fwo
bonats trying to rench the hghthiuze of San
Juan, But they touched land in Franllin bay
[zouthwest extreme of Isla de los Estados] on
29 July. The captain (James) and sight men
startad to cross the island on foofin an sttempt
toreach the hghthouse in point San Jusn, They
willked for seven days, bat they did not arrive
The coole died during this trek, On 16" August,
they arrived m Cabo San Antonda, where they
staved with the sarvivoers of the Dunskeng un il
they wers rescaed on the 192, They kept them-
selves-alive thanks to the cocoa they had taken

Cme of the Colorade’s boats (the second)
disappeared. Tt was commanded by first mate
J. A, Spark and the crew was made up of Frank
Bunguist, Jan Werkamy, Peter Petersen, Pe-
ter Jansen, and T, Thompson. & black man, the
stewrard, died.

Infermation provided by the Maritime Infor-
mation Centre of the Noatronal Maritime Muse-
um of Greenwich, Londen (SEL02NF, UK and
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by the Archivo General de la Nacifa, Minizterio
del Intenor, Expedientes 6538 and TO00.

Cérdova: The English vessol, sailing from
Cardiff to Coguimbs, wrécked in Cabo San
Diega (Bahia Thetiz, Peninzula Mitre) on 269
July 1888 She was dragged by & currant in a
ealm day. The erew saved their lives: the cap-
tain and four hands stayed in Bahia Thetie: the
regt looked for the ighthouse of San Juan do
Halvamanta,

Arcording tothe Lloyd's Repgister of Ship-
ping, har offizial register numbsr wag 45377,
Shewasan iron-hulled English vessel, Built by
Rachardson, Ducle/Co. in Stockholm m 1E&2,
ehe was bought by Parry Jones and Co.. and
ropistared m Liverpool, Master Jones was her
captam. Her measures were: 521 net register
tonnage; langth 1621 feet; beam 272 feet; and
depth 17,7 fest

The prece of news about her logs appencad m
the Loyd’s Weeldy Shipping Index, Friday
Sept. 14, 18838,

Potagones; Argentine cutter that ased to
balongto the [Mvisidn Expedicionaria del Atlan-
tico Sur (South Atlentic Expeditionary Di-
sion) and wregked in Bahia Buen Sucese on the
La Maire Strait in 1892, Her remains can eLill
be seon at the mouth of the mver, south of the
post (Belza 1T, p. 110), The gevernment autho-
rized her breaking up on 24% January 1393,

Glen Cairn or (Hencaird: 1z she a single
vessel or two different ones? Accounts show
date which disagrees as regards the number of
gurvivors and their sex, This points to two
different vessels. The promimity of the dates
calls one's attention. But there is snother fact
—the mentioning of the post of Pusrte Cook
and & priscmers cscape when, in 1203, the
Prison and the Subprefecturs had been closed

down,

F {,'
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Corlos Digilate cnd shipwreck remeins of Cobo San
| crnle
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The followning 18 part of the account of Lucas
Bridges' experiences during his stay in estan-
ria Viamonte, on the Atlantic coast of Tierra
del Fuego (near Hio Grande}, in 1907.

"In late July 1907, [ weleomed unexpected
visitors in my shelter in the Opas' land. For
almost 15 days, a strong northeastarn wind
blew sccompanied by rain and, although it
evantually died down, the Atlantic was stll
vary raugh and fog and rain pargistad.”

"*Oneafternoonin Viamonts soon afber oo,
thehigh figure of the Indian Chalshoat wrapped
in gling appaared in the fog; two ragged whita
e followead him, one of Hham of an esteasedi-
HAKY ARpeArance.”

"Thay were wrecked aailors; their accant
rirvaled their Ieish pneestey aod thy waes Fram
Donegal Bay, a8 mipged coast were atrong sail-
ors-are brought up.”

“Une of them produced papers that showad
thathewas the second pilot of a large ship, the
"Glen Cairn,’ and his name wos Mislson”

“Ha told me that the ‘Glen Cairn’ had lest
har ooursa owing to thalong: lasting bad weath-
er ond struck on a reef near the Policarpo inlat,
Wzt of Cabo Ban Diege. Thevessél managed to
take horzall out from the rocls, butshemads a
Tot. of water, The copst being in sight, the

Peninsulo Mitra.
Shellars made ow
of shi £ ane
hald fics. Timber
trom the F'ﬂr;ih'nu
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capiain headad NW untl be anchored near
Cabo San Pablo.”

"They launched three of the boats, bot one of
them went down and two sailers got drowned,
The rest —23 men, 2 women and the captain's
15-month little son— disembarked easily and
were assisted by a groop of Onse hesded by our
imend Halimink "

*Miclson's mabe was 11 4 very bad conditaon;
Nialgen hemeell had egora ﬁm‘l.l:l-wl:ng to guch an
strenusus wall.”

“1 decided to write to Punts Arsnas asking
for a regeus ship; T entrusted the message th an
Diaa bt taloe 1t to Me Inch 1 Ris Grande; he
wonld take it to the Chilean satahlishment in
Porvenir and, from that place and across the
Magellan Strait, to Punty Avenas”

"Provided sverything went smosothly, the
reseue ship conld arrve at RioGrandes m abouk
ten days: The palot was afratd that the captamn,
owing bo their delay, decided to go on looking
for help. Ponorly fitted and with the rgors of
winter, death was sure, g0 I decided to go after
him."

"With thres yvoung Onas and & troop of tame
horses and all the saddlas I could gather, | sat
off in apite of the heavy rain.”

"Omn the following day, rain had stopped and
it was sunny when we arrived at the wreckers’
eamp.”

*Captain Michol was a viporous men, with
an brisk expression; he musthave been af least
115 kilos; his wife was a beautiful little woman
from Seotland. The other lady in the group was
Mrs, Perry, the steward's wife,”

"After deciding our return to Majmishk on
the following morning, the Oaptain told me his
story

After abandoning the *Glen Cairn” on the
boats, they had sailed along the coast heading
NW, descrying woady rocky terrain and hills
on the shore through the fog, finding it Impres-
gible to disembark duae to the hoge breaking
waters. In that ares, the rocky berrain advanc-
5 intn the waters in such a way that, in some
places, the sea breaks about & mile away from
the cliffs.

Ini the end, they saw a place where thera was
nobreaking and the water seemed te be deeper
and they could also see a emoke column that
they interpreted as a signal {Hahmink’s)

After some moments of doubk they could
reach & backwater whare Halimank was wail-
ing for them next fo the firg he had made, He
hadhad the brilliantides of dregzing himesliin
civilizad clothes so thet wreckers were not
scared with his guanaco skin cloak and he had
erdered the rest of the Indians to remain hid-
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den behind the rocks. They started to appear
Iittle by hitle so that nobady, especially wom-
g, Ware Seared.

Bome of the Indiand had learat Spanish
iHalimink among them), bot nobady could
spealk English so they decided to send Niglaon
with agailor and Chalshoat as a goide to find
help

IFn attracting them to the only place on the
poant they could disembark and in tabong them

: Qﬂ. ‘ _, “

[Hm.llilrhg Fn:lr |:.|;I,|||:|r|:|m o n'hI::-:ul

BdﬁML&ﬂhnhﬂuyd:uﬂm&dml?mmmdmﬂum

13

unider his protection, Halimink had undoubt-
adly saved their livea without thinking of any
reward..,™

Below, theraspart of a télegram sent by the
comengnder of the transport Choce of the Ar-
genting Mavy, Licutenant Juan 1. Peffabet
Dated 12* November 1807 in the port of Como-
dore Rivadavia and addressad to the Séeretary
of tha Navy, the document relates the rescuing
of wrackers,

"In Puerte Cook, T embarkod
three wreckars from the Englich
frigata ‘Glencsird,” which was
loaded with general carge and
was smling from Neweastls to
Ban Franceco, California. She
run pzhers on Isloa de leg Esta-
dos, in Margaret port; only the
boptawain and two sailors gaved
their lives; the captain, twa pi-
lots and 28 hands died. These
thrae wreckers were taken by &
boat from the stationary of Pusr-
to Cook after having staved on
the rocks for tem deys. Thess
wreckers, together with the
French frigate Astree’s, wars
ledged in Cook stationary until
the arrival of this transport.”

*These hands spent 40 days
living on mussels until they were
restued by a boat from the mili-
Lary prison of Isla de los Estados,
which was after some prisoners

that had escaped,”

Obscure Points

According to the first account,
twenty-three men, bwe women,
and the captain’s son were saved;
and two sailors died. This peints
to a total of bwenty-eight hands.
In the second, it is said that the
captain, bwo pilots, and bwrenby-
gight honds died; end it adds
that only three men sacvived —
o total of thirty-fove people.

It could be thought that the
eaaptain ahandons the vessel, as-
sumes that two sailers ave dead
bocause he has no news from
them and disembarks on Tierra
del Fuego while bwosailors and
boatswain stay on board of the
Glen Cairn or Glencaird until
she runs aground on Isla de los
Eetados. God knows what really
happenad,
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The comment on the escape from Poarto
Cook 16 very strange given that there wers
neither prisoners nor prison any longer there.

Hibliography: Bl altimo confin de Ia
Tierra, by Lucas Bradges, pp. 472 to 475, Cap.
XLNVT (1847), Cabos Sueltos en Ia Historia
Patagonica, by Carlos Borgialle, po 136
Published by Argentina Austral (1942]

General Clarette or General de Charette:
The three-masted General de Chareite was
launiched from the shipyards of the Laoire, in
Mantes, on 5 May 1888, His owner was Mon-
gieur Ledn Guillén, This vessel was very simi-
lar to the Me Mahon, which had been recently
launched by the same shipyard. At that bome,
cargo ghips —for some called fogates, chppérs
or barks—had specificbulding patterns. They
could correspend ko bypes A, B, or , There were
composite ships and just a few escaped from
this sort of mags production, at least in esch
particular shipyard

This vessel had a ghort life: the General de
Charette kad set gail from Swansea bound for
San Francizes inJuly 1800, 0o 270 Baptembar,
the Bhipping Gazete received a talegram
dated 260 informing that the vessel had bouched
arock on the Le Maire Strait and wrecked The
gecond and & sailor had disappeared and the
rest of the crew had disambarked m Punta
Arenas.

Tha telegram was net complately precise: on
September 2, Captain Henry Behel was enter-
ing Le Maire Strait and waiting for favorabls
weather to haad for Cape Hamn, bt the com-
plota calm, on the ons hand, and the strong
eurrents, on the other, dragged the vessal to-
ward Cabo Buen Suceso Unfortunately, she
touelied the rocks of Cabo Buen Suceso (when
leaving Le Maire Strait) with a blizzard, a
blanket of storm clouds, and strong Western
windblasts on 3" September 1900 at 4.20 at
daybreal.

On saen that the loss of the vessel was
inevitable, the captain tried to save the crew by
ardering them te embark a beat while provi-
sions were boarded on the rest of the boats,

During thig operation, and while he was
tryving to embark, second lieutenant M. Al-
fred Le Chauve was croshed by the boat and
died, Atthe same time, asecond boat was lost
and sailor José Kerdrono was washed away
from it, The sea broke the third boat: only a
dinghy was laft and the ship was borming
uninhabitable...

After many efforts, they managed to reach
land and set up a swifter (Iifeline} by means of
the only vessel rescued, which made it possible
for twenty-four wreckers to be saveod.
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Of the provisions embarked on the boaks,
nething could be recovered —eonly bero suckling
pigs and berenty-twn hena Neither victuals nor
pipers or valuahles could be reseusd. The vee-
s&] was abandoned and the crew decided tfo
head for Punta Arenas.

Walk acruvss Peninsula Mitre

They set ouk through & word covered wath
sopw 80 Ehey found themselves sunk in 1t up to
theirwaigts; they also gethurt and end up half
frozen. The lack of food made things worse
They decided to walk along the coast taking
advantapge ol the low tidé, and lived on shellfish
and sea lion meat they could hont by chance,

After a hard gaven-day walk, they arrived in
Bahiz Thetiz on 10" September and found
tlodging for the night in the sbandoned houzes
of the Argentine Subprefecturs.

Do the following morning, they made for
Cabe San Vicankbe, where thay found o native
who supggestad that they should return to The-
tis Bay. Aftar prvang him a letter and asking
him topromise ba hand it overon the coast, thay
returnad Eo the by,

The Resoue

Iri thoge days, the Chilean steamar Elena
had east anchor in Calsta Falsa Peninsuls
Mitre, on Tierra del Fueps. On the 11% Cap-
tain J. Leoni, accompanied by accountant To-
bizs Adams and satlor H. Owespord, went on g
short trip by land and penetrated the meun-
tmin to hunt, then thoy decided to head for
Bahia Thetis, On their way, on 11" September
at T.30 in the aftérnoon, they saw the fire that
was hestng the wreckers.

On the 12*, ths wreckers went to Caleta
Falga and were assisted on board of the steam-
gr Elena, (nthe 14*® they put togea for Punta
Arenns

The steamer had to call at Ushuaia. At that
moment, the governor welcomed the wreckers
and gave them some clothes and other basic
commadities. On the 19", at 2in the morning,
they anchorad in Punta Arenas.

The French consularagent, Juan Blanchard,
immediately took charge of the wreckers and
gave them clothes and accommadation,

The following survived: Captain Henry
Rdhel, first mate Louis Joasson, second lisu-
tenant Liouis Pierre Chalimel, boatswain Marin
Lis Bars, shipkeeper Lourant Urvai, fitter Ledn
Gourdin, cook (Miver Ooto, joiner Garrec Pierre,
and gixteen sailors.

A telegram from Montevideo [Urupuay] re-
ported that the wreckers had called out that
port on 9% October aboard the English steamer
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frrigse bound for France. It also added that
thay weare very grateful that the Chilean au-
theritios had treated them well. .

Technical Data

Thi General de Charefte was & typs A
veesel one of those built between 1837 pnd
1809, Her dimensions were: length 79.54 m;
boam 1226 mi; notch 7.29 m; careening dapth
65942 m. Thess ships hed a 3,100 tonnage,
about 2,297 gross cargs tonnage and 1,731 net
carge tonnage, and were of the thres-masted
coffer type. The first one was launched on 5
April 1888 and the last one on 27" Juns 1899,

This had aset of aails eurface of 2.63 1 sguare
mittars and & stay of 6,200 m.

Bibliography: Tierra del Fuego, by Juan
Hilaritn Lenzi ip. 236). Les Derniers grands
vailiers, Histoire des longeourrisrs Nantes
from 1893 to 1931, by Lowis Lagrmx (pp. 382
and 3831, Nanfragios ocurridosen lascosias
chilenas, by Don Franosco Vidal Gormas
(1894), pp. 806, 80T, and 808,

Sinking date: 3™ September 1900,

Place: Buen Suceso, Tierra del Fuego

General Claretie, in the book Tierra del
Fuego, by Juan Hilarion Lengi, P. 235,

reneral Clareite, in Naolragios oourri-
dosen las costas chilenas, by Don Francisoo
Vidal Gormaz; 1901; pp. &0, BOT, and 808

GGeneral de Charetie, in tha Frunch book
Les derniers grands voiliers, Historie des
long courries Nantes, from 15893 to 1931, by
Liouis Lacromc

This last one offers the astual name of the
ghip and gives relerences of her smking, apart
from specific data abeut her building and
launching. On the sther hand, this book iz the
only French reference,

Toring, Argentine ateamer that wrecked in
Oaleta Falgain Septamber 1900, Shewas owned
by the Salesian order and was used for the
migaions of Bio Grande, Isla Dawson, and Pun-
fa Avenas.

According to informetion provided by father
Juan Tic, from Rio Grande, she waa built in
Italy and was used as a cargo ship on the Po
river

Monsefior Fagnans bought it for sixty thoo-
sand pesos with the help of the shipownar, Dion
Maximo Gilli (Erom Turin and settled down in
Magallanes)who, consequently, bacame a part-
ner of the erdes.

Displacing 160 tons, she waa fitted with twro
45 HF engines. She arvived in Punta Arenas on
17 July 1804 with thirteen hands under the
English Wilsen. Apparently, the matriculate
wag changed in 13986,

ar
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Peninizula Milrs, Menumenl to Fia Leal Secman, This is
all thot remaims of B tron clipeer 'Ducheas of Albany.”
The remalns ore scaftersd in small gheces.

Transport Piedra Buena: Former motor
gunboat Parand. She was the flag-ship of the
Divisidin Expadicionaria al Atléntico Sur [South
Atlantic Expeditionary Dhivision] under Colo-
nel Don Auguste Lasserre, In Outober 1854,
they arrived at the bay of Ushuaia after start-
ing the lighthooge at San Juan de Balvamenic
on Isla de los Estades. This island was visited
by seamen more frequently than the Beagle
ares Onee gut of duty (1900), she was remod-
£led to gerve as & transport and she did so for
several vears along the Patagonic shores. She
was longed by sverybody because she usad to
bring fresh victoels, newspapers, mail, medi-
cines, and new settlers. At Caleta 1o Mision,
near Rio Grande, she touched the ledges on
several occasions and, the lnst time, she wrecled
there (1926). Built in England, her sister-ahip
wat the corvette Uruguay, which had an out-
standing performance in Antarctice, and now-
adays is a musewmn ship atichored in Puerts
Madero, Busnos Aires,

Her megsures are: length 43.36 m; beam
7.68 m; depth 5.40 m; draft 3.6, Diaplacing 5560
tong, she carried four T-inch chasers on iron
pun-carriages; one situated in front of the fun-
nel, andther behind it, and the other two on
both sides on the moorings,

The coal hold could earsy 80 tons. The 75 HP
ofher angine mada her develop a top speed of 10
Enots, Shewas purchased in 1873 by president
Dominge Fausting Sarmiento.

Bahis de Buen Buoeso

The first reparter to vigit Ushuaia and tha
Baggle Channel down to Isls de los Estados
made pbriefcomment worth reproducing. This
journalist from Cérdoba leaves Buanos Aireain
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Saptember 1891 on a trip with Govarnor D,
Coméro. They travel on the same ship as &
young mian that belongs to & well-off family
from Buenos Aires who has been sent to San
Juan in punishment and for regeneration. Not
intending it, ke becomes one of the protagoe-
nigts of Mila in tho book Wowvela del Mar, by
Olaescoches.

From the beginning, the author shows how
difficult it is to arrive in the region. From
Buenog Adres, he has bo creas to Mon teviden on
board of the Rio Porand and, once there, he
boards the transstlantic Liguria, which takes
him to Punta Arvenas, There, he kas to wait for
the National Transport Ushooie. AL thatvery
moment, 85 Byzaguirre relates, "T'raders and
villagers of Rie Gallegos, Territorio de Santa
Criz, Ushuaia, and from all the Fusgien terri-
tory obtain supplies thore [..] for the me
being it 15 the cunpulsory capital of South
Patagonia and Tierra del Fuego,” A sad reality
in those days.

This short narration gives us an idea ol what
was life like at the subprefectore in those
remote regions, In April 1958, the Maritime
Museum conduocted & survey and found the
foumdations of the construction mentioned
thanks fo the fact that they are made of con-
erete. The plagque placed by the Museum of the
End of the World and "Tata”™ Figue has disap-
peared,

“Ai Le Maire Btrait™

"We get sail at 6 p.m. —shadows starting to
surround Slopget, and the oeean died with &
epmber tint,”

"Half sn hour later, everythingwas in dark-
ness, and the TUshuaia® went on satling for le
Maire Strait. At 2 in the morning of Thursday
Detober B® we were 1o front of Bahia Boen
Sucego. The feared Strat was quiet. At day-
broak, we entered the port, a beautiful bay
surroisnded by oxceedingly high moontains
covered from top to fool with the thick Fueginmn
winds.”

“Buen Sucess’ [(ood Fortuna] rwesits name
to the first Bpanish vessel that arrived thers;
butthiz namehasnot the slightest influence on
the conditions of the Bay. From the moment
the Subprefecturs was establishad, there has
been only misfortuns. With every trip of the
Ushuaia' or the Villaring,' there is invariahle
bad news —people sick with typhoid, people
starving to death, or misfortunes of different
nature”

*The Subprefecturs faclities are at the bot-
tom of the Bay and, in all, they ara:

Two large haildings on the beach;
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The Bubprefect's house, and the shipyard
wWarlers’;

Four huts fixed with hrass cleats, the rooms
of soma indian wemen ‘endeared’ with the crew:

Sixar eevenindians huts, Onasto the South;
a stronger and mare heautiful race than the
Yagane and the Alacalods ”

"This village hes & nice view, bat its baach
is very rough, with dreadful breaking waters,
—as all the south in the South and East of
Tiorra del Fuego. [t may be said that it is like
Blogget's beach in a smialler scala.”

"Hall an hour after weéighing anchor, the
launch of the Subprefecture with Subprefict
Luis Figue, —ald typesettar in former Umes in
thewarkshops of sor colleague The Standard'—
moored slong bezide ug."

"We found everybody sick with consump-
Hon. Sailors could hardly move the pars. With
hageard and coltriess faces, the hands of the
launch seemed to be convaloscent after & long
and distressmg disense.”

*The Jubprefect mformed that they had
been living on geat fat and meat —nohardback,
no gugsr, without any of the fopd 32t in the
budget— for the past three months”

"When sailars were left on their own, the
first thing they asled the people on board of the
Thsunia' was hardiack.”

*Hardback! Hardback!,.., they exclammed with
an mir ofhungry beggars, weakening, —and the
first hardtack that fell on the boat caused o
fight.”™

“What a sad show! —the poor hands tripped
ap and lmocked down among themsslves to
eateh it , without hearing neither nothing nor
nobody. They were blinded by starvation; they
did not take time to think that that first one
would not be the last. .. There weare sailors that,
after having eaten bwo or three hardtacks, stall
wanbed more and offared up to ope peso naoe-
nal for each.”

"Mavhi those reading this do not know that
these Subprefectures pre homanitarian eztab-
hishments in charge not only of halping ghip-
wrecks and collecting wreckers, hot alsa of
converting natives... And the employees them-
selves run the risk of starvation!”

"The victuals we earried ware the ones set
for July, August, and September;... and the
Ushugia' was arriving at Buen Suceso on
Thursday, B Octaber [Author's noete: thiswaz
in 1891], i.e., the sailers and employees had to
‘et backward,” according to the graphic and
suitable sxpression of Lientenant Surueta,
Commander of the cutter Patagones’ —eutter
that wa found there, stranded on the beach of
high tides.”
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"Buen Suoesol Arriving st Busn Sucase, so0n
and easily, was the main concarn of thoss that,
knowing the territory, ware travalling on the
Uehuaia ' Becear, the commisioner; Comera,
the Governaor; Captain Noguera were all think-
mg about the settlers-of "‘Buen Sucesn,™

“Thope wa don't find them dead!,’ exclaimed
One,

Mo doubt they are in treuble, satd snother,
and all the cnes that did not know neither the
issue nor the careless administrative proce-
dures, started to get interested in this Buen
Suceso,’ that the less vivid Imagination pic-
tured s a bad and unfortunate 'sucese’ [event].”

“And they underwent these worries on each
trip, reasons abounded... The Ushuaia,’ when
she does not bring back bad news, she brings at
least —as it happened this tims— four, five, or
saven peraons gick from, . starvation, consump-
tion, tuberculosis, ete.”

In erder to completa the picture of the
subprefecture of Buen Suceso, and almost
forty vears later, in Paralelo 55, Victor Juan
Cuillet, & politice] prisener in 1931, relates

‘March, 41%

“I take advantage of the withdrawal of Holy
Week to put some noteg in order and let soma
impressions sink in, The freezing drizzle com-
bined with the avpzstral cold wind invite to a
quict task near the blazing stove, This work
will be later used or not; bot for me 1t hias the
merit ol having aoothed with its zenl the other-
wige gndless hours of stupid confinemant. Time
iz like o pocket where one always has to keap
srimething...”

" .. We hnd deta Dandann Francia da Figue
prastrated in bed, She has been there for over
aminth and cannot get up, this old lady with
thick biack evebrows, whita hair and dark ayes

1 3%

Carlos Dipioic m:rklng o the
foundadions of Liis Figus's
hewins of Blsn Supiss, nedi
ihe= mullet of Fie mver al the
souilern and I:-'"-.prfi %58,

of 4 peculiar energy, and a conspicuous down
that caste & shadow her upper lip. On locking
at her regular features that must have bean
beautifol, 1 remamber thewords of Eyeaguirre,
whao visited Busn Suceso in 1891, when Luis
Fique —dofia Damisna's husband— was Sub-
prefect and Cheef of the Reacue Station at that
pointof the coast of Lemaire, "Subprefect Figue
Irves there with his wife, & kind lady who told
us with complets nateralness that they had
been rating horse meat for 8 month." (Tierra
del Fuego, by Jopé Manuel Eyzaguirre, 1897,
Foreword by Julins Popper.)

“That kind lady who in 1881 eat horse meat
without complaining is the valetudinarian old
lady, still with nice foatures, around whose
convalescont bed we are engroesed, listening to
her: Ricardo Rojas, Crovars, Turang, and 1"

“Binecethen, Damians Francia has lived long
—harn in Buenog Aires, married m 1380 to
Luis Fique, a yoang typographer trained at the
workshops of "The Standard,’ owned by the
Mulhall enlisted in Laserre's expadition to use
hie knowledge of the English languags, and
Subprefact at Bahia Buen Sucess, until 1894
when retired, he sattled dewn in Ushuaia and
engiaged in trade and rural life.”

Witk a exhausted voice, somebimes stop-
ping to gather her recollactions, the widow af
don Luig Figue, a pioneer whe amassed a
Fortune with his effort and whobas contributed
g lot to the davelopment of Ushunin, speaks to
us, She speaks as if trying to remembar, mare
than ovents themselves, narretions enrherthan
the events.”

"I snjoy listening to her speaking. She ex-
presees herselfwith the decorum of a patrician
ludy and she uses words and expressions un-
usual in this settlement where, the ones who
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aro not foreign, eatisfy their intallectual needs
with & poor lexiz and lavish elichés. A lady,
dofa Damiana Figue is; as I gaid, alzo dus to
the ardent patriotism that, sometimes, encoir-
apes har reflecbions. Her eyas do sparkle whan
ehe remembers that, mm 1884, Rear Admiral
Laserre made the British flag be hauled down
at La Misidn in order bo hoist the national flag!
Bhe is likely to be unaware of the fact that this
Fuepian history is written story. She remom-
bers and passes it down with the meticulous
neatness of somebady who i in charge ofkeap-
img the annals of 8 preterit tomel™

"Dofis Damiana has no favorable opinion of
Lia Misidn or reverend Bridges, 43 she seas it,
all that had no ather purpess than maintaining
the possession of the land until the English
leopard wentad to give a blow with his paw on
this piece of land, ™

*This time it was not going to happen the
same as with Malvinas,” claims dofia Damiana
with unusual vigor, And you know what hap-
panad to us the Argentine in Malinas"

“Her dark eves give our faces imguisitive
looks."

Mot éven a turnip woald he grre frea of
chirge,’ elaims she, He got angry with the one
whio upreabed a tumip without giving some-
thing for the Mizsgion in exthange,™

"Trana Damiana remsmbers the indians of
the Mission, who were taught at a schosl in
cherge of & bistress whoss name she cannot
remember. In her time —efter 1895— the
natives alresdy wore Eurspean clothes, The
epoch of the half opened quillanges [fur blan-
kets] has pone by..."

"Dofia Damisns remembers when the Brii-
ish punboat 'Garnier’ anchored at Buen Sucean
in order to make some inquiries sbout the
supposed mistrestment of & fow English sail-
ere hired ot the Regeue Station. How could she
forget? On her way back from the ‘Gamier, the
boat an which Subprefect Figue was sailing
wreclhed and some hands drowned. Figue was
rescued ab the beach, elready saff, declared &
corpas by evervbody; nevertheless, he reacted
aftar a few hours thanks to the enargetic treat-
menthereceived. Mrs, Fique thinls that many
drovwned people would be saved ifthey received
&n appropriate treatment.”
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"We lepvs dofip Daomana abandoned to her
recalleetiong. In the adjoining room, the wife of
don Luig Fique's (son) prapares a cup of tea for
ua. Hojas leaves ths bedrosm Rrst, [ follow him;
an pagsing through the door, the old lady sits
up and gives them a farewell with theas words:

"I not forget, Birs, about this plecs of
Argentine fand!"

“A patriot, dofis Damisna She has that
farvent patrictsm of someons who hes had,
humbly but bravely, tobuild a country with her
e hands facing a hostile natore and the
apathy of men. Hers1s thatdesply pures, candid
patrintizm that has not sufferad delusion, Fi-
nal foith before the coming mysterious time of
death,”

“One featurd of that charagcter. The fortune
left by don Luois Fique —Iriend of don José
Menéndez— was almost complately lost in un-
fortunate businesses, The grandchildron of the
pionear are paor; poor his mate will dis, Thair
gomn, Luis, the only survivar of the five ehildran
af the couple, scarcaly owma Innd on Tala Wavam -
no. Chilean suthorities disspprove of an Argen-
tine owning such a vast stretch of land in a
territary under their sovereignty, which is so
close to the Arpentine coast On several ocea-
sons,; ho was suggested that he shoold becomsa
Chilean; this = proctically a reguoirement to
Eerp his Iand, whoge titles he steel lacks ba-
e it used U be under public domain™

“Figue's sen hesitates between a living for
hig children and the love for his native land.
And, for the time being, lie will not haul down
the flag as thatold lady of dark ardenl eyeshud
bagged from her dying bed:

“Son, do not sbandon your Argentine na-
tiomality while I am alive. After my death, ™

*In transcribing my ootes T have lived
through the rough past tme, when life in
Ushomia required a plaim and daily heroizm.
The herrism of living here. And of beinghappy
hers, in the wretched hittle village, lost like a
rag on the beach covered with gravel, among
the gelid ‘never usad sea” the lone mountam,
and the desp and dumb forest, Timos past
Only these four longing old men who, while
basting their remembrances, cast o sideways
fearful look that sbasrve the shadew of the
Implacabla that approaches;..”




Shipwrecks on Islas Malvinas

Puesia Argenbna, on

Historical Outline

Without any intention of arguing about sov-
ereipnty, reality shows that the Malvinas Is-
lamds areconnected to the Fuegian archipelago
sinee the age of the discoveries and the aubsse-
guent colenisation. 1 am not only refarming to
the Ista Grande of Tierra del Fuego, but to Isla
de les Estados (Staten Land), the Magellan
Strait and, of course, to the Antarctic Poninsa-
la, and the surrcunding islands as well,

Ag it was commented n the section about
the discovery of the Strait of Magellan, it is
thought thatit was this first expedition the one
that descried thess islands for the first tme. In
fact, this was known [rom the vesse] that decid-
ed to return deserting from the fleet —the
Incdgnita. What is known for sure is that, in
the fabulous decoment Islario General | Gen-
aral Map of [elands], they are situated quite
precisely. This publication dates froms 1541
and was 1ssued by Alonse de Santa Cruz, so
these islonds are by ne means a British discov-
ery, Many other navigators descried them and
they were named Sebaldmas, after the Dutch
Sehald de Weert

Actording to a Papal Boll { Alexander VI, in
143 ) and to the Treaky of Tordesillas, suscribed
& yenr later, this archipelage belongs to Spain,
even when the English never paid to much
attention to treaties in general

The French wers the frat to eccoupy them
and this happened in 1764 (5® April) when the
fort —Fort Saint Louis— was offiaally inaugu-
rated by Lowis Antoine de Bougaimville's expe-
dition. These itlands were called Malouines,

Malvinas s
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in homage to the intrepid navigators from St
Mald. Merville 5 de Boupaimwville (the com-
mander of the expedition’s cousin) stayed m
FPort Luigas the governor of o smell colony of 27
people. Some of them wers Canadian and thers
was 8 boy and five women. They also took
domestic animals

The English, headed by John Byron, sett]ed
down im Port Egmont {Trinidad or Saunders 1.)
mdJanuary of 1766, In the name of King CGeorge
ITI of England, he took possession of the port
gnd of Bll the nearby islands christening them
*Falklands [slands.” The following vear, Joho
Machride set up a fortification.

Whean the Bpaniard re-claimead, the Franch
hended over their colony in 176Y. Bougain-
villa was compensated for his expenditures
and his povernment recopnized the Spanish
sovereignly.

In April 1767, the first Spanish governor
Pon Phelipe Buiz Poente assumes for five
vears. Later pn {1770}, the English were ex-
pelled by a Spanish naval division. But becauss
of & tresty they were sccepted bach in Port
Egmont (puerto de la Cruzeda) in 1771 and
until 1774, when they abandoned the port

From then on and up to 1811, twenty Span-
ish governors pnd thirty-two administrations
passed. They occupied both ports and it 1s
estimated that the pepulation was of about 6
people by the beginning of the 19% entury.
Mozt of them were Spaniards,

On 13" February 1811, the last Spanish
govarnor left and, thanks to the claims he put
forward for the money they owe him, today we
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know that the position of the Malvinas was
congidered ap a ship, Viceroy Sohremonts re-
solved that this should be paid as "a ship
aailing and all the staff in that desting, as
depanding on the same ship.. " there was n
reward that was paid during navigation plus
the corresponding complament according o
the seas or areas

Given the sitnation ofthe Argentine Eevalu-
tion (1810} and the battles against Spain (the
erossing of the Andes, the defensa of the north
east, the terrestrial and naval war with Mon-
tevides, and civil wars), it was ool until 1830
thiat the blue and white Mag was hoistad on the
Malvinas by the American corsair David Jew-
att that was serving the government of Buenos
AlTEs,

He did thisin the pressnce of many Ameri-
can and English sealers that mformsad about
this to their povernments so the event was
published m the Gazetie of Salem (USA) and
in El Redactor de Cadiz It is pstimated thet
thers wers about 40-50 sealing ships including
frigates, outters, and schooners,

Durmg this pened of abandooment, build-
mgs starbed to detonorate and sealers and
whalers were the few inhabitants of the place,
apart from the typical wrechers. Equing, bo-
vina, and hog eattle increased in numbsr, al-
though it waa hunted by the occasional inhab-
itants, On the other hand, wild animals could
always be hunted, sspecially the autochthao-
oous "Malvings Goosa ™

Several Arpentine veszels used to arrive in
Malvinas such as the Espiritu Sanfo, The
schooner Rafoels, the Son José v Animas,
the Neptuno, ate,

In 1823, the merchant Jorge Pacheco pre-
genti to the Government of Beanos Adres a
request to exploit the Malvinas Islands, He
owned a salting houge in Pedriel and, in agso-
ciation with Lois Vernst (32 years old), he
wanted to expleit bovine and equine eattle and
sealions frorm Malvinas that wers at the mercy
of "foreigners.” In exchange, they had to re-
build the prison for the Government, They
gipned an agreement with the English Robert
Schofield for him te engage in honbing and
slaughtering for which he bought bwo vessels

Pablo Areguay was sent to conbrol the ox-
plortation, Hewas also the Commandar of 18la
Soladad. Emaho Vernet —Lais' brother—wont
with him. The enterpriss was a complete fal-
ure: all ships and all the capatal investad were
lost {18241,

In 1825, Luis Vernet (a German residing m
Buenos Aires) decided to go on with the sxplei-
tation personslly. For this purposa, he went on
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@ seres of voyages end as a conclugion he
presentad to the povernmeant & report sbout the
possibilities in Malvinas, [ela de los Estadoa,
San Gregorio Bay in the Btrait of Magallan,
and the islands near Cape Horn.

From 1826, when Vernst arrived m Port
Ligig (ex port Soledad), thers wae o registar of
ship entrances. In 1826, 3 ships entered (a5
from. July); 22 vessels in 1827; 11 in 1828; 16
ghipain 1829/{9 of them sealarg) 23 in 1830 (14
of them were saglers}, Most of them belonged to
American and British sealars, except for some
Arpenting and other merchants.

Vomet's leasing was similar to Pacheeo’s
and consisted of all the vacant plots of Soledad
istand. Ten square leagues were reserved 1n
the San Carles strait and [sln de los Estados,
once dedacted the ones pranmbed to Pachoeo.
They had the abligation tesettle down a colony.
The fallowing vear (1828), Vernet was naméd
Politizal Military Commander with jurisdie-
tion up o Caps Hor

After exploring and drawing s sketch of Tzla
da los Estados {1826}, he set up a sealions
factory m port Hoppner (1828) and 2 sawmill.
Then, he built two cabins in port Cook {1829)
and anokher m Flinders bay. The explostation
and development of the colony in Malvinas was
succesaful and the estimated population was of
about 160 people.

In 1831, Vernet embargoed the American
schoonar Harriet for uncontrolled amphibian
hunting, The American government sent the
war corvette Deaingfon with the mission of
attacking port Luis to deatroy the colony. This
happened in January of 1832, Apart from this,
fishing and bunting were banned nok anly to
Vernet but alse to any Argentine,

The Government of Bugnoes Aires sent artil-
lory Captain I, Esteban J, Megtiviar (Saptem-
ber 1B32) to take charge of the situation in
Puerto Luis. He was given 20 soldiers, 5 aer-
peant majors, and 11 women with their chil-
dren. The schoomer Sarandi was headed by
hirutenant colonel . Jogé Maria Pineda, who
transported them with provisicne and various
household goods, The schooner carried 57 men
with a small infantry troop meludad.

The rdea was ta restors order and defend the
colony giarted by Luoig Vernet from pessible
attacks, Vernet's men staying in the island
weont on with the expleitation. They wers indi-
ans and gavchos that, tepether with the over-
sear Juan Simon, went on slaughtering ani-
mals.

The Seprandi 2ot 2ail on an inspection voy-
age to the Strait of Magellan and —San Grege-
rio left an inscription ahout the Argentine
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govereignty mn tha place—to Isla do los Estadaos
pand Isla Muava. On his voyage, he took out
gome gaalers from the ares. On retarnang to
Mabtvmae, hofound that a revolthad putan ond
to the erder imposed by Mestivier, who was
alenkillod. Pinedo arrested the rebals and was
getting ready to set gail for Buenaos Aives when,
on 1" January 1833, the war corvetta Clio of
the British fleet srrived to 5 destroyed Port
Egmont and hoisted its flag.

Pinedo protesied vigorousty but, according
{o his declaration, he demded not to fight, as
many of his men were English. Besides, the
power of the Cliowas three times theirs, On 3™
Jrnuary, after appoimting Jusn Simdn (Wer-
net's oversesr) Provisional Governor of Malvi-
ras, he returned to Buenes Aires, On his arriv-
al, the corresponding court-martial took place
(Pinedn, who had not been able to resist, and
the rebels were brooght to justice) and claims
wire forwarded to England.

Meanwhils, Vernet's exploitation was going
hankrupt, Gauchos
gnd "Charrda” na-
fives deported by the
governor of Montey-
idegwernin disagree-
ment: because they
ware oot paid and
ey foresaw a gloomy
future.

Although Pinedo
delegated the govern-
ment to Simén, Cap-
tain JJ. Dnslew of
the British Hoyal
Mavy had the actual
power. & few days latar, the Clio set sail from
Malvinas (14" January) and another Yernet's
man, the Bcottish William Dhekson, was as-
signed to bhoist the flag and wait for other
British vessals. Durmg 1833, theislands were
hoadloss pnd just 26 people lived thare, Bris-
bane arrived sz Vernet's manapger and itz
Roy's Beagle vizited the ialands.

When Fitz Roy vigited the Malvinas, he got
a bad impression. He had already visited the
islands on g expedition with the Beagle and,
apart from being surprised &t the changa of
flag, be eomumented: . inatead of 8 lively little
village that I expected to find I just found
pome stone hats partially ruined, s few isolat-
ed peat thatched huts; two or thres shabbw
boats... and few human beings with a misera-
ble appearance.” He also degoribed Vernet's
gauchos when they wers idle in Port Louis:
*_..they fought with a long knife hurting sach
othargerionzly. Loose poncho, slouch hat, long

Puerio Argentino. Clipper abendaned in e porl
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hair, dark complexion snd mdian eyes, they
turn out to be guys fit for the peneil of an artst
rather than for the guiet home of an industri-
ous eolonist. " Besides, he commented his
garprige at their glesping 1o the open air on
thair riding gear.

In Aupust that same vear, two gauchos and
five indiana commanded by the gaucha Antonio
Fiveroheadad enother revalt kKilling Brishane,
Juan Simon, Dddoson, and other companions.
For several years, theywant on plundaring and
threataning the survivors.

On 7 January 1834, the English vesse!
Challenger arrived. His captain sat Rivera's
prisoners free and Lisutenant Henry Smith
was left in chargs of the parrison with six
soldiers. When he leRt, there was a series of
akirmishes with pauchos and indians Wl they
sucteeded in imprisoning Rivers, who was tak-
en to Rio de Janeiro on the Beagle, At that
time, seattered colonists and English seldisrs
that remained on the islands were no more
thun 40 in what had
been a promising Ac-
genting colony. From
then on, the islands
are ruled by the Brit-
ish, The following
governor was John
Tissen [153%-1841),
[m 1B34, & company
that started to wark
in the islands was
founded on a leased
land of &, 0() hectares
and brought the first
18 British colomsts.

From then on —exeept for a short period
during the Malanas war i 1982 — thas ms=lands
remaingd under British governmant despite the
ponstant Argenting remonatrances. This iz a
pitwatian givailartothat ofthe Rock of Gikealtar.

Bhipwrecks

Although the present work 15 mainly con-
cerned with the area of Capa Horn, Peninsula
Mitre and Isla de los Estados, we do nob want
to lesve aside [slas Malvinas (and the two
hondred 1slets that surreund theml, which
are part of the Province of Tierra del Fuego.
(On the other hand, lesving pohtical and legit-
imate sovereignty issuse aside, Islas Malvi-
nas are part of the Mar Argentino (Argentine
Sea) influenced by Cape Horn and the Drake
Passape.

The hurmcane winds and the strong storms
sriginated in Antaretica or in the Soath Pacific
reach them, In navigation routes of the era of
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tall ships, these islands played a very mpar-
tant role given the {act that many of the ships
damaged by the strong tempests of Caps Horn
gadled back to Mabminas or foand ghelter on
their consts. They ware asther repaired or aban-
doned there,

Shipyards took advantags of this sttuation
and an important repair could east even the
game ag 8 mew ship, The necessary wood was
brought from e Northern Hemisphers or
bought at Thomas Bridges' Estancia, Horber-
tom, or alze in Punta Avanas, or it was litarally
talken fram Izla de los Estados,

Many ships ware abandoned in Puerte Ar-
penbinio. Theze wers tarned into pantoons for
coal storape. Several of these hualls wers soid
during the First Warld War and then as hulls
to re-azmemble floating mussume

One of the main problems after storms was
tlie salf eombustion of coal and wool. There are
ingtances of ships that burnt glowly for years;
others were shandoned thinking thatthey were
gaing to sink and they can De seen now in
Puerts Argentine (former Stanley) or other
ports, There wire alse ships sold with fire in
their intarior which was kept undiar confrol by
means of regular pumping, but the firs could
not be complately put out. Others preferred to
sink the ship on purpose in shallow witers (o
put the fire cut and then try to gave it by
pumping.

But, the sames as it happens in the rest of the
region, there are very few recoris dating from
before the 190 ¢ Most wreckages took place
after the discovery of gold in Celifornia and
with the inoreass of communications with Ans-
tralin, At this point, it is worth meking clanr
that navigation from England to Australia was
via Cape of Good Hope, and Cape Hom or
“lape Stiff* was only ventored on the way
hack. On the conlrary, clippers leaving from
the sastern coast of the United States did not
follow this route.

In the chapter dealing with Tsla ds loa Esta-
dos, thers are acconnts about sbandoned ships,
but the case of the Blue Jacket was quite
singular, Abandonad in front of Malvinas, it
wias saved and led to Puerto Argentine (former
Stanley). A year worth mentioning is 1905 as
one hundred and thirty sailing ships, incloding
barks and frigates, faced Cape Horn and moat
of thom were rejected by heavy storms. Out of
one hundred and thirty (sixty-two were Bnt-
ish, thirty-four were Franch, twenty-seven were
German, four were Italinn, and the rest wers
Norwegian and Finnish; and there was a Dan-
ish onel, anly fifty-two reached their destina-
tions after three months; four were recorded os
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wrecked; twenty-two sailed back to Malvinas,
Montevideo, or Boanos Aires to be repaired
and went back to the hattle. Fifty-two of them
are ponsidered to be missing.

Saalers’ and Wreclers’ Narrations

The Malvinee iglands were vigited by En-
ghish and American sealers on their trips adross
the auatral seas. Spamen such ag James Wed-
dell, Sir James Clark Ross, William Smith,
Wathamial Palmer, and many sthers ventured
Creorgize and South Shetlands and in their
loghoelks they wrole down oot snly their deily
navigation bat also what they had caught and
the survey of coasts and islets they visited.

Among these seamen, we can mention Cap-
tain Chaorles H Barpnard. Enowing Mabvnas
verywall, e had forwarded an ambitious project
to the shipowners of the brig Nanina in 1812
Thig plan involved a two year’s stay in different
points hunting sealions. While men wintéred on
lani, the ship would sail back with the cargo and
then hack to feteh them and load the rest of the
prodects obtained during its absence, For this
purposs, supplies and food in a large amount
would be taken apart from a 19-ton vessel that
wirkers would use during the hrig's absience.

Thay found the frigate Hope and they learnt
that the Umted States, from where thoy were,
wern in war with Great Britain

In April 1813, while they were hunting
sealions, they could see smoke on the horizon,
They went to see what it was about and found
the forty-four survivers of the lrigate Isabella
on Anguila island

Captain Broklks was not in the group —he
had left for Montavideo te agl for halp together
with Lieutsnant Loudon and foor sailors on
2951 Fahruary; they arrived in the said port o
31% Mareh, An opeon boat zailing from Malvnas
to Montevides —an setual feat, [t 1s worth
printing out that this sealer brig was carmying
a 19-ton disnssembled vessel. These captaina
were ableto azsemble a cutter or a whaler with
the minimum slements,

Captain Charles Bamard agreed with the
wreelers that he would take them ta the conki-
nent in two groups. Un the whalsr (La Nuera
Nanina), he embarked a geoup of women and
children and he headed for the brig. Then,
maets and yards wers fit in order to set sail,
Usually, that thess rggings wers taken out if
the ship was not sailing for some time. When
gverything was almost ready, he and four men
went hunting geesze, ducks, and wild swing in
srder to have fresh food, Butwhen he returned
to the ship, it had disappeared. The English
had takan the ship with American flag.
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And thus they became wreckers and started
a life of survival with the amall boat (they no
tomger had the whaler). They sailed the San
Carlos strait, but they found it impossible to
reach Agumila island since the boat was very
amall. Then, Barnard organized everyday life
waiting for somebody to regeus them But on
10 October, the four aailors egcaped with the
boat tekingwith them everything rangmg from
the elements to make fire to the dog that wasso
useful for hunting ewine and geesa.

Mot despairing, he kept the fire, built a
sholter and pot a mast to maks signals. He
gpent hiz time making elothes with furseal
until Decamber, when his foar mates turned up
with the dog and the hoat They were all forgyy-
on and the wreckers' community was resstab-
lizhed, The sailers told Barnard that they had
reached Apuila island and tlist they had found
oot that the Manina had been there pnd rog-
cued the rest of the wreckers of the Teabella
and that they had left messnges accounting for
their bahavior becouss they fearad that tha
paptan sold them as slaves.

Ag Samuoel Angen's bahavior was gtill nega-
Hve, the captain decided to losva ham on his
vwn on the coast of Cisne island on 28" Septiam-
bar to return for him in Febroary.

By that time, he was ready to spend the
winter of 1814 on the island. In Novamber, the
Indispensible (Captain William Bockle) and
theAsp {Captain John Banny ' appedred, Thare-
fore, they pat to know that the Naainag had
reached London (via Rio de Janeico) and that
ghe had been regarded as & prisoner on the
bagis of the war. But nobody had remembered
ahout them.

On board of the Fndispensible, sailing 1o
iront of Peru, Captain Charles Barnard thought
that thers wers many moths ahesd wntil he
arrived in his country. Then, again with his
dog, his boat and two sailors, he left the ship
and reached Pisco. From that place, the group
setfor Callap and then for Lima. The American
consul helped them with clothes and tried to
take them to the United Stabes.

While embarked on the Eliza, a fishing
vegaal, Barnard decided to stay on land for
some time, The Milwood appeared to replen.
ish her water supply and, on having news
about the ship sailing for Canton Lo later re-
turn to the United States, he embarked loaving
& note for the Eliza, After changing to the
Trambull, he arrived m his country on 24%
October 1816, No more no less than four years
and seven months since he had left nt the age
of 1. But as scon as he arrived, he visited the
shipowners he worked for and suggestad them
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to go out "sealing.” Then, we found him again
(late in 1583 on the Scuth Shetland Islanda,
The fleet was made up of tha brig Josd Maria,
the schooner Henry dnd the brigs Aurora and
Charity, the last one et his command. There
wereilso flects from Salem, Stondngten, Nan-
tutlcet, and Boston, The Engli=h fleets shounld
also be added to these.

All of them took Livingston island as their
base and it was there whers serions problems
took place since Captain Barnard realived that
eighty of his seal ehina were missing and the
other capkains ales complained aboot the same,
Assembled in court-mertisl, they decided to
give the Englich alesson. Commanding s whal-
erwith one hundred and twanty men, Barnard
headed for the English ecamp but he found
nobody (268% January 1821)

In his azeount, we find another point of
intprogt —tho aucbon of a wreckaga that took
place in Antarctica. Captain Clark had lost hie
ahip, the Clothier, on Isla Greenwich, Thero-
fora, the remains ware put up at anction on I
Febroary and & quite high price wasa paid as
there ware many captaine.

The emall book published by Charles Bar-
nard roally shows us the sesworthy training of
these seialors and their expertise to survire.

Tha follewing hst of ships was published in
tha Boletin del Centro Naval (number 762},
We have been allowed to reproduece it and it is
basically a transcript. Some details have bean
added as well as the sccount of the Fsabelfa’s
wreckers. The original publication is titled
Pordidos y desaparecidos.. entorno a
Malvinas 181371 983 by Captain Jusn José P.
Devalle

Morth of Isla Soledad

Amaniine: French slay schooner of 360 ton
with a carge of wineg and silk; she was Inst in
Cabo Frenel on 21" Auguat 1551.

Denmark: British frigate. Itwas abandoned
in April 1566 while sinking after & long strog-
gle against heavy storms. Her erew —17
hands— were rescued by the tugboat HMS
Topaze and taken bo Port Stanley.

Avona: Lost in Hut Point during 15882,

Nenoai Strobts: H7-ton Brtsh bark. She
sek on fire with & carge of coal in waters of
Sabhvador on 13 November 1584,

Carlion; 766-ton Bribish brig, She wredced
m Carysfort om 4™ August 1835,

Concordia; German brig, Wrecked in Lam-
pet Creck on 17" August 1801,

Dennis Brundif: 465-ton British bark with
woeden hull, Pailt in Runcern in 1865, Bhe
arrived seripualy damaged in Port Stanley in
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18789, She was restored and went on sailing
until she sunk in the waters of Salvador, near
Bahia del Este, aftér she had taken ground
near Centre Island, in the morning of the 20
of July 1882,

Thetis: 305-ton brig. Aequired by the Fall-
land Islands Company, she was lost leaving no
traras whan she was sailing slong the coast of
[ela Soledad in December 1901

Allen Gardiner: She wae the third ship
under this name, She was losk in Cabo Alto
[Bougainville) im 1908,

Bixtes: 1,707-ton Damsh bark with iron
hull, former Swanmore, that wreched at Pun-
ta Vaoluntario on 27" August 1906,

Gurver Noren: Norwegian whale factory.
She run aground at Bahia Vaca in 1521,

HMS Atlantic Conveyor; British contain-
ar-carrier ship reached by an Exzocet missile
from the Argenting Naval Aviation at some 1(0)
milos northeastof Paerto Argenting. She seton
fire and sunk on 30" May 1982. She was carry-
ing important spare parts for planes, combat
equipment for the English army, 76 per cent of
the “Chinook” helicopters, a squad of Wessex
helicopters, and tents for four thousand men,

East of 1sla Soledad

Urante; Fronch corvette of a scientific expe-
dition. She crashed againat the rocks by the
same name stuated East of Punta Voluntaria;
aventually, she was beached on the beach at
Punta Aguila, near Bahia de la Annnciandn, in
1820,

Magellen: French whaler. She wracked in
Calsta Johnsen, Bahin de la Anuncaciin,
arsund 1830,

Margaret: 615-ton Brotish schooner, She
hadbean sailing for s manths and twenty-owa
daye since her departurs from Liverpoal bound
for Valparaiso, she was earrying eoal and can-
non bullets by mistake, Two months bafors,
she had mads an attempt at doobling Cape
Horn. When the eaptain had lost sll hopa, and
as the ship needed repairing becamse it was
making water, he hesded for Port Stanley
where he arrived on 11" August 1850, An
examination determined that she showld be off
duty. She staved aflost at Port Sianley for
gome vears working as lighter.

Levenside: 273-ton British brip. Lost at
Billy Rocks, east of Cabo San Felipe, on 26
Aungust 1852

Capricorn: 350-ton Welsh schooner built
in Swanzen, Wales, in 1829 At the end of 1851,
ghe zet sl from Swansas with a coal cargo
Sailing for the western coast of South America,
she arrived in Cape Horn on February 1552
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with a strong gale. In that situation, fire was
discovered in tha cargs; then, the captain sailed
under the lea for [sla de los Estades. On srriv-
ing, he found that the fire had caught the whole
cargo and he undorstood that the only way to
put it out was sinking the ship i shallow
watere. After succeeding, using dram pumps,
he menaged to put thevessel afloat, Theimpor-
tant demage coused by the storm In Cape
Homn, the fire, and the sinking made the cap-
tain head for Islas Malvinas, hoping to fix the
ship, but the resalt of the survey was adverse
and it was decided that she should be off duty.

Bought by the Dean brothers as a lighter and
cargn storage, she stayed afloat in Port Stanley
for many vears. In 1842, she was dragged toa
place in that port where she s still beached.

Actaeon: 561-ton Canadian corvette built
in Miramichi, New Brunswick, in 1838, She
was sallmg from Liverpool to San Franciseo
with conl. She was sericusly damaged when,
after having sailed for 154 days, she ventured
to double Caps Horn. She sailed back to Port
Btanley on 2T* Januvary 1863 to be repaired.
Elie showed the effacts of destruction —aeveral
cpenings on deck that pave rise to an unfavor-
able survey report. The castle part is sill
practically intact in spite of the faet that it split
up at the middle deck, Nowadoays, she ks wsed
a5 breakwator snd the Charles Cooper is
moared thore

Snowsguall: American clipper command-
ed by Captain L Dillinghan In a voyage from
MNew York (NY) and hound for San Francisco.
Aftar 68 dawvs of navigation, and on ventunng
Cape Horn, ahe was washed ngninst the coast
i the Le Maire strait, which caused serious
demage in some strakes of the huall and m the
rudder. The ship had been buwlt by Alfred
Buttler in Cabo Elizabath (1TSA] in 1851 for
Charles F. Grean from MNew York and arrived
at Port Stanley on 2™ March 1854, All that
remains of thit ghips is the section of the castls,
which shows dalicate bow lines, which was
typical of American elippera.

Ortonda: 243-tan American barge lpaded with
logs. She et on fire on the surroundings of
Puerts Williams oo 5% Aprcil 1855.

Blanche: Besrued st Isla de los Estadoes and
later bearhed near Kidoey Istand at the mowth
of Bahia de In Anunciaciin in 1856,

Egeria. 1,066-ton Canadianbark with wood-
en hull built in Guebec in 1858, She was on a
trip fram Lendon, England, to El Callag, Peru,
loaded with cement and coal. After 95 days, she
grarted to make water in Cape Horn and was
complataly damaged, Later, she was used asa
pontoon.
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Russel: American clipper, She crashed inte
the Billy Rocks at 51° 407 087 of South Latitude,
Longitude 57 41' 05" W, al the entrance of
Puerto Williams. She was found at Berkelsy
Sound, Bahia de la Anunciacidn, in September
1869,

William Shand: 432-ton schooner built in
COreenock, Scotland, in 1839, She set sail from
Liverponl bound for Valparaise, Chile, with a
coal cargo. After a 85 days’ vovage, she arrived
at Port Stanley on 1% Fabroary 1869 and atayed
there for fifteen days. On 168" April, she re-
turned ko Port Stanley after enduring tremen-
dowus sberms in Cape Horn; she was finally put
off duty and used a5 a pontoon.

Alexander: 269-ton British barge lost at
Stays Beating, up Puerto Williams. She reached
the beaches of Mangeary Point {Punta Cels-
brofia) on 5% Beptember 18560,

Adeline: Prusaian bark with a carge of sug-
ar boxes. She wrecksd at Isla del Este, naar
Puerto Fitz Roy on 4% Oetober 1853,

Kirkhill: 1432-ton British brig with iron
hull. Sha wreckad on running against the Wolf
Eocks, on the sastern eoast of Isln Soledad on
4 Detobar 1863,

Charles Cooper: American sorvatte with
wooden hull, 977 ton, and 50 m of over-all-
length, Bhowas built at Black Rock, Connect-
icut, in 1856, Her wrecknags took plare whils
sailing from Liverpool to Melbourne (Austra-
lial with a eoal eargo. She had important Jeak-
ages in the hull and she needed repairs, Sha
enterad Port Stanley on 25" Septembar 1866,
was surveyed and, as repairing it was sxpen-
gsive, the vessel was sold in the place.

She was the last packet boat in #ailing from
South Street, New York She had gtarted sail-
ing for the Leyton & Hurlbuta Lina of Antwerp
Fackets,

In 1968, ehe was acquired by the Scouth
Street Seaport Museum of New York to be
talen to thig eity and becoma part of the cast of
ships afloat on sxhibit at Pier 16,

& P. Smith: Britich bark with wooden hull
regigtered at Liverpool, commanded by Cap-
tain J, Owenz, She set sail from Coguimbo,
Chile, bound for England carrying manganess
m balk. In Qctober 1866, she arrived at Islas
Malvinas making water. She was put off duty
and wsed as aftoat hull until 1936, when she
gplit up.

Jhelum: British achooner with woaden hull,
428 ton, 37.5 m length, B.25 m beam, built in
Liverpool in 1848 by Stecle shipyard. She had
the typical linge of & vesael of eastern India,
with a rustic and blunt bow. She was brig-
rigged. Large ebany planks wers nsed for her
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and the underwater body was covered with
copper plates. She started a long vovags from
El Gallag, Peru, to Dunkerlee, France, in July
1870, She waa overlondad, so she had difficulty
m doubling Cape Horn. She arrived in Port
Stanley when she was about to sink, on 18%
August that same year, The crew refused to go
back sailing becanse of this. After a survey, she
was put off duty. The captain of the last voyage
was Mr. Beageholm, and his owner Widdeoms
& Bell.

Céby of Amoy: British barge with wooden
hull, 954 ton, She wrecked in Broad Day Light
near Punta Celebrofia on 8% September 1872,

Flegtswing: Brig with wooden hull, 242 ton,
32,65 m length, 7.65 beam. She was built by
Jones at Portmadoe, Wales, in 1874, The Falk-
land lalands Company purchased it for use as
& pantoon in Port Stanley and as coal depot.
Mowadays, she iz beached,

Maggie Eliot: T99-ton schoonsr, Sailing
from Habfax, Nova Scobia, Canada, she run
aground ak the exterior rocks in Cabo San
Folipe, east of Fresinet peninsula, on 10% Sep.
tembar 1870,

Forfunate: Wreckhed at the entrance of
Baliia de Is Anunciacion in 1878,

Christine: 4581-ton German schooner lost at
the Walf Rocks, near Puerto Harriet, on 18"
Oetober 1878,

Vicar of Bray: Corvette with bull made of
Englich oal, 281 ton, 37 m length boile in
Whitehsven, England, in 1841, She is consid-
ered to be the last survivar of the great flest of
the geld rush of 1849 and was navigating far San
Franeiges, Californsa, She arrived in Malvinas
in 1880 Now, che 15 the head of the brealowater
in{zoogs Green at 51°50F 08" Seuth Latitude and
W Lengitude, in the Western axtreme of the
Seno Cheisenl The engraving of her tonnage
register 18 still vigible on a beam, The author-
ties of the Maritime Museum of San Franeiseo
have visited har and conducted aurveys for her
to be included in their cast.

Leon Crespo: British brig with wooden hall,
B96 ton, that set on fire at Port Williams,
Fresinet peningula, in Janoary 1882

C. A Belaya: British barge. She wrecked
near Voluntear Point [Punta Voluntarial, sast
of Fresinet paninsala, on 16® Septembar 1E832.

Nimrod: 90-bon German schooner. She ar-
rived in Port Stenley extremely damaged in
1582, She was repamed and used for coastal
trade until she wias destroyed in 1843,

Result: Local ketch sunk in Pusrto Enri-
iueta in 1RE6.

Sidney Dacres: British bark with wooden
huall, 1,309 tom, lost in Billy Rocks at the en-
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trance of Poerto Willinms on 28% September
1886, In this last port, she waited five months
for masts to be sent from England Ones they
ware fixed, she sat sail agein —tugred with
ropeg pagsed through the hewses— from Port
Stanley, but she was damaged and eplit ap.

John B Kelly: 2,364-ton American frigate
She wrecked at Eelly Rock, Puerto Willisma,
Fresinet peninsula, on 15™ May 1838

The Presidant of the United States awarded
three dwellers of Port Stanley gold medals fur
their bravery in rescuing the wrecked ship.

Berta: Bark with fron hull loaded with ce-
dar logs. She wrecked in Puerte Mare, near
[elote Diraceion, sast of Isla Scleded, m 1858

City of Philadelphia: 1,384-ton American
fripate completely lost with her crew whon
viclently running against the Billy Bocks m
tha night of 14" Aay 1896 The launch Sissie,
which was the most powerflul steamer at that
timein Port Stanley, turmed out to be unable to
help the frigate.

Garland: Formerly British 587-ton Chilean
porvatte, She took pround at the rocky place of
Seno Choisenl at 51° 54 of South Latitade, 58°
45'' W Longitude. She was put off doty in Pert
Stanley m 18K

Fair Rosamund: Local 78-ton schogner,
She wrecked in Punts Aguda, south of Isla
Bonganville, in Apeil 1804

Lafonia. 30-ton schooner, former George
Holi, built in Liverpool in 1892 as a ship for
pilots, She arrived in [slas Malvinas in 1905 to
b uged by the Falkland Islands Company. She
sunk in Puerto Argentino m 1905 after Tun-
ning againat the floating pior,

Hornet: Cosstal schooner owned by the
Falkland Islands Company. She wrecked SW
of Holm Creek in waters of Salvadar in May
195,

Helene Blum; 2,767-Lin French bark com-
pletely lost at Seal Rocks, east of San Felips
cape, Fresinet peninsula, on 25" May 1808

Waperfree; 2,118 ton Britieh frigate with
iron hull. Shestarted her long life m Seuthamp-
ton in 1885; she was launched by the shipyarda
of Dewald Merdaunt & Co on 129 December
under the name of Southgate. Purchazad by
Chadwiek & Pritchard of Liverpool, she was
golid to Levland Brothers, It sailad all the routes
espuecially along the western coast of America,
via Cape Horn, whers a storm damaged her
serlously and unmasted the main mast and,
bacause of this, she was helped sn 24' Decem-
bar 1910 and drugged by the tughoat Sanson
to Puerto Argenting. On 25% November 1968,
she was bought by the South Streat Seaport
Museum of New York (NY) after baing struc-
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turally repaired st the Arsenal Naval Buenos
Adras, In June 1970, she was tugged up to New
York by the Dutch tughost Tiian, Nowadays,
sheis at Pier 18, Fulion Streat.

Orapia; Steamer owned by the Compaiia
e Navegacidn dal Pacific. She hit against the
ridgas 4f the Billy Eocks and wreched near San
Felipe Cape during the stormy night of 12*
Movember 1912, All passengers weare rescosd
and helped by the tughoats Sanson and Flvn,
with the aid of the launches Gout and Pen-
Euin.

Sanson; Tugboat, She arrived m Islas
Malvinas to serve on 2% July 1900, She was
built by Earlas & Co.in Hull {IEngiand}m 1668
Ehe s 30 mlength, 5.60 boam; she had a briple
expansion steam engine. She served in Port
Stanley for many years and took part in the
rescuing of the Waverfree frigate when sha
was unmasted in Caps Homn in 1910, She also
eallected the passengers and the crew of the
Orovie 1n 1912, Her hull iz a8l in Puerto
Argenting,

Lady Elizabeth: British iron bark of 1,208
ton, 68 m length, 10,6 m beam; builtin Sunder-
land, England, in 1879, She arrived in Port
Stanley on 13% March 1918, with planks and
elements for eonstruction, from Vancouver and
bound for Bahia Delegos, She run against the
Roeas Uranic, south-east of Punta Valuntario
(Volunteer Pointl; oxpensive repairs were car-
ried out. Nowadays, ghe is beached on Caleta
Whalesbone on the coasts of Pusrte Argentino.

Feannia: Four-mazted bark with iron hull of
3,112 ton, 95.15 m length, 13.76 m baam. She
had a long and ample baw deck that was nead
as lodgings and elassroom for fifty Finnish
midshipmen

Shawas built in Le Havre, France, in 1802,
Mamed the Champigny, she sailed with
French flag until 1921 then sha passed to the
Finnish organization Aktisbolaget Frinsks
Bkolkeppsrederiet, Helsingfors, o navigate
training midshipmen during her voyagea with
cargo. But on 3™ May 1927, she waa seriously
damagad by n hurricans with WSW force-7
winde, when she was at Cape Horn. In the
aftarneon of that day, she was practically
dismantled, 30 it was decided to sail back to
[slas Malvinas; she arrived in Puerte Argenti-
no tagged six days later. She served as storage
for the Falkland Islands Company, During
WWII, she waz used to ledge German prison-
ars ani boardars, She stayed there until 1967;
shi was finally tugged to San Francisco to be
rastorad.

Proeeis: 304-ton Norwegian brig with wood-
en hull. She arrived at Islas Malvinas dam-
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aged; she was put off duty and used &8s lighter
unti] she sphit wp in 1929,

Plym: Tugboat built in Plymouth (England)
in 1903 by the firm Willoubghy Bros. She had
g length of 15.25 m, a beam of 3. 10 m, and an
engine that enabled her to reach 8 knots, In
1528, she was turned into a lighter uniil 1930,
when she took ground on the beach of the NE
extreme of Puarto Argonting,

Rosa Baker; American whaler from New
Bediord. She arrived in Islas Malvinas malking
waterin 1900, For manyyears, ahea was uaed ag
lightar until sha split in 1936,

Great Britain: Shewaslaunched in Bristol
iEngland) in 1843, With 3 280 ton, 27.75 m
lenpth, and iron hull; desipned by [zsmberd
Kingdom Brunel to be 5 liner in the North
Atlantic. She was the largeat ship built at that
time. Amoeng sther advances; she was the first
gevew-propalled tranzatlenticwith watartight
bulkhaad, double bottom, sand a balanced rud-
der, She navigated the route of the North
Atlantie for almost a decade, In 1852, after a
thorough survey and changes, she was put.in
the England-Anstralia ronte up to 1876, when
ghe was put off duty, In 1882, ghe changed for
naw propelling engines and went back to rowte
to Australia as & more important ship with
another advance —she was frigate-rigged. In
1856, she arrived in Port Stanlay after havmng
being serously damaged on o doubling Capa
Horn.

Then, she was purchased to store woal,
grains, and conl. During Warld War I, ghe
supplied fuel for Britigh cruisers that tosk part
in the Malvinag hattle. On 12% April 1537, sha
was baached and abandonsd in (alsta Spar-
roe. Later, shie was put afloat and placed on a
raft to be tugped to England. She arrived in
Bristol on 22% June 1970, She spant aighty-
four years on Islas Malvinas.

Afterglow; Steamer, She arrived o [slas
balvings in early 1920 a5 a patrol ship armed
Lo protect the Fur Seal Reckeries east of Cabo
San Felipe, Fresinet pemnsula, In 1930, she
was renamed after Pord Richard aod she took
part in WWII as HMS Afterglow, Her hull is
atill beached east of Pusrto Argenting,

Golden Chance: Steamer of 26.6m of
length, 5 80 m beam, lavnched in Lowestalt on
the western coast of England. It was built at
the shipyards owned by John Chambers Ltd.
After forty-five years, in 1849, she arrived in
Islas Malvinas purchased by the Colonial De-
volopmont Corporation to work far the South
Atlantic Sealing Company that was based in
Puerto Albermarle, SE of Isla Gran Malvina.
The company was a failare and it stopped
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operating in late 1852, Her hull is beached in
the eastern extreme of Puerto Arpentino,

Koy Due: Former whalar boilt in 1911, 1¢
was parchased by the Falldand Islends Com-
pany. In 1950, shewas put off duty and sunk by
the fire of the artillery of the HMS Bighury
Bay in thes surrcundings of Wolf Rock.

Gwendolin: 102-tan schooner. Built in
Gasport (Canadalin 1370 by Camper & MNichol-
sons &% o yacht, She asrived in Islas Malvinas
in 1805 and it wasused by the Falkland {slands
Company far loca! eoastud navigation, In 1920,
it waa turned into a potiboon, In 10GE, she gunk
in the bay of Pusrto Argenting.

Philomel: Fishing one-engine ship, She
arrived in Islas Malvines in 1948 to zarve an
mail, pazsenger transport. medicsl care, and
cargo among islande. Letar, ehe was 341d and
re-namad Malvings, She ot on fire in 15957,
The hull is in the north of Puerte Argentinsg

Yehuin: B00-ton seageing tug, 43.6 m length,
10'm beam; ownead by the Rio Grande-based ail
company Bridaa She took part in the Malvinas
war in 1983, She guccesded in eluding the
blockads and reaching Puerte Argentino on
10" April end teck part In various missions,
iOnce the war was over, the Enghish kepk it for
thamealves.

FNA Islay Malvinas: Revenue cruiser of
the Prefectura Naval Argentink (Argenting
Naval Prefecture} built by the Blohm und
Vusu shipyard, Hamburg, Weat Germany in
1978, with a diaplacement of 64.77 ton, 27T m
length, 5.30 m beam, with a Browing 12, Tmm
machine gun installed. She set gail from the
port of Buenos Adres on 6 April 1982 and,
after some technicsl stops, srrived at Islas
Balvinas, dodged the British blockade, and
reached Puerto Argentino on 13% April, Sha
took part in several massioms, was fired by
English planes and damaged so that she could
no longer serve, When the war was owver, sha
was kept under British coniroel.

PNA Rio Iguoezi. Similar to the Isbas
Malvings revenue cruiser, she sailed in con:
sort te Poerto Argentine, She served for res-
cueg, military personnel transport, supply, and
guide for trade ships at the entrance channel of
Puerto Argentine because the waters were
mined, On one of her missions, she had to sail
to Pradera del Ganse, near Darwin. When
crogging the Senoe Cheiseul, she was attacked
by Ses Harrier airplanes and she run aground
and sunk; before this, the crew had repelled the
attack by shooting down one of the enemy’s
gircrafts, During this action, Jorge Benitez,
first mate and the one who oparated the ma-
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chine-gun, died and was raplaced by Petty
OHficar 1* Class Josa Ibafiez, responsible for
the well-aimed shoots,

HMS Arrow: Botish antisubmanne frig
ate, 3,250 ton of displacement, 117 m length,
12.7 m beam. Operating from July 1976; she
was damaged during an attack by Dagger air-
craft of the Fuerza Aéra Argentina [Argentine
Adr Forcel, opposite Puerto Argenting on 1%
BMay 1952

HMS Glasgow: British destroyer of 4,100
ton, 125 m length, 14 m beam. In service since
1878, she was slightly demaged during an
attack by Argentineg mircraft Skyhawk of the
FAMA [Fuerza Adra Argentinal spposite Puerio
Argenting. On 12* May 1982, she was reached
by 8 one-thousand pounds bomb, but the bomb
did not blow up until it was away,

HMS Galahad: British disembark ship of
5,560 ton. Sho was fairly damaged by bombs of
one thousand pounds that did not explode in
Bahia San Carlos in May 1982, Later, on 8%
June, she was seriously damaged by the attack
of Skyhaw plunes of the FAA at Bluff Cove, Fitz
Rov {Bahia Apradable). Eventually, she was
digmantled.

HMBE Sir Trigtan: Auxihary of the Roval
English Fleet of 5,550 ton, 131 m length, 19 m
beam. In commission as from 14% September
1957, she was seriously damaged by the firing
of Skvhawk planes of the FAA on B* June 1832,
She wag put aside and used as & blockship,

HMS Glamorgan: Britizh destroyer of 6,200
ton. Length 159 m, beam 165 m. She was
shghtly damapged during an attack of Dagger
planes of the FAA apposite Puerta Argentino
on 1" May 1982, Later, shie was reached by an
Exocol misgile launched from land on 12 June
1982 opposite Poerta Argenting. The mount
wag operated under the responsibility of Frig-
ate Captain Julis Marcelo Pérez and Frigate
Lieutenants [M Edgardo Kedriguez and Mario
Abadal.

Bouath of [sla Roledad

Teabelln: 130-ton Britizh schooner, Back
from Austrelia and bound for Lenden, she
wracked on Isla Aguila, southwest of Isla
Soledad in 16813. Before being rescued, the
survivors lved on the istand for some montha.

Robert Fulton: American frigate sailing
from New York to San Francisco, She was loat
at the same level az Isla Bougainville on 11%
August 1849, A boat with the firat mate and
the crew rowad up to Port Stanley to ask for
halp.

Courier; §00-ton American corvette sailing
from San Francizsco to New York. She wrecked
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m Bull Point, south of the entrance to the bay
under the same name on 1* April 1854,

Atlanie: Completely lost on Isla de los Loo-
nes Marinos on 237 November 1857, The crew
was reacued and transported to Port Stanley.

Sra Ronger 600-ton American chipper.
After sailing for sixty days from Liverpool to
San Francisen, she sunk on Islas Ruggles in
March 1860,

Horatio! 460-ton schooner registered m
Hamburg, Germany. Forty dayz aftar setting
gail from Yelparaiso, with a cargo of copper in
bullk, bound for Swansea, Wales, she wrocked
in Bull Point, south of the entrancs to the bay
under the same name, on 19 June 1860. Cap-
tain Holin, the first-mats, and szix hands
drowned.

Colonsay. 596-ton British schooner com-
manded by Captain Me Allistaar, Saiking from
El Callzo to England, she viclently run against
Isla del Aguils in the small hours on 14%
Avgust 1880, She was completely destroyed,
but the captain, his wife, and the crew ware
saved in a very difficult situation.

Lo Banfagoe: 366-ton Argentine schoanar
commanded by Captain Pedro Bascuotd, Sail-
ing from Iguigue, Chils, and bound for Marasille,
France, after thirty-zix days of navigation, lnad-
ed with nitrite, she wrecked on [sla Jorge,
gouthwest of 1zlz Spledad, on 31 BMay 12366
Ahoard boats, the crew headed for Port Stan-
Ley.

Malvern: British bark; she set on fire when
ghewas anchored on Isla de les Leones Marimas
on 13% Oetober 1868, The crew embarked on
the baata and rowed unkil teaching Port Stan-
ley.

Vampyr: Prossian brig lost in Low Bay,
north of Adventur: Sound, in Decomber 1870

Little Edeith: 570-ton British wooden schon-
ner. She was lost when gailing from El Callao
to Hamburg, north of Punta Aguda, Isla de
Bougainville, at 52° 03" of South Latitude, 58°
35 of W Langitude, on 19 July 1871,

Neptune: British bark. She wrecked on [s-
lar Kalp on 11" April 1873; the whole craw was
loat.

Sea Greal: 164-ton brig, Satling from Dart-
mouth, England, she was lostin Bahia Buggles
in Septamber 1874,

Admiral Fitz Roy: British bark that set on
fire near Cape Hom in October 1874, The crew
was restued by the brg Fairy and digem-
barked in Port Stanley in the occasion that the
ones from the bark Moss Trooper also did.

Moss Trooper: British bark with wooden
hull, Sailing from Landon to Valparaiso, she set
on fire and was abandoned on 20® October 1874,




SHIFWRECES IM CAPE HOEN

The crew was rescued by the brig Peiry and
disembarked, stx days later, in Port Stanlay.

Graigie Lea: Brtizh schooner with ircn
hull galing from Malden Islands, Polynesia,
bound for Eagland with o manure carge. She
wreéthked completely in Punta Toro, east of the
Eag; de Punta Toro [roadstead), in Decomber
1879,

David Law: Bark with iron hull registered
in Hasgow, Scotland. Sailing from San Fran-
cizco, with a coal cargo, ehe was complately loat
at the breaking watsrs of Islas de Elephant
Cays in September 1880,

7. F. Haendel: Gorman bark loadad with
coal and gun powder for cannons seiling from
Breménhaven {Germanytand beund for Hono-
lulu (Hawasian Islands). She cought fire south
of Iglas Malvinas and sot on fire in the sur-
roundings of Poerta Williams in November
1880, She alzo transported a statue of King
Kamehamens, whose reign in Hawail started
in 1793 and [asted until his death in 1318, He
entered history as the best and most progres.
give monarch the archipelags has ever had, On
207 Auguat 1818, he gigned an agreesment arnd
Bpasce treaty between the kingdom of Kameha
and the Provincias del Rio de la Plata through
which he acknowledged the independence of
our cotmiry, An Argpentine seaman, Captain
Hipihto Bouchard, was the first to achiove thas
diplomatic success,

Kilmoden: British bark with wooden hull
commandad by Captain Nails. Sailing from
San Francigeo with & cozl cargo, she was aban-
doned when she set on fire south of Islas Maly-
inazinJune 1581 The crew was rescued by tha
bark Penrith.

Star of Brunswick: British brig. She
wrecked in Bull Peint, soath of the bay under
the same name, on 317 May 1852, Five hands
drowned.

Rotamahana: 1,560-tom British frgate with
iron hulll Smling from Liverpool to Wilmington
(LISA) loaded with coal and sall, she wrecked
during a blizzard on the breakwaters of Tslas de
Elephant Cays, southwest of Isla Soledad, on
14" Aupust 1584,

Leigia §; Ialian bark that, sailing from
Genoa to Valparaizso, with general carge in-
cluding marble statues, wrecked on the Islas
Rugples, near Bahia Libertad, on 4* Septem-
ber 1885,

Perthshire: British barque with iren hull,
Sailing from Portland, Oregon (USA), to En-
gland with & cargoof lour and tins of preserved
salmon, she was lost on the Islas Blind, Canal
do Aguila, south of Isla Soledad, on 23™ Oeto-
bar 1885,
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Btar of Scotia: 1,000-ton bark with iron
hull, She sunk in Bull Point, south of the
antrance to the bay under the same name, on
27" Junms 1887,

Saint Mary: 1,540-ton American frigats
She wrecked during her maugural voyage in
Whals Point, south of Rads Agradables, om 10%
Auvgust 1891 She was carrying general cargo.
Captain Carver considered himself puilty and
cammitted suicide.

Vigcount: 1271-tan British frigate. Shoe
wiecked an Isls de las Laanss Marmaos on 1000
Mareh 1892 Saven hands drowned: the rest
ware rescued in very difficult conditions by the
ketch Resuld and for this the Chamber of
Commercs gave three inhabitants of the Lalag
Malvinas a madal for their "effort and hrav-

ary.”

Egtrella: Local schooner, former American
sealer, logt in Seal Cove, 53° 12° of South Lati-
tude, 58° 38" of West Longitude, during the
winter ol 1802,

Cagsard: 1, 707-ton French frigate with iron.-
hull, Shesatgail from Sidoey, Australis, bound
for Cardiff, England, ecarrving wheat. She
wrecked in Driftwood Point in June 1906,

Attie 1LM: Segler from Mova Scotia lost on
Isla Maria m July 1911,

Liepzigg, Numberg, Greigenau, and
Seharmhorst; Warships of the German Flaot
coramanded by vice admiral Maximilian Von
Spesthatwere sunk sputh eastoflzlas Malvinas
during the grest battle against the British
Fleet on 8% Decamber 1914, Two (German cosl
ghipa, the Baden and the Santa lsabel, were
gunk off Kada Agradable, south of Puerto Fitz
Haoy.

Belville: Iron bark beached in Puerto Flores,
southwast of Isla Soleded, in 1336,

Former Tween B Paloma: Local schooner
Tost between Islas Trite and Matley, near the
acenss to Bahia Baja, in 1843,

Indiana: Local sloop lost on Tsla de loa
Legnes Marinos in December 1945

Narwal 1; Argentine deep-sea fishing ship
of 72 m of length, 11 m beam. Whils she was
exploring at 66 miles south of Islas Malvinas,
ghe was sttacked by British helicopters and
later sunk on 9* May 1982, The wreckers wera
rescued by helicopters of the HHS Invencible
that kept them as prisoners

HMS Sheffield: 4. 100-ton Britash destroy-
er, length 125 m, beam 14 m. In commission as
from 16™ February 1975, she was reached by
an Execet missile fired from an Argentine So-
per Etendard naval airplans when she was 100
miles stuth of Puerto Argentino. The missile
did not explode, but it started an unchecked
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fire and the ship had to be abandoned. Sha
sunl: on 10" May 1982,

Estrecho de San Carlos Area

Fierre Lovit; French ship lost in the Estre-
cho de San Carlos in 1883.

Helen A Miller; 510-ton American schoo:
nor with wooden hull. She wrecked near Puer.
to San Carlos, under the same name of the
gtrait, in 1855,

Coguimbona: British brig lost on the Tys-
gen Islands; in the Estreche de San Carlog, in
18849,

Princess; 464-ton British schooner, Loaded
with iren lingota, she sunk in Port Sussex, near
Grantham Sound, Estrecho da San Carlos, on
18 June 1876,

P. N, Blanehard: 1 500-ton American Bric-
bargue, with wooden hull. She set on fire and
beached in Port Sussex, near Grantham Soand,
Estrecho de San Carles, in 1901

Fortuna: 163-ton schooner owned by the
Falldland Islands Company. She wreched ona
reef in BEast Head, near Fux Bay, in May 1806,

HMS Plymouth: British antisubmarine frig-
ate of 2,380 ton, 113 m length, 12,5 m beam. In
commission as from 11% May 1861, she was
renewed in 1872, She was attached by Daggar
airplanes of the Fuerza Adrea Argentina, oppo-
gite Bahin de San Carcles, Four one-thousand
pound bombs reached her; none of them explod-
ed, but ene made the depth charges detonats
and this started a serious fire on 5% May 1882,

HME Argonaut: British antisubmarine frig-
gite of the Leander type, In commisgion ps from
174 Awpguat 18967, she was slightly damaged
fduring an attack by a Macchi 339 plane, appo-
gite Bahia de San Carlds. [n a later attack by a
Skyhawk, two ons-thousand pound bombs
reached her and did not detonate, hut the ship
wis geriously demaged on 21 May 1832,

HME Antrin: British destroyer of 6,200 ton
of digplacement, 169 m length, 16.5 m beam
She was slightly damaged by an attack with
machine guns of Dagger planes of the FAA
opposita Bahia de San Carlos. A one-thonsand-
pound bamb aleo reached her and detonated on
21 May 1982,

HME Ardent: British antisubmarine frig-
ate of 3,250 ton of displacement, 117 m length,
12.7 m beam; in commissien from 1977, She
was seriously damaped by a one thousand
pound bomb that reached har during an attack
by Dagger planes af the FAAIn Sena Gramtham,
Estrecho do San Carlos. Later on, she wag
damaged again by Skyhawk naval planes. The
ship was ahandoned and sunk on 21 May
1982,
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HMS Brilliont, 3,500-ton anbisubmanng
Britisk fogate, 131 m length, 15 m beam;
comunission as from 1278, She was slightly
damaged during an attack by machine guns
opposite Bahia San Carlos on 21% May 1282,

HME Antelope: 3,250-ton Bntish antizab-
marine frigate, 117 m length, 12.7 m baam; in
commission as from 19756, 5he was demaged by
the impact of two bombe that did not explode
during attacks by naval airplanes Skyhawk
Bahia San Carlos. During the operations to
deactivate bombs, one of them exploded, the
ship seton fire and sunk on 250 May 1983,

HME Laneelof: British disembark ship of
B.500¢ton, 131 m length, 19m beam. In commas-
sion ag from Japoary 1964, she was farly
damaged when reached by one-thousand-pound
bombs that did not saplods, In Bohin San
Carlos on 24% may 1982,

HME Bedivere: British dizembark ship of
5,500 ton, 131 mv length, 19 m beam. On 24%
May 1842, in Bahin San Curlos, she was renched
by one-thouwsand-pound bembs that did not
explode.

Bouth of Isla Gran Malvina

Peru; Ttalian corvette commanded by Cap-
tain Plo. She was lost in Albemarie Bay, sonth
of Isla Gran Malvina, on 19 Apnil 1868

Anne Brooks: %6-ton schooner purchased by
the Falkland Islands Company i 1873 for Loeal
eoastal navigation. Commanded by Caplain J
P, Smithers, she wrecked in Fox Bay in 1574,

Ready, former Lefitia, formor Allon Gor-
diner; Brigantine built in Dartmouth, En-
gland, in 1854 for the South American Mission-
ary Society. She wrecked on the weatern coast
of Fox Bay m 13310,

Herald: 360-ton British corvetta. Sailing
from Liverpool to Valparaiso, after p saventy-
nine day’s veyage, she was lost on Isla de Jos
Pdjures, SW of Isla Gran Malvina on 12%
Aupust 1885, Captain Jones drowned.

Clorence S, Bemenit: American frigate with
iran huall of 1,999 ton. Sailing from 3an Fran-
rizen with a cargo of coal, commanded by Cap-
tain Grant, she reached the surroundings of
Cape Horn. As an important fire broks oot on
hoard, she returned to Islas Mslvinas and
anchored in the surrpundings of Fox Bay in
Decembar that same vear.

ARA Bakhia Buen Suceso: Argentine Navy
transport built at Halifax Shipbuildings, Can-
ada, She had a displacement of 5,000 ton, 102.5
length and a beam of 14.3 m. As a result of the
attack by Brntish aircraft, she sat on fire and
beached at stern at Port Fox, the engine reom
flooded, on 10 May 1982.
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Fusetey Sranling, Mahinos b

ARA Islo de los Estados: Argentine Navy
transport. Former Spanish the Transhétiraa,
of 5,900 ton, 80 m length, 10.5 beam, a speed of
14 knots, in commission as from 22 Dacembar
198 1. Carrying explosives and munitions, she
waz sunk by the bombing of missiles from the
frigate HMS Alacrity that almost made her
dizappear from the surface of the Edtrecho de
San Oarlos on 16" May 1982 Twenty-two hands
died and the enly two survivars were collected
on 1ela Cisne by the Ferrest, which had ben
getzed from the Falkland Islands Company
and was manned by pergonnel of the Argantins
Navy.

B/M Rio Carcorafid: Trader swned by
Empresa Lineas Maritimas Argentinas built
in Yugoslaviain 1962, 10 430 ton, 157 mlength,
20.3 m beam, While sailing along the Estrecho
de S3an Carles, during its usuwal supplying tour
for dwellers, she was attacked by British Sea
Harriers, abandoned and sunk m Pueric Rey
on 21% May 1982,

West of Isla Gran Malvina

Frances: Whaler brig registered in London,
Fhewrecked on the coasts of New leland, north
of Isla de San Rafael, on 15" February 1841,

Gienberrie: 350-ton British achooner. She
sk on fire pear New [sland during 1851 Tha
Tigre brig rescued the crew.

Ghaiccus: 340-ton British brig. Sailing from
Liverpool to Valparaizo, with an insared valo-
able cargo, wracked on Isla Goebernadaor, appo-
gite Puerto Francés, west of Isla de Waddell, in
Oetober 1854,

River Derpent: 54-ton schooner regiatered
in Liverpool. She wrecked and was completaly
loat on Isla Gaiesechoa, morth of Isla da San
Rafael, in August 1867, It is possible that she
was sent there to load manure, Her bell was
hanging in Colonin Charies in Port Christm for
years, Nowadays, it 15 on exhibit at the Muse-
um of Puerts Argentino,

Yarra-Yorra: 1.240-ton British bark. On
her way from Portland (U7SA) to England, she
was completely lost on the reefs of Belaver

Island om 29% April 1885 Bhe set sail from
Portlend with the bark Perthehire, which was
completely lost the previsus day on Blind Ts-
land, west of Isla de San Bafael, at 51° 49 of
Bowth Latitude amd 61° 17 of West Longituds.

Castalia, 97-tan achooneratranded at Good
Fravday, north of Isla San Jesg, in 1393.

Glangowan! 1,304-ton British frigats with
irs hull She set on fire in the surrcundings of
Port Stanley in her insugural voyage, loaded
with coal, sailing rom Swansea (Walss] and
bound for Sen Francisca, in 1895. Later on, the
hull was purchasad by the whaling station of
HNew Island.

Hodassah: 37-ton loeal sleep. She wreckead
near Isla Circuin, east of Isla San José, San
Julidn bay, n October 1896,

Savino: 1,225-ton Norweglan bargue put
ofif dultyin Port Stanleyin 1891, Damaged, she
was taken from the area of Cape Horn and
tugged to the whaling station of Naw Island
141480,

North of Isla Gran Malvina

Mory Griy: American corvette that, esiling
frem Santos bo Valparaise carrying sugar, was
comnpletaly lost on lala Borbén in Octobar 1845

Grenite: 150-ton American brig. Seiling
from Bagton to California she wrecked near
West Paint laland, sonth of Isla Bemolinos, in
Detober 1850,

Waldron: 600-ton American schooner. On
her way from Boston {eastern eoast of the
Statea) to Califormia {(western coast) with a
cangoof coal, she st on fire and was shandoned
between lsla del Resario and Tela Goicoeches.
The crew boarded the boats and disembarked
in West Point on 11" December 1850,

Leopold: 1,200-ton Belgian bark complate-
Iy lost on [sla Grand Jason on 12% April 1858,
Only one hand survived out of a crew of bwenty.

George Buiz: 226-ton American brig com-
manded by Captain Rich. Sailing from Phila-
dalphia to San Franciseo, with general cargo,
she wrecked completely on Isla Grand Jason on
267" November 1864,
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Alto: 200-ton American whaler schoonar.
Afterzailing for thirby-seven months from Bez-
ford, Mew Jorzey (USA), she was lost on Isla
Jason West Cay 1o the night of 12% July 1870,

Lotus; 115-ton schooner, Purchased by the
Falkland Islands Company. She was lost in the
Tamar channe]l on 2™ October 1872,

Lody Dufferin: 1,209-ton Britich fnigate
loat om Islas Janson West Cay on 17* February
1832, Rowing on beals, the captain and the
erew hoaded for West Point Island, where they
were collacted by the sloop Alfen Gardiner.

Genesta: 9%-ton local sloop bought by the
Falkland Ialands Company, She was built m
Elsingholm and she wrecked at the trags of
Puerts Egmont, north of Jela Trinidad, on 241
May 1888,

Foam: 86-ton schooner that arfmvad in Islas
Malvinas in 1863 to serve.as o mail and pilsts’
ghip. She was built and uied e erutser for the
miarquis Duferin and Ava. She wrecked at the
reafs of Carcass Islands in May 1884,

Argilehire: 37-ton Britizh brie-barogue with
iren hull. Commanded by Caplain W, Charm-
bers, she wrecked on Flat Jason Island on 17T%
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Juna 1333, The crew rowed and reached Isla
del Rogario.

Malving: 11-ton awdlipry sloop built for
the Falkland Islands Company im 1908, She
wrecked in Beef Channel, east of Isla Trimided.
Shewas the first propelled ghip on Islas Male-
mas,

Chance: 60-ton local coastal sloop. She
wracked on Grand Jagon Island at 50° 59° of
Sputh Latitude and 61° 14" of West Longitude
in 1806,

Boden Powell: 94-ton achooner. Sailing
from Lunchbourg, Mova Beotia, Canada, she
was lost on Elephant Jason Island s 51" 10" of
Sputh Latitude, 607 53 of West Longitude, on
2801 Movember 1807, Capkain Anderson and
his erer rowed until they reachad Isla Barkan,

Richard Williams: Former Allen Gar-
diner IT, thig sloop was built in Turnehapel in
1B74, Ehe beached on Isla Borbén in November
11

Karina Kirsen! Sloop put off duty in 19132,
Mowadays, she iz heached on Isla Borbén, She
was used a3 A pontoon to transport building
materials for the old locality of Hall




Seyveral hunters of amphibian (ges lion hunt-
erg) vigilad the Fuegian archipelage and, for
different reasons, they atartad to diseover plae-
26 In the Antarctie continent. The competenes
for finding hunting places made them look for
isplated locations that were kept secret. So,
when in 1818, Smith descried the South Shet.
land Islands for the first timo, sealers had been
using them as a hunting area for some years.
Therewas anather cage —the Amarican Palm-
er arrived in Deception Istand in 1818 and
turned the place ints his own enclosed hunting
area and, later on, the hase ofhis voyages that
included expeditions to the Antarctic Peninsu-
la. Palmer and Powell together discovered a
group of islands that later on would be chris-
tened South COrkneys.

On a zpecial mssion that had the aim of
circumnavigating the Antarctic continent at a
soothern latitude oven further than Cool's,
the Russian Thaddeus Bellingshausen discov-
ered the territory currently known as Alex-
ander Island (on the weet side of the Antarctic
Peninsula) and sailed in the zea now named
after him (1318-21),

The British Captain James Weddell (1820-
24} navigated in the sea that nowadays is
named after him arriving at 74°15" of South
latitude thanks to the fact that he found a pack
of ice with ample navigable spaces. Apart from
his explorations and hunting activities, he made
excellent ohservations on the Yamanas and he

e “Austral’ in Puerte Ceck, lsla dn los Eskadas [1905),

even bought a small bark cance {320 m long) to
replace his lost boat and described it in detail,
Among the geientific explorations thera wers
threa of great impartance for Antarctica that
also visited the Fuegian archipelago. In chro-
nological order, these weri: the French of Du-
mont dUrville (1837-18400, the American of
Wilkes (1835-1841) and the English of Ross
(18391843}, They were sl long specifieally
exploratory expeditions with scientific mis-
BIONE
With the Astrobole and the Zelee, Dumant
d'Urville explored the Antaretic Peningula, the
South Shetland Islands, and tried to sailin the
Weddell Sea, but ice prevented him from daing
eq; and, after a long voyage across the Pacific,
he raturned to Antaretica whers he namead
Adaehe Land before sailing back to Franes,
Charles Wilkes” experience —with six
ships— was different. Although the Qest was
numersus, it was not fitted for these seas, o he
loat sne ship and another had to be sent back
while the others were seriously damaged, Hia
expedition gob poor results and he descried
gome islands that were never seen again, He
cast anchor in Orange bay and cerried somea
brief explorations in the Fuegian archipalago.
Aboard the Erebus and the Terror, James
Clark Ross carried on a long and important
Antarctic campaign. Some of has discoveries
were Victoria Land, the Ross Sen, Ross [sland,
Ross Ice Shelf, where he traveled hundrads of

B
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The Anbarchc’s crew picking up g misch a3 pessible
balure the sinlcing

The "Andaretic” (1902}, under Mordsnskizld expedition,
sinkireg ooy,

Il'ha expeditionories on b
Uruguecey.”

e et W

The convedie Unuguoy’ back with the Anarchic's crew

ond ta axpedition under Mordenskjald {1903).
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miles, theJoinville Land, Paulet islands, Snow
Hill, Cockburn, etz Ha spent winter seasonson
Hermite island (one of the Wallagbon), Tt was
the most important expedition until the begin-
ning of the 30" century.

Gaven the loss of vessels and humen Ives,
the intorest in Antarctica guickly decreasad
On the other hand, there were not many ace-
nomie advantages as thers were no new settle-
ments in the devagtatsd gaalion explaitabions
and there weare a few whales laft (the regt of Lhe
epecies usually ptruggled and dank}. 16 was not
uintil the end ofthe century { 19%) that, with the
Harwagizninvention —sharpoon shoot with a
cannon— and the swollen of whales, that war-
like and large species such as blue whales and
eperm whaleg were hunted again.

In thiz peried only 1zalated nangabons of
eedlers took place. One of them was that of
Smiley “The Consul” that sailed with the barlk
Davigon down to the 80F Seuth [1848) The
|:41h:|:r.| l:_:-_llr Ligiz F'iuv.‘l!r]l BLl.rln.n VWi E sﬂ.lllng w:t.'h
him andd learning to harposn whalag and he.
came & raal sea dog sueceeding in facing heavy
storms and dengerous icebergs. In 1852, he
went on another voyags, To give an iden of the
situation in the area at that time, we conld find
the whaler Brisk {186{); the sealer Stoning-
tom (IB33); the Samaorang (1854 the Zoe,
which winterad in the Heard islonds in 1867,
tho Paeifie, wrecked in the same islands {18641,
the Somerset, which was in the Eerpuelen the
same year, These were just some ol the sealions
and elephont seala hunters that vsed to visit
Antarctica,

Bt we may say that until the Sieth Tnter-
national Geographical Congress, which took
piace in London in LE95, the scientific study of
Antaretica was delaved snd this sssemhls
encoureged ressarch imstitutes Lo influsnce
their corresponding governments to send mas-
gions te the white continent. & new chapterin
tho history of Antarctica was then opened and
o challenge to congquér the South Pole was
presonted.

Then fellvwed the expedition of Adrien de
Gerlache (1887) whi, accompanied by Reald
Amudsen, explored the Antarctic Peninsula
and had to winter there icebound. The fallow-
ing yvear, 0. Borchgrevnik's expedition win-
tered in a base set up for this purpose.

The interest for Antarciica incressed and
differentiated from “sealers” and expeditions
to Tierra del Fuego, which was being colonized.

Encouraged by the Seventh International
Geographical Congress{Borlin, 1859, scientaf-
ir expeditions started. All the branches of sa-
enca were incladed in the German, Sweden,
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English, and French expeditions, We are guing
tomention them without going into detail: Otto
Mordenslkyild's (Swade, 1901-1904) Robert
Scott's (English, 1901-1904), who was the Hrat
to fly over Antarctica in a balloon; Prof, Erie
ven Drygaleki's {German, 1901.1804); Dr, W,
Bruce (Scottish, 1902-1904), which set up an
observatory in the South Orkney Inlands, than
transferred Lo the sopervision of Argentina,
gountry that sceupiad it permanently until the
preaant; Charcot's French expaditions on board
of the Francais (1303) and the Fourguoi-
FPoef {1908), whichwinkered on both sccagions.

Itiz worth makmgsomething tlear: although
Arpenting did not taka part actively in Antare-
iic expeditions, thers were a pairof atbempis to
carry on goma. Julio Popper (1893 asked for
permission to set up o fetory in Antaretics.
And Bove’s expedition {1882], which later on
was hmited to the Fuegian archipelago, Avery
important step was the resene of the Swedish
expedition undsr Otto Nordenskgikd (8-11-1903)
by the corvetts Urnguay in charge of Lisuten-
ant Irizar. Hefound part of the expeditionanas
in Cape Seimoul and in Sasw Hill Teland. The
Amtoredic, whichwas taking them was trapped
by the ice till pressure destroyed it, The Argen-
e expedition leftseveral "cairns™which were
found later on by Charcet’s expeditions.

As for the corvetts Dlraegmeay, in 1922, it
went on sailing to Antarctica whare every year
this ship relieved the stafl of the metesrologi-
cal oheervatoryin the South Orkneys and South
Georgias. In this last island, worked Grytvik-
en, the whaling factory of the Argentine Fish-
ing Company (thers were other four whaling
COOT PN IS |

Then came Ernest Sheckleton's expedition
(1307-1908), which tried to srrive at the Seuth
Fole with Siberian ponies, but had to return
when they were just 180 kilom eters away from
the finish line.

Then cames Amudsen's expedition (1811,
which arrived at the Pole with sledges pulled
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by dogson 14% December that eame year. After
many penuries, Scott's arvived at the Pole (on
1IT% Janoary 1912) just to see that the group
hepded by Amudson had arooved first, Evary-
body died on their way back to the bass. The
difference betwean both expeditions was that
Amudgen’s chose light sledges and Littls equip-
ment, Seatt took heavy sledges, 233 doge, 10
poniee and was unluckily trapped in a storm
just 18 kilometers sway from the storehouse
with their provisions.

After this race to the Pole, there were other
expaditions that eould rely on agreatinvention
=tha mrplane, Tha first to fly over the South

ik e
The corvethe Urugueey' [F903].

L RHTANTE e

ol Eolin b Biilks v Tere = o e Foees da e

The Anjarchic’s crew wos rescued by the ‘Unuguoy'
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Genaral Luis Maria Cnmpns -n'&m:;n:' ha coreathe
‘Uruguay,” Foreground, o locky visitor, Botiom, o

AEOmInN wWarking

Corvatte Uruguery's bow, Har emodaling for tha sake
of pelar frips is::'rlvaurl:r saan

The Uruguay’ cubside the port, lugged river out.
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Portside of the Unsgpooy' toword stern. Botiom, il -
bwitdings and he pe-:}g g

Seaman wedring a fur pelar costume witohble for cold,
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Pole was Richard Byrd in 1928, Aflsr World
War IT and the beginning of the Cold War
bebween the TTSSE and the USA eaveral coun-
tries set up their bases, many of which wara
permanently inhabitad and, in fact, fow of
them work specifically for scientific purpoges,

Explorations went on, but not so regularly.
The one by the pilot of the Argentine Air Force,
H. L. Fautario, was vary important as he com-
pleted the first transpolar round flight from
Buenos Adres to New Zealand and Australia in
197 3. Thae fhght demonstrated the possibility
of joming South Americp (o Agia and Deeanip
through an air route. Nowadays, this same
routa 5 followaed by atrlines.

One of the most impertant events for the
Antarctic continent took place in 1859 when
the Antaretic Treaty was signed with ths glo-
hal healthy intention of safeguarding the area.
Themain points ofthe tresty are; The useof the
apace for pacific ends; Jurisdiction south off the

] & i ahTER el
T|'|-||. HS Er-d-l.ln;:m:p,' under Shodkdetar's
upu:ﬁliqn, mnl-m'l-g
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3P of South latitude; It does not affect sover-
eignty rights or claims; Free supervision, by a
third party,; to ¢ontra] the fulfillment of the
ragolatinng,

There are 13 Argenting Antarctic bases, but
not all of them are constantly oorupied There
are T Chilean bazes 8 German, 12 of the former
USSR, T Amarican, & of the UK, 3 Japaness, &
Augtralian, 3 Brazilian; China, Kore, France,
Poland, Uruguay, Indis, Italy, Bpain, and New
Zonland have one sach; 2 Soath African snd
ong for the NGO Gresnpeace to put inte prac-
bign its “eeologist” policy,

The H.M.5. Enduronce’ trying fe sat free
brom an ice frop,




South Georgias
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South Georgias are situafed in the Mar
Ausgtral Argentino. Although they are at a
laxtitude simlar to that of Tierra del Fuege
[batwien 54° and 66° south and 36" and 3a°
weal), they are regarded as subantarctic. They
have a séverer climate given the nfluence of
the White Continent —winds, currents, low ses
temparatures, and precipitations. Hegardless
of one’s opinion, the truth ie that they are
nearest to Antarctiza than to any othaer point
Their advantage Hes in the fact that their
waters do not freeze and this makes them
aparahia throughout the whole year, Tempera-
tures are lower than those of Tierra dal Fuege
—e.p., the annusl averapein 1904 wazof 1 4°C
while nt the magnetic shservatory of Afg Nui-
va island (Observatorio island, on Isla de fos
Estados}), which is at the seme latitude as
Roval Bay on Georgias, it was 4" C. Dbsarvats-
rip island was token as reference because, at
that time, there were no data for the rest of
Tierra del Fuego.

Az for the Sputh Orkney Tslands, subantare-
tie, we find that in 1904 the ses ot frozen on May
8" to open agrin on 2™ Janoary 1908, Le., 240
days afice. Let us bare in mind that water has to
drop below —1.9° C to start freesing and that
these lands are ab 607 44" 8.; just some 5" nearer
the seuth than Tierra del Fusgo or Georgias.
Average temparature in B908 was —2.97 Cand

T "catchers” :‘:u:m ur{,'i-,-ml:";n {phato taken in

march 1999],

the maximum ahesolute temperature of 7.4° C,
Thase parameters have no other aim than giving
g an kdea of the environment in which seaman
from the 1300s o the mid 19¥s, when the region
was vigited by seplers andwhalers, had to live, 1§
algo explains perfectly well why Isla San Pedro
[Seuth Geoergias) was chosen as the cantar for
thig activity

Given their pogition, the Georgias were vist-
ed by sealers and whalers from the moment they
started to sail the southernzeas. The izland was
first gighted in 1676, but it was not watl 1775
that the first men disembarked. These vovages
beeame more frequent with the age of whalers
and the settlement of factories. Sealsers and
whalars started to armive in September and the
last ones lefh in May, They had to lesve notonly
beenuse of cold, but also beeanse, by June, day-
light was reduced to about six hours; in Decem-
ber, night lasts about five hours. Both sunsat
and daybreak ave lng and the sun moves slowly
in the sky; but thereis enough lipht towoerk and
especially to gight whales.

A German expedition{ LE3Z-33) pettled down
in Roval Bay and conducted the first scientific
surveys althooph it did oot leave the bay. The
Antarefic’s Swedish expadition went slong
the coast for two months. Seientific research
was in charge of dockor J. (3unnar Andersson
who, apart from taking measures, surveyed
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the coast and took the first photographs of the
aren, At that moment, Nordenskiold was in
Snow Hill (Cerro Nevade) with Lisntenant
Jesé M. Sobral. It is worth resding what was
written in 1905 about the trestment given to
the Cia, Arpenting de Pases when, during that
same year, itappeared with the first cargo of oil
(165 ton, aboard the Argentinag ship Bolf], Tha
bright Arvgenting officials prastically regarded
it az imported (See Boletin del Cenitro Na-
val N° 256, p. Bdl, 1805

Itwas algo dector J. Gunnar Andersgon who
discowered a bay he named under Gryivikan
{1Gryte: pot; vikc bay; ea: the] given the fact
that, on the beach, he had found & boat about 3
meters long by 3.3 beam, & large pot to melt fat
pnd, later, another s Ope of them read,
“Johnson and Son W-ping Dock London,” Re-
muins of headsails were also found on other
beaches. These works wars the starting poing
Tor thiz igland to oMicinily become a place to set
up fishing bases, In 1804, the Cin, Arpentina de
Pesca was founded and Captain A Larsen was
appainted commander of its flest,

X

The eompany started to operate with s mod-
ern whaler and two gail transports and set up
in King Edward Cove, which wes declared Port
of Entry forthe Dependencies ol Islas Malvinasz
in 1912 A Britich commissioner was in charge
of the papars.

This cove was used as from the B00s by
soalers for tallow candle fartories. In 1906, the
Cia. Arpentina de Pesra obtains an allowance
from the British povernment to sccupy 20
hectares in Grytviken and another 2 in Jason
part, This antarprise and Carlos Lersen’awork
a8 a whaler eaptain had & great suecess from
the baginning. Between 1908 and 1911, the
Britagh government grantacd saven heensass o
four Norwegian and three Britigh companios
for them to oparate based on Georgias, A Gryts
vikcan-based flaat of twenty-one ships was opar-
afing. This place was chosen because of the
remarkable provision of drinking watar.

Togwe anides ofthe actavity, let us mantion
that, by 1926, the popalabtion was of 1,336
people in the different tallvw candle factomes of
thioisland. Only thres of them were woman and
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1,000 of thom were Scandinavian, i fact, most
of them were Morwegian, There were thirtesan
MNarwegian companies, three British ones, and
an Arpentine eme. About 10,000 whales wers
slaughtered peraeason. In 1914, the hunting of
right whales and mothars with their calves was
restricted. Their extinetion by the end of the
000 was already fearsd, and this almost hap

pena befora the middle of the century.

Omce the whaling erawas over, the Georgias
were visited by ships of the British Antarctic
Survey both on their way to and from Antare-
tica. More recontly, ships of the Polish and
former UURSS Meests operated on the Georgias.
They used to load drinking water or trenefer
cargn to factoryships in fiords. These fleets, as
the eastern ones later, ¢btained the corre-
sponding allowance from the British commis-
SIOnRaT

Culhng o whale on e
v | 1930

|shy Decepcion (Deception k).
In lote 19 cantury, sheorm
whilars mingled with cango
:-ui|inE sharis,
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The following bist of shaps wreched (and
abandonod) on the Georgias was compiled by
Danial Kuntachilk, an expert on the topie, who
goos on conducting ressarch. There are no
further details available about most ol them. In
Arpentine official divisions thers gre no records
and, if there are, they ¢annct be found. If some
reader happens to have infurmatien about them
or news shout some [les we could consult
plaasa lat ug Know

1798 Solly Sealer
1800 Conacda
1801 Earl Spencer
i8i5 Shallop
1816  Arpos
18168  Lovely Noncy
1817 Admiral Colpoys
1329 Hopes
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135 Lyn

186 Frittjof Nansen
1911  Bayard

1011 Comana

19146 Horatia

1916 Fortuna

1914 Unknown brig

1925 Sreona IT

1025 Galant

1926 Unidentified

1929 Sothern Sky

1930  Repulalor

1834 Shomea

1935 Bepita

1946  James Turpie

1960  Ermesto Tornguist

1951  DonSomuel (hghter) [ttaok place
in Fonta Mafer on Mevember 1319

1953 Sowthern Weape

1954 Southern Shore

1055 Stina

19546 Huzen

1965 Rusenio

1960 Southern Chisf

1861  Southern Sproay

1562 Soulthern Sitor

154 Stora

1964 SNaltra

1964 Sonihern Foster

1964 Sogrra

159654 Bouoet ¥

1954 Southern Peter

15964 Sowithern Poul

1564 Sabra

1573 Digue Flodanie Yoldia

1574 Dios

1975 Albatros

1583 Albatros I

1983 Petrel

N/D**  Shallop
ND Louise
N wolle

N/ Karrakata (high and dry)
N/D: no data

Some Specially Important Ships for
Georgias

These are not wracked ships, but those that
for gome reason were cutstanding or those
whose names were given to places in the area;
some can even be vigited nowadays.

Bayard (1811): A three-masted sailing ship
with iron hull of 67 m length and 1,335 ton. She
was built by T. Verman and Son in Liverpeolin
1864, When moored st the coal pier in Ooean
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Harbour, & fierce storm mads her run aground
Twao whalers{catchers, hunting ships) tried to
help her, but it was impossibla

During World War 1, they thought of using
the hull again, bt the ides was not carriad out

Brufus; Abandoned. Built in Glasgow in
1383, the former Sierra Pedirosa i a thres-
masted grest sailing ship with an iron holl of
75.89 m length and 1,686 tons. She was togged
by four catchers from Cape Town to Prince
Olav Harbour, where she was used as lighter
far ceal. Brutus [sland is named after her.

Louise: Abandoned. This was one of the
first ships Captain Carlos Larsen brought to
the island in 1904, She run aground on the
southern coast of Hing Edward Cove on 16"
Novembar 1904 and she has besn there singe
then. She was used to bring the first men for
the whaling station of the Compaiiin Argenti-
na de Pesca and they were lodged aboard until
barracks for the peraonnel were built. Latar,
eoal was storod on her, A three-masted sailing
ehip with a wooden hull covered in copper of
52.8 m langth and 1,065 tons. She was built by
G. And C. Bliss in Fresport, Maryland (USA),
n 1868, under the nime Jennie 5. Barker
She was employed for weod trade from the

ﬁ%;]m “cotcher” of Grytviken, Georgios s, (Merdh

WA
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Baltie to the Unitad States. Luiss bay took her
name translated into Spanish

Tijuea: This sailing ship is not on the Geor-
giaa. In fact, she wrecked sputh of Brazil on 28
July 1948, but ghe had had an outstanding
performance on the Georgias. She had 8 wood
en hull of 523 m Iangth with 348 measuremont
tons. Built in Mantes in 1866, she worked as
supplier from Buenos Aires and Mmtevideo to
Grytviken between 1507 and 1942; during her
parly years as a sailing ship and, from 1524 on,
with an auziliaryengine. During World War Ll
ghe zailed from Cape Town to Buehos Adras.
Tijuca point is named after her

Albatrog: Sunk at the Grytviken pier, She
is a steamer catcher of 32.8 m length and 210
maasurement tons built in Selvik, Norway, i
1921. When she was replaced by switter ships,
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she bacame a sealer. She was sdapted for use
with oil.

Petrel: Sunk at the Grytviken pier. Sheisa
steamer fghter, later transformed to oil, of
35.1 m length and 245 tons built in Calo in
1928, She was aleo used as sealer, In 1933,
thers was a project to rescue and reatore har.

Dias: Builtin Beverly in 1906, ghe always
worked o5 & stegm sealer (latar transformad
for use with oil) of 33.1 m length and 167 tong
Diaz Cove 16 namead aftar har.

Earrakatta: Built by Akers Makanish
Voerksted in Christianda {0slo’s former name)
in 1812, she has 32.4 m length, 179 tone and
has o 68-HP steam engine. She was owned by
the West Australian Wheling Company (nors)
Whin the mew catchers surpassed har, she was
raised to the top of the carsening wharf where
shewas left high and dry and,
from that memanton shawss
psed as a cauldron to generate
gteam to be uaed &5 motive
power for the establishment
She can be stall sesn in Husg-

Lille Carl, former Dun-
can Grey: She arrived in 1907
and she became the mosl fa.
mrous cabeher of the Gaorgias
Bualk in (8l in 1884, she was
20.6m length andjuat 77 tons
Although she started as a8
eatehor —shecanght awhalar
that was slightly larger than
har—, she was quickly sur-
passed and she was then used
to tugwhales —fat removed—
fram Gryiviken to the floating
manure factory Nor in King
Edward Cove, Ehe was alss o
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sealar und, when she stopped working on the
Georgies around 196(); she started to sail the
Rio Parpng as a tugboat up to Paraguay,

Forinna: Mamber of the first Qeet owmnad by
the Compadia Argentina de Fesca in chargs of
Carlos Larsen. She was the first catcher to
nrmve in Georgias, Buill by Framness Mekan:
ish Vaerksted from Sandefjord in 1804 for the
Argenting company, she was 80.3 m long and
184 tons, She arrived in Nevember 1804, Now
she can be seen almost ecompletely underwater
in Hope Foint. On 14" May 1916, she run
aground at full speed while the quartermaster
was reading & lfamily letter. She was so badly
damagsd that enly tha bailer could be saved to
be used at the factory,

['ndine She 15 registered as a steam yachi
and she was built by Leith m Scotland in 1884
Ehe served in the Royal Navy and transported
Gueen Victoria mn 1806, Carlos Learsen pur-
chasad her for the Compafia Argentma do
Pescan 1907 and took her to Izla de San Pedro
i5outh Georgias) where she arrpved en 227
September 19}, Captam Carlos 5. Larsen
used hor to visit every istand being exploited.
Then, she wos used as sealar and, later an
{1919}, she became a Gshing boat and was
bought by an Argentine company. Finally, aha
sunk in 1860 Two places are named after her
oni Isla Ban Pedro —Undine Harbour and Un-
dine South Harbour.

Caoronda, former Mantoa: She was built by
W. Gray in Hartlepool in 1892 and purchased

Famoms nf:h:'q:v-m:h ard tha w|1dina Fuc'h;u}r in ot l:;-u':|.':|'l.lih.ua.-rpJ on tha anrgm
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by the Christian Salvesen s Company. She was
54 6 m langth and 2, 733 tons with 279 HE,; she
was used as a transport and she first served at
thewhaling atation of Mew lzland on Malvinas,
The German sunk her during World War 1
(1917).

dames Twrpie: Cwned by the seme compa-
ny as the previous ene, she arvived on Isls de
San Pedro on 17% May 1910, Builtin Nawcastls
m 1851, shewas 82.5 m length and 1,732 tons
with 172 HP. She was used to store toal for
ateamers untal 1t was replaced by ol and she
sunk at her movrmg at Leith Harbour,

Brnesto Tornguist, former Croffsman,
Haompsiead Head, and Kommandoren I; She
was named after one of the shareholders of the
Compadniis Argentina de Pesca and she was one
of the largest of the company, Built by C. Con-
nall and Co. of Glasgow in 1897, she was 137 Gm
length and 6,620 tons. Originally, she was a
liner, but she was fransformed mie & factory in
1924 and operated on Isla San Pedro {Sowth
Crenrgia) as from 1832, On 16* Cetober 1950, 0
storm made her run aground in Windy Hole
{later renamed Tomquist Bay). The Petrel res-
eued her 260 passengers and most of her mats-
rial, Ernests Tornguist wis & Swedish banker;
his family continued hia line in Argentina.
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FridifofManyen: Among the floating facto-
ries we find this ship of 2,663 tons that was
built in Newcastle in 1885, The Sanderfjord
Whaling Company transformed her in 1906
Bhe sailed for 1sla de Ban Pedro for tha firet
time with two catehers —the Norrona and the
Snder: Un 10 Novembar 1906, on arriving in
the istand, she discovers a resf mear Barfl
paninsulswhich does not appear in the charts
and is now named aftar her: She split into thres
parts and sunk m seven mnotes. Except for
nineg hands that drowned, the cew was res-
cued by the catchers.

Flewrns: Builtin Savannah, USA, m 1919,
she was 42.7 m length and 355 ton. The Tons-
berg Whaling Company that operated thewhal-
ing station Husvk purchased ber n 1924 asa
consaquencs of an agresment with the govern-
ment of Malvinas to provide a mail service, Up
to 1933, she made over thirty trips between
Malvinas and Igla de San Pedro (South Geor-
gial; the Governor was sboard on two ooca-
gons. Then, she was sold and sarved m the
Morth Sea under the name HMS Thorodd
durmg World War IT. In 1958, she run aground
in Merway.

From Robert Headlond’s work,




Appendix 1
Voyage Along the Strait of Magellan
Aboard a Brig in 1849

Mr. Charles Waite was one of the passsn-
gers aboard the brig B.M. Presesitf in 1849, In
his journal, he-wrote down everything he expe-
menced dunng the crossing of the Strmait of
Magellan. In fact, his narration encompasses
the whole voyage which took place during the
gold rush in California.

She set sail from Caleis (Meine, T7.8.A.)
bound far San Francisco on 31 October 1549
and arrived in Puerto de Oro on 18 May 1850
It kool her just six months and & half At that
tima —ik 15 worth noticing— the Strat of Ma-
géllan was just the same Ferdinand Magellan
or the Nodal brothers might have found 350
years ago. The only difference was that Chile
had gant a gchooner, the Anend, and founded
& esleny m Puerto Hambre [former Port Fam-
inel; i.e, the nabon had just taken poaseszion
of the strait

Wait's narrative provides an interesting
detail —he mentione a lot of ships, moat of
them sailing shipa, and the first steamers.
Another curious aspect is the fact that ships
anchored at sunsst o in cage of bad weather,
He alse comments on Alacalufes visits and hife
on board in those days,

Om 1* January 1850, they were south of Hio
de Janeire. *This morning Mr. Me Curdy, one
of the passengers, suffered a gerious eolic and
dementia attacks, and the strength of two
men was required to hold him back, He was
given large doses of landanum, After liis ro-

covery, he woent on badly for four days. He

made several attempis at throwing himsslf
overfinarnd.”

“January 14* Today, we caught three alba-
tross with a baited fishhook. These are large
birde pecoliar to Cape Horn. One of them was
10 feet long across its wings "

“Janoary 22", This afternoon, at sunset,
we descried land to the west. Itturned out to be
the portion that surrounds the Strait of Magel-
tun, toward which we sailed two or three weeks
age”

"January 30" Wa are anchored in French
Bay, seuth of Port Famine, where we anchored
last Saturday. Part of the people living there
{in Port Famine} is sent by the Chilean govern-
ment a5 gerrisen and, I assume, this is to take
possession of Patagonia. The day before yestor-
diay {we arrived in this bay en Saturday), a
passenger managed to kill three puamuls, Their
meat 35 tasty. The same aftemoon, another
three passengers that were on land saw bwo
animals of the tger or cat spacies Through the
atraits, we have been pleasantly accompanied
by & #mall schooner, the Mount Vernon,' com-
manded by Captain Gibson. Being on land
some days age, I could read the narration of
Captain Bourne's rescue. Ho was caught by
Patagona same time ago and, after beingunder
their power for 87 days, he managed to escape
swimming up to a boat from Sea Lion island,
oppoeite Santa Croe."

“The "Orleans, a schooner from New London
like the 'Mount YVernon, arrived thiz after-
noon. The sountry looks barren... Thiz after-
noon, T visited the ghips that arrived today —
the ‘Fage,” from Edgardtown; the Providence,”
from New York; and the ‘Flight,' from Balti-
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more, Thus, T ot to know that our voyage had
been ag fast as that of any of these. "

"Fehrnary I We will go on gailing aceom-
panied by the ‘Orleans’ and the WMount Ver-
non, but, with head wind, they soon left us asg
they are actual ketches, ie , ships that gail as
any other in thess conditions. The wind blaw
very cold at ths lewvel of Froward Cape (the
southernmost pert of the South Americon con-
tinent} and with such strength that ajib came
to pieces. We had areally hard Hme around the
Cape, but evenkteally we managed to heave to
and anchored at Wood bay, 21 milez- from
French Bay. Now wo are heading right for
California. In the logheok, 1 find that the dis-
tance coversd along the straits is of 325 miles.”

“February 2. We set off early and sailed up
to 2 p.m. We reached Cabo Gallant and anchored
at Fortescue hay, where we found the brig Hob-
grt, frum Fall River, commanded by Captain
Colling and {as it i usual in our days! bound for
California, On our way, we descried the remaims
of & ship, the schommer ‘Sacramenta,™

e soon aswe anchored, some canoes full of
indisns approached theship. They mainly asked
for tobacco. They are a group of human beings
extremaly poor in appearance, We got down ta
land to see their houses, plain tents made of
ging, They have canoes made of fire-treated
bark. Their staple dist seems to be shellfish
and fish. They go half-naked with & sort of seal
gkin as costume,”

"Febroary 4™ We left the anchorage sarly
and sailed about 8 miles. We anchored at half
past three in the sftarnoon, we went on sailing,
and anchared in ¥York Roads Lo spend the
night. We pot down boland, The bark ol bregsis
muzch thicker than in our country.”

On February 5%, they east anchor in Boarja
boy, at the souree of Crooke Reach, Again they
met tha Fusgians of the Alacalof people. The
sranary was engrossing —the deep inlsts and
thehigh snoweapped peaks gave theamall brig
an insignificant appearance. A steamer was
EEE,

The Steamer Tennease

"After great trouble, she managed to cast
anchar. We vizited her and had newrs ahout tha
United States, 35 days after what we last heard
after our daparture, The steamaer is one of the
government’s mals and she is called Tennesze ™

“February 6% We left at 5 and 172 in the
morning and cast ancher abeut 35 miles for-
ward at 2 in the afternoon. According to the
newepaperawe read aboard the steamer... pros-
pecta in California are as pood as they were
when we aet sail We are very happy today, We
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have g hard-Tought ran with the brig ‘Hobert'
as with any other vesgel, but wa have defestad
the cape faithfully: We are both accompaniad
by tha wind.”

*February ™ AtSin tha moming, wa went
on sailing and came back soon after this. The
pdmiral (Le., a lguer cask) felt exhausted to-
day, but mn tho svening he finally refeshod
{ie:, he filled himsalf with ¢old water)”

“February B® The anchor in port all day
ling. Stroang and stormy wind. We had fun with
the men from the Robert,” They called on os
and we also vigited them, At sunseti, some
dancing animation sboard the "Robert.”

Thers was &t lesst one WomAD DESSEOEET 0T
board, Mr Wait writes down in the first part of
his joumal that “some dizpute, betwean the Cap-
tain and & woman passenger, Mrs, Shannon™
made her be disembarkod n Rio de Janeoo,

"February 9" Again on oor way this morn-
ing accompanied by the Robert’ and the ‘Fage’
Throughoot the last two or thres days, the
ponsts have revealed very rocky and we have
geen & number of glaciers. A horricane-like
wind takes our boom bowsprit. A new contest
with the 'Hobert.' We cest anchor at about
twenty miles from our enchorage last night,
but en the sonthern coast.”

“February 10* We weighed anchor early
this morning. The ‘Robert’ brig anchored last
night in the baywithus, but seenafter entering
she almost charges againstus, ILis Sunday, We
do not obsorve it too much on board, but all
warks stop, exeept for routine tasks. One or two
gfug sing gome hymns. [ read some paragraphs
from Moral Science,’ by Wayland,”

“February 1T Last night we underwent a
strong MW wind with raon pusts. | getup early
I have toinorder to prépars cocen. Simcewe left
Rio de Janeiro, Meason and | drink sur cocoa
together every morning. Wewent Duteh to bay
it m Rio, We stayed hare throughout the whels
rmr da.}rlll

“February 1 2* We got up at four to help, aa
all passengers have dJone since we entered the
strant. Winding the eapstan is first rate sxer-
cige, Wo zee lightning and hear thunder. Wa
et anchor west of Punta Cherenco at about 5
i the afternoon.”

After tea, Mr. Wait cimbed o mountain on
which a very fraghening bresze wag blowing, "1
eould see waterin several dirsstions among the
moantains. [tseemed as if oeean and rocks had

Hard-Working Passengers
On February 13%, they weighed anchor and
after tacking back and farth many times they
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antered the strait and ended up on the northern
beach, in Puerto Tamar, Here, as the Beagle
had dene, they explored the bottom throwing a
cable and they pot it back clean. Two anchors
were caught among rocks and they had to be
waighed with boats. On the beach, there were
the remaing of bwg shipwrecs that belonged o
«he Andes, from New London, and the Joke A
Ruyter. The diligent passengers artively col-
lected things, Among them, they found four
pipes, nails, and other various olpects. On Feb-
roary 14" 16% and 16*, they worked in collect-
ing pieces of iven whils heavy storms hil, Puerio
Tamar. A great eteamer they assumed to be the
Leach Sands sailed past on the 16" al sunsst.
Om the 17", they tied tghtly & small boiler from

Ur!g the mnhﬂa MCOrNGE. -

4%

the Buyter, On the 18% they still were in Puerto
Trmar.

"February 18 Farwind! was heard. The
following minute wo were leaving the port T
once thought we would stay in, We sailed past
Cabo Piar, the SW extrems of the weatesn
amirance (o the strait.”

Thevovage poes an in the Pacific Ooean. We
can sot how these passengers had to adapttos
seamen life althoogh they were not sailora. We
gan impgine that ifthey did nothelp atleastin
menial works, a six-month vovage could malke
anybedy bored and tired.

Author's nots; the present narration wis
extracted from the book Cabo de Hornos, by
Felix Biezsenberg

.




Appendix 2
Anne Richmond

On 30 Muy 1578, the chargé d" affaires of H.
British Majesty forwards & binocular glase
with which hiz government presents Dion Luis
Fiedrabuena, Captain of the Argentme schoo-
ner Sanba Cruz. The veasel had rescued the
wreckers of the English bargus Annie Rich-
mond, whom he picked up at high s¢a on 6
Cctober 1ETH.

On November 16, in a letter addressed to
zenecal Julio A. Roca, Navy Ministar, Luisg
Piodrabunna acknowledges receipt of the Brit-
ish present.

References: Ministorio de Helaciones Exte-
riores, Archive, 1878, Thplomatico v consular.
Inglaterra. Caja 207, Legajo n® 10,

Buenos Ayres, May 30™ 1378

Monsieur Ministre:

[ hair pleasure in fennarding to Your Excel-
leney a hinocular glass, which the Majesty's
Government desire to present to Captain Luis
Piedrabuena of the Argenting Scoonar *Santa
Cruz” of Buenos Ayres in acknowledpement of
his humanity and kindness to the ship crew of
the barque "Annie Richmond”™ when he picked
up at sea on the 6% Detober last, and T hair to
by Your Excellency to cause it to be prasented
to Captain Luis Piedrabuena.

I pvail myself of the cocagion to often to Your
Excelloncy the assurance of my highest congid-

aration.

d“ June, 1878

The Department of the Wavy should keep an
authenticated copy, and the box containing the
present by tha English povernment to Captain
Piedrebuens shonld ales he forwardad,

Acknowledge receipt to the English Lega-
tion according to the termes agreed and publish

Buenos Ayros, 4 June 1873

Morisisur Ministre:

I hair pleagurs in forwarding to Your Excel-
lence an authenticated copy of & note by H. B.
M. Legation that accompanies a pregent to
Captain Don Luis Fiedraboena, present Lisa.
tenant Colonal

[ hope Your Excellence will send this supe-
rior afficer a copy of the Legation note a5 soon
as possible and the British Governmant's re-
gards [...] for his bravery.

Crod save Your Excellency

Buenos Ayres, 16" November 1878

Monsieur Ministre, Dn, Julio A Hoca:

| have been pleased to be presented with a
binocular glasa by the British Majesty's Gov-
ernment for having rescued the wreckers of the
Barque *Annie Richmond."

In requesting Your Excellance to give thanks
Far this proof of esteam from the English Gov-
ernment via the eerrespending channel, [ avail
myselfef the seeagion ta often to Your Excellen-
ey the aggurance of my highest consideration

Luis Piedraboena




Appendix 3
Beagle

Schooner Tomarrow

Built in Norway ag a rescue ship, sha was
designed by Collin Archer, the same who had
coneerved Roald Amundesn's Fram. At that
time, thers wers three kinds of rescue ships —
n 19m-long one, snother 1425 m long, and
ancthar 3 m long.

Thiz achooner was 19 m long, 240 m desp,
and she displacad 30 bons

Germin Gustava Prillwitz purchased her in
15964, Bhe was in San Fernandg (Buenes Aires)
and he took her to Mar del Plata to use her as

Il

a fishing vessal. Before thas, she had already
sunk in the Rio de la Plata.

The Master Fisherman Ballesteros, from
Mar del Plata, took her down to Ushuais in
1969 to cabch spider crabs for the company
Brisighelh (in Bahia Lapataial, But Tater on,
the fishery was closed down and she stayed in
port rather abandoned, Sheaunk therain 1875,
After putting her afloat, she was swung, but
the fast snapped with a strong MW bresee and
she ended up in the old amrport i Naval Alr Base)
in the peninsala, in November 1583,




Appendix 4

Purisima Concepcion’s Wreckage

The avcounts writben when the Purisima
Concepeidn's wreckpge took place in Penin-
sula Mitre and during the novigation of the
gcheoner San José de los Animas up o
Buenos Adrez are worth toanseribing hterally.
We will find a rich description of the Haush
natives, who had little conteet with the Buro-
peans. The place i also depicked in & interast-
ingwayanditwholly agrees with Caleta Falsa,
except for the fact that in these accounts the
latituds given iz that at the mouth of the
channsl that leads to the shipyard.

Eaading about the causes of the wreckags
tumz out fo be interesting, It seems that this
happened due to a misinterprebed order or,
simply, because there was some lack of expar-
bise in trymg o take it At moments, every-
thing 13 50 coarse that il even appears o be
dene on purpoge. Every line i3 kept just as Don
Héctor R Ratto branscribed it —we believs
everything can be understood on its swn.

The [ollowing transcript is an extepct from
the Recopilacidn efectuada por el Lenisnte de
navio Hector B Batto en archivos y bibliotecas
eapafiolas para el Barvicio Hidrogrifico Argen-
tine, Sevilla, diciembre de 1223,

Pigee I.- SBummary of what happened tothe
Register ship "Concepeadn,” which wracked nt
abaut 547 30" 40 the eastern coast of Tierrs del
Fuoego when bound for Callas, Copy with no
gign and no date (p, 1),

Fioco I1.- Excorpt from the register journal
of the *Concepeidn,” commanded by eaptam
Curruchea, sent to the Prince of San Lorenze
and followed by the account abaut the building
of the schooner "Muoestra Real Capitana San
Jesaph v las Animas, slias Buen Sucase” (p. 31,

Pigea 11L- Copy of & Bing's order dated in
San [ldefonso on 2% Ockeber 1766 in which, on
being informed abowt what had happened to
the "Concepridn® and sbout the friendly dem-
onetrations of the Indians of the region in
which she wrecked, he gives instructions for
the settling down of a colony and & port of
distress for ships that cannot doubls Cape
Horn. The Governor of Buenos Aires, Dlon Fran-
cizsco Bucarelly, alss gives orders for priests to
be sentto evangehze the Indisns and instructs

that the expenses be paid by the Royal Trea-
sury [Author's note: not tranaeribed) p. 40.
Bound for Callea, Currachea’s Conespeidn
was lest on the eoast of tierra del Fuego al 54°
1/2 Latitude on 10" Januoary; all of the lugpage
was recovered because they beached with falr
waather —they disembarked victualg, tools,
waod, some fabric, and all they needed to stay
for some time in that placa. They apent thair
infortunate diys m a plain sheltered by a
waod, right next to a good Z6-fost-water harbor
with a sandy and muddy bottom; it must ac-
commodate op (o I vessels, the entrance iz
narrow and this channel is § 12 fathoms desp;
they started to build & 28-cubit schooner, her
keelwas mads from 8 maintepmazt; they jeined
the bowsprit, masts, yards and topmasie for
planking and they got the fastening by burning
halfof the vessel'shull that the ses had washed
on land; 193 men set sail from thisharbor on 39
April and srrived in Buenos Aives, heving loat
3 of them, on 24" that same month. Part of this
erewis aboarnd myvessel and T heve tried to get
this news, on which overybody agrees, from
sams intellipent and sensible men. Itis a very
fertile land, with lots of wild celery of a vory
delicate flavor: plenty of a species of berry;
camomile in hawthorne-like bushes, and an-
vther strawberry; all of them very taaty,
Matives are very humane and amiable, of a
rather medium baight, white, blond and of a
good natare, their cosbiume is made of guanaco
and sealion skins, bow pod srrow are their
weapans, they live oo fish and, in those days,
there was awhale beached and theytook pieges
from it little by lttle and then kept them
underground fromwhers thoywarelpter takan
out and paten alf-roasted, they wear rosaries
an their necks and manacles or bracolots with
steme and shell beade, and they wanted the
erew to pregent them with some. They make
fire hy rubbing twe sticks anywhere they want,
when this trew boarded it was on thase Tndi-
ang' shoulders becavse they voluntesred to do
o this favor, There are many frisndship and
fondness demonstrations, so 1t 15 evident that
it would be easy to tame them and, if thay are
good-natured and the country is fertile as these
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pooplas say, it would be very convenient to
have a colony there, and & port of distress for
vegaals thatfor eome misfortune are not able to
double the eape; thers are different sorks of
woods and in soms of them there is wood
suitabls for building.

iIncomplata)

{Arehive General de Inding- Sevilla-
Audiencia de Buencs Aires- Expedientes o
Instanrcias de partes- Afiog 1771 a 1776- EsL
124- Caj. 1- Leg 16.) Carpeta/Thario del
naufragio del regigtre de ls Concepeifn en la
Tiarra del Fuego recibide por el Principe San
Larenzo an noviambre de 1766,

Resolution

Musgt be kept unti] required.

Jaurnal of the Rex. the Concepeiin’s wrach-
age —which had laft Montevideo on 6 Dhecem-
ber 1764 for Tierra dal Fuegn— and having
been lost, & schooner was built on the istand
They returned to Montevides on the latler, as
it i3 stated n her navigation in the document
previsusly forwarded,

Wednesday 8 Januwary 1765

Ak noon, pilots could not see the sun becanse
of the horizen being hidden by s blanket of
clonds and, by the log, they were at 53° 37" and,
therefors, 25 leagues away from the nearest
land, 80 the captain ordered to stesr S5W
trying to discover it during daylight [Sounding
on the surroundings of Tierra del Fuego, and
her beaching in the night], bot on not having
gucceeded by Bin the afternoon ([ say afternoon
because sun would not fall until %), soundmg
was carried out and 58 fathoms wers mea-
gured; later the watch went on second pilot
with orders to sound every two hours —buthe
went to sleep without having taken the order
given at 12 and leaving the watch to the boat-
swain and the apprentice pilot, who did the
same. The caplain, wha had to get up for his
watch at 12, did not remember thisunti] 112
when he called the apprentice pilotand, having
pone out on the peop deck, asked if they had
reached 40 fathoms, and they answered that
the second pilot, according to what they had
been gaid, had not sounded, instead of seund-
ing immediataly, he ordered the people had
something to drink and then made the sound-
ing line to be prepared and ordered to tack the
foresail when darlmess that mdicated land
was seen, g0 spunding was postponed and he
ordered to fall to leeward to fall offto starboard
first taking up the mainsail up at the same
time, (beaching and loss of the vessel) during
which maneuver at 2 12 we ware beached still
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not deserying land on the seland ralled land of
bre awsy from it about 2 cables and about 5 o
G leagues from the Maire strait, in barely 4
futhems of sand and gravel bottom. The unex-
poctad misfortune really disturbed na and filled
s with dread and fear especially seeing the
eaptain and the second pilot puzzled, not know-
ing tha land as they eaid islas delos Estados was
as small ag that of Fire bacanse of the thick fog
and the blanket of storm elouds on the cosst
Arnyway, in the middle of such confusion they
tried, &s soon as possible, to throw the launch
to thewaterin order to have a hauling line with
an enchor to the NE, Verifying the rope's end
was taken by the stern and they started to
heave astern and, at the same time, to drop A
largs kedgo with three warps to the menticned
course to achieve the dim more satisfactorily.
At the same time, the forling of all the sails was
ordered, which was accomplished with some
fatigue because of the fear and distress the
crew was suffering from. In this interim, the
vessel was struck by swells every now and then
and this tore our hearts off from pain. All the
crew having been assigned to the capstan snd
rigs ta the two hiauling lings in order to take the
hull out swimming. But it did not move favor-
ably for an hour because it was at low tide. So,
it was thought ta be convenisnt to lighten
throwing sumne three cases and everything at
hand between the bridge and the deck; the
master taking everything down one by one.
The water having started to riee, we were
pleased tn see the vessel swim. But this did not
last long pires, As usoal in these cases, all the
care was oo the pumps to satisfy the water
pressure; although the vessel struck slightly
when beaching, she made a lot of water and
this was inereasing even when the 4 pumps
wera working. This is why, after the vessel was
in @ fathoms, it was crdered to ply changing
ropes and warps to bow and we stayed like this
s that, at the same time, the whole crew
together shoold pomp without stopping, This
wasvery smartly carried aut, but there was not
relief ag it was increasing. Therefore, the diver
was sent down to inspact the damage. The one
who was in charge of the errand said that the
main board of the keel's apaduadura was
awelled up or almost completely unpegged.
With this sad piece of news, apart from that of
having & fathom and a half of water in the hold,
and with two such hopsless aceidents, it was
impoasible to smil on ta their deatination. Out of
necesgity, they decided to eut the ropes and
navigate to run aground for the vessel not to
gink in desp waters, Thus, wewould try to keep
oar lives g well as the supplies safe. At that

R
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moment, we Teit like dying en route with no
news ever about us, CAuthor’s note: the wrech-
oge becomes clear from the readimg. They
beached in 4 fathoms of waier —onge fadfiom
egiale I.82 m, but af that fime Chere were
fathoms of various lengths that ranged, aocornd-
i bo the reglon where they were used, as from
150 m; i thiscose, we think i ivabout 1.80—
toith tide lowering, and with o boat they plpoad
fwo ohehorsio heate bhe houling nes when tha
Hde rose. Fortenelely, o= & is o calm day,
naither fhe swell mor the bresking waler are
gfrovng. The tide rises, the ship Toats tn & fath-
orms of unaber, Dt she inexorably sinks in spite
of everybody's pumping, The order woas given
for the vessel to steer stralght for land in order
to have maferialy ovailable fo build anothey
veszel.}

Abandonment of the vessel and
difficulfties to land

Then, they mmmedigtely ordered to fetch
water, punpowder barrele, and ns much bread
as posaible from the high chamber, but most of
the last was lost because the water had already
reached the lazarets after the vessel had stesred
straight for land in the amallest place a com-
pletely lost beach promizsed. In oxder to keep
the hull complate, they cot the masts and took
all the supphies form it and then they tried to
build a float with the upper masts, spare yards
and booms n order to use it to tranaport people
bo land, At the same time, the launch and the
jolly boatwero loaded with s many biscuits s
poszible along with part of the erew, gunpow-
der, and weapons for fear that there were
Indians on the island. But the hwneh retumed
on bosrd as she had not been abls to emter
because the coast was very rough. There was
high nsk of loosing her; what would have
convdemned us to end up oor days among bar-
bariansin a wratched condition. [Anthors nofe:
they were dretiched Wwhen disembarking either
on the meke-shift fload of masts, fopmasts, and
yards oron the boot since the breaking of the sen
and Lhe curvent were strong. O the ofher hand,
nowadayy thiy ix the wgualwey fo disembarkall
alang this seashiore) In the afermoon that
same day, the weather having cleared up a
Little bit, the lwnch en route unloaded the
bread shewas earrying on the beach and sailed
back together with the jolly hoat to Joad sup-
plies. And in order not to stay on the vessel as
night waz falling and they feared gome storm
could smash the hull to pisces and put the
people's lives at risk, staff officers, pazssengers,
and the crew bosrded the launeh and the jolly
boat. They had to throw themaelves to the
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water not baing abls toreach land and with the
help of the paople in the water up to their
waists, the launch wes unloaded. Later they
decided to load the boat only with the Eunel
which, on sailing to the vessel, found the float
with over 50 men on board imploring God for
mercy becangs they were about to run againat
a dangersus craggy point drageed by the force
of the current: and thare was noway out. Their
lives were at rigk because the sea was running
high and spindrift was blowing roughly, so the
launch togged the float until they almost
reached land and the former returned on board

Deepite the night was falling, the launch was
leaded with bisewits and the rest of the people
boarded, but on sailing for the beach and al-
though they tred hard they could not reach it
because the backwash hed grown a lob. So,
having left only 4 men who decded to throw
themselves to the waler, they returned aboard
op to the following day. They spent the night
very worried fearing the hull woold open com-
pletaly because of the high sea and the sontin-
unae hitting against the bettom, Likewize, the
nnes who had hed the opportunity to reach land
spent the mght spaked through and fesling
wretched on a craggy hill, They could not ragt
becsuse of the extrome cold and the fear of &
sadden attack by the Indians, whose footprints
and trails they had found. (Author’s note: they
were warried about the ship being shatiered to
pieces by the turbulent ser and the continpous
hlowrs against the bottam; situetion which s
repeaied in many wreckages in the area.)

On the following day, being 193 paople lost
withouot resources in this deaert, we needed &
more gomfortable place notonly to settle down
and sail for the vessal bo Jook for the nacessary
things for sur subsistenca but also to build a
new vessel (Author's nole they wrore concerned
ebot finding a p!qm to sod wp o shipyard close
to the vessel they hod lost fo be able fo gef
materiale, Let us remember thal, sven wher
there are woods, nails and pegs are necessary fo
nail down boards and ribs) which, with the
help of the launch, could take ue at laast to the
strait of Magellan. Even if our launch were
enlarged, she was not able to contain on her
own half of the vessel we were building; net
even without supplies. Having reached land,
the captain was informed that the master had
set off for the NW at dawn in order to discover
a mars comfortable place, 8o, hopang to find it
ang way of the other, he set off with £ men for
the Con the 1 Although he walleed far about
2 leagmea along the shore, hie found nothing but
Indiang' footprints and trails and, from place to
place, some abandoned hut showing signs of
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fire having been made inside and of shellfish
consumption as there were shares of barmacles
ghellsseattered, And slthough thess fragments
made them distrustful, they climbed a very
high hill sitwated by the seawishing to discover
some comfortable place. And in fact there was
ene apparantly sbout 2 Lo 3 lebgues awayin the
same direction (Axthor's nofe: & may be Rio
Policarpo that ot full tide resembles o bay, The
river 5 very plentifid, A Ieague equals 3 neetd

cod mifes.) They saw a sea arm in the way of a
plentiful river that entered inland along the
foothill of a high mountain ont it conld ne
longer be seen. Aceording to what they saw, it
gepmed to be vseful for their purpose so they
retorned to their first barracks. Later, they
tried ty po end inspect the place, but they could
not as the launch was needed and this was
slways busy.

Digcovery of the harbor, H. Ratio

The captain veered for the mentionsd E
eourse and, one league away, they discovereda
harbor whess the sea was very amooth, They
found it & very nice bay with a very narrow
eptrance and sheltered on all sidea. At the
bottom they saw emoke coming from the wood
and, having no doubt there wers Indians thare,
the captain decided not to sk a mesting with
only four men and no waspons. So they re-
turned to the departurs pomt and he gave the
order on board for the launch and boat to set
sl Inaded with bread and candles, double the
pornt and sail on for the © until finding the
harbor they were announced about whers they
should enter. And with the idea of arriving at
the same Cime or a littla earlier, he sat off on
foot with 20 armed man heading for the men-
tioned harbar. Bafora, they had locked from a
high position, now it was necessary to walk
through the wood (which is very thick). They
found this very hard but they ware quits re-
heved to sea they could obtain the firet picces
for the building of & vesssl that could carry all
of them (Authors note: knees ond ribs, The
wood {5 stiuoted hefors the entranee to Codeto
Feilsa, uralking from nordh fo southeast; buf ab
present, 1996, i has ot many lorge frees),
After walking past that weod, they started to
hear aloud din in the distance that appeared to
come from thousands of Indians who were
gummoning #s some vaices answered others; so
they hastened in order to find the vessels that
had to be near and join them assoon as posaible
before the Indians could reach them (Author's
note; meeting with the Housh peoplet. In fact,
the vesaels were approaching so they stopped
and the Indians started to approach and the

1*h

geamen realized they were no more than 26 to
40 men and women, They were coming in &
tumult making various gesturss but taking
care in gtaying at a certein distance from us
heving first pot their arches and bows away in
their zarzales so the captain also made his
people leave their weapans. In this way, both
sides met with many frendly demonstrations;
the Indians shewing amazement m different
wiys at seen white men (Author's note: inspece-
frg exch obher). Theiv caricaity was insatiable
—apme wers temptad by clothes, others by
beards and others wanted to sxramine nndsr
the clothes. At that moment, the launch and
the bost approached; their bows heading for
the place where the people were with the Indi-
ans Un seen the two vessals, they jumped and
humbled themselves in many ways and our
pecple hugped and caressed thom as friends to
keop them glad, But always with saome eare for
fear that mors Indians came out from the
neighboring woods, Nevertheless, they ap-
peared to be people of little evil and their
weapona were not at all offeneive.

Barracks

The vessels unloaded, thay returned abosrd
totake all kinde of supplies and sails in order to
sat up sema barraclks both for owr shalter and for
supplios, but this would be Grished lote 2o it
would not be possible to make another trip.
Then, nobody was left on board in case some-
thing could happen and evervhody stayed on
Innd umtil the following day. (Weather} Theae
dava have besn very ecold end it has rained
comtinuously, We were alsn disappointed sever-
sl tmes becapss of the rrew's robberies —thay
openad chests, paper cases, boxes and every-
thing st hand without saving supphes, which
was very sarious beciouse of the daomage caused
to-everyhbody

Safurday 12

After dayhreak, the launch was sent abeard
to bring supplisa and, at the same time, the
people who stayed an land were ordered to
bring all the victusls thathad been unloaded in
the firstquarters{Authors note:wreckage place
sittieted one league to the easf awray from the
haorbor, e, o the southeast) to Conselacion
harbor, which was chosan for our lodgings and
for the building of the vagel we ware wishing:
{ehipyard, barracks, robbrerivs, indisapline] two
barracks were to be built, one to Keep supplies
and another for officers and passengers where
the weapens that could be reacued were placed
to be at hand in ¢ase of some Indians’ invasion
or ol an uprising of our peeple, [t was necesaary
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ko be careful wath both; Treabze some comrades
(and some voung as them) took far their bar-
racks all the saber-puns and some rifles with o
hidden intention, but then tha srdar ol building
the ship was given and both calmed down,

Food and order

Criw quarters of 12 men each were Tormed
and their corresponding ehief was assigned Tor
the allotment of work and food, It wae agreed
that the latter were every 24 hours seasoned in
a cauldron from which evervbody, from the
captein down to the most ingignificant ealin
bay, would be served. One day the maal would
be 2 shere of dry beans end the following
another of corn, and the bread ration, one
ship'a bismuit a day.

Tt was ales ordared to give the crew a draft of
brandy in the mernings, and that two quarters
kept watch during the night with their weap-
ong. One up to twebhoe ind the other until the
following day, four men being stationsd at a
short distance from one another in different
places of sentry spreading the word from one to
anasther, from time to dme, beranse of the fear
for the Indians (who went on visiting us i the
night) and te watch the suppliss.

Sundoy 13*
Cutting of wood for the bullding of the
vessal

U this day, we started to cob wood both for
the stockblocks and for some suitable pieces
for the hull. We decided the last one tohave
Bd-cubit keslwith its corresponding measures
Corpenters and woodeutters devoted to thia
task most lengingly., Likewise, some hands
started to take the logs cut in the wood and
others atarted to clear the undergrowth in the
place thathad been marked to build the stochs.
We were alse glad to get the launch and the
jolly boat with two boatloads of supplies, [Au-
thor's note: the stocks was o building made of
weood, either boards orlogs, on which the vessel
wae alipped onee ready, On many occasions, i
started os o scoffolding Fhal grew with the ship
and also propped i}

Although during the frst day of our unforty-
nate loss, we tned o tals out the box of the
Chapel, Mass could not be celebrated because
thinps were not in their place and apparently
there was no place for that,

Mondoy 14 to Sundaey 20™
Wood culting goes on

Work was vigorous these days —people on
the boats made tripa to the vessel, and the
carpenters and the rest of the ecrew worked
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cutting wood snd transparting frapments nse-
ful for building from the baach. By this last day,
we hod the frames, sternpost, etem, and Jkosl
shaped and fized, The Iast one was made from
# jury maintopmast; the stocks being complete-
Iy finished,

On thia last daywe were pleazed to have Ouor
Father Chaplain Fray Juan de Camiruags,
Urder of Our Father Saint Francia, tocelebrate
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, We all enjayed
it and part of the Indians also heard, soms
knealing down and others sibting very guiotly.

In these days we underwent o changing
weather, sometimes cold, other: mild with
WHEW wind.

Monday 21°
Starting with the vessel

This was a very rejoicng day for (sic.) 4z we
saw how, &t 2 in the afternoon, the keel, ths
gternpost and the stem weare put in their places
(Author's note: the keel, the séernpost, ond the
sterme make up the base of the veasel on whick Ehe
erhale frame ix loter ossembled in the Tnade-
out" shephwilding frodifion). The launch saled
to the vassel and brought some sails, cordages,
pitch barrels, and the rew brought to the
shipyard boards and other necessary fragments
from the beach, On board of the vessel, the
earpenters started to take piecea out from the
quirter deck taking care of throwing them inta
the waters when there waa hall-flood a3, ac-
cording to experience, once they had reached
land they stayed there as there was no back-
waah, Calm and clear weather with & breese,
CAuthor's note: it ia interesting lo ace how they
hod already masztered the situation and they
even took advanfage of currents. In this case, of
holf-flood, they threw the woods ilo the wealers
that drageed them up fo bhe coost line, from
erhere they werg collected.)

Tuesday 22 to Wednesday 30
Btarnposts, Moor plates, peaks and frame
timbers were wittingly used (Avthors nofe:
this ix the frame or rik of the new vessel) to fix
the pieces. And the launch transported the
guide main yards from the beach and the rest
of the apars, which were used for the vessal's
mazste az it was not suitable for bottom plank-
ing as thank (fod the carpenter had brought a

large saw on board to saw any log regardless of
ite thickness,

Indians withdrawal

Thesa days the Indians have retreated from
us; we celebrate therr absance a lot as their
visits were harmful to us as they were charac-
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terized for stealing axes and other cutting
matruments from carpenters very cunningly.
Boing aware of the fact that some tools were
missing, the Indians wers not allowed to vigit
the shipyard any more, One of them had heen
eaught red-handed and was given a slight pun-
ishmént On the following day, his fellows
brought back the axe with humble demonstra-
tions that appreved of the ponighment,

Thureday 31=
How the vessel's hull was built

Day broke with NNW breeze and with a
piace of newa about the hull having being made
to piacea. [ts hateh covers and fragments along
with some load came to beach, 5o we decidad to
gend off most of the eraw with the officars to
fatch all the useful and necessary things for the
building of the vagel which should sorve as
Bedeemuir to sove our bivea. Deapits this order
end resclution, many of the individuala, ear-
ried away by the damned greed of plunderage,
were on the beach bofors dawn epening boxes
and bales and ehoosing fabrics and fruitlessly
spending their tims blind with avarice. Every-
thing wae rotten and epoiled and, although
everything possible wae done in order to cheek
thie turmaodl, it was a failure ag these peaple are
evil and lack consciousness and subsrdination.
From the moment the vessel was lost, all their
attention was drawn to theft regardless of any
other Law than thair own whime. God forbid us
that same difficult situations ghould repant
with gach brute people in virtue of what it was
decided to let them continue with their degpat-
ic villainy as they did not want to be subject to
what was fair and for the common relief

The vesszel fall to pieces upward from bow to
stern staying on the bottam as it is nsually the
case plan because of the important ballast,
with all that the hold was carrying, and be-
cause the somewhat spring tide, the whale
hatch of the mainmastcama to bow and beached
on the coast, Gnee thers, it was not difficult to
go high and dry and coll ect some boards, knees,
fastening, and pumps. The rest of the hatehes
came one after the other to the same placs,

Friday 1 to Sunday 3

These days the weather was mild with W
and W3W winds ‘and works in the shipyard
eombmuad well,

Every day, part of the crew with an officer
wirs semt by land to the beach to take fastening
and some wood (Awthor’s nofe. they looked for
Jastening, Lo, nails, pegs, bolts ete, for the new
ressel), but most of then were rather engaged
in collecting clothes for their barracks; their

(e

evil not being very sensitive a2 this mads tha
works lag behind

From the first time Our Father Chaplam
celebrated Mass on the &land, there was ne
day when he did not say it In fact, from the
moment we startad to énjoy this great bansfit,
the most beautiful and mild days eams; and
tempearament was much mare temparats than
bafore,

The day of that month, on the opposite side
of the harbor (Authar's note: apposite side of the
harbor, Le, near the brach ond tothe NW from
the Lernaire Strait) we saw a party of Indinns of
about 70 to B0 counting children and grown-
ups accompanied by a group of doge and, ac-
cording ¢o the course, they wers coming from
the Maire strait along the coast heading NW.
With the telescope we noticed that most of
them were carrying load on their backs. While
in this obhservition, one of them appeared at
our K.1 {Anthors hote: R stonds for Real [Roy-
all, which meanssettlenent), Hewasscratched
all wrer and, speaking his language, making
himpelf understood to say that other Indians
hiod punished him and aftér & while he joined
hig kind; and as some of cur peaple were on the
beach, they met the Indians on their way back
end noticed that women were loaded with
aoalion mest and men were armed with their
erchea and bows. And although oor people and
tha Indizng met, the Intter gave no reason for
faar; on the eontrary, they showed themaelves
vary joyful on sesing sur peopla.

Monday 4 to Sunday 10

On the date of this last day, the hull was
already in good condition a2 part of the beamas,
transoms; hookshad been fized and the shebves
bolted were in their placs as well as the keelgen
fAnthor's note; most of the inside frama is rendy,
even the plocs where the deck is fixed )

During these daye, the topmaets, & piece of
the mainmast and the bowsprit ware sawed;
the last one was kept on bosrd in 1ts place up to
the 29" when the orderwas given to entit at the
same stem, and it wag tugged to the shipyard
mlong with some cedar boards that had been
bought in Boenos Ayres {Authors nofe all
resels alivays carry boards for repairs:, Sawad,
the last ones rendered a number of planks of a
suitable thickness for the bottom and sides of
the vessel. Many boards were taken from the
decks of the vessel but, being hurt with naila
and wedges with which they were taken out,
they were given another use.

We also warked constantly in making rag out
of the pieces of cordage so that it wers svailable
when necassary. (Authar’s note; rog was pre-
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pared fo catlh the hull latér on —ie. to sgueess
rog trto the interstices beftpen boara and board
in order to avoid wafer from filtering tnto tha
frnderior of the vessel, Thiz aperation Wes com-
pleted with pitch; #his is why they unloaded the
barrels thaot every woaden ship used to carry
aboard for the maintenance af the halls

Changing weather, some rainy days with
MW or W wind, others fine with SW wind but
very cold.

Monday 1™ to Sunday 17"

The building of the Vagel was progragsing
ewen whan the workars” gtrength had deslined
bath for the continuation of the rough work snd
far the seareity of food; neverthelass, on thia
last diey they had fixed the beams and slringers
in thair place, tha deck waa ready, and they had
skarted to eanlk it

Aftar gevaral conferances hold by the cap-
tain, the 2* pilot and officers on the way to og
the vessal, they agread that it was going to be
a schooner as maneuvers areé more comfort-
ahle and faster in nevigation and also because
the kkael had not been piven the right beam as,
being 28 1/2 cubits (Author's note: one cubit is
equivalent to 42 centimetérs according lo
Crstilinn measures; in thiscose, the keel would
be 12 meters long: length is longer because of
the stom and the sternpost) the beam was
given pnly nine (Author's note 3.78 meters)
and four for depth (Author’s nete! LGS m;
considering all these measwres [ do not think
they could evacgate the 193 men of the Purfsl
ma Concepcidn crew af all avaiding stnking of
death from crushing; i must be some other
system. There is another cubit unit of 0.58 m
that would result tn more logical measures
such os o keed of 1655 fd

Rigging

Masts used for spars are as fellows: main-
yard a5 mainmast, foremast as foremast, jury
main topsatl yard as apot, and jigger yard as
buwaprit.

Meeting the Indians

On the 13%, around noon, we found a party
of Indians whe were coming as if from the
Maire atrait. Following the same course as
them, and having stoppad at a short distance
of our Real in o wood, some of ug deign to go as
irhunting where the Indians were in case they
were some vther people —onece in the place,
they realized they were part of the cnes that
had been there befors; their number being of
50 to 60 women and children. They startad ta
ghout in their langusge showing they were
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glad to ses us and ours did the sane trying to
treat them with love demonstrations, seeing
that men wers an the beach and women and
childran in the woods: dragped by coriosity,
gomé of aur men attempted to enter but the
male Indians showed they wers againstit and
thus showing they are jealous of thas; a4 oor
men gave in ko avoid rising any feeling. On
geen this, after & short while, we made our-
selves understood and asked them to visit our
village, and they immediately agresd. And
thay started to wall —women somewhat bad
looking with & regular modesty end male Tndi-
ans bogether with us. Everybody was joyfol
singing in their own languages and in this
harmony they arrived at a Riachuelo [rivalet]
neighboring our barracks. Onge there, the
Indiansmade themselves understood and told
ours to set apart. Then, the one whoseemed to
be the oldest ameng them and had some Mag-
ssty, sprke to the women and they very sub-
missively and quickly, with their children,
atarted to walk up the wood. And men ¢ame
with us for the barracks, where they joined
their women — apparantly, they ignored the
women's staying. And, in fact, at o short dis-
tanee from the shipyard, at the hill at the
pinnacle of the wood, and under the shelter of
a grove, they stopped as during the night we
could hear their voices and the dogs’ barking
[Indians’ elothes): Most of thess barbarans
were alwaye paintad of an ingarnats color like
red ochre: and ethers had their faces tinted in
black, with some white gpots on. They wore
nothing hut a cover ¢f sealion skins, others
were of fox; and moest of guansces; and al-
thongh we tied several ribbons on the Indians
heads and arms as well as pisees of baize, and
other items of clothing, they wanted none of
these; a5, althaugh they vied for them, they
wonld throw them sway later; and always
raturned in their first lupgage, They also usu-
ally make albaricas with fox’s skin.

Indians' full dress

Their full dress ronsists in painting on their
faces the most dreadful Ggure they can find.
They pluck the few hairs of their beards as well
ag of their eyebrows. They all trim and barn
their hair, exeapt for the locks ofhair falling on
their faces. All the grown-ups have their cheeks
seratehied, eitherwith their nails orwith stones,
and a seab of blood is formed.

Quality of male Indians

MNaturally, they are good looking: they are
all tall and well-built, and their natural eom-
plexion is not as dark as that of the sther
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Indiang; and thers are even some who sre gs
white as us, although they ara all coverad with
preasy paints and other junk. Moat of them
wear @ large bundle of thin rope —earefully
spun with puanace wool— as 8 turban on their
heads

Idem of female Indians

Wiomen are regularly of amall size; all made
ugly with paints and very disgusting; among
them, there are girls that could be conaiderad
te be beautiful even among white ones, They
are all dressed like the men, except for the fact
that underneath they are a little bit more
honestly dressed gnd covered and that they
woar necklaces. We conld not discover any
apparent relipion or government; they seem
to be wandering a2 catfle in the fields, as in
peveral places we find their huts made only of
a half-moon of branches set up and inter-
twined, covered with hoerhy, so as to shelter
from winds: [Their heoses], Neither malica
not embarrassment is found in them. They
live on very little as they carry nothing but
some meat of sealion or other snimal, which
they heat in a fire aroond which all of them
gather to eat using the cutting edge of a8 stone
te cut. Sometimes, they alse wsed tw bring
pieces of gquite pood fish, but we cowld not
understand each other at gll to get o know
where did they fished or hunted or did any
other thing. Among the several troops of these
peaple whe came bo visit us out of cunipsity, oo
28" Japuary, about 30 others different from
the rest epme all dressed in guanace skins,
and withoul any woman, and they seemed to
be from inland because the ones from the sea
regularly woar sealion skins. They do not
setile down in any fixed place, but they asual-
Iy move in and out either becauze of ths
weather necording to the saessen or in order to
find the food they need for their mamtenance,

Their wespons ATe AXTOWS sxquisitely
made, althsugh they kave no other instru-
ment than stones: the tips of the arrows are
of flint and, from our wrackage on, they ars
alag of glagss —skillfully worked— with no
ather ingtrument than any piece of handls
bowl they find; and although we neithar had
news of their having sther weapons nor had
ever geen others, the day after their depar-
ture, the steward —whowas hanting— found
in the fislds two bullets made of stene linad
with animal guts with a very-well-made bat
broken cord of the game material as they had
lost it; and thers is no doubt they use thoge
weapons to catch guanaces and sther ani-
mals with whoee skins they cover themselves.

1re

Indian women's way of fishing

With every low-tide, their women went figh:
ing with some very flexibls emall gticks at the
end of which thers iz a whale's bone with &
aliphmat an which they put the bait and, with
this, they fish without houle, Thay ars the ones
who are In chargs of fshing and gathering
shallfish for their children and hashands ba-
eanse men donot gather ghellfish unlazs it isto
be satan raw on tha double —for this purpose,
thoyemploy ancther fishing style on the beadh-
#% wsing nets of about 8 to 10 fathoms— very
wall made with twisted animal gute as if for
viglin strings and with a large mesh. The Indi-
ans come inko the water up to their necks with
Ehess nets and walk back toland with good fizh-

Land yield

Apart from the wood for the building of our
onique hope, land supplied us with eelery,
abundant around the harhor, for the caldron as
well a5 with watercress and hitter chicory for
salads and with various wild fruits eaten by the
Indigns —among them, a species of Corinth
grapes that grow in small trees like grape-
vines, There is plenty of another tasty red froit
the size of wild strawberries, butwithout seeds;
and the best of all, which could appear to be
delicate anywhere, i the one that groes in the
panizes and barely sticks out —it has the same
form as large blackberries, but in color and
taats it is just like the strawberries,

Birds

Linnets, throshas, redwings and many oth-
er species of birds breed here. As for animals,
we have only seen foxes and gpuanacos’ trails
leaving the woods.

Terrestrial animals
There i no doubt that gpuing inland these
and other animals will be found.

Quality of the soil

Apart of not being possible Lo risk spending
the night in the open because of the Indians,
the eoil is mainly spongy toauch an extent that
one einks. With the eontinwows rain and fog,
added to the winter enew, the layers produced
threughout & vear are compressed one over the
other forming & erust that in some places is
deeper than one fathom and so soft that one
walks on it &8 if on mattresses (Authar's note:
peat bogs) and this 1z why it is so tiring to walk
here; as for the reat_ it eeems to be very fortile,
with pood plains and pasture, with gantle hills
from the shore up to the cordillera with its
SNOW CRROpY.
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Corn from the land of fire

We alep found & species of corn whose grain
ig slender and longer and mipe by the end of
Mareh.

The ser 15 80 abondant that on our arrival
we found plenty to bve on; excellent shellfish of
several gpedies soch as globefizh, mafiagues
[sort of shellfish|, muzsele, snails, bmpets and
elams as wall as small fish that wers found in
low-tide in wells, under stones and betwesan
them even congers of up to hall & yardstick
Various species of sergassum or gulfweed pro-
vided us food whaon there was lack of something
better: first we toasted it and then cooked it
with fat and we ate wall

Bird hunting

When they could be caught, saahions and
squabs-ware good fosd, Thers isplenty of ducks,
plovers, woodencks and many other hirds ta
hiunt

Monday 18 to Sunday 24%
Stranded whala

On Tuesday, a whale stranded on the same
harbor point on the oppesite NW side, where
the mentioned Indians, after finding it, went
down to eut it up, using cutting stones and
pieces of our ¢rockery for this purpose; with
thesa toole, they ent stripes of & to 4 6. weight,
which they tried to cutin cubes in order to carry
them on their backs, and evan when the mest
stank, they eagerly ate it and they licked their
fingers covernd with fat as if it were a tasty
candiad cibron,

Sardines beaching

On the day of the glonous Apostle Seint
Matthew, we had the pleasure of Giod favaring
ug with the beach full of beautiful and fresh
gardines beached with seme hakes. There-
fore, not a single man in the Real failed to go
and fetch them, each one hringing a sack of
them; so I et it m consideration of you all
ponder the special joy with which we wel
comed such a delicious food, as anywhers in
this village nothing could be found but pure
frying fish, and grilis full with roasted sar-
dines; everybody was really hungry and in
need bocause meals every 24 hours of some
cooked corn and dry beans with one biscuit
had consumed all of them.

Monday 25 to Thrusday 28

To date, we had boarded up the starboard
and kad begun boarding up the part, the ship-
wrights doing their work at the same time.
fAuthor’s note; outer skin and caulking),
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COm 2649 the launch was sent to the beach to
take the pumps that had been assigned for our
vagel; having enough wood for her building and
laeking male and fomales fastening,; they had
the idea of burning all the hatches in order to
take advantage of all the iron needed. For this
purpeas, the crewrwas sent and in less than two
days, evervthing was reduced to aghes, there-
fora the bench wassupphied with plenty of iron
to choose (Author’s note: they sef on fire all the
timber that hod notls and bolts, such os ribs,
beaims, ele.k

Thae Indians went on carving the whals and
taking the pieces to the woods and, according to
what our people said, they arranged them
under the goil to presarve the meat. Far this
roagon, Indipng were in oor sight all thie Hime

How our people were aguipped to go
fighing

With the beaching of the hakes, several rig
mariners wers assigned, and they seb out to
fish in a 20-fathomon bottom on the two vessels
carrying an éach trip such & share of fish that
thers wers gupplies for the village.

Friday March I* o Sundoy 3™

Works prograssed quickly as most of the
portside was boarded.

People was still sent to the beach to take
fagtening, bolts, rudder pudgeons, and other
necessary things.

The Indians continuwed with their task and
vigited us every day because they found the
building of ourvagel o novelty. We went fishing
in the mornings and afternoons and everybody
enjoyed this benefit, Temperate N and NNE

winds,

Monday 4'F to Sunday I0*"

O this last day, the bearding of the whole
hull and the bow was ready and there was little
to be donse of the deadworks,

Thres carpenters were assigned to startwith
the spars and two others to finish wath the
gunwale, the quarterdeck, and the rodder,

The rigzing wis also ready as well as the
rest of the ship's rige, sxcept for the set of sails
ne its cutting had been dalayed until the mast
ware plagad,

The steward butler was ordersd to start
deasalting and cooking the meat, and putting it
in barrels at thesame tima so that it were ready
for aating, in case therewas no time for cooking
during the voyage.

The Indians visited us from the moTning to
the afternoon, when they left for their huts as
there was very litkle Jeft to take from thewhals.
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Fishing was dimonishing; beautiful days with
N and NNE winds.

Monday 11 tp Sunday 374

We longingly werked on the finighing of our
vagal. The carpentry was completaly finished.
Un this laat day, we worked on the caulking
which iz almost ready. We had to ermbank and
lengthen the stocks for the beach even more
bazause at first we hiad made it ton gteap,

In these daya we all agreed, without aeeep-
tions, to make tweo tripa to the baach, in com-
munity, and with great dewotion, our Father
Chaplam saying the Rosary, to take all the
fastening thateach one carried sccording to his
Force, ngresing that it should serve for ballast
and, ones arrived ataalvage, its product should
be for the suffrage of the Seuls in Purgatory

Indians stayed all day Tong with us; on the
16, one of them informed us with demonstra-
tiona and signs he had seen n vessel sail past in
tha Maire straitor along the coast: NWW and 5W
freshening winds.

Monday 18™

Diay broke with SW freshening wind and &
¢lear gky; and at sbout T 153 in the morning,
and having taken ficst the necessary procau-
tiens, they started to bring fire near the sides so
that the pitch was really absorbed (Authors
note: piteh to moke the outer skin Wwaterproof
this operation required care broause there was
rvisk of the vessel to st on fire), which was
completely successful; then came tar and fat as
we were lucky to rescue enough of everything,
These tasks were performed with the intention
of launching the ship on the follvwing day a8
thers was high-tide at threein the afternoon. &
kedge was placed opposite the very bow of the
ship to e the hawsers to it 50 that the Man
tackles were used to take the ship slowly along
the stocks ns we feared some misfortune. All
the same, two obher hawsers were placed at the
sternfastto take the zhip with greater security,

Tuewday 19%, Lord Saint Joseph's Day
Blessing and christening of the Real
Capitana de lalsla del Foego

Day broke just as deaired: clear, mild, and
beautiful; and once Mags wae said for every-
body's epecial rejeicing, the bell tolled in order to
gather in comwmunity and go in procession for
the shipyard in eyder to bless and chrsten our
Raal Capitana San Joseph v las Anmmas {alias
Buen Sucess) singing the Virgin's Litandes, Once
this ceremony was over, the whole crew was
srdered to put the hullin its placs, lowenng it on
the stocks which wae waxed g0 thatit would not

provent sbhding, this maneuver had started by
lnosing tha pillar wadgas at starboard, but sswe
had not taken the care to put a nailed wedgs at
pillar tope and relying (confidance if the prima-
ry couee of our being lost) that they wouald be
thera, they suddenly moved and the veaszel on
the stocks tilted on port bresking one of the
gradients that had been put azs done for Cakalan
brrgques so that the ship stayed uprmght while in
radling. We logve in the congideration of sny
gxpirt the feeling thisunaxpected ascident would
eaugs thus spaling Ehe davwehave promsesd us
would be favorable, Mevertheless, in the maddle
af the gereral surpriss, they went {0 repair tha
damage with their greatest effort, the carpan.
tars being so efficient this time that by 6 in the
afternoom they had fived everything that corre-
sponded totheir famlty, and the shipwright did
thear duty with the same celerity so that at 101n
the svening the ship was ready for the followng

day.

Tuesday 20"
Schooner's launching and setbacks

At dewn, they cut enough wood for pinch
bars. Meanwhile, Masters disagreaed on how to
launch the ship —ones claimed thatithad to be
dana tltad as it was and cthers said that it had
bt be up upright fist; and after several discus-
sions they agreed Lo give her main fackle along
the beach so that they could hang and, at the
same time, lever her in order to put heér in the
middle of the stocks, Thus they proceedod with
happy success, sonext they secured the vessel
with pillars from stern $o bow in order to
pravent the damage of the previous day. These
maneuvers took the whole moming and as
high-tide would not come untbil 4 in the after-
nmoon, the people were sent to eat their corre-
sponding scarce rations; and at about 3 in the
afternoon, secing that there was enoughwater,
they started.

Second seare

We started by pulling the main tiuckles little
by little letting the guys go as the ship ad-
vanced; and sesing that she wanted to break
fres, they let the mentioned guys loose and
then ehe immediataly run withapead, But then
came the second acare —ahe stopped halfway
through her race when her bow was about to
touch water. Evervbody was inutter diamay by
this peeident seeing thatherlosa meant oura as
it was lata in the season and we wers short of
supplies and the paople were annthilated and
had no strength to wait any longer. But our
divine Majesty did not let us without comfort,
even when everybody wos in distress becauss

E.
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of that incident as the veasel was in danger and
her kesl running the risk of splitting into two.
Onee the tide had started to lowar, they went
immediately to ropair the damage —two laths
of the stocks were damaged as they wers nok
wide enough and, for the same reason, in that
place it was not possible to cutfit by taking fire
from the gradients. Seeing this, they book charge
of the difficulty with the nocessary speed, they
tore those laths off, and started to pull with the
tackles. But soon after this, they had to be
taken out because with their foree they pullad
the kedgs so, lacking this device alse, they
decided to launch the vesgel by blowing with
wedpes and pinch bars (Author’s notes levers),
all the people helping with their backs at the
samée time standing firmly at the stem. In this
way, they succeeded in launching the vessel
without the elightest misfortune. We thanked
(lod and Our Lady for this through our Father
Chaplain singing Hail Mary in a lond voice. His
happiness made us all particularly joyful and
cheerful in an imponderable way, as even the
Indians that were with us threw their coversor
gkins in the air sheuting long live Our Lady
imitating our paopla.

Once the vessel was m the water, they load-
ed some ballact and tugged it until it was
placed oppesite our barracks where she was
secured with her corresponding moonngs at
about T in the afternoon.

Thursday 21" te Sunday 24

Duning these days, the shearlegs werd made,
the magts put in their placa, the cordages
rigged, and the ghores haoled down for the
following uses —the jigger yard and one tapesil
yard, the bowsprit having been eut from the
Jigger yard

Monday 25 fo Safurday 30%

We were trymg to get ready for our depar-
ture as soon a5 poesible: —on this day the main,
the fore and the head gails were bent. These
were rut from the ship's topsails and foretop-
gails.

NW changing winds and W5W freshening
winds with gome rain

Sunday §1"
Donation and promise before leaving

On this day, and after having heard Mass,
Staff Officers and the rest together with all the
craw appenared before S8sno. Don Eusebio de
Molina, They stated that the schooner had
been built with each one's henerable work, the
timhber for binding cut from the woods and the
ship's fragments, sach as fastening, boards,
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cordages, and other outfit she was made up of.
Anid for the same reason, we wore sure and
knew we had a right over the mentioned vessel.
We all agreed to resign to it and give it for the
cenvent of Our Father Saint Francia of the City
of Muntevideo as a present from Sgzint Jozeph
and suffrage of the Holy Seuls of the Purgatory
with all her outfit and the emall shars of iren
ballast that was taken in procession to the
baach in two opportunities for the greater suf-
fraga of the mentioned Souls. We also made a
golemn vow before the mentioned SSNO to
parry out this remgnation, after God wounld
have been kind enough to let ua arrive in some
of the harbors of the Hiver Plate, A formal
dpeument of this was handed over to the men-
tionad S Mo

Victuals

Om that sama day, wa emharkad the watar-
ing and the supplies which ware made up of 52
water Berces, 31 sacks with bread, 17 cargo
barrels with parboiled salted meat, 4 small
idem with partridges and saugapges, and 9 bar-
ralz of wine and brandy which had been put
pside for the vopapge.

Monday, April 1*

After daybreak, the pespla started to be
embarked in messes; sach one carrying his
rugeack This task took the whele day and
thare was greatl annoyance becaues the people
wonld not reduce their stuff to the necessary;
each one wanting to carry 8 large sack. Bul on
seeing that in this way there was room for less
of half the crew, everything superfluous was
thrown bo the waters so that we were réady for
the following day,

Description of the harbor and the place
This harbor, named Consolacidn, is situated
at 54° 35" meridional latitade (Author’s note:
given this position, if could not be Caleta Folso
o this one fx o 54° 38" In order to determing
this, we need fo krow what gradrant they wsed
io determine lafitude and according fo what
calculation; which s something doficulf tofind
out nowadays. Let us remember that the merid-
tan depended on which meridian was laken as
reference —Cadiz, Madrid, London, efe. Be-
gides, 3 minutes in latitude was not regarded as
a mistake of that time; over 6 mintdes Was o
mistake) nccording to a series of observationa
by our pilets in the western point of the mouth
where thers is a bottam of about 8 mile and a
half, with a reef practically in the middle,
whi¢h comes from the E point, between which
and its front discovered at low-tide, this 15 the
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narrowest part of the channel, outzide of which
there iz from 4 to 7 fathomes of water (Authors
note: from 7 fs 13 m?2. Bot st low-tide of
jallyfish, everything is dry up to opposits Real
2 and, follewing the same order, the maore
inzide, the lass, Ofthe threa well knmen mounts
of the eastern part of Tierra del Fuego, named
the Tres Hermanos (Thron Brothers), the one
in the middle & at the hottom of the mens foned
barhar, On thes Eaide, the easternmost Brother
gives shelter although this does not come down
go near the harbor as the other, but thereis a
gtreteh of land befors resching 1ts feothill; and
on the western side, the herbar is alsa ghel-
tered by 8 high hill coming down from a luxo-
riant wood up to the very shore, which causas
this harbor to have a somewhat different and
mild weather compared totha rest ol the neigh-
boring parts.

Plenty of firewond and water

There is plenty of water and firewood in
different parts, but the main watering places
are two permanent brooks which are sitoatad
at the bottom of the harbor; one on the 5, which
id somewhat deep and hae fish in it; and the
other on the W, which runs aleng a gully thit
spraads near the beach. Allis the coler of Wine
from Malaga, with no bad taste at all, and it
keeps in posd condition in the sea. Tides are as
regular as in any place in Europe; the high-tide
being at 6 1/2 on the conjunction day and in
opposition te the moon.

fAuthor's note; the Indicns embarking the
Spanierds) BEnowing that we were about to
depart; our friends, the Indians, came with
extreme care very sarly in the morning every
day although our harber was 1 league sway to
the E from where they were staying. They gave
our people a very tender farewell with friendly
demongtrations carrying their rucksacks from
the Royal shipyard and embarked them on the
Indiansg’ shoulders,

Wishing to avoid any discord, lack of union
or geod harmony, which wers zo convenient for
our goceess, we had to keap s0 many people in
euch a emall vessal in every possible way. Our
Bes.no read to the officers and the crew the
following articles:

1"-The mentioned sthoonar bemg ready, we
wrould sat a1l on the first day with faar weather
bound for the Rover Plate, in which we should
prefer at all events the portof Buenos Ayres in
thafirst place and, in the second, the Ensonada
de Barragan, In cese of head wind, we would
sail for Montevideo or Maldonade, always pre-
farring thom m the order mentioned and ae-
cording to weather conditiong, In caze of

il

hepd winds and of another unexpectsd aec-
dentmadeus decidato sail along the Mageilan
gtrait, dacizion which will be taken with the
formal agreemant of officers, passengers and
main seamen, and i this second ease wewould
ry ta reach ana of the firet harbarg in Chals,
sueh as Chilue o Valdivia,

2% Aboprd the vessel and during the voyage,
we ghould keep in good union and brotherhood
withowt claiming the equality that same igne-
rant peraong had attered in that dezsert. We
should bear in mind that we have to under-
stand equakity scoording to the humanstywhach
15 commion to everybody withoot mustaking
this for the prerogative of persons and the fair
subordination which, apart fram being abso-
Tately neceszary for the common welfare, they
wire obliged, in case they committed a sarions
offence they would be accused in front of the
Judge before whom they would have to sppear
to account for the unfortonate event,

Ship's regulations

4" - Being the vasssl emall to contain almast
200 people, for the watches and the lodging and
the distribution of rations, all the people would
be divided inte erews of 12 man with their petty
officer, and they would take lodgings where
ordered without disturbance or dispute, under
the penalty of being accused of discbedience.

4" - Among se many pespls thers could be
some evilly inclined whese attacks could be
very harmful for us, enybody found to have
drilled some container or stolen any othervict-
uals, or found with a tube or sheath or any
other instrument to donk fraudulently would
be punished with the suspension of gomg below
deck for the time understood to be conventent,

5% - The ome who by fraud takes from his
mate any feed regerved for hig ration will be
deprived of half his ration for three days.

E” - Anvhody who, slow, committed some
irreverence that could harm the health, and
not being disabled by any indisposition of going
gut to the marksd places, would be punished
with staving on deck for thres days snd their
nights.

7.1, during thevoyage, the lack of victuals,
water supply or any other urgency, makes ug
call some harbor, inlot or coast, the erows with
the most quakified people should ask for our
permit. And, in case of disagreement about the
crews that should disembark, the matter would
be settlad by lot among the ones which had the
most quabfied people for the task; without
useless peaple taking partin the easting oflots,
Forthis purpese, the onea sentshould do every-
thing possible to work for the commeon survival,

A —




without taking for themeelves the smallest
part of fond; the one who committad such an
inhuman offence wouold be pomished with hig
exclusion from the company and ahandoned on
the game land.

B - Those seditionists, roters, ar those wha
mistreated or threatened somebody with a
weapon or in fact harmed somebody else wouald
algo be ahandoned en the fret land. This, in
view of not hawing prizons whers to take them
or the corresponding security. Novertheless, it
is in the captim's facalty to nsa his clemency,
acrording to the innocence in each case, if this
happened before reaching port

9 _The one found to have committed perjory
against anether man woald be punished with
the penalty cerresponding with the offense
chargad with.

Being about to put to sea, the ning articles
ahove ware read hy the undersigned Essno for
all the seamen and other people abpard the
schooner named San Joseph y las Animas wers
informed today. And he attested for this to be
recorded on 1 April 1765,

Departurs from the Consolaciin harbor on
Tiarra dal Fuego aboard the schooner named
San Jogeph w las Animas {alias Buen Suceao)
builtin the mentioned harbor tosave the wreck-
erg of the ship Purisima Concepeidin,

On 222 April at 2 and 172 in the sfternoon, we
get off from the mentioned harbor although
there was N wind. We put to sea tugged by our
lnunch, which we kept all through the night,
butwehadte abandoen her at daybreak because
of ¥ freshening wind and reugh sea. And stoer-
ing by several courses we are at 54" 18 of
Latitude at noon on day 3.

Thursday, April 4 fo Monday 8™

With several winds steering from W and
WHNW, on this last day at 10} in the morning,
we discovered the coast of Patagones shead, &
flat and even land which, at noon, was at
about & leagues from ue having cheerved 50
and &7

Tuesday &

Throughout these 24 houre, we had saveral
light airs steering different courses, This up to
daybreak when wind torned by the E to 53E
andsteering NNW and, at noon, we wore sbout
3 leagues from land at an estimated Latitude of
al" 3%,

{Document seemingly imcomplets)

{ArchivaGeneral de Indias—Sewlla - Amdiencia
de Buenos Aires — Expedientes e Instancas de
partes — Afoa 1771 a 1776- Estants 124 - Cajén

1- Legaje 14.)
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Author's note; As o is evident, the obowe
document s tncomplete. Lef ug go on with the
recount of the navigation up to Buenos Aires g
exrerpted from the frenscription &y Don Heetar
Hatto from fhe Archivn de Indice.

Today I, the underzigned, read the nine
chapters above aboard the Schooner named
San Joaef v las Animas, which is about T a8t
gail with all the seamen and other peepls that
ware informed; and for this to be recorded [
attest on April 1* 1765: Bafore me, Eusehio
Felices Molina, ship's clerk: all arranged as
gaid, on April 2%, although there was head
wind, we dectded to leave hoping that &t sea we
wonld find moraé favorable wind, because any
delay in harbor could bring about fatal consa-
guences as the loaded vessel wenl on bomg
demaged, both when beaching with the variant
end when svwimining with the current, At half
past two in the afternoon, when the sthooner
started toswim, we sstofl tupged by our launch
with N and NNE wind. Having Jeft the Chan-
nel, we were N of our harbor, which was about
one lsapue away, at six. On the follewing day,
NMNW freshening wind with a very turbufant
sea made us abandon the launch we werne
carrying at the rear not being able to konp 1t
any longer, Being at about four or five leagues
from the brothers' coast, & variety of winds on
the fourth gquadrant with intervals of calm
accompanied us in our trip to Costa de Pat-
agones up to the 8 when we discovered it at
about fifty-two grades and thres minutes, be-
ing at about six leagues from it at neon: on the
94, with the same variety of light winds and
calms, having steered in different courses from
the first to the fourth quadrants, we were at
three or four leapues from land at 50 grades
and thirty mne minutes at noon. But on tha
same day, and from twoin the afternoon, stormy
wind started to blow from SW with roogh sea
and a cloudy sky, which mads us hghten half
the jolly boat, which we wanted to keap for any
emergency. Throughout the night, the weather
only let us shortan the foresail with its twao
recfs, At dawn oo the following day, we were
near land with a ighter wind and, although the
g was gtill very rough, we unfurled the main
with three balance resf bands and steering
ENE, at noon, we were at 49" and 48" and at a
distance of five to six leagues with the same
wind steering NNE. At hall past ten in the
avening, we lost a man thrown Lo the waters by
the tack of the forasail; and we could not rescas
him because of the rough sea and wind prevail-
ing from four in the morning an the 11* with
wind turning 5. Being far away from land, we
started to steer N and NNW and, st nomn,
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sheervation at 48" 21 on the 12" havingstearad
in different courses in the first and fourth
guadrants with N light winds. On the 14" and
16% wa suffered such & furious blew of wind
from WEW thaot it seemed o be nothing but a
rial hurricans with the sea so rough that not
being able th gteer a cowrze, we gtarted to eead
hafore the wind with the foresadl Tittle by lttla
And, as weecould net open a single scuttls to let
air enter the hold, 5 man diad of suffoeation.
And, thank God, on the 15" in the afternoon,
theweatheratarted to elear upas thatwe conld
open the scuttles and help many who had
fainted. This not baing possible, thera is no
douht many people would have died as, 0 fact,
two disd a5 8 resultof theso conditions, And the
waather became milder and milder so that ak
Fouar o the morning we wers in calim. At noon,
ohservation at 45° 16" After the mentioned
citlm, there were SSE winds that, turming South
up to WSW, accompanied usop to the 18* when
we were at 41% From that moment on, thers
was light wind from NW to South and we
advanced up to the 38" 24' observed on the 21"
in dead calm. This was immediately followed
by Southwind thetturned onlyupte 3E o furn
beck again to the South and quite fresh with
fair weather. So, slesring NE, N quarter, dur-
ing the ndght in order to avaid the proximity of
land and to the N, NW quarter, from daybreak
on the 22 at 10 we discovered very flat land at
an estimated Latitude of 37° 18 being at about
thres leagues from the coast in 8 fathoms of
water, sandy red bottom. On the 23%, and
having observed 35" 31", we headed W, 5W
quarter, for Buenes Ayres. But some individu-
als were oppoesed as they wanted to make for
Montevideo; and sesing that the Captain did
not want to agree with their reguest, seme
members of the crew came with the same
petition. The captain angweved them all to take
the ship wherever they wantad to and added
thathewanted to take her nowhere but Buenoa

LES

Ayreg. After this_ he left, bot being in & state of
inzstion; and on being ssked by Father Chap-
lgin and other people, because we could not
wasts time, be came put again and we headead
for Mantenides haulng te the E wmnd and
gtepring NNE and N, NE quarter, up to gight i
the pvening when we considered to be in the
gight of land and anchored on the 24%, the day
breaking with the same E wind. The Carro de
Moritavides was E of us, quartsr NE, at about
pevan leagues away. 3tll, they meisted that we
should hesd for Montevideo, supporting their
wview on the fact that the curmentwould belp us,
And having kfted the anchor, we beal for the
first time badk N, but on seging that nothing
wns gained, at halfl past nine, they asked to
head back for Buenos Ayres. Having done this,
on the 25 at 10, we anchored at the beacons
being one hundred and sighty-nine men with-
outeonsidering the fourwe had lost on our way.

The ariginal s in the & volume of Papeles
varias de la Coleccitn de mi.ss di: Don Benite de
la Mata Linares, which belongs fo the Marguds
del Socotro, who lent & for me to copy.

M.F. da M. {Sigruad)

{Sheet v, and three more blank sheets)

Authir's nabe excerpt fram thework by Don
Hécto R Ratto;

KIX - Documents gue rata del naufragic del
navie Concepeiin en Tierra del Fuegs - desting
al que fgura en el libro IV - procendente del
Depasite Hidregrafico de Madnd, P.112

Costa Pataginicp — Tamo 17 1ér Documen-
to (Leg9): b 1"

Viyege of the Ship Concepeidn from Mon-
tevideo down to Tierra del Fusge, which was
lost on Jamuary 10" and its description and
arrival in Buenos Ayrds,

Author's note: As o resull of this wrechore,
the King erders to explore thiz place and to sef
up & distrese harbor or o colony, A brig com.
manded by Lientonant Don Manuel Pando s
gssigned this task,




Appendix 5
Luis Piedra Buena and the Wreckage of the

‘Doctor Hansen’ according to his journal

The rescua of Dr. Hansen's crew (1874}, By
Céndido Evroa, volumes [1 and [T {1883 and
1834},

Funta Aremas, 1 Soptembor 1878

We sot sail bound for Santn Cruz taking
Buedas” famaily to the mentioned poiik,

Today, 14", W fresh breeze entered Sants
Cruz, We found the Argentine brig Chubut
anchored

On the mormang of the 15* 1 went to the
Island (Pavien ), T lund everything upeide down,

"Ria Coy. Un October B* 2t 9 5.m., we sat
gail for Btatenlaud {Isla de los Estados) with
MW fresh breeze. In the mormng, it calmed
down and stayed like this uptothe 3% at 9 o, m.
The wind started to blow from the South so
strongly that | had to enter Coy habet. Fmally,
[ was lucky to be able ta do it beepuse Fitz Roy
does not recomumend this harcbor and [ Test four
of my men that tned to enter on the Julia
launch, which wagz broken to pieceg. In this
voyape, L have found remains of the lavnch and
the boat on land.

Tha &* Af low tde, I took the boat and setoff
to survey and chart a plan by angles, 1 found
that there is room for G or § small ships of 12
feet, without risk of stranding and very shal-
tered. The bottom, sand, in three fathoms,
NMW from the N Point, NE of the South low
point and WEW of the 1sland, But we did not
find water and there waspracticallyno grass in
the surroundings. In three castings we caught
only one fish, a very large sea bass. I think this
happened becauss of the ladk of mesh in the
nat. We saw the skeleton of & fish, with the
shape of & dolphin, but it must hava bean four
feet longer than the ones | have caught. Iis
teeth were as large as those of a sealion and
separated, not as the dolphin's which are small
and wmform along the jawbone and which 1
have used many times to comb myself

Todoy 9 Wea set satl and the calm stayed. At
last, I could enter Gallegos to refit with water
and grass for the she-goats that [ was teking to
I:1la del Estado. Weather remained the same.

Bahia Policarpe. ‘D, Hansen's' Wreckers

Detober, On the 24" ESE vory strong breeza,
At about 8 in the evening, it became calm; we
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warein 12 fathems of water but always messt-
ing to gt out, At 12 vre had 27 fathoms, Thare
wak little wind and at & a.m we had 16 fath.
oms, abwavd with the bow sutward, at thia Gme
EE freshening wind, We saw land and [ cast
anehor behind a point that gave me shelter,

26" - We put in to Pobicarpo, At 10, we saw
n snilor standing at the tap of the hill. I imme-
dintely gent a boat and we got to know through
him that the German Brig Doctor Hansen had
wrasked,

On th 27 the captain and the pilet armved
to ask to be rescued from the risk they were in
They had got lost in the night of the 24" and tha
ship was completely destroved by 2. Having
wracked in such a bad place, they wers mirac.
wleusly saved, with ne provizions, no clothes,
no weapans to. defend themselves from the
eannibal Indians of Tierra dal Fuege, Although
my ghip was s small, 12 tons copacily, with
eight men on board apart from the goats; 1
aaked him ifzome of the wreckers could stay on
deck and he agreed.

The following day, at dawn on 28%, the
Luisito cutter was two milss outside Hiver
Policarpo. The wreckers were 7 miles away to
the ESE. At 8 I cast anchor at Bahia Falsa. On
pnktering, we saw how the captain's wifs was
taken down with pieces of 3-inches ropes, from
i perpendiculic 45-to-50-feet ravine and the
game was done with the six-vear-old little kid
Federico Ruge, this was the third Gme le
wrecked, with his mother and father. He re-
gambiled my Loigite a lot

By ten, we were all aboard. We tried te get
out, but the bay is vary bad, withoot shelter to
the North and very roogh sea. | waitad for the
Lide ta start ebbing and I beached (the Luisita)
to protect her from damage or breakage. At
daybreak, shie started to hit very strongly. The
captain was having a chat with me, the lady
was weeping and I reflscted about the way 1
had built her, [ remembered how many bolis
and tackles I had wsed for her. Finally, I an-
swerad the captain that with the wood of his
ship and the one remaining from the Luisito,
wa would built ancther one, although smaller,
And he felt very comforted.
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29% . The whoele day was calm. We went to
the Isst ship (Dr, Hansenl, but I could ses
nothing but remaons among the shafts, 1 did
nob dare pags along them becauss they were
lilee stone deap draing about 4 feetwade and 25
to 30 feet deep, alemg which the saa came in and
out with such a foree that when it hit the
bottom, it produced the noise ofa great eannon,
Tha ship was lost in the most dangerons place
in this stomy ground and everybedy got sut
safely just because of hick. I think that, if this
had happened during daylight, samsthing
wonld have happaned.

Wi have been to the place on various ocoe-
gions and it1s just ke Dion Lne describes it
The mentionad shafts ara dreadfol and whan
the sea washes, apart from the npiss, a geyeer-
like jet comos oot Up to 1989, a lot of wreoked
ghips’ remaing could ba found and even the
manor house of the esfancis, built in Caleta
Falsa, had many parts of ships, such as the
yards for poles, iron-works to hang meat or
wool bales and the wood from dechs far Moors.

(On the other hand, let us think what sort of
seaman was Lais Piedra Buena who, while the
Laigito —built with parts form the wrecked
Espora— wae hitting against the rocks, he
comforted Dr. Hansen's captain by telling
him net to worry beceuse they coald buoalt
angther ship with the remams of has ship and
the Lulsito. A true superman,

Disembarking on Isla de los Estados
and the Twenty-Two-Day Trip to Panta
Arenas

J0-30- 18T - NNW wind, Thorough overcnst
ahy. T set off with this weather to take my crew
to fala de los Estados and I was so fucky thet,
when we saw land through the fog, we were in
the middie of the fwo points, We posged with no
news on my cochechito (he is referring to his
cutter, the Lnistdo) along those huge curvenis,
where I hove seen my Espora, a 157-Ton. ship,
aunk confiused by the sea. If i5 the ploce where
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the Gran Republied, four-masted ship with
dech without touehing neither the side nor the
howses It broks her 38-inch bagrns,

dI¢ - Vary strong bresse and toe could ol
enter the river (It must be Bahia Franklin,
given the fact that it hes an important river in
whieh it 12 possible foenter at low tide with a
11-mater cutter without problems. The rver
may be about three-meter deep at its mouth.
On the sther hand, the place is fall of poats,
remaing of wreckages and oven a veseel of
about & meters length sunk in the rmar, It
might be a quite ald fishing boat. No ather bay
on the island has & river of thess charactéris.
bics), but we put the goats on lond

Novrember 19 - We leff everybody on lond. We
started fo reaady for the vovage.

5" - We sef sail in the ofternoon and crossed
Bahia Falso, We cogt anchor the following doy
m the morning. There were NW winags, so we
could not puf to sea up fo the 10 It wos not
undil the 22 that we could arrive in Colonin,
wfrere we oll dizsembarked Rappily, T hod leff 7
meEn of ny orew o Ehere wixk o Foont o my
cutter. I was warmly ivelcomed &y the Governor
of Mogallones, who gove the wréckars o ticket
and ail the help they needed,

I stayed making efforts fo get ready folook for
the ones I had left on the Island (Estados) who
stayed, asother wreckers, wakltng for my return
and they frusted I would sall back for them os
I had promised.

A short navigation from the Tsla’ to Punta
Arenas took Piedra Busna teenty-two days —
weathor must have beenrather bad. Hefotched
the seven men he had left, but he staved with
them until March hunting sea lions,

In July 1876, the ambassadar of the German
Empire sends a note to ths National Govern-
ment in which its monarch acknowledges cap-
tain's Luis Piedre Buena altroism in rescuing
the wreckers of the D, Hansen. Az a proof of
this, he sent Piedra Buena & telescope with an
engraved dedication.




Appendix 6
The ‘Duchess of Albany’ in Mitre Peninsula

Itis of interest to highlight saveral paimts in
the ressarch by Oscar Pablo Zanola for which
he dived into unprecedanted deroments:

al How the wreckage of the Duchess of
Albony took place.

bi How the thres proups in which the wreck-
era had divided themselves were rescued

¢l The relationahip with the Ona indians.

d) The capacity of Ushuaia to offer help,

el Bome pieces of news about the wreckage
published by the press,

I Az s conchesion, the general ignorance and
complete disorder prevailing up tothe memeant
this ressarch was carried out.

Let ws see a brief summary of the findings:

The National Maritime Museum of Green-
wich reports, ®. this fgorehead belongs ko a
sailing shap wath iron hufl bl by T. Boydon &
Sonin Laverpool for WE. and Wright in 1884, Tt
had twa decks, Tts displacement was: 1,783
(grosatand 1,746 (ton}, OfMicial number 91162
Dimenaiona: 253 feet (over-all length), 403
feet (heam), 23 feet (draught}, 45 feet (bow), 5
feet and 1/2 inch (freeboard).”

“In 1892 it was taken over by B Hamilton
from Liverpool, who was the sdministrator. She
wrecked on the coast of Tierra del Fuago, on
Policarpo Island on 18" July 1893, She was
named under the Duchess of Albany, married to
[uke H. K H. Leppold, Queen Victoria's fourth
gon She was Princess Helena Fedarica Augus-
ta, Prince of Walbeck and Pyrmont's danghter.
The captain was named J. Wilsen and he as-
gumed the command of this ship in 1884,

The Museo del Fin de] Mundo has rescued

-]

—

the figurehead of this ship and alza keaps ths
book Lord Mecaulay' s Essays and Lays of
Ancient Home donated to the museum by
Clara Bridges Goodall. This work had been
found by n mamber of the family on the strand-
od ship. Tes firgt page reads, “John Wilson. Ship
Duchess of Albany. Balfast 1830« Olniously, it
ig n book from the Captain's library.

The Maritime Museum of Greenwich en-
cloges an interesting document: an article is.
susd by the Gazzeta Naviera v Sumario
Semanal on 222 September 1883, Here cargo,
destination, end crew as well as the accidant
are mentionad,

“Duchess of Albany.' Sendy Point, Strait of
Magellan, 17" August. The Thiches of Albany,’
from Liverpool to Rio de Janeiro and boond for
Yalparaiso in ballast, beached near Policarpo
Caove, const of Tierra del Fuego, on 13% July in
a fogey day and she wrecked completely, The
crew disembarked and, on the following morn-
ing, the Captain, officers, and another seven
hands went on on the boats, As they rather
went by land, guides and indians were sent
from Thetis Bay to look for those men, but they
only found one, whe had split from the rest,”

*“Truchess of Albany.' Sandy Point, Strait of
Magellan, 17% August, We have come to an
agreement with the "Amades’ in order to rescue
the Duchess of Albany’ in exchange for 80 per
cent of the net goods saved. The 'Amades’ ia
gaing to set sail in-a few days and she will also
gail along the coast to look for the massing
hands, whe are expected to have arrived 1n
Thetis Bay by now. The captain and 11 hands
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will return to England on the steamer Brita-
mia’...”

Voyage to Thetis Bay

In those days, notices to marines, ssiling
handbooks, and poblications uswally resd in
ports all over the werld issusd news, especially
those regarding the secarity of seamen and, of
course, shipwrecks. This is why the captain of
the ship knew perfecthywell that the Arpentine
Government hed set up a station al, Thetis Bay.
It was also known that there was a rescus
stabon at San Juan de Salvamento, This s
bow, alter the closing down of the ope at Thetes
Bay, many wreckors found shelber in the aban-
dened builldings and thought that they would
be helped there

According to the article publiahed by the
Gazzeta, the Caplain and some of his men
headed for the station (Bubprafecture} at The-
tiz Bay, They sailed for almeat three days. In
fact, the place wes not far away and they sailed
for p few days. In this srea, one of tho magor
problems is the tidal range which leaves hun-
dreds of maters of lodge at low Bide; at high, the
wators almost wash agamst the recls, Other
important problems in winter are the low tam-
peratures and the few hours of light, bot sea-
men from the North Sea are uvsed to this
Anwyway, there is a great advantages in thia
season —ealms are more frequant and storma
rave. Unfortunately, there sre no recounts of
this voyage,

The Gazzeta telle we that the rast of the
crew refused to accompany the othars on the
boats. They would rather head for the Subpre-
fecture on foot. As soon as the boat arrived at
the station, puides and men to help the wreck-
erewars sent, but they only found ene man who
had parted {rom the regt

Apgain, we gohack to the Gazzets, whare we
found that it was not uni) thirty-six days after
the wreckage had taken place that the steamer
Amades {owned by Don José Menéndez] sat
gail to look for them. This vessel also made an
attempt to rescue s many things as possibla
from the Duchess af Albany. Lastly, theweakiy
reports that the Captain and the eleven man
that accompanied him on the boat went on for
England on the steamer Britania, which had
elready embarked them.

The following document, rescuesd by Zanola,
iz worth noting. It 15 an extractof & letier sant
by Juan Lawrence —whia was in tharge of a
mission— to the Sooth American Missionary
Society st London. Wa decided to transeribe it
becauss, apart from some quite plain news
gphout the wreckars’ arrival, it shows us some

L]

local color, how they were weltomed, end how
people regarded them.

"BAME 16893, p. 167 (Juan Lawrence
writes from ‘Ooshoois,’ 16 August 1803)
" While the Argenting steamer Villaring'
stayed here, the 'Gelondring” brought to
Coshooia the Captain, two officers, and ten
hands of s ship that had recantly besn lost on
the Northeastern cosst of lsla Grande de
Tierra del Fuego. Sixteen of them were still
miseing 85 they wouold rather walk to the
Arpantine Subprefecture at Thetis Bay in-
shead of boarding the boats with thewr Cap-
tain, Wehope they maet some of the civilized
natrve bo lead them to the Colony.”

"They were exposed bo inclement, weather
fourteen days, day and night, without any
shelter and with little food. We ars not sur-
prised st some of them having their fest fro-
m_“'ﬂ

"They saw some of the natives (Onas) but,
fortunately, they were ffendly despate the
fact that the sailer were alraid knowing that
they could be surrounded by a hostile gang of
uncivilized indians any moment, Describing
their manners and appearance, the wreckars
apoke about their gratitude feslings whan the
natives showad aignals of friandship toward
them, At firet, they thought they wers Pata-
gona, becaness they had hardly noticed that
they had bean weshed on the csast of Tiorra
del Fuega. "

“We gre encoursged ot realizing that we
could be an instrument in God's hands ta help
wredkers who, in such crcumataneea, nead
apocially the aesigtanes and sympathy of some-
body andwe, as Christians, are always ready to
pffer 15, Wa enjoyv these opportunities not only
o show some hozpitality but also for having the
privilege tospeak Jesus ward, Wewira pleasad
to invite them to attend our servicea, which
they did; and throughout their short skay in
Ooshooia T had the pleasure tovisit them on the
northern copst at the 'Gobernacidn.' Maybe we
will never know how beneficiary s little simple
talk may b evenwith such menwho musthave
fowr chanees (during their long voyage) tomest
aomebidy apiritual. The Arpentine steamer
"Golendring’ is getting ready to take them to
Sandy Point. Wehave just offered them anoth-
erlittle pleasure inviting them tohave & simple
tern with os and some of the natives in the
classrnom, which they enjoyed; and before leav-
ingwe 5ang some Sankey hymns, ‘Pull for the
shere, sailor’ and God be with you still we meet
again' From the bottom of their hearts, they
expressed their pratitude for the interest wa
had shown for them and they said they would

.
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Iron maessts ond hulls complataly mode of this materiol chorocherzed fhe
|eist chippers,

ahways remember the 5, A Mission at Goshooin
in Tierrn del Fuege., ™

{On 5% September 1893, the missionary Juan
Lawrence gends snother note ter Enpland in
which he comments the arrmval of the fog-beat
Amadeo taking fourteen out of the sixtean
migaing wreckers to the port of Ushuaia.

Ushusaia Deprived of Provisions and
Almost Disabled

(sear Zanola tracks down another interest-
ing document. It 14 & note from the captain of
the Amades to the Governor of the Territory of
Tierra del Futgo in which he warns about the
situation he is in an arviving in the harbor on
28" August 1693:

“Ahoard the Chilean steamer Ampden,” Ush:
waa harker, 28% Anpust 1893, Monseur Act
ing Governor of the Termtory of Tierra del
Fuego, Don Adrian Busto,”

“The subscriber, Captain of the Chilean steam-
er 'Amadeo,” owned by Don Jogé Menéndez,
expresses to Your Excellency with due respect.”

“Puring the night from 26" to 27 of the
prasent month, 1 was surprised by a heavy
storm from the North at Thetas Bay, becausa of
which I was aboeut to sink il not for the Diving
help that came Lo rescus me. For this reasons,
and not having the eesentisl elemants to go on
sailing and raturm to the place where the lost
frigate Duchess of Albany and with the aim of
porforming the resoue [ had bean assipned 1
arrive in this port before Your Excollency to
ask you as the enly suthority in this Ternitary
ta give me, if poesible, three chain shackles, one
anchor, and one beat as the heavy tempest we
underwent dismantled my ship taking davits
and boats away and making me rot chains thus
losing the anchors.”

“Besides, 1 beg Y. E. to take care of the
thirteen wreckers that belong to the same frig-
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ate found in the surroundings of
Thetis Bay and, if possibla, take
themm to the port of Sandy Point for
the purpose that Your Excellancy
considers convendent.”

"Mot having ancther subject to
discuss, 1 hope Your Excellancy
wisheg (o concede the required
pquipmant, T avail myselfl of the
secasion Lo offer the assurancas of
my hiphest consideration,”

“Sipned by 8. Mustislich, Cap-
tain of the Amadeo Steamar.,.."

As we can gee in this note; the
port at Thetis bay may be a lathal
trap. This iz a very open bay to the
north and the east; it is shaltered
in the rest of the quadrangs. It is oot strange
that at San Yicents Cape, which is part of the
bay, there are two large clippers such as the
Duchess of Albany and the Amadeo, a veter-
gn in these waters, which ended up very bat-
tared just for staying anchored at this placa.

In the document below —a nots that the
Governor addresses tothe nationsl authorities
ahout the wrechage and the requirement of the
Amaodeo's captain—, we can see to what ox-
tent Tshoaia was inefficient when it came &6
weleome wreckers (only thirteen) or supgort
ships. This is not the only derament that de-
picts such situations, which are really shame-
ful and doleful. Obviously, the Scuth exizted
thanks to men such 65 Don Luis Pigdra Busna
or General Julio A Boca, but as for the rest...

"Ushuain”

UG Beptember 1883"

"Monziour le Ministre of Home Affairs"

" am homored to inform yvour Ministry that,
on 28" August the last, the Clulean steamar
‘Amader’ arrived in this port carrying thirtean
wregkers loft from the former crew of the En.
glish frigate Duchess of Albany’, which was
ruined at Policarpo Bay halfway through last
montl,”

*Ag the steamer 'Amades’ failed to go on
gailing ta Sandy Point, because of the reasons
her Captain expressed in the note of which 1
encloss a faithful copy, this Governorship im-
mediataly ordered to supply the equipment
requested for the natienal steamer ‘Golondri-
na,’ in the port of thiz capital, to set off for
Sandy Pomt carrying the wreckers and being
st the disposal of the Consul of the Republic of
Argenting in Sandy Point."

“Thie Governorship, Meonsisur la Ministre,
could no longer menage to belp the wreckers
bacpuse of the lack of victuals and lodgings to
accammod zte them and had Lo use the rations

|
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that the budget settles for the staff, being thos
left short of victuals and forced to resort to the
eredht we hove with the store of this village."

The rescued, Monsieur le Ministre, have
been assisted for bwebee days o5 the steamer
‘olondring' could nof sct sail as seon as the
order was given,"”

"With the azsurances of my highest consid-
erption, sincerély yours (signed by Adrian del
Brastol,,.”

The wreckers and the Indians

At this stage, we can gee that there wers
bwe men misging. The same reseavcher makes
it clear what happensd to the one who had
joined o group of Indiane while thers iz no
news aboot the other, From the book Los
Indics de Tierra del Fuego, tome 1, volo-
maen I1. Log Shelk” nam, by Martin Gusinde;
pp. TOOTOL.

* During the last Kldkaten ceremony, Tene-
nesk told me the following: My first wife was
gtill alive whaen a ship was washed agnanet the
eastern coast of Isla Grands by o storm. Such
high waves were never seen again! The ship
gplit into two. Many peaple could snve them.
gelves swimming toward land. We gave them
maat, as they had nothing to sat. Foor daye had
pone by when another ship arrived and all tha
white men left with her. Unly one staved, s tall
voung man with a hght complexion. As hs
enjoved being among us, he did not lesve with
the others. Sinee then, he ved with us and
learnt to speak our language. Latar on, he
pxpressed his desire to morry o shelk'nam
We esteemed ham and agreed on his choozing a
woman here. Bot bafore this, he had to becomea
& Kldketen., Whean we gathered again for the
secret ceremioniss, this time next to the Fag-
nano Laks, this European also came with us
and took part as a Kldketen.”

"M any moons [sic.] wewere aiready gathered
at the Big Hut, The celebration had not comes to
an end yet, when the white man died. We buried
him right thers. He had been a good man. That 5
exacthrwhy wa let him bve among us and he had
o bocome a Kléketen, This had been the first
Hme the elder allvwed o Koliot {0 walk into the
Big Hut If any of them had appreached it, he
would have been finished off Bul sverybady
ezteemed this king man! Therefore, that English
man, whose name was unknown, was the first
Kliketen of European origin, The knowledge and
the understanding that he could have acquired
during that ceremony were not protocalled. His
good nature, tegether with an irreproachabls
conduct, had made him being regarded by all the
tribe a5 a persen worth rusting,,,”

The Duchess af Albany's figurehead

Below, in a footnots, the suthor comments
the follownng: “There is no doubt that this is
that English man whao, after the wreckage of
the ‘fine English ship, the Duchess of Albany,
on the north-const of Tierra del Fuego... had
gong away with the OnaIndisns..." as reported
by Lawrence on 5% Septomber 1883 (S A ME,
XXV, 183; Londen 18931, The accident had
happened in the winter of 1893 ...°

Various Versions about the ‘Duchess of
Albany'

Closing this appendix, and as a color touch
thet contributes to the understanding of the
state of confusion a researcher devoted bo these
topics has to start from when taking as troe
works alveady publizshed, let os gea thi fallow-
ing examples. Itisworth noting that this is not
alwaysthe cageas, in fact; an important part of
the works pablished is serious,

A. In hie book Alpunos naufragios oca-
rridos en las costas chilenas (1894), Don
Francisco Vidsl Gormazr comments:

A Frigaile

The cepiain of the English frigate ‘Krdght of
Eho Garder, whicharrived in Valparotseon 24°
April 1894 from CorddfF, reporfed o the ship-
Jring bocoed theet o T that sare month e sow
o frigate agrognd on o rock, near lond, al 54" 36"
of south latitude, wesdt of cope San Diego in the
Le Moire streil, The skip had 1,600 of register
tonnage and [sic] ke ossumed tha! she had run
agropnd a few doys before.

The spars were complete, except for the fore-
fopmast and the mizzen that were broken. The
ship wos pofnted in black, but he dozs not
meention neither her notionality, nor the name

.
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of the pessel, Such [5 the corelessmess with
twhich the statistics on shipping disesters are
hept among s (p, TOZ)

A Frigaie

Captain Grevé of the Irigate "Aconcagua,’
which snitered the port of Tocopilla on 3™ July
1897, reportad having sighted a stranded ship
about thres miles west of Policarpe Bay on 2
July the same year gt 11 a.m. She was painted
in black, her spars were practically endam-
aged; her masts were pointad in hght hazel and
the extremes of the deck were whits

The frigate seemed tobe amoedorn construcs
tion as ithad o one-piece biwsprit and she was
complately abandoned as no human beig was
visible. On the beach and oppesite the veasel,
some serapa of army tents made from sails can
be seen.

It looked cs of the frigale crewr had aban-
doned the wreckage stte on thetr o vessels ad
everything looked desolofe {p, TEO,

B, Wz can also read in the bogk Treinta
afios en Tierra del Fuego, by father Alberto
de Agostind, the account of ene of hia tripa
(1915) along the castern cosst of the island,
when he saw the Duchess of Albany and
passed by Pelicarpo Cove:

Many vessels wrecked in these freacherous
ridges made up by rochy plotforms or ledges
ottstrefching from the coast and into the sea for
overoneg kilometer [ Jsome of these vessels have
already appeared destroved by the continuous
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bkl of the fopves ofthiers, on the cnrirary,
e frroctically intiet Decose thay reve washed
high and dry by the highest tides [,.] Amang
these, the one thor porticularly aitrects my
attention isa three-masted vessel nomed "Thach-
pss D'Albania. " Fossame i is Holion, but { could
natl gotier any deio neither aboat hker origin,
nor cbowt the couses of her wreckage..,

C. In his book Magallanes en 1925 the
Chitlean writer Don Manuel Zorrilla relates:

An Unknown Frigate

O ™ April 1894, an English ahip bound for
Valparaiso sighted @ frigate stranded on o rock
near band wl 54° 30 of south lotitude, west of
Cape San Diego; on the Le Maitre Strail. The
wrecked ship was abondoned and her nepme
and nationality are unknown * (pp. 196-197),

Obwicusly, mistakes are passed down from
pne writer to the other, This iz why the re-
search carried cut by Zanols ie so interesting,
eapecially when the Lloyd's Register of Ship-
ping, carresponding to the delsgation at Bue-
nes Aireg, reports the entrance to the pler in
Busnog Aires of a sailing vessel called Dueh-
ess of Albany in 1904, Of course, thas ooe has
poething to do with the one wrecked in Peningu-
la Mitre,

{Desenption: 1 Official Regster W™ 85,116,
2. Captain's name: J, C. Gubbey; 3. Number of
desks: one; 4. Year of Building: 1885, 5. Ship-
building Company: Scott & Cia. Greenock; 8.
Year of entrance in the port of Buenos Aires:
190411




Appendix 7
Isla de los Estados

Baa Toller

The following comes from the Archive del
Ministario de Relaciongs Extoriores (Ministry
of Foreign Affairs Files), Fobruacy 174, 1891:
Tha Sen Tollers wreckers presont a claim
before the Secretary of the Navy, Mr. T. Gray,
in London. They charge Major Villarinoe with
ill-treatment, first in: San Juan (lala do los
Estados), and later on the steamer Villaring,

Upon request from the Britieh government,
the Subprefect at Isla de loa Estados and Com-
mander of the Argentine transport Villarino
wag indicted by Arpentine authoritiea.

Wreckers' Btatement:

I Gray Espré[zic], T B. Secretary, Marine
Dapartment, Board of Trade, Whitshall Gar-
dens, Landon.

Sir,

We the undersigned beg ta lay the following
statoment of our grievances before yvau, wish-
ing te know whether we might not obtain some
recompense for the hardships and ill-treat-
ment we heve andergone,

Directly on landing at Punta Arenas, Strait
of Magellan, we duly presented curselves
and laid a similar report before R. Stanben-
ranch, Esglsic], the British Vice Consul at
that port,

Statament:

“We sailed from Glascow (February 8% 18840)
on the Liverpool Barque ‘Sea-toller’ bound for
Valparaiso with a general cargo. On the §*
April when two hundred miles abreast of the
Falkland [slands we encounterad a severs gale
of wind which lasted about a weelk doing sari-
ousdamage washing avway vur boats and carry-
ing off our sails. On April 16" the gale having
moderaled we sighted the 'Cambrian Duchess
of Swansea totally dismasted, and on her beam
ends, Noting her sigmals of distress, cur Cap-
tain bare down to her, and we took offher crew,
thirty-twe (32) in number, her cook having
been washed overboard on the previous day.
Onee safely on board we made for the Falkland
Ialgnds and landed the rescued crew on April
22, For thirteen weeks we ladd there for re-

pairs, and on July 26, being ready for sea, we
weighed anchor and once clear of the land set
our gourse 3.5, W, V2 W, steermg for 831 Johas
point, Staton Island, with the wind free aad all
sail sae,”

"On the night of July 27*, the wind fresh-
ened and all hands were called to shorten sail,
and we stood oo il morning when land was
reported on the Starboard bow, The ship was
directly putabout, but the Captain, sesing that
it would be impossible to clear the land, called
on all hands o set sail. While hoisting the fore-
tep-sail, we could plainly see the land close
aboardofus [si¢]. The order was then given to
rat away the starboard boat, but saeing that it
wanld be of no servige to us between the ship
nnd the racka, we wers sommanded to cuk away
the port boat, Whilst we were engaged m doing
thia, the ship struck the recka three or four
times, and on her settling down, heavy seas
broke over, washing away nine men and the
boat, and throwing the rest of us in the water,
Four of us, however, managed to reach the
mizzen riggng, where we weore shortly after-
wards joined by the Captain™

*At daybresk we saw another man on the
mein top, and on hailing him ke joined usin the
mizzan [..] erossing on the stays. We clung to
the rigging ell that day with the zea breaking
over us, and in the afternoon the Captain made
the attempt to swim ashore with a line fast
round his waist, but he was killed in the at-
ternpt to land by the surf against the rocka, we
beang unable to render him any assistancs; as
he cast off the bne just before reaching tha
ricks. That night, seeing that nothing remainied
to be dome, we crogsed by the stays over to the
main top and cat the mizzen stay sail adrift,
KNextmerning we sighted a vesegel and climbing
to the main truck hailed her, but it was of no
avail.”

“Two of us tried to reach land by means of 5
line, but they died, the third ane suceesded and
making the line fast at both ends the rest of us
were enabled to lanmd safely. Then without
boots and with very little clothing we climbed
A mountain a thousand feet in height (which
mountain we afterwards became well sogoaint-

.
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ed with| and after climbing all day reachad the
pummit in a terribly exhseeted conditicn with
our hands and feet painfully cut and bruised,
We travelled in a M.E. directicn, and sighted
tha lighthouss bafore night, but seeing that in
our wesk condition we would find it 1mpossible
to arrive before sunset, we deaded to leok for
the best peagible shelterwith branches, it rained
heavily all night long and in the moming we set
off for the shore to eat what wa could find, 1t
being impossible to travel by the beach, we
were forced to take again to the mountains and
after great difficullies reachad the station about
10 a'elock in o tarrible state of sxthanstion and
in @ very bad condition, with sur bodies lacer-
ated by the therns that abound in that country,
Weghad bean then three daye without s particle
of foad: there we each obtained food and & st
of clothes. After eight or ning daye, the majar
Villarino thinking we wers sufficiently recow-
ered set us to work in the wood-ghed cutting
wood, which we willingly did. But he was not
satsfied, and on the 3% October ordered us to
the same work az his men: that was, carrying
pales down the mountain side. Then having
gkill weak and having enow an the ground, we
being barefated wa wers utterly unabla to do
the warle then the Major drew his revalver,
preaenting it atus and maanwhile loudly curs-
ingin the Spanish tongue ordered us to be put
in the ztocks by the hesd. However the Steward
only was put in stocks, and an able seaman
placed in irons, taken to the mountain to work,
where hewas kept all day in the rain, snow and
cold. The following diy the irons were talen off
and an iron shackle of 56 links of 34" chain was
rivetted on him: in this condition the two of
them remained for thirty two hours, thereforse,
when they were set free they were unable to
wilk, Shortly afterwards, the transport "Vil-
laring' arrived and we were sent on board. Not
five minutea had slapsad bafore we were torned
to work, our daily working hours being from
four in the morning until seven or eight at
night. Whilst laying in Ooshooia we had to
dizcharge 200 tons of coal from the hold te the
bonkers [sic] and then reload her with 250 tons
of hallast. The sailmaker being very unwell
and wtterly unable to work, was sent ashore by
the ship's doctor for two days and nights with-
out food or shelter. The rest of us feeling still
exhausted having had sa little food and sleep
spoke to the Commander, explaining why we
falt incapacitated from work, but were told if
we did not work we should be put in irons
without food. Accordingly we all worked asbest
we conld untill we arrived in Punta Arenas,
whereaeaing the British Vice Consul, Mr._ Sten-
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benranch, we received the first kind treakment

wo pxperionced gince the loss of our ill-fated
ship.

iSigned | J.G. Hardy - Cook & Steward

47 Blackett 5t — Newcastle-on-Tyne

J HW. Clindinning

Laural Cottage, Warrington
E.B. Gillies

8 Balmorel Crescent, Crosshill.
Glascow

2 Swanbanlks

1 Pior Terrasze, Sauth Shields,
Durham

Witninis s e the ill-treatmant an the
"Willaring' and Staten Island.
(Signadh J.4 Bannett Beker

On 5% March 1891, Commander Vallaring
enters his plea:

# .asregardsthechiarges the wreckers of the
'‘Bea Toller' have accused me of in this case
resord, axcapt for the apprentice pilot whose
name does rist appear in the decoment, As for
the charges against the commander of the
Villaring” tranaport, T am sure he will duly
Juetify his conduct.”

*The wreckars arrived at the Subprefecture
T om in chiarge of on Btaten Land on 30" July at
8 am.; they were immediately given food,
clothas, shoes, end care according to ench one's
condition. They were also given matirésses
and blanksts and ware lodzed in the dormitory
with the thirty seamen that make up this
Subprefecture’s staff.”

“Being cared for in the same way as the men
1 am in charge of, they were getting over up to
20" September in complete inaction (practical-
Ir two months); it was then when, on seaing
thom burning firewood all they long in ordor
oot to be cald, and preventing any comment
from my people, 1 asked them to help wath the
cubting of firewoeod for the common welfare, not
in the hill but in & storchoose a few meters
away from the place.”™

"It is good to bare in mind that wreckera
are tongh seamen and that on the island all
men help each other to face the extreme
conditions in which we are. In view of my
requisition, Hardy, the ‘Sea Toller's’ coolk,
dared answer that ‘the English government
hired us to be there to serve and maintain
those whe were in their situation.” Holding
my mdignation back, I explained to him that
gplintering firewood wae for their benefit as
well; a5 a response, he gave me an angry lock
nnd he even threatensd me with hiz fist; 1
immediately preduced my gun ordering him
to be fettered.”

—
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“After this, Gillies the sailer came t¢ me
gaying, " .if you do not let the ooe with fetters
ge, L am not going to cut firewood, before such
an ingslence, I ordered him to be shacklad "

"Before serving his sentence, Hardy lot me
know that he had repentad of his mishehavior,
80 | erdered him to be set fres; the same hap-
pened with Gillies. The men [ am in chargs of,
smong who there are several English ones,
have witnegsed this,”

"Lecking for the reason for such an evil
elaim, | assume it derives from my rejecting the
offer of his services to stay on the island under
my charge,”

"Ae regards apprentice pilot Charles (who
do4s not appaar in the statement), on being
agked gboot his comrades’ impolitenses he
angwared me, ' the good mnes have drowned,
Bir, the ones loft ara tha bad anes ™

"Mangieur Vice-Coneul can testify that, when
I took the wreekers to the Consulate, they wera
wearing the clothes of my country’s marnes,
the only ones available."

“Only ong of them, Gillies, wag barefaot, of
which I made Monsieur Consul takts notics as
the seamen had gold his boota to buy brandy.
Such an attitode is consistent with their de-
mand asking at the beginning, ‘to know wheath.
er we might not obtain some recompense for
the hardshipe and ill-treatment we have un-

dergomne.™

%5

“In honor of the flag | serve, it iz good to bare
in mind that I have ag a precioos token and
#ward thechronometar with which the English
government presented ma in recognition of my
humanity and benevolence toward the crews of
the English barques ‘Garnock,” ‘Glenmaore,' and
"Colorade, which wrecked on Staten Land dar-
ing the years 1887-1888."

“Bosides, | have been conpgratulated on the
rescue of the wreckers from the frigate Dun-
key' and the barque ‘Cdrdoba’ among others”

“I hope what I have expressed is snough to
destroy the calumnies intended to disavow the
Argentine hospitality, which should not be
mistaken for the impunity of those who did not
respact it."

F. Villarino

March 1891, The Commandsr of the
Villarino makes the following statement:

“The wreckers statements sre untrie as on

this ship they have been treated as all bow

passangers are treated, of which officials of the

mentionad vesse] may attest"”
F. Monrefleir
Commander of the *Villaring™

References: Ministerio de Relacines Bxteri-
ored, Archive. Ado 1881 - Diplomaticn ¥ Consu-
lnr. Inglaterra - Caja n® 476, Légajo 5,200,




Appendix 8
The Crown of ltaly

O 31% March 1892 Her British Majesty's
Lagation informs on occagion of the report by
H. M.'s Navy Commander of the Naval Station
in the Sauth Atlantic Captain W, A, Lang,
whi expresses thanks for the care with which
the wrecksra of the British bark Crown of
Italy, which had wrecked in the surronndings
of Cape San Disgo, on Tiarra del Fuegs, In spits
of this, in his acknowlsdgement, Mr. Lang,
Captain of the H. M. 8 Cleopatra, who tool
the wrackers to thelr destination, says that the
vessal wreeked at Cape San Antonio, [sla de
los Estados, (He thought thiz was what hod
acitially happetied )

He nddresges his thanks to Mr. Borghing,
Secretary of the Station.

Two women, who may be Captain Wade's
wife and dauphter, are mentioned among the
wrackers

References: Ministerio da Relacones Exte-
rigras ¥ Culte, Archive. Inglaterra: Diplomadti-
ca v consalar. Afio 1592, Caja 505, Legajon” &,

Boenos Aires

41" March 1892

Monsieur le Mimistre,

The senior officers of Her Map-
esty's Navy in command of the Naval Station in
the Svuth Atlantic, veports that when at Stat-
en Island oo the T of Warch he found there the
shipwrecked crew of the British ship “Crown of
[taly" which was wrecked at Cape San Dioge
some tHime previousky.

Captain Lang before leaving
Staton Istand wrote to His Excellency the Gov-
proor of Tierra del Fuego, Sefor Mario Cor-
nero, to thank him for the manner inowhich the
said crew were received and cared for by the
officers of the Station, and brought especially
to his notice the zeal and trouble taken by the

Bacratary, Senor Matalio Borghind, for their
pamfart and welfare
It gives me great plassure to
bring this matter to the notice of Your Excel-
laney and T would esteem it a favor if you
would be good sncugh to cause the subject of
Captain Long's report to be broupght afficially
to the notice of the Prefects Maritime at Bue-
noe Alres
I avaril myeelfof this opportunity, Mon-
gieur Ministes, torenew to Your Excellency the
assurances of my hiphest consideration,
Arturo Herbart

H.M.3. 'Cleopatra’

Staten Land

12" March 1892

Your Excellancy:

Beforesetting sail [rom

Staten Land with the crew of the British ship
“Crown of Italy”, wrocked at Cape San Antonio
last Diecembar, I allow myself to let Y. E. know
the high steem with which the said crew was
welcomed and cared for by the efficials of the
Station and T request ¥.E. to let them know
about my gratitude. 1 spedally wish Y.E. to
knew ahout the sclicitous courtesy and deffor-
enee on the part of the Secretary Don Natalio
Borghini in order to comfort this crew, espe-
cially when aboard the wrecked ship there
wera bwo ladies.

1 will be pleased to inform the British
Government; as well as the Brtish Minister at
Buenos Aives, the kindness and censidaration
with which the wreckers were treated.

I am honoured te be Y.E's obediant
BEFVEL.

WA Lang
Commander of the Maval Station
At the Sputh-Eastermn coast of America

.



Appendix 9
The ‘Cosmopolite’ on Isla de los Estados

Uriginal nams: Kosmopolief (1854), Ori-
gin: Drutch — WL Dordrecht

In 1871, she was named Cosmapolite, butin
other documents she appears as Cosmopolif

Heferences; Sea Breeges magasine, n” 226,
Vol. EXII1, September 1938, pp. 206, 207, 208,
and 209, Sea Breezes n* 228, Vol X3XITT, No-
vembar 1838, pp. 313; and o® 218, Vel, XXII,
January 1938, pp. 238, Algunos naufragios
ocurridos en las costas chilenas, by Don
Francigss Vidal Gormaz, 1901, p. 490,

The clipper ship “Eosmopoliet”

P. Blusse Van Oud-Ablas snd A Blusee
were ship owners at Dordrecht between 1846
and 876, under thename of Gebroeders Blusse,

All their ships traded to the Dutch East

Indies, some round the Cape and hack again,
and others round Cape Hom to Valparaise,
then to San Franoisco, then via Fhilipines or
China to Indiz and home roand the Cape.

About 1851 the great Liberal Statesman,
Dr. J. B Thorbecke, suggestad to Gebrosders
Blussa the building of & clipper ship for their
trade to the East Indies. At that ttme the
Amenean Clippers were lmown throughoot
the world as being the fastest, and the Dutch
ship builders, not having had any experence
and onlyvery scant knowledge of the designing
of shipa at |sie.| that type, it was dedded to
have the plans for the newship, which would be
one of the first clippers to be bullt in Holland,
bought in America.

Accordingly, an efficer of the Dulch Reyal
Navy, who happened to be there, brought the
plans from America to Holland about 1B51,

The shipbuilding firm of Cornelis Gips en
Zonen ot Dordracht, waes given the order to
build the new ship, which was to be named
nEoemopoliets, Her dimentions wers 176 feet x
40 foet x 22 feet, and she meazured 758 tone.
On Detober 27, 1853, the keel was laid.

The most trustad captsin of Meesra. Blusse,

Jarcoh Bouten, who hod just redurned from the
woyage round the world in the bergus wJan Van
Hoorne; and was to be captain of the « Kogmbpo-
List=, was entruated to the supervizion of the
baildings of the new ship.

The ship that grew on the ways of Meagars.
(ips was a vary interasting one, she wag indsad
a throoghred [sic ], with her flaring bowe, fine
entranse in the water and ¢oncave waterlines af
the bows, herlack of sheer and her beautiful run
aft, finishad of with & squore fransom,

The placing of the masta presented some
difficulty. This mather was put bafore Mr. H.
W. Schokker, no doubt banking on hiz knowl-
edge of more full-bowed vegsels, wanted the
foramast placed more forward in the ship than
captain Bouten, considering her fing lines,
theught necesary. Captain Bouten's opinion
was Tollewed,

On Movember 29, 1854, the ship was
liunehed, and she sailed oo April 19, 18535,

(' August 25, 1856, Bouoten writes from
Batavia to Dordeecht: . Our cargo consist of
20dF picals ol rattan, G00 picals of tin, 400 picals
of bronze coina, 12,098 balea of coffe, 200 prcals
of tea, 567 Muscat nuts,,.”

In the winter of 1857 Boutan bettered his
pravisus performance by driving the 'Kosmopo-
ligt’ from Heliaveet to Bakavia in 74 days, and
m 1860 he made the same passage in 77 days.
The ‘Eosmopoliot’ was an extraordinarily fast
vessel,

Captain Bouton left the Bosmopoliet’ in
1863, Captain J. Koning, of the ship ‘Admiraal
Van Heemskerk', then took over comand of the
Hoamopoliet', He was followed in 1870 by cop-
tain J. Da Croet; lastly, in 1871, the old ship
was commanded by captain H Dienshe

In 1871 the ‘Koamopoliet’ was sold for Fla
35,600 to England

The Eeoemopolist' was aold to James Ander-
gory, of |, Billiter Court, London, and renamed
'Cosmopalits’. Dut of register after 1875...




Appendix 10
The ‘Desdémona’ in Mitre Peninsula

Of all wreckages recounted in the present
work, the only captain we could meet and who
gave us his official version of his wreckage was
the Desdémona’s. This is a briel summary of
g leng interview,

The wreckage took place on 9 September
1986 at 1 a.m.

Place: Cape San Pablo. Crew: 20 hands in
all

Length: 78 m. Beam: .60 m,

Captain: Germin Gustavo Prillwitz. Allen
914, Banfield, Telephone number: 4242-0247.

Place of the interview: Tueomdén 326, 37
floor, Capital Federal. Centro de Egresados d=
la Escucla de Niotica,

Degdémiona’s shipowner: Cormoran Em-
presa Maritima. Andrea Gunaris and Crisanta
Copulug,

Built in Hemburg in 1952 fallowing the
regtrictions imposad by the Allies as regards
speed, length, and engine power.

Desdémona’s sister ships: Ofelin, sunk
opposite tha coast of Vensmuela; and Cleo-
patra, which was being broken up in Thirsena,
Port of Buenoe Adres, whan the mterview took
place. There is o relevant detail: the Degdémao-
na, the same as her sister ships, was reinforced
for igs, This s why she asiled for many years
without wanting repairs.

Account by her captain, Don Germin (3.
Prilbarita:

In 1986, he set. sall from Comodore Rivada-
wia and, because of mechanical failures, the
skirt and the block of a piston broke down;
apparently, this happened due to lack of lubri-
eation but, ascording £o the Captain, it was
sabotage.

On arriving in Ushuaia, he tries to fix the
angine, but at the request of the shipowner he
sails on to Rio Grande. As the Captain insists
on repairing the damage, the ghipowner tells
him to go on toward Rie Grande as he considers
the Captain masters the ship and thers is
nothing to werry about.

Tha captain covered the distance in five days
when this trip usually takes no lenger than
thirty-six hours, He sailed along the coast try-
ing to find shelter from storms and anchoring
an several occasions. He eventually reached
the port of Rie Grande, but as there was NW
wind (storm), he did not entar for fear that the
ghip run agreund.

At that peint, he decided to sail south along
the ¢oast looking for a sheltered place to an-
chor, Thus, he arrived at Cape San Pable and,
with a forecast of SW storm, he looked for a
sheltered place to cutride the sterm, He ap-
proached the cape and, 1,000 m to the gouth,
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ahe touched ground twice. AL that moment, the
captain decided to sail out wearng round.
Apparently, there is a rock ledpe which extends
up by 25800 m from the shorelineg and juts out
the capesome 1,000 m and this does not appear
in the charts

When the stem erushes against the ledga,
the tunnel is punched and a thres-inch wheleis
produced and this isthe only place whers thare
is & douhle hottom, Therefore, the stern starts
to flood and the pumps are not enough; the
locks are shut, bot the tunnel is flooded.

At that moment, the captain dacides te gail
out and anchoer, buthe realizes that the doubls
bottomn is breaking and the hold with a cargo of
cementstarts to flood. The ship starts bo sink at
the stern and he deiermines to approach the
beach to strand her, The place chosen 15 the
mouth of a river. He prefers it because at the
mouth of rivers the bed is lirmec; in this case,
of stones and sand. He is planning to leave the
ship properly trimmed thus avoiding burying
her.

Hemakes head at full speed but, being more
buried, the bow strends. The breaking s=a
malkes her advance and, thus, she is driven to
& perfect place to disembark all the people and
try Lo sive the cargowhich is unloaded straight
to trucks.

The shipswner eriticized the Captain argu-
ing that he should have stayed anchored in-
gtead of stranding. Me. Prillwity, the Captain,
wag of the opinion that, if ke remained an-
chorad, the ship would sk with all the cargs
and, according to hiz version, this was what the
shipowner sapparently wanted to happan. This
izsued ended up at the Supremes Court and
Captain Prillwitzwas chargad with nagligence
and blamed for the wrackage of the ship, said to
have peeurred beenuse of hig decision,

Arcording to hig aceount, after taking the
eargo out, he intended to cover the leakages.
Later, with a syzygial tide, and having previ-
ously lightenad all the sarge ruined at tha
bottom, he conld have left sailing.

The raptain also suspects that the people in
charge of the engine might have made hold 2
get flooded ss he himself used to contral the
smount of water and, all of 8 sudden, he found
it Plonded.

Tha truth abont thas s that the Desdéemona
had an mmsurance policy of USS S01,000, but

I¥%

the insurance company covered 100,000 gince
her bottem had not being repaired. Her acraps
were sold to junk deslers wha could nat break
har up because the reads &nd bridges of the
ares cennot resist the weight of trocks leaded
with this material. They could only take thres
amall trucks.

The ehandoned hifeboat waz left in charge of
Felix, who was an alcoholic coole

The junk dealers assigned somebody to taks
care of the ship, But as the pay was not enough,
the maintenance of the angines was progras-
gively abandoned and therefore they ruined
—mitors a3 well as cranes and engines,

We are really astonished because Captain's
Prilhwits account, and of course this was also
said in the trial, states that in fact problems
had started befors all this, Theship had strand-
ed in Rio Grande and had stayed there for
twenty-five days untll they could take 1% out
The meéthod used, a5 the ship had been sucked
by mud, cengisted in washing the bottom where
she was trimmead with jets of water under
preasure. According to the Captain, everything
startad when ths hawsers were cut becanss
peither the shipowner nor the Direccidn de
Puertos (Ports Administration} hed provided
him with suitable hawsers (he refers to quality
and thickness), Therafore, she stood off and the
strength of ebb tide dragged the stern away
from the prer and Eook her toward o muddy
bottam,

During this stranding, the hottom was dent-
ed and the coet of ite repairing was caleulated
in 785 100,004, sonownt paid by the insurance.
But the bottom was never fixed. T'o tale her out
ofherstranded position, asperialized company
would have chargad USSE 250 ({1, a sum which
they were oot willing to pay since 1 was the
dame valug that the insurance would pay.

The Desdémaona’s hell iz now kept at the
Centra de Epresados de Ia Escuela de Nautics
together with a poem that reads:

*¥ou have died at the age of Jesos Chrst
Our Lard

You have chosen your fata as a ghip

From the bottom of his heart

The one whao In your memory this one tolls
Condemnad will be

For all the present

A round to pay.”




Appendix 11
The Loss of Tracker ‘A.R.A. Fournier’
and Tug ‘A.R.A. Guarani’

RLA Foum

P .'L.- - =i

ier' at Lishuoia baoy,

Trascker "A.
Tracker ‘A.-R-A. Fournier'

In the small hours of 22 January 1949, the
tracker 4 R A Fourniervanizhsd in the freex-
ing waters of tha Strait of Magellan, opposite
Punta Cono, at the entrance of San Gabriol
chanmnel (68 miles south of Punta Arenns). This
might be the piege of mformolion that re
sanrchers have looked for, In a briefer fashion,
it appears on Hats of wrecked ships or of ship-
wrecks whose causes have never been com-
pletely ceared up.

But it i worth kwowing a little bit morse
about this tragedy that saddened not only the
Argantine Navy but alaothe whole coontry and
aapecially the whola region, both Chilean and
Arpentine, At géa, all seamen are blue about o
shipwreck regardless of rivalry —it 15 one of
the nen-written faws of the miral code of a
seaman. As regards villages, lot us think that
in those days, 1t was the ships wha kept their
links with the rest of the continent and a
laaving or arriving ship always carried news
and meetings with frionds and relatives, Lifs
relied on thesea, which was a means of commu-
nication, never a barrier

The tracker Fournier had a particular fea-
ture —it had been built in Argentina by the
shipbuilder “Sanchez ¥ Cin.” of San Fernando,
Provinee of Busnos Aires. She entered the

Navy on 13 October 1940, Therefore, sle was
practically new as she was not even ten when
the catastrophe took place. Being 58 meters
Tong and 7.30 wide, she displaced 654 tona. She
had twa chasers, four anticraft machine-gun
and developed a top spaed of 16 knots, Har flest
mates were the trackers Spirp, Seaver, and
Comaodoro Py which ontered the Navy between
1937 and 1938, They were modem vessels that
became part of the fleet in & period of econamic
wealth for Argenbma. At that time, we werea
Groat Power compared to the nations of the
First Warld thot were getting cver after a
dreadful war.

Ushumna was vary fond of this ship as ghe
wis s station ship ak the Naval Base of Ughua-
in. This is why she appears in hundreds aof
photos takén at that time in posteards or evon
in parades along Maipu street, when the flag.
dressed ship can be seen at the betbom.

In Ushuaie, she served diverse purposes
guch as buoying and she even carriad food or
medical azd for the estnnrins situated slong the
coast, such as Policarps —that helonged to the
Bilbaps— m Peninsula Mitre or to Puerto Es-
pafol, where there were sealing estahlishments,
She ales helped establishments in Bahia Thi-
tis that were granted to Ernesto Gariboldi. She
used to sail past Sloggett bay tocontral the gold
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diggors thof appesred évery now ond then and
wis i charge of ralisves on Qbsérvatdrio 18-
lomd, When she was cdming from the continsng,
peaple was excitad at the mail, newapapers,
and fresh fruit —the lagt being a rarity in
Tshuaia at that Gmea.

Among her tasks as 8 tracker, she had ac-
complishad some missiens that mads har out-
stand, such as the towing of the Tug Oleo up to
Puearto Belgrano, and she aleo helped the Chal-
ean sailing ship Cdndor,

The Tragedy
Tha Fouwrnter had sof sml from Ushuoain

bound for Bio Gallegos with o crew of sevanty-
gix hands on o routing mizgian, Twe gossis
boarded at the Intter port —the Commander's
father-in-taw and hiz child, Lisutenant Com-
mander Carlos A. Negm was in charge of the
ghip asfrom March 1949 and, on several ocon-
giong, he had commented that he thought the
vesael rolled too much.

Bailing from Hio Gallegos, there ame two
paezible routes to reach Ushusin. One goes
girsight for the south croessmp the feared Le
Maire strait and the other takes San Gabrial
channel and then the northeastern branch of
the Boagle, The latter route is more beautiful
given the fact that the ship saila past glaciers,
and it is thought that it ia more sheltered from
the heavy southern storms.

e 5
A view of the portof Ushumia in 1948.
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In viow of o possible storm, they decided to
take the reute along the Struaat of Magellan
The veasel was last seen an setting sail from
Ris Gallegos at 740 a,m en 21 September
1848 She entered the Strait of Magellan and
gotin tooch with ancther ship of the Arpentine
Nayy reporting, that same afbernoon, her sail-
ing past Punts Delgada

There was oo forther news aboutthe vesszal
and she was not sean when gailing past the
Ban Isidre lighthouse Theraford, the fellow-
ing ¢ based on dssumplion, but it is guite
closs to whaet could have happened, It isa
known fact that therd was northwesterly wind
and, given that wind, it weuld have been
advantagaous to sail the Le Maire, [§ iz alao
known that the forecest announced & strong
breeze turning into & strong gale with raio
and snow squalls, fow temperitures; and poor
visitalify due tofog, which s ususl in Fusgian
epring, whan wintar gtill breaks into without
previous notieh,

At not hawving lurther news, Ushunea starts
b worry il thoship was scheduled to arrive on
September 23. Then, the Navy aska the Chil-
aan Navy for halp while it details all avaifabla
shipa for the south. At that latitnds, aurviving
to & shipwrecks is possibla, but then comes
another challenge —How do you surreve to this
severe chmate? The search oparation must b
then carmed oot very quick]y.
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Chile assigned the Lawfare, which wenton
searching up to September 28, The Chilean Air
Foree alse joined this eperation with the amr-
planes stationed in Punta Arenas and the hy-
droplones from Yendegnin.

The gnking was considersd to be the conse-
quence of a violent
heeling accompa- 3
nied by an unosaal
rolling that may
hasebeen produzed
by aswell ora large
wave taken besm-
or It is alag possi-
ble that the vessel
erushadinto on un-
koown rock that
gpened the bottom
producing a swift
ginking. The truth : o -
is that sha disap- ne 1 da Mayo."
pearedwithhersey- yehop i
enty-six hande and the tao guests.

The pubbic got to know sbout the Fouwrnier's
delay through a communigoé weued by the Sec-
retaria dé Manna (Secretary of the Navy), Great
afforts to find some track of the vessal were still
in progress. An oil shick was seen on the waker
surface by two Chalean pilots that were talong
part 10 the seareh. Move planes were sent from
BRio Gallegos whale the Argentime ships taking
part in the search were —the trpcker Spire; the
tugs Chiriguana and Sanabirdn; the frigates
Trinidad, Héreules, and Heroing; the trans-
port San Julidn; and the surveving ship Bofio
Blaneca.

Everyhody hoped the survivors were in somse
cove or channel and thay thought that the ship
had sufiered some damage and believed that,
given the faot that there was enough food, the
wreckers conld survive without farther trou-
ble. This hypothesis started to crumbie down
when the frst corpees started Lo appear, The
Second in Command was found,

[mmediately, on Cetober 4, newapapars in
Buenoas Aires reported the sinking of the track-
er Fomrnder, The fist of missing men was given
and it was infarmed that life preservers, tim-
ber and two boats had been found, as well as
three corpaes on & raftin a nearby cove, which
was confirmed by the Chilean Navy, and one
corpse on the coast near Punta Cono that
turned out to be the Second in Command. He
wag Lisutenant Luis H, Lestari,

The Subsecretaria do Marma issued bulletin
208 reporting the following: “The tracker Fourn-
ier’ wrecked at Punta Cono, at the entrance of
Canal San Gabriel, 80 miles south of Punta

H
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Arenas. The villagers have found two boats oo

the shores. Three ships of the Navy are looking

for wrechers in the surroundings. The sunk

vessel has bean seen from a plane, thus confirm-

ing her wreckage, On the other hand, the find-

ing of beats, elements belonging to the ship, and

a-¢corpse that has

not been 1dentd-

fied, mearby Puan-

ta Cono, eertify

the sad reality of

the sezident. The

Ministeric deMa-

= = mnna{Department

of the MNavy) hae

sant drvers in or-

der to reach the

=— Thull of the Funk

. weszel and it hag

~ detailéd commsia-

gions mada up by

the staff of the

shipe that took part in the search to sail along

the shore looking for possible surnvors" This

was sirned by Captaon Anibal O Oliviers, {Coi-

tribution by the Departamentn de Estudios
Histéricos Navalas),

Immaduately ifter this, commissions with
Maring Corps wers sent to 2ail alang the shores
Lo loak for survnvors as well ag divers tesns
arder to resch the vesael It iz warth remember-
ing that theze commissions only recovered some
things, such as lifs preservers, that nowadays
ramind of the tragedy in different museums and
navel facilities, apart from some more corpses,

It is important to bame in mind that the
temperaturs of the water is nol over 8 C, This
implies that death dus to hypothermia will
depond oo each body but always takes min-
utes, Death can also be caused by a shock when
gotting in towch with the freezing water, which
produces & heart failure,

As tepards the climete, this is a very weat
region with fog and it has high mountains with
glaciers and deep channsels with cragey coasts
and abundant helf-coverad rocks (tops of halls
that do mot outerop out of the seal, While the
senrch was in progress, the tracker Spiro had
an emergency and had to ssk for help and run
aground at Caleta Fitton. This brought about a
commotion that many people at the Navy still
remember,

The planes Catalina (seme of them hydro-
planes) constantly overflew the region while
the weather did not prevent them from doing
0. The ships sgiled during the day and, in the
evening, they anchored on the channels. The
use of radars was very recent and although the

.
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cartogrnphy of the region is very precise, nav-
igating during the night was not safe.

Very ¢lose Eo the place, we find Dawson
ialand, and old indigenoss reservation (settle
ment of converted netives) ron by the Sale-
giang, On this island, inhabited by workers of
cattleé estpblishments, the other eight corpses
wers found on boeats and hife rafts. They were
those old wooden mafts usually seen at that
tima. One of the corpses hod a watch that had
stepped at 4 (would that be in the small hours
on September 227). The dead wers —Lisutan:
ant Commander Carlos Negri; Petty Officer 2
Claras Hamidn Chives; Petty Officer 2% Clais
Eloctrician Erneste P. Hodriguesz! Chisf Petty
Officer Sipnaler Jusn ©. Losy; Ssaman Ap-
prentica Torpedoist Manue]l Gonzglez; Seaman
Electrician Elibdrte Ozear Buls; Seaman Sig-
naler Valerio F. Galoans; and Seaman Appren-
tice Engineer Miguel Lucena,

It is thought that all these men ware at the
navigating bridge and this is why thoy eould
avoid sinking with the ship, but they would
have a slow agony on the rafts they managed Lo
throw to the sea becanse of the cold. They wers
transported to Buenos Aires on the frigate
Heroina that was welcomed by s crowd at
Dock A By chance, the school ship Juan Se-
Bastian Eleano of the Spanish navy wae m
port and hor crew formed a honor guard, Other
ships prasent did the same. On the frigate
Heroina, the coffing eovered with the Argen-
tine fag could be seen

The welcome was excasdingly moving and
president Juan Domingo Perdn and his wife
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Eva Duarte were presant. Thousands aof eiti-
pens, many mibtarymen and ministries wers
pressat on that rainy Cotober 14, The long
Tuneral cortege followed the bodies up to the
Escuela de Mecdnicn de la Armada, where the
wake took place.

Among the moeurning signals, the celebra-
tion of the Day of Race was put off and, a5 a
permanent homage, trees forming the word
Fournier were planted beside the expressway
Hicchier: (near Ezeiza).

The guests that died becanse of the tragedy
ware the Vice-Dean of the Bchool of Agroncomy
and Vetermary of the Univeraity of Buengs
Arres, Ranl Wernicke, and his son Julie, &
medicing student, Radl Wemicke was the Com-
mander's father-in-law,. Marta Wernicke had
deliverad a baby girl two months before the
accident. She got to know the piecs of news
through the newspapers, which was later con-
firmed by the Sacratary of the Navy. Therafore,
she had ko get over tha lose of her hushand,
father, and brother.

From the excellent work publishad by Adrm-
ana Carragco, Catdstrofes en el mar { Edito-
rial Budsmericanal, [ excorpt the hisgraphy of
Céear Fournier, the corsair-hero of the Revolu
cion de Mayo that is worth remembering.

The Secret History of César Fournmier
*On 200 Bpptember 1528, César Fournier
died near Florida, United States, due to &
fdreadial storm thal made his corvatte “25 de
Mayo' and the veat of his fleet wreek, The way
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he died and the date of his death drew atten-
tiom because of the analegy with the ship named
after him. Over and over again, September
wron 1d mark oot only the life of this indsmitable
corsair bk aise, 121 vears sfter has death, the
fate of the famous tracksr.”

“Fourniér's peripetias are still barely knoen
for the Argentine to place him next bo men such
as Brown, Neverthelaszs, his bold intersentions
have given aglorions legacy that was repeated
on few cecasions."

“Fournier's father was a French noblemen,
but the Revolotion threw him gway from his
motherland. Settled down in Livernia, Italy, in
1793, he married a woman that beloged to the
Italisn society. Soon after, César was born
from this marmage. Bducated in Livornia, he
engaged in the navy. Tn 1821, be had to ems-
grats to France becanse of political reasons,
and it was then when his 'energy and bravery,
dommated by an ambition of glery as bound-
lass as worth extolling' nature became obvious,
according to what his bographers point, Be-
sades, he was so frank and loyal that he bor-
dered on abnegation, and he usually saerifived
himself for the sake of his froends,”

“When he was 28, he bought a poelacre, La
Céaar,' and set off bound for Buenoa Aires. As
passangers, he carried the Ttalian José Man-
era, who was travelling with his wife and
gister-in-law, Cristina Gatti, whom Fournier
would marry on 15 Decomber 1824 at a church
in the neighborhooed ¢alled Montserrat in Bue-
nos MAlres”

"At that right mement, the Arganting gov.
ernment had hired the servicas of Franeisey

Transpor

. o’ Wik
o ane ot
st and @
bird's riest |'|ﬁFl1:|F

e ll:n'-m'rd:.i [ =]

SHIPWRECKS IN CAFF HORW

Fourmantin for him to be & corsair with the
“Lavalleja’ to check Brazil's imperial naviga-
tion. Thewar agninst Brazil wasunder progress,
and it was necessary bo send pome ghips down
to the Patapenic consts in order to chase enamy
gepmen and bring them to the Rio de la Plata.
lt was Pournier who, with his polere aolved the
situstion. He headed for the south and, as the
negotiationsware delayed, he entered the Cale-
ta Valdés m order to fx his ship. On eniling cut,
ke touched & rock and the ship sunk. Howevar,
the hrave seaman wae not diszouraged (thal
would niot be the only ship that would sink
thriughout his life), he luft the remains of the
shipwreck en the coast, dodgsd o vislent sterm,
and he reached Patagones logking for halp
Onoe he pot over, he testod hie skills again in
returning to the place were his matss were on
a ghip that Fourmantin, who had not being
idle, hed caught.”

“Lodged with his comrades at Ambrosio
Mitre's, & villoger of Patagones, Fournier got
inta trouble. He arpued with anofficer from the
‘Lavallgja’ and the incidant ended up in a dosl,
After trying hard to avaid it, he agreed toitand
killed his rival with a well-imed shot. His
autherity started to be respacted among his
comrades,”

"Back in Bosaos Adres, Vieente Casares
handed over the armed schoonsr Profeta Ban-
darra’ tohim and he set off for the Rio Granda,
where he chased some Bragilian preys and
draw the attantion of two imparial ships that
gtarted to sail after him, To aveid them —ashe
was daring but not irrssponsible— he &p-
proached land tes moch and ke was so unlucky
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when snchoring that, during the night, his
hoatswain, trusting hus captain's skill, droppad
the anchor and caused the scheoner to crash
agmnst the comst, But Pourmier was oot inkim-
idated —some sailor ocoupied Ghe only boat
available and he followed them on horseback
up to Maldonado. On hisway, he met a tiger, of
whichhe got &d with & good shot. He arrivedin
Maldonado practically at the same tme a5 his
mates and he personally engaged in fixing an
ald beached laonch. On 21 Beptamber —his
cabaliatic month— 1826, on his poor vessel and
with just 24 hands, he boarded one of the
imperial ships that was anchored in the area,
and ha suzesedad in cccupying her after injur-
ingher sommander. Ha boldly sailed past smongz
the blocking ships, betwesn Monteviden snd
Bance Chico and, on September 26, he was
ilready in front of Buenos Aires, whom he
saluted, sxnltingly, with the oshligatory 21 gal-
vead. Soon after this, his prey, the 'Maldonado,”
was purchased hy Rivadavia at 20 000 pesos
and detailed for servics. Thanks to Fowrnier,
thewvezzel would cutstand later in Juncal, with
her two 24 revalving crdnances, her three car-
ronades {12 pereide), her munitions and her 76
heross "

“On 11 October 1826, Fournter set off from
Buenos Aires bound for Calonis on a schooner,
¢hased after by foor Brazilian warships. As he
could noteserpe, heheaded hisahip for the coast
4 leagues south of the fortress, in front of Isla
Matamoros, He digsembarked all arms, the log-
gage, and three whalsrs while sesing how one of
thie enemy ships, in trying to mansuver to seize
thehosty, beached on a rock pointand sunk with
har eight chiasers, which wers silenced for good
by weters. Fourmier loaded his whalers ind
puns on ¢arks and he reached Maldonado back
by tand, and caoperntod with Oliverain defend-
ing the fortress ap to November 1826.7

"On February the following vear, the gov-
ernment of the Provineias Unidas drew up his
dizmiesal as Sergeant Major of the Army, serv-
ing the Mavy, and commissioned him to put to
gén on 4 cruiser. Despite the elose Bragilian
wiateh —his fame of unreachable” had consoli-
dated armong the enemy commanders—, Fowm-
ier undartook the voyags.”

“He disembarked in Los Castillos and ap-
prehended the English sealer 'Florida," which
was eluding international laws. This hrought
ahbout some problems and he had to evade the
action of the English war corvette Ranger,
which wanted to apprehend him. But in veer-
mg, his task wes favored as, on his way, he
bunted three Brazihan prevs, which he sent to
Kio Saladne ™
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"Due to the spprehension of the sealer
Flonda, bo had toface 2 Court-Martal because
of the lobby by the English Minister Ponsonby
and he was declared not-puilty,

Before the court decisisn was settied, threugh
a government order, he sat sail on the vesss]
‘Congreso,” tha best of the flest Mever befors
such & good vessel had a betber commander,
Takingprideinamaitchless beldness hocrossed
Cabo Frio, at the mouth of Rio de Janairo, and
started one of the most bmlliant corsair cam-
paigns ever known. He hod a series of highly
risky clashes with enemy ahips, he boarded
many merchant ships, from which he replen-
ished, and spprehended others, He was in
actiom a5 from September —month doring
which his mansovers astomished both sides—
up to Dacernber 1827, when, aftar havingforead
the Rio de la Plats blockads, he runs aground
with the 'Conpress’ and the brg '‘Arminia Dos
Anjos,” which he hed apprehended near the
cove. On the day after his running aground; ha
set thie ships on fire in order to ovold them to be
caught by g highly superor snemy. Apparent-
ly, Fournier was an expert in burning ghips.”

“On 10 Becember 1827, he was promotad to
Lisutenant Coleneland, on the followingmonth,
he was given the command of the “Janeal'
aboard of which he set eail on & cruizss in front
of enemy coasts. There, he managed to appre-
hend tha brip ‘Homero,' bmlt m the States,
armed with 16 chaser and renamed 'Darregs.’
On 29 March 1828, he armived in Balbimore. In
this city, he fitted the Dorregs’ out and armesd
the corvette "25 de Maye’ to sail with Both for
New York, from where he set ff far hig last
vayage on September 12, menth during which
he entered Argentine history for ever,”

"He called at Bhade Izland with his sguad-
riwi, and the thres ships, the '26 de Mayo,” the
'‘Tuncal,” and ths ‘Dorrege’ wrecked amidst s
devastating starm. This is how Cézar Foorni-
er's glorious odyssey ended up imcomplete and
truncated by misfortune. Thetracker thatwoeuld
perpetuste his name &and show it with pride
along thesouthern seas from 19440 to 1949 also
disappeared between SBeptember 20 and 22,
121 wears later. The hero, while commanding
the 26 de Mayo' near Florida, and the homon-
ymous tracker, near Punta Cono, at the en-
trance of the channel SBan Gabriel. However,
none of the bwo tragedies could dim the bravery
and gallardy attached to the name Fournier."

Tug ‘ARA Guaran["

The tug ARA Guarani, alsa known as
Ruastreador, set off from Ushuaia bound for
Antarctica in the afternoon of 14 October 1958,
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Tug "&.R.A. Guorani' befors sinking,

Her mission was te support i plane that had
the aim of dropping modicines at the Melchior
base an the South Shetiand Izlands It was a
Douglas DC-4 sent to take plasma and antibi-
alics as F‘Ht:,r Dihaar 2 Claze Em‘.llt, Mario
Oliva, had been operated on by the doctors at
the baze bacause he suffered from appendicitis
and it was impossible to evacuste him. The
suppirt was erdered for the sakes of safety as, if
the plane happened to have any troubls, the
only poszibility of being rescued was with a
ghip in the surtoundings. But, as the Tug
Guarani sailed the Boagle Channel heading
for the Dirake, she got m toueh with the Naval
Base of Ushuais and reported that there wers
enough signs that a atorm from the south was
approaching. Let as remember that, st that
time, forecaating was rather difficult becausa
it the tack of cheservers at different points that
made it impoasible to draw a map.

Whan level with Lannox island, the ship
reports over the radio thet she i ronning a
storm to the north. Immediately, asitis usual-
Iy the case, the two Navnes, the Argentine and
the Chilsan, dare on the aled. to intervens if
need be,

The Tug Guarand wenl on running the
storm and her lasé report locates her a few
miles south of Wueva island. She also gives a
frightening piece of news —she was making
waker while waves worne washing down at the
bow, This happened early on October 15, We
can assume that water not only flaoded the
luold lrat alse the engine room since generators
stopped working and they started to operate
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wilh GTLEIEENLY radia Ef.Eui.rlt‘l.El'lL thal wsid
only telegraphy,

But zoon after this, they stopped broadeast-
ing. Thers was immeadiate fear that the ship
eould ke lagk, The anly hopewas that they could
have run aground or, being near the cosst,
ahandoned the ship on lifeboats.

Silence continued and the alert had siready
been piven. A distressing search sccompanied
by & heavy but vielding storm started. Mean-
while, the Douglas D-4 had accomplished s
mission dropping the eight packages with med-
icines wnd mail, and the ceok petiy officer was
petting over from his appendicitis operation.
After this experienca, it was decidad that men
puingon duty to Antaretica should be operated
on frst,

On its way back, the same plana overflaw
the region whera the tug was thooght to have
looked for sheltar. As usual, the search took
five days, On October 20, the Departmant of
the Wavy reported the Tug Guworand and its
crew massmg. The accident site was located
mbout I mubes south of Cabo Hall as the planes
Catalina of the Argentine Navy descried a
large o1l glick near that cape for several years.
The aves 18 very deep and il is estimated that
the ship is 170 meters down,

The Guarani was 45 meterslong, 10 meters
wide and 5.70 deep and she displaced 932
tons, 3he was a seagoing tug built to help at
the high-seas and it was considered to be very
suitable for the area, She had gnined roanown
dodging heavy tempests and she had even
endured rolls and very stecp heels abways

—
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tighting bacl. There ware many speculations
about the place where the Commander of the
Guorani, Lientenant Gerardo Zaratisgm,
eould heve found shelter —Bahis Apaivre and
Bahia Valentin were named among osthars.
Anyones who 3ails the area knows that & ghip
can be lost with & mildar storm and the only
way out iz to run aground. They alas tried to
look to leeward on Muoeva ialand and even in
Puerto Bandera on Picton island; but these
ware just expactations leading to avoid facing
what was forebodod —the sea had won anoth-
erhattle and the name A KA. Grorasi would
enlarge the long list of hundreds of shipe
vanizhsd in the area,

The thirty-eight hande wers logt with the
ghip. Despite of the fact that the list may
sppear to be frrelevant, we do not want the
names becongigned to oblivion. They are: Lieu-
tenant Commander Gérarde Saratiagud, Lisu-
tenant Juan Carles Sangumetts, Lisutenant
Melson Patterling, Lisutenant Doctor Eliss
Tanus, Lisubinant Josa Palet, Petty Officer 1*
Class Engineér Domiingo Tasisto, Petty Officar
24 Class Engineer José Romero, Patty Officar
24 Class Engineer Carlos Aguirre, Chief Petty
(ficer Fernando Diaz, Petty Officer 1* Class
Engineer Luis Movano, Petty Officer 17 Class
Engineer Orlando Meinardi, Petty Officer 1
Clazss Pedro Pereyra, Petty Officer 17 Class
MHurse Vicenta Bolloh, Petty Oificar 1% Class
Signaller Leonel Cruz, Petty Officer 2 (lass
Engineer Marcele Spiazz, Petty Officer 2=
Class Salvador Suarez, Second Cook Tomds
Torres, Scaman F. Pimienta, Seaman Electri-
cian B, Quinteros, Chief Petly Officer F, Grag-
nialle, Beaman Apprentice Furrier Andrés
Vigqueira, Seaman Apprentice Engineer Oscar
Vera, Seaman Engineer Armando Neme, Sea-
man Kecruit Tomés Cabral Seaman Hecruit
Hermenegilde Encinas, Seaman Recruit Julie
Gogorza, Seaman Recruit Salvader Gilabert,
Sesman Hecruit Oscar La Marca, and Seaman
Recruit Jorge Jacob. They ware between twen-

ty and thirty seven.
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Back ko the Guarani’s fate, on the 22, they
found remaing such as life preservers and tim-
ber that, drawn by currents, ended up on the
ghores of Isla de los Estsdos or in Puerto
Espafoel. More remmins atill appeared long
after the shipwreck,

The aceident was cansed but a vielent atorm
that, in that area, makes the sea form very high
swelle with breaking waves on top of them.
This i o dantesque spectacle and thoee who
have undorgone this experisnce try not to re-
member it. But, in general, there is nevar o
sinpgle eausa. Horried by her mission, the
{ruarani set off from the port of UTehunio with
the after hatchway having problemas to ba com-
pletaly sealed. Some say that she even get gail
with the wooden hateh hds thot are uesnally
ged in port and, given the fact that the crew
was somewhat unskilled and thatthe staffhad
been partially changed, this deteil was over-
seen and, therefore, came the tragedy. As | see
it, it is difficult to forget such a detail, especial.
Iy takding into account the area of navigation
and how careful officers mre aboot the whale
ship being "in seiling trim” before leaving and
checlang averything while setting sail taking
advantage of the relative calm of the bay of
Uihumia,

Another hypothesis points at the hatchway
not being fit to sail. Being impeasible to adjust
it completely, it might have started to wash
down and water flooded the engine room caus-
ing a blackout and leaving the ship at the
waves will that, according to the epinion of the
pilots engaged in the search, were about twen-
v meters high

To pay homage the Guaranf’s crew, thers
are places, beacons, and stroets named after
the sailors, Every time a ship of the Argentine
Navy saila by, she salutes and a minute of
gilence ismade. As itusually happena, mystery
surrounds the wreckers reality and, in teying
to keep our consciences calm, & cause is deber-
mined, the most probable, but we will never
come b be completely certain,




Annex 1
News about the Monte Cervantes

Az regards the Monte Cervantes ond her
two smkngs, the pessibility of visiting her has
been o degam for g long Gme, S0 many theoriss
about har exact location and the poszible dapth
she iz sunk at have been proposed. For many,
gven the Argentine Pilot, she was 80 meters
down over, but at the same time 2 professional
diver burned up at the Museo Territorial (Term-
torial Mussum) with some remains such ns a
beer pitchar and other elaments from thevessal.
[twas Héctor Monsalve whao, while diving in the
surroundings of Les Eclairenrs ighthogss about
1977, had found part of the upper 2tructare of
the ship. His mlance and the secrecy he kopt
about the sxact place gave riss b s wide varisty
of hypotheses Many contradictions and the fact
that both witnesses and files ware disappearing
eentributed to the incipient myth.

Butin Juneg 1999, a pisce of news struck the
whole of TTshusis and had nation-wide reper-
eusgions, In the newspaper El Diario del Fin
del Mundo of Ushoaia, Emilic Urruty wrote
the headline: "The Finding of The Upper Part
of the Monte Cercantes” (first article}.

"Remaing of a wreckspe may become nnoth-
er attraction of Ushuaia, if we know how to
pragerve them.”

The Monte Cervanfes 1& to Ushuaia the
Fuegian Titanic. As we have seen, both sink-
ings had great repercussions among the popu-
lation. The first tme, convicts of the famous
prison volunteersd to help giving half of their
food rations and it was the Prison that provided
from blankets to lodping, On that oppertunity,
1Ishuaia's population was abruptly doubled for

The 'Cervanbes’ sinks awey {nr-gaucﬁ [13254].
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g wook, The zecond sinking was different and
made the company Salvamar go bankoupt and
left many workers, who dreamed of the ship on
the coast to start wrorklong on her, jobless, The
same happened to hundrads of neighbors sudh
as Vicente Padin, who, one way or the other,
had contmbuted to the enterprise (Author's
note! we suggest réading El Tesoro del Mon-
te Cervantes, by Enrigque Inda), But let ua go
back to the chronicle of the events as narrated
by Emilio Urruty!

“Last June &', on their second attempt, &
group of sportive divers of the Asseiarvidn Fuoe-
puina de Actividades Subacudticas v Nauticas
(AFASYM) found the derelict of the Germmm
binar Momte Carvantes.' The remains belong to
the apperworks of the vessel wrecked in 1834,
which sunk later while works o Ery o put her
afloat were bemng carried out in 1854, The
group of divers assured that they did not intend
to profit from their finding; they just really
wigh the remains to be preserved to form part
of the eultural heritage of the Fuegisne and
become & ‘submarine park’ visited by local and
loreign divers,”

Thia was the piece of news we received via
plectronic mail or telephone. Inflated versions
like one that said the divers had already en-
tered the hull started to circulnte; Ummaty goes
on: ... OUn the first Sundsy m late June, a
numerous group of sportive divers of the Asoci-
aciin Fusguina de Actividades Subacudticas v
Niuticas (AFASyN} had their second go at
Anding the remains of the upper part of the
ghip sunk almost T years agn,”™
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“Alejandro De La Roga, Carlos Givgma, Ale-
jandro Mora, Mareelo Giargetti, Angal Marchi-
gig, Clandio Ulibarri, Pable Lods, Luis Lo-
duefia, Martin Luduefis, Julio
Romers, and Carlos Maida
made up the expeditionary
team. They were aboard thres
vessals: the boat ‘Burbuja Tra-
viesa, the launch Ushuma
Divers,” and the Lua™

"Family mattors provented
Armanda D' Aiells from taking
part in the ovents of that day,
Carlos Paraz, Captiin of the
‘Baladina’ (zupport vesgel), wag
algo abzent becauze he was in
Puerto Williams (Navaring is-
land, Chilel participating in
sportive activities in represen-
tation of AFASyN. Both divers
‘abzent with notice contribut-
gd intensely with the re-
gearch,..”

"... The immersion was gar-
ried putin a planned way: divers
in twos ware detailed every S0
meters until an area of about
2,500 meters was covered. They reached a
maximum depth of 36 meters with a ‘maximum
bottom tme' of 12 minutes, which implied
decompression stops.”

“The area they were aiming at —Les
Eclaireurs islets—was the same whare, during
eleven years between 1843 and 1954, the Sal-

. #Aaic].

Bigg betle Feaind in 1999 (phota by
|
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vamar company had heen oparating in the
breaking up of the ‘Monte Cervantes "

*That firm, owned by & Somoncini, had de-
cided to cut the 'upperworks' of
the wissel by separatmg it from
the hullin order to gain o better
‘mansuverability’ of the parta
end thus manage toput it afloat
again. But it was doring this
stage that the sections sunk for
gond.”

According to & récent study
carried ouk by the Argentine
Navy, the hull 15 at a depth of
betvwesn 100 and 116 meters
and it may be gplit. The works
g on and soame do it as a hohby
while others shoot a dorumen-
tary; otherg take it az part of
thaeir training or practice,

But maybe the most rele-
vant aspectis that the mystery
has fnally heen solved and the
derelict hag heen tranaformed.
As Kl Diario stated: *,.. Our
ideais that this becomes partof
the eultural heritage of all the
inhabitants of Tierra del Fuego. Wa want to
prevent any sort of plundering; which is wery
nsual in sunk ships as evearybody wants to take
a kespsake," Carlos Meida, of the diving sub-
commission of AFASYN, pointed out.”

“He also assured that the possihility of pres-

prvation would malse it possible to turn her into

Cismonilirg the small shed wsed by divers mﬂnp&f:ﬂn-udm’ing the alfemgt ks rescus the ship {1954),
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another tourist sttraction, especially for sport-
ive divers vigiting Tierra del Fuego,”

Atthe moment, the most aftractive nspect of
a place of this sort for g visitor s either immers-
ingin the freezing Beagle witers orin the room

Diving around the remains n‘ﬂ'ﬁ:n"."lnrﬂc

i3 evar 100 m dewn.
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of eome museom fo get m Eouch with loesl
history, For experts, this 15 just another plece
of information of bttle mlevanee as regards
submaring srchasology, both from the point of
view of shipbuilding and of history

CRHICE: pallla




Annex 2

Where is the Rockhopper Penguin Going to?

By Adrian Schiavini, Centre Austral de Investigaciones Cienfificas
[Austral Center for Scientific Research) of Ushuaio

Biahia Franklin

Nowndays, twenly panguin species are reg-
istered around the world. Eight out of those
twenty brlong to the Eudyples genns known as
"crested penguins” since they have & bunch of
long feathers of notoritus eolor above their
eyes 85 a sort of eyebrow. Thesa penguing are
eharactaristic of the water bird fauna of south-
orn aceans. The rockhopper (Eudypies chryso-
cgne chrysecome) nestles in highly populated
eoastal colonies plong the southern extreme of
Chile and Argentina. Preferably, the rockhop-
per nestles in thick coastal pasturelands that
previde shelter from wind and predators. In
the aren of Tiarra del Puopgo, the pasturelands
of Pos flavellata (knéwn ns tussack) offer this
shelter. This penguin is relativaly emall: males
may weigh between 3 and 4 kg and females up
to 3 kg before the March melt. The nams
rockhopper derives from their peculiar way of
moving about on land jumping on both feet,
apart fram their skill to go along rocky areas
thanks to their well-developed toenails.

Distribution

In Argentina, eoloniss of this species are
distnbuted on the Isins Malvinas and along the
Patagonic toast In the latter cage, there are
three coloniss —aone on Isla Pingiiino, cpposite
Ria Puerta Dezepdo {provinees of Santa Cruz)
with some 250 paire; and two colonies on Isla de
los Estadoa, one on Cobs San Juan (northeast-
ern axtreme of the 1sland) and the second in

Franklin Bay. The eetimated population of the
Malvinas for 1995/1996 seassn was of shout
287 000 pairs (Bingham, 1995),

The colonies on Jsla de les Estados were
practically unknown for setence. The bibliogra-
phy registers only some isolated instaness that
mske it possible to partially rebuild the seone
on which this species developad throughout
the last contury and a hall In his work La
Australia Argentina, Roberto J. Payrd man-
tioned a penguin rockery of this specissin Caba
San Jusn. He peinted oot that the laying took
place betwean October 20 and November 5
and specified that the colony surface was of
about “700x 260 feet™ (c. 19,000 2q. m). Assum-
ing that this estimate |8 precise and that the
nest density 18 consistent with the knewn num-
bers for this species, this colony eould have
lodged betwesn 13,000 and 38,000 pairs, In its
chapter on Isla de los Estadoes, the Argentine
Sailing Handbook shows the existence of this
eelony and the possibility of collacting EEEs
during the breeding season. In 1909, Hartert
and Venturini mentioned the finding of an ege
n lela Afio Nuevo (Tsla Observatorio). Tn 1972,
Imshaug claimed that he had seen the rock-
hopper nestling in the southesst of Franklin
Bay. In her book on Isla de los Estados and
human prehistoric settlemants, Anne Chap-
mann mentions “several colonies™ in Bahia
Franklin. Natalie Goodall also observed this
species nestling in the area.
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Isla da los Estados was the setting of exten-
give bird and marine mammals bonting, The
first activities registered date backto 1787 and
refer to the installation of & sealing cvmpany
hieeded by the English captain Colnett. The
sealing and whaling activities that developed
in this partof the Scuthwestarn Atlantic Ocean
chose Tsla de los Estadps for drinking water
and Arewood replenishing. Bastdes, the stand
wii alse a hunting place. At the beginning,
man alee teok advantage of bard colenies to get
egRs in order to have a stock of fresh protein,
Later, and &e secling places were exhansted,
sealers started to use penguing to obtain oil
{gach rockhopper produced almost half s liter
ol oil).

The Little informaticn availabls wae pract-
cally usdless Lo determine the status of this
species on [sla de los Estados. Thiswas alsa the
case with other water bird speciés —it was
unknown if they nastled on the igland and, in
eagn they did, what was the siee of their colo-
nies. In 1992 we started to survey the water
bird and sealion colonies of Argentine Tierra
del Fuego. Before these studies, the last swrvey
had been conducted in the late 405 As many
areas of the coast of Isla Grande de Tiarra del
Fuege and of [ela de log Estados are insceessr-
ble, we had to carry aut the surveys by sea or
air. Therefore, we gtarted to take advantags of
anyvessel or atrplane that conld take ustothat
soarcely known area of our gaography. Wewish
to thanlk to the Argentine Wavy, the Prafectura
Maval Argentina (Arpentine Maval Prafecture),
and the Government of the Province, who have
suffered oor persistent transport reguests.
What t2 more, they suffored our constant in-
struetions when, for instance, during & flight
along the coast of 1sla de los Estados, we aeled
them Lo Iy very close to o place that, in the
diztance, appeared to be a bare rock or a tuft of
grasg on the coast which, as the plane ap-
proached, turned out to be & bird or sealion
ealony (pilots must have thooght they ware
eoping with insane people who wished to kill
themaehmes crashing against some slope of the
island.)

In March 1994, we conducted a partial sar-
vey of Isla de los Estades on the provincial
plane ARAVA. This time, we managed to fly
across Franklin Pay, We were greatly sur-
prised at the discovery of uncountable “two-
feat” birds among the thick pastureland of this
bay in different locations along the coast. They
were penguins, but which species did they
belong to? The plane was flying at a speed of
200 km/h, which made roy attempt to identify
them difficult. Data provided by Imshaug,
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Chapmann, and Goodall made us think af rock-
hopper penguins.

We managed return to theisland in Novem-
ber 1295 and in January 1997, and we tried to
garey out an extonsive survey of the whols
coast aboard a 11-m &niling boat (Yaghan 1)
with stops at every harbor covering practically
seventy par centof the coast. Wewars prevent-
ed to visit Franklin Bay as heavy southwest
storms made us look for shelter in Puarto
Hoppner for some daye.

It was pot untl March 1998 that we man-
aged £o enter Franklin Bay during another
expedition aboard the srilingboat Fernande
m # day with eastern braoze which was ideal
far our aim of approaching Franklin Bay, which
te completaly opan to the sgutheast. Ome morn-
ing, on lagving Bahfi Capitin Canepa, we
decided to change our plan and, instead of
heading east along the southern comst, we
decidad to tack about andhead for the norilern
coast sailing round the western coast of the
island, There wae Franklin Buay

Whiat we saw on arriving atl the bay was
beyond our craziest dreams abouot the place.
Penpuing mingled with prass stretched for
six kilometers along the ceast; sometimes
they were in places with no vegetation at all
{areas with a high concentration of nestles)
or they weare among the stems of high pas-
tureland. We were in the twilight of the
breeding soason, when the adults molt their
feathers before leaving the island far their
winter migration. On the sailing vessel's deck,
we could hear comments such a8 "there are
more aver there" ar "also there.™ In ahort, it
was a true hell of penguing; many more wo
lisd ever imagined. In the end, we arrived n
Lacroix Cove, whers the Maritime Museum
had been working in the recovery of evidence
about the sinking of Commander Luis Piedra
Fuena's ehip, the Espera. Thers we could
gee the “ribs" of a beached vessel at the
maouth of a brook. Five hundred meters away
from this place, penguins crowded the rocky
coast patiently waiting for their feathers to
stop moltmg,

When we saw the vassel's ribs and the pen-
puins 50 close one from another, a cirele was
completed for us. We had oo way to know 1f
those buried frames balonged to the Espora
Instead, we could mssert that if there was a
place on 1sla de los Estades where to look for
penguina it was no doubt in Franklin Bay, Our
predecessors, Imshaug and Chapman, had been
right in lecating the celony; but they did not
even sugpect what it represanted in tarma of
the population living in the place.

o
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O leaving Franklin Bay for the northern
coast of the island; we sailed past a point
gituated sone three kilometers northeast off
Lacroix Cove, There there is another larps
subcolony of rockhopper penguins; most prob-
ably, a branch of this larger colony of Franklin
Bay. All we could manage to do was to take
same photographa through the drizzle falling
down smeothly onus,

Since the re-discovery of this colony in March
1988 we have been back on the island bwice to
start a survey on the biclogy of this penguin
speciesundar the sponsorshop of Total Austral ofl
company, Basing our assmnption on these last
works, we are sure that this place was haghly
vthughle for those engaped in penguin ol extrne-
tion: the colony must hove had neor o quarter of
o million of nestles, which makes it one of the
largest arpund the world for this species.

It ta hard te believe that at the end of the 20®
¢ this huge colony was unknown to ornithalo-
giata. Deapite thia fact, thias finding is great
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news: the rockhopper penguin has been rocant-
ly proposed as a Vulnerable species by the
IUCH (International Union for the Conserva-
tion of Mature) given the important drop in its
global population during the second half of the
20" century. This is why the existence of this
large colony 15 s¢ remarkable.

We will be visitimg Franklin Bay in the
coming years Thers are many questions to be
solved, such as where on the Argentine conti-
nental shelf are these pengums feeding while
they take care of their squabe?, where do they
go after the breeding season?, is the same effort
invobved in breeding a aguab at 3ea level asin
anestled situated 200 meters uphill?; de goats,
red deer and rats have any impact on the
development of the penguin colony? Theae are
some of the guestions we are planning to find
out ahout in the coming years. We are aiming
at answering & more general gquestion about
the conservation of this species: Where is the
Rockhopper Péenguin Going to?




Annex 3
Isla de los Estados

Report on the Study Carried Out by Sherfie V. Macenie in Franklin Bay
by Sherlie V. Macnie

5 Maenia n:uing

Background Information

There was news nboot soma 20 cetacesn
eleeletons stranded on Franklin Bay, Isla de loa
Estados. The said skeletons were found by an
expedition aboard the sailing ship Callas in
April 1997,

Ohjectives

In the first place, the trip aimed at verify-
mg 1if they were specimens of pilot whales
{Hlabicepheln melas); then a series of stan-
dard measures of skulls would be taken and as
miny bone remains a5 pogsible would be ex-
amined for abnormalities,

Works carried out

Twentyakull mpasures were taken and sach
shoull was identified with a number. Data ahout
the physical maturity of each specimen were
collectad and a photograph of each skull was
taken. Besides, skulls were carefully inspected
for bone abnormalities. Another inspection of
bone remains to look for abnormalities started,
bt it was not completed due o lack of time,

Results
On the basis of observations, it was deter-
mined that this group of andmals was mainly

ITa
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made up of young: specimens that had not
reached physical maturity, Onlythres (IE 1: TE
15 TE 18} out of the bwenty-one skuallz atudisd
turned oul to be physically mature.

Only one specimen showed bone abnormal-
ities in its gkull, It was the IE 18, which had
abnormal dental alveoli These had exostotic
growthe on the dental alveoli, which leads to
the conclusion thet this animal must hawve
probably lost some of its testh and, therefore,
it could have found it difficult to get feed. This
was one of the three animals physically ma-
ture of the groop, snd the characteristics of
the lesion suggest a chromic progress that
could have developed through s mslatively
lopng term.

Projecta to develop

The idea is to cenfront the morphometric
data obtained with similar data from mea-
sures taken from other (Hobicephalo melos
gpecimens in the country and in other parts
of the warld, The cenfrontation of these data
with those belonging to animals from the
Narthern Hemssphere 15 of special interest
due to the fact that there are doubts about
the similarity between pilot whales of both
hemispheres.
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Pilot Whales in Franklin Bay, Skull Moasurments
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Please forward any comments, corredtions, adifiens or new dafo that could improve
next edifions of this book,

Museo Maritime de Ushuaio ¥ del Presidio
2410 Ushvaia, Tierra del Fuege. Argentina
Tel/Fax 54 (0} 2901-434718

e-mail museomar@sollink.com

Pleass forward any comments, corrections, adiions or new dota that could improve
nexi editions of this book.

Museo Maritimo de Ushuaia y del Presidio
2410 Ushuaia, Tierra dal
Tel/Fax 54 (0) 2901-434718

e-mail:museomar@satlink.com

. Argenfing




The «Historical
Chart of Cape
Horn, Isla de los
Estados and

is the ideal
companion for
the Cape Horn
Shipwrecks
book. It was
prepared as
a reference
for the
work of
Carlos
Vairo.

72 x102 cm
1 :400 000

Order it through:

ZAGIER & URRUTY
FPUBLICATIONS

elfirisn_Worilins wk Hida
Las Lajps 13687 - Ushiuais T TS
&  P.0. Box 94 Sucursal 19 T 3
CA4192A Busnos Alres e
Angentina |
W (B T) LET2 105D 2410 usnisg - TIEAAA D8, FUERD © ARGEHTIHA
Far |Bd-11) 4572-5T66 Frfo |54-F007) 437481

ome  Zagierd ciuvdad.com.ar WER W, URRUG R org
wEE  www patapaniashap. nel el museomardsallink com




SHIPWRECKS IN CAPE HORN

ISLA DE LOS ESTADOS, MAGALLANES, MITRE PENINSULA,

MALVINAS AND SOUTH GEORGIAS

The most complete compilation of
shipwrecks in the Fuegian Archipela-
go. This is a book for the common read-
er as well as for the researcher. It can
be used as a base for more detailed
studies of each boat. Unpublished data
and photographs.

Carlos Pedro Vairo is Director of the
Maritime Museum of Ushuaia and he
wrote several books about the history
of the South Atlantic: «Ushuaia Mari-
time Museum», «Ushuaia Prison», «lsla
de los Estados y el Faro del Fin del
Mundo», «Ushuaias», etc.

This book can be used in conjunction
with our «Historical Chart of Cape
Horn, Mitre Peninsula and Isla de los
Estadoss.
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